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Downtown Pomona, also
known as the Downtown Pomo-
na Owners Association, named
Second Street restaurant “Hen &
Heifer” the “Business of the Year”
last month at the group’s annual
meeting and awards presentation.

Restaurant owners Victor and
Rachel Gurrola were commended
for bringing a distinctive,
“scratch-made” dining experience
to Downtown Pomona at the
event at the Institute of Latino
Art downstairs in the Founders
Building.

“Thank you, guys, we’ve seen
a lot of you guys come through,
we appreciate all your support,”
Victor Gurrola said in accepting
the award. “Without your support,

INSIDE CITY HALL

we probably cannot
be successful as we
are. So, thank you
guys all so much.”
The restaurant
is located at 296
W. 2nd St. The
owners operate a
second location
in Redlands. A
third location in
Victorville operates
under another name.
The “Outstanding
Achievement
Award” went to Geo
Esparza and “The
Alley Gallery” for

“Hen & Heifer,” accept the

community and his
inspiring vision and
support of the arts.

Master of
ceremonies  Marco
Argote, DPOA’s
marketing  director,

said the award is
for “somebody that
has exceptional
accomplishments
within the downtown
(and) is  always
involved.”
“Everybody’s
doing the best they
can to  improve
Pomona and

his dedication to the  powntown Pomona “Business of the Year” award last month at €verybody here has

Downtown Pomona an annual meeting held at the Institute of Latino Art.

the same goal which

Candidate Jacky Elizalde alleges ‘political motivation’ after Pomona Councilmembers oust her from commission

Pomona City Council
candidate Jacky Elizalde, who
is seeking to unseat incumbent
Councilmember Victor
Preciado in a runoff in the
November election, responded
in a news release to council
action last month to remove
her from the city’s Parks and
Recreation Commission, calling
it “selective enforcement and
political motivation.”

Elizalde, who was appointed
to the commission by City

Jacky Elizalde

La Nueva Voz file photos
Victor Preciado

Councilmember Elizabeth
Ontiveros-Cole in February
2025, was removed from the
commission in a unanimous 5-0
vote. Preciado recused himself
from the discussion and waited
out of the room during the
consideration, and Mayor Tim
Sandoval was absent from the

meeting.

According to the staff
report to  councilmembers,
Elizalde missed three
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is to try to make Pomona better
and make sure people respect us
and admire the work that we do
here,” Esparza said in accepting
the award.

“Community Champion
Award,” for someone who
has significant impact in the
downtown community through art,
went to Manny Vizcarra and his
Tradicion Dance Company, who
hosts free community events in
partnership with the Fox Theater,
including the upcoming La Posada
celebration in December. He was
also instrumental in bringing
the Dazantes Unidos Festival to
Downtown Pomona next March,
an event expected to attract more
than 7,000 attendees.

“Thanks to DPOA and the Fox
who have helped us put Pomona
on the map through multiple
events and, of course, our
beautiful Mexican culture through
folklorico,” Vizcarra said.

The DPOA’s “Visionary Award”
went to Maricela Rodarte, owner
of Pomona Mercantile 1888, also
on staff at Pomona Unified School
District. She was recognized for
the tremendous impact she has
made on the Downtown Pomona
community and its youth in just
one year of business “through
forward thinking and impactful

Downtown Pomona... pg. 2
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Downtown Pomona... from pg. 1

new business ideas that have made a difference to downtown,”
Argote said.

“What started off as a little tiny snack shop has now turned into
a gallery and every Second Saturday we throw on full concerts,
and I hope that one of these days one of you guys will join us,”
Rodarte said. “I am in love with this community, I grew up here,
and I really hope that you . . . come and visit so you can see the
vision that I have for it.”

“Artist of the Year Award” went to Dana Burlingame, a graduate
of Downtown Pomona’s The School of Arts and Enterprise, who
was recognized for her artistic contributions and work on murals
throughout Pomona.

Dr. Roberta
Perlman

POMONA UNIFIED SCHOOL
DISTRICT BOARD VICE PRESIDENT

TOGETHER, BUILDING A STRONGER FUTURE
FOR EVERY STUDENT

Votedrroberta.com

Paid for by Citizens for Dr. Roberta
Periman for School Board 2026
I.D. #1279882

- went to “Artist in the Alley,” led

Downtown Pomona Board President Céthy Tessier accepts an
“Excellence in Service” award at the group’s annual meeting last Dana Burlingame

month.

Burlingame told the group she
has been an artist in the Pomona
Art Walk since she was about 12
years old.

“I  absolutely love the
community and the people in it,
and I would never imagine that I
would be doing it full-time as a
job,” she added. “I just want to
pour back into the community as
much as possible.”

“Art Gallery of the Year Award”

by Nate McMullen and his son
Tan. The award recognized their
active involvement in Downtown
Pomona’s arts community and its
continued success in attracting
large crowds to the “Second
Saturday Artwalk.”

McMullen said he is pleased to be
able to “provide a spot for people to
show their art completely for free, where
young people and artists can get together
and fully express themselves in their art
and just enjoy the music.”

“I wouldn’t be here without the
community and the artists that are in
it that bless my gallery with all your
work,” he said.

And “Excellence in Service” awards
were presented to Downtown Pomona
Board President and property owner
Cathy Tessier and Cary Lowenstein,
Downtown Pomona treasurer and
Mission Promenade residential property
owner.

“I live my life down here, my family
lives our lives down here, and we
wouldn’t have it any other way,” Tessier
said in accepting the award.

Selection of six of the winners was

Downtown Pomona... pg. 6

Artist of the Year Award

Manny Vizcarra Geo Esparza
Tradicion Dance Company The Alley Gallery

DPOA Director Heidi Ortega, at left, and Maketing Direéft;r Marco Argote
present the “Visionary Award” to Maricela Rodarte of Pomona Mercantile
1888.
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STUDENT SUCCESS IS/OUR SUCCESS.
DESIGNING FOR EXCELLENCE.

At Pomona Unified, students thrive through Academic
Excellence, CTE career pathways, and Dual Language
Immersion (Spanish and Mandarin). Arts, Athletics, Student
Life, and College & Career Readiness help students discover
their potential and prepare for success beyond high school.

More Opportunities. More Possibilities
Discover more at www.pusd.org
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Two Pomona students -
International Polytechnic High
School’s Jayson Li and Diamond
Ranch High School student
Amara K. Beatty — were named
this month as Pomona’s two
semifinalists in the prestigious
2027 National Merit Scholarship
Program.

They were among more than
16,000 semifinalists in the
72nd year of the competition
— who program officials call
“academically  talented  high
school seniors” — having an
opportunity to continue in the
competition for about 6,700
National ~Merit  Scholarships
worth approximately $24 million
that will be offered next spring,
according to the program’s news
release from its headquarters in
Evanston, Illinois.

More than 1.2 million juniors
in about 20,000 high schools
nationwide entered the 2027
competition.

To be considered for an award,
they will need to fulfill several
requirements to advance to the
finalist level. About 95 percent
of the semifinalists are expected

Amara K. Beatty
Diamond Ranch High School

to attain finalist standing, and
about half of the finalists will win
a National Merit Scholarship,
earning the “Merit Scholar” title.

A total of 2,245 semifinalists
on the just-released list were from
California.

Jayson Li, 17, a senior at IPoly
on the Cal Poly Pomona campus,
is a resident of Walnut, and Amara
Beatty, also 17, is a resident of
Pomona.

Bryan West, IPoly principal,
said the school “is proud to

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

Pomona Chamber of Commerce
320 5. Thomas Street
(909) 622-1256
info@pomonachamber.org

-

IPoly High School

recognize senior Jayson Li as
a National Merit Semifinalist
— it is a significant honor to be
recognized for his outstanding
performance.”

“Over 1.2 million juniors took
the Preliminary SAT / National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test and Jayson is one of only
16,000 semifinalists nationwide
who earned the distinction,” he

added. “He serves as an ideal
representative of everything
Ipoly has to offer.”

Scan to view our latest
City Guide & Direclory

Responding to questions from
La Nueva Voz, Li said the honor
is meaningful to him “because it
shows the results of all the effort I
have put into academics throughout
high school.”

“It also makes me proud because
it shows that staying consistent
with my work has actually paid
off,” he added. “It also shows me
that doing well academically is not
just about doing well on one test or
assignment, but showing up each
and every day and doing my best.”

He said he plans to study
business and economics in college,
“with a strong interest in how data
and quantitative information can
be used to make better business
decisions.”

He added that Ipoly has played
a “huge role in my path toward
college.”

“Ipoly not only has an option of
dual enrollment to get a head start
on college credits, but the project-
based environment has helped me
develop many important skills such
as communication that I will be
using at college and later in life,”
he said.

Li is considering applying to Cal

2elle

JOIN U5 FOR THE EVENING OF CELEERATION AND FRIENDSHIP
¥ THAT BRINGS US ALL TOGETHER AS WE HONWOR THE
INSTALLATION OF OUR 2026 MNEW MEMBERS AND OFFICERS.

DATE: THURSDAY, OCTIOBER 8, 2026
TIME: 6:00 PM - B8:30 PM
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COMMUNITY SERVICE AS WE LOOK FORWARD TO

ANOTHER INSFIRING YEAR!
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Two outstanding Pomona students selected as National Merit Scholarship semifinalists

N

Poly Pomona, UCLA and UC
Berkeley.

Pomona Unified School District
Board President Dr. Lisa Nashua
said in the school district’s own
news release, issued after learning
the news from La Nueva Voz, that
Beatty “represents the very best
of what we hope for every PUSD
student — someone who is curious,
driven, willing to challenge
herself and committed to creating
a bright future.”

“Her National Merit recognition
is a tremendous accomplishment,
and we are proud to celebrate her
hard work and perseverance,” she
added. “We know this is only the
beginning of what Amara will
achieve.”

Responding to questions from
La Nueva Voz, Beatty, who
attended Ranch Hills Elementary
School and Lorbeer Middle School
before continuing her education
at Diamond Ranch High School,
said she was “overjoyed (when
she learned she was selected)
because it felt like all of my hard
work had paid off.”

“Being named a semifinalist

Outstanding students... pg. 8
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Mt. SAC, Cal Poly honor

The YWCA of San Gabriel
Valley  honored its 2026
“Champions of Change” winners
— including both Mt. San Antonio
College and Cal Poly Pomona — at
its gala last month in San Gabriel
on the theme “Spotlighting the
Stars of the San Gabriel Valley.”

The two local colleges shared
the YWCA’s “Lighting the Way:
Educational Champion” award.

Dr. Jenelle Pitt-Parker, Dean of
Cal Poly’s College of Education
and Integrative Studies, accepted
the award for the university’s
educational leadership doctoral
program.

“More than half of our students
are first generation, 58 percent
are from under-represented racial
and ethnic communities, and
nearly half are low income,” she
said. “That’s where our mission
meets the YWCA’s, advancing
educational access and social
mobility across the San Gabriel
Valley.”

Mt. San Antonio College’s
“Educational Champion” award
went to its School of Continuing
Education, which offers

programs and classes for personal
improvement, college preparation
or career advancement.

It includes short-term
vocational classes, adult basic
education, community  and
contract  education, classes
for adults with disabilities,
education for older adults, and
classes teaching English as a
second language and citizenship
preparation.

Board President of the
YWCA of San Gabriel Valley
Kristin McGuire is President
and CEO of Young Invincibles,
a national non-profit advocacy
organization that empowers the
next generation by amplifying
young voices in the fight for
affordable education, accessible
health care, and meaningful
career opportunities.

“We are a community hub, a
welcoming space where anyone
can come for assistance,” she
said. “The legacy I want to
leave is folks having a spirit of
servitude.”

For more information, visit
ywcasgv.org.

Some 30 Pomona Unified Schools Earn
Statewide PBIS Recognition, Three Selected
to Present at California Conference

Pomona Unified School Dis-
trict is celebrating a major mile-
stone in its districtwide com-
mitment to positive, safe and
supportive  learning environ-
ments, with 30 PUSD schools
earning recognition from the Cal-
ifornia PBIS Coalition and three
schools selected to present their
work at the 2026 California PBIS
Conference in Sacramento.

Of the 30 schools recognized
by PBIS (Positive Behavioral
Intervention and Supports, a net-
work for state education leaders,
county offices, school districts
and schools implementing multi-
tiered frameworks), 15 earned
Platinum recognition, the highest
level awarded, 13 earned Gold
and two earned Silver. In total,
28 of the District's 30 recognized
schools, or 93 percent, achieved
Gold or Platinum status.

According to a school district
news release, the recognition re-
flects PUSD's continued imple-
mentation of PBIS as part of a
broader multi-tiered system of
supports designed to strengthen
relationships, promote positive

behavior, integrate social-emo-
tional and culturally responsive
practices, and create school envi-
ronments where students experi-
ence connection and belonging.

“This recognition reflects the
extraordinary work taking place
every day across Pomona Uni-
fied,” said Supt. Darren Knowles.
“PBIS is about much more than
behavior. It is about building
school communities where stu-
dents feel safe, connected and
valued, and where they have the
support they need to learn and
succeed.”

“Having 30 schools recog-
nized statewide is a tremendous
accomplishment and a reflection
of the collective commitment of
our students, families, teachers,
classified staff, administrators
and district teams,” he added.

15 schools earn highest-level
platinum recognition
Fifteen PUSD schools earned
Platinum recognition, the highest
level of recognition through the
California PBIS Coalition:
Alcott Elementary, Armstrong
Statewide Recognitions... pg. 6

ed at YWCA San Gabriel Valley gala
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MT. SAC HONOREDY YWCA -- Pictured at the presentation of the Mt. San Antonio College “Educational Champion”

award from the YWCA of San Gabriel Valley are, from left, Dr. Tami Pearson, Associate Vice President of Mt. SAC’s School
of Continuing Education; Cristina Ortega, YWCA board member; Dr. Madelyn Arballo, Vice President of Mt. SAC’s School
of Continuing Education; Laura Perez, Dean of Continuing Education Programs and Services; Krystal Yeo, School of
Continuing Education Director of Systems and Operations; Debra Ward, CEO, YWCA-SGV; and Kristin McGuire, President,

YWCA-SGV Board of Trustees.

CAL POLY HONORED BY YWCA -- Pictured at the presentation of the Cal Poly Pomona "Educational Champion" award
from the YWCA of San Gabriel Valley are, from left, Debra Ward, CEO, YWCA-SGV; Betty J. Alford, Cal Poly Pomona
Professor of Education and department chair; Dr. Janelle Pitt-Parker, Dean of Cal Poly Pomona's College of Education;
Kristin McGuire, President, YWCA-SGV Board of Trustees; and Barbara Nakaoka, Vice President, YWCA-SGV Board.

Pomona Hope gala

set for next month

Pomona Hope, founded 23
years ago to address the chal-
lenges of youth growing up in
the city, has scheduled its 2026
Fundraising and Awareness Gala
for next month at the historic Kel-
logg House on the Cal Poly Po-
mona campus.The event, this year
on the theme “Let Their Light
Shine,” will be held at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 10.

Included will be hors d’oeuvres,
a cash bar and a raffle with prizes
donated by local businesses.

The organization provides
young people with after school
programs, summer enrichment
programs and more.

It operates in Pomona’s First
Presbyterian Church.

For information or tickets, visit
the web site at www.pomonahope.
org/gala.

& e el &
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Dwight Pau, a 90-year-old YWCA volunteer, was named a "Senior Spotlight
Honoree" at last month's YWCA gala. Presenting the award, at right, is
YWCA of San Gabriel Valley CEO Debra Ward.
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Inside City Hall... from pg. 1

commission meetings in 2026.
Her attendance first was
reviewed in July by her fellow
commissioners who voted 3-3
on a motion to remove. The
motion failed because there was
no majority vote.

The staff report said Cole
asked staff to bring the item for
review to the council, which has
the final decision on removing a
commissioner.

A similar discussion at the
Dec. 4 commission meeting
focused on three additional
meeting dates missed in 2025,
this time by both Elizalde
and a second commissioner.
Commissioners at that meeting
voted 7-0 to take no action
regarding the absences.

The city’s ordinance
including bylaws for boards
and commissions states
that if a commissioner has
three absences — excused or
unexcused — within a calendar
year, the secretary “shall place

on the commission agenda
the recommendation to city
council for removal of the
commissioner.”

At the Aug. 3 council
meeting, the discussion lasted
about three minutes with

Councilmember Debra Martin
asking staff what the vote was
on a similar motion at the Parks
and Recreation Commission,
and  with  Councilmember
Nora Garcia asking Cole if
she supported removing her
appointee. Cole said she did.
There were no speakers from
the audience.

In her news release, Elizalde
said the city council action
required her to change her ballot
designation in the November
election which originally was
set to be listed as “Parks and
Recreation Commissioner.”

She said the council action was
“overriding the commission’s
decision and exposing a glaring
double standard in how the
council treats its appointees.”

According to the news
release, commissioners already
had reviewed her documented
absences which, she said,
included “absences tied to
the realities of childcare as a
working single mother.”

“Ididn’t step forward to serve
my community for a title — I did
it because I care,” Elizalde said.

“For more than 13+ years, I
have dedicated countless hours
to public service while raising
my family as a working-class
single mother.”

“When political retaliation
is used to push people like me
out, it raises a bigger question
— who gets the opportunity to
serve?” she added. “Working
people, parents and everyday
community members deserve a
seat at the table.”

Elizalde also said
councilmembers previously
have “shown more leniency

toward other commissioners by
retaining two Community Life
Commission members after
their commission recommended
removing them and by retaining
two Ethics Commission
members who reached the same
three-absence threshold in 2025
but were not removed.

She pointed out that one of
Preciado’s appointees to the
Cultural Arts Commission has
accumulated 16 documented
absences since 2019 “and
remains in office.”

La Nueva Voz reached out to
city officials to confirm these
absences and the resulting
action by councilmembers but
they were unable to respond
before deadline.

However, La Nueva Voz
scrolled through eight years
of Cultural Arts Commission
minutes on the city’s web site
and came up with 15 documented
absences since 2019 for Jovani
Esparza. A quick check
with the city clerk’s office
confirmed Esparza has served
as Preciado’s appointee since
2023, but apparently served
under a previous appointment at
least as far back as 2019. And
four of those 15 were during a
period serving as commission
chair.

Elizalde said the council’s
action “raises serious questions
about selective enforcement
and political motivation.”

“Even Elizalde’s absences,
including times when she had
a sick child, were scrutinized
and she was later indirectly
criticized for bringing her
child with her to a commission
meeting,” the release continued.
“For working mothers, that
creates an impossible standard.

Inside City Hall... pg. 8
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based on online balloting by members of the
“Excellence in Service”
awards were selected by DPOA staff.

A special recognition was presented to the
DPOA staff for their commitment, dedication
and hard work through the past year.

Pomona native Heidi Ortega, a homeowner
in Pomona since 2013, has served as DPOA
director since July 2025 after joining the
in 2022 first as operations
manager and then as chief of operations.

She has worked to help lead the “rebranding”
of Downtown Pomona, strengthen relationships
with businesses, property owners and the city,
and expand public safety and maintenance
efforts, all to make Downtown Pomona a
vibrant place to shop, dine, create and connect.

The theme of this year’s event was “The Art
celebrating local community
members, artists, business owners and leaders

community. The

organization

of Downtown,”

shaping the area.

The DPOA’s first annual

Pomona restaurants.

Statewide Recognition...
from pg. S

Elementary, Arroyo Elementary,
Cortez Mathematics & Science
Magnet, Decker Elementary,
Fremont Academy of Engineer-
ing and Design, Golden Springs
Elementary, Harrison School,
Kellogg Polytechnic Elementary,
Kingsley Elementary, Pantera
Elementary, Park West High
School, Philadelphia Elementary,
Ranch Hills Elementary and Si-
mons Middle School.
Thirteen additional
earned Gold recognition:
Allison Elementary, Barfield
Elementary, Emerson Middle
School, Ignacio Lopez Elemen-
tary, Lexington Elementary,
Lincoln Elementary, Madison
Elementary, Roosevelt Elemen-
tary, San Jose Elementary, Vejar
TK-8, Washington Elementary,
Westmont Elementary and Carl
H. Lorbeer Middle School.
Silver recognition was awarded
to John Marshall Middle School
and La Verne Charter School.
The schools will be formally
recognized during the 2026 Cali-
fornia PBIS Conference, sched-
uled for Oct. 8-9 in Sacramento.
Three PUSD schools selected
to present statewide
This year's conference will
carry additional significance for
Pomona Unified — in addition to
receiving statewide recognition,
Arroyo Elementary, Ranch Hills
Statewide recognition... pg. 8

schools

“Taste of
Downtown Pomona” provided samples of the
many foods offered by various Downtown

4 oy
Nate McMullen, at left, and lan McMullen, operators
of “Artist in the Alley,” accept the “Art Gallery of
the Year Award.”
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THE JOURNALISM INDUSTRY IS

UNIFIED

IN SUPPORT OF AB-2222

Alameda Post

America’s Newspapers

American Community Media

American Journalism Project

Arizona Media Association

Arkansas Press Association

Asian American Journalists Association of
Los Angeles

Association of Alternative Newsmedia
Bay Area Reporter

Bay City News

BenitoLink

Black Voice News (Riverside)
Bonneville International (TV, Radio)
Boyle Heights Beat

Broke-Ass Stuart (Bay Area)

Burbank Leader

California Black Media

California Broadcasters Association
California Independent News Alliance
California Mews Publishers Association
CalMatters

Capital & Main

CCNMA Latino Journalists of California
Central Valley Journalism Collaborative
ChicoSol

Cityside (Berkeleyside, Richmondside,
Qaklandside)

C hell V’u"ay Ind. p Adant

Coastal View News (Carpenteria)
Coastside News Group (Half Moon Bay
Review and Pacifica Tribune)

Colorado Press Association
Communication Workers of America
Connecticut Daily Mewspaper Association
EdSource

El Nuevo Saol (Northridge)

El Popular Bakersfield

Embarcadero Media Foundation
Florida Press Association

Freedom of the Press Foundation
Fullerton Observer

Glendale Mews Press

Golden State

Good Times Weekly (Santa Cruz)
Healdsburg Tribune

HHTV

Hispanic LA

Hoosier State Press Association

lllinois Press Association

Imperial Valley Press (El Centro)
Impulso Newspaper (LA)

India Currents (Silicon Valley)

Indian Voices/Indigenous Metwork (San
Diego)

Institute for Media and Public Trust (Fresno)
Institute for Nonprofit News

lowa Newspaper Association

J. The Jewish News of Morthern California
Journalism Chairs of the Cal State
University System

Kansas Press Association

KBIF 200

Kentucky Press Association

Kiosko News [LA)

KPBS

KQED

KRML Radio (Carmel)

KVCR Public Media

KWMR

KXO AM, KXO-FM and KXORADIO.COM
(Imperial County)

La NMueva Yoz (Pomonal)

La Opinion

LA Reporting Collective

LAist

Lake County News

Latine Media Collaborative

Little Saigon TV (Los Angeles, San Jose)
Local Independent Online Mews Publishers
Long Beach Post

Lookout Santa Cruz

Los Angeles Press Club

Los Angeles Public Press

Louisiana Press Association

Maine Press Association

Mariposa Gozette

Marquee Broadcasting West - Redwood
News

Massachusetts Newspaper Publishers
Association

MDDC Press Association

Media Action Center

Media Alliance

Media Guild of the West of The
NewsGuild-CWA

Michigan Press Association

Military Veterans in Journalism

MindSite Mews

Mineral King Publishing

Minnesota Newspaper Association
Mission Local (San Francisco)

Mississippi Press Association

Missouri Press Association

Montana Newspaper Association
MABET-CWA Local 51

Mapa Valley Register

National Newspaper Association
National Association of Broadcasters
National Association of Hispanic
Publications

Mational Mewspaper Publishers Association
| Black Press of America

Mational Trust for Local News

Mebraska Press Association

Meedles Desert-Star

Mevada City Community Broadcasters
Group

N la Press
MNew Jersey Press Association

Mew Mexico Press Association

Mew York Mews Publishers Association
MNews for Chinese (San Jose)
News,/Media Alliance

Newspaper Association of Idaho
Mguoi Viet Daily News (Westminster)
North Carolina Press Association
Morth Dakota Newspaper Association
Northern California Public Media
Nowruz Media (Bay Area)

Oakland Voices

Ohio Mews Media Association

Ojai Valley News

Oklahoma Press Association

A Ly

California has lost more than 12,000 journalists since 2002.
Contact Governor Newsom and ask him to sign AB 2222

to support local journalism.

More than 180 National and State Organizations, Including...

Oregon Mewspaper Publishers Association
Pacific Media Workers Guild of The
MewsGuild-CWA

Pacific Sun [Marin)

Pacifika By Design (Sacramento)

Palo Verde Valley Times

Pasadena Outlook

PBS KVIE / Abridged
PEN America
Pennsylvania NewsMedia Association

Paint Reyes Light

Public Knowledge

Public Media Company

Public Media Venture Group

Punjabi Radio (San Jose)

Radio Korea (Los Angeles)

Rebuild Local News

Report for America

Rhode Island Press Association

Robert C. Maynard Institute for Journalism
Education

Russian California / RusCali (RusCali.com)
SAG-AFTRA

San Francisco Chronicle

San Francisco Public Press

San Jose Spotlight

Santa Barbara Independent

Sonta Barbara News-Press

Santa Clara Weekly

Shafter-Wasco Publishing

Shasta Scout

Sierra Sun (Morth Lake Tahoe)

Silicon Valley Voice

Slavic Sacramento

Society of Professional Journalists
Solutions Journalism Network

South Carolina Press Association
Spanish Broadcasting System, inc.

5P), Greater LA Pro Chapter

Tahoe Tribune

Tehran Magazine (Los Angeles)
Tennessee Press Association

Texas Press Association

The Ark (Belvedere)

The LA Local

The Media and Democracy Project

The Mendocino Voice

The NewsGuild-CWA

The Riverside Record

The Sacramento Observer

Times Media Group

Tri-City Voice (Fremont, Newark and Union
City)

Trusting News

US Mews Express (Los Angeles County)
UsK-News

Utah Press Association

Ventura County Sun

Vermont Press Association

Virginia Press Association

Woashington Mewspaper Publishers
Association

Weeklys Media Group

White Ash Broadcasting, Inc (Valley Public
Radio)
Wi .

TN Meadia A iation
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Inside City Hall...
from pg. 6

If we expect working parents
to participate in public service,
there has to be room for the
realities facing working-class
families.”

Elizalde worked as a field
representative for Congress-

woman Norma Torres from
2022 to 2025.
La Nueva Voz asked

Preciado for a comment on the
development, but he declined,
repeating “as I mentioned that
night” that he recused himself
“for obvious conflict issues.”

Asked if he could confirm
the attendance record of his
Cultural Arts Commissioner, he
said he was unable to do so.

“It wasn't brought to my
attention,” he said.

In a related development,
an unofficial on-going “reader
poll” by The Pomonan, an on-
line self-described “indepen-
dent publication of essays, criti-
cism, photography and cultural
commentary,” showed Elizalde
taking an early lead last month
and reaching beyond the 50 per-
cent mark among poll partici-
pants before press time for this
issue of La Nueva Voz.

The latest results were 51.43
percent for Elizalde, 40.00 per-
cent for Preciado, and 8.57 per-
cent undecided.

Elementary and Westmont Ele-
mentary were selected as confer-
ence presenters, providing PUSD
educators an opportunity to share
their practices and experiences
with educators and educational
leaders from across California.
Each school will showcase a
different dimension of PUSD's
approach to PBIS while demon-
strating a shared commitment to
culturally responsive, student-

Statewide recognition... from pg. 6

centered systems.

Arroyo Elementary will pres-
ent “Connecting Home and
School: Parents, Data Systems,
and Positive Behavior Success.”
The Platinum-recognized school
will share its journey and dem-
onstrate how family engagement,
accessible data systems, consis-
tent schoolwide expectations,
staff learning and regular data-
review cycles can strengthen

Pomona Valley Hospital offers $50 mammograms
in October for ‘Breast Cancer Awareness Month’

Pomona  Valley Hospital
Medical Center will offer its an-
nual “Breast Cancer Awareness
Month” special next month, fea-
turing $50 mammograms without
a physician order or proof of in-
surance.

The program each year provides
area residents with access to breast
cancer screenings for women who
meet specific requirements.

To be eligible, women must be
over 40, must not have had a mam-
mogram in the past year, must not
have breast implants and do not
have a history of breast cancer in
the past five years. They must not
currently be experiencing breast
problems.

According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
about one in four women ages
50 to 74 had not received a mam-
mogram in the past two years in

Pomona Valley’s longest-running rummage
sale set for next month at Pilgrim

The longest-running rummage sale in the Pomona Valley is set to
resume on Saturday, Oct. 17, at Pilgrim Congregational Church in

Pomona.

Always a popular sale, the event is held from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Huge
amounts of donations enable the church to hold sales twice a year —
something it has been doing on a regular basis since November 1923.

The sale, conducted in rooms and patios throughout the grounds,
raises funds for the church while also providing quality, gently used
goods at very low prices for local families.

Items include adult and children’s clothing, toys, jewelry, pots and
pans, furniture, antiques, garden plants, holiday items and other house-

hold goods.

Many hardcover and paperback books also will be available, along

with many CDs and vinyl records.

Continuing a program that has become successful over the last few
years, the “Learning Materials Giveaway Room” again will provide
free educational materials for teachers, parents and others involved in

education.

These donations, by retired teachers and others, include still-useful
reading books, games, posters and other items for young people. They
will be offered at no cost during the hours of the rummage sale.

A tour of the historic church campus will be conducted during the
rummage sale by Pilgrim’s senior minister Rev. Dr. Patrick Horn.

Pilgrim Congregational is located at 600 N. Garey Ave., Pomona. For

information, call (909) 622-1373.

2022. This screening gap means
thousands of women are missing
the window when breast cancer is
most treatable, delaying diagnosis
until the disease is harder to catch
and treat, according to a hospital
news release.

To schedule a “3D” mammog-
raphy appointment, call (909)
469-9395 or visit www.pvhmc.
org/services/radiology.

Locations include the Breast
Health Center at the Robert &
Beverly Lewis Family Cancer
Care Center in Pomona, or Po-
mona Valley Imaging Center lo-
cations in Chino Hills, Claremont
and La Verne.

According to the American
Cancer Society, when breast can-
cer is caught at its earliest, local-
ized stage, the five-year relative
survival rate is more than 99 per-
cent.

behavioral supports and improve
student outcomes.

Ranch Hills Elementary will
present “Building a Culture
of Equity, Safety, and Belong-
ing: PBIS and Social and Emo-
tional Learning in Action.” The
Platinum-recognized school will
highlight how PBIS, social-emo-
tional learning, equity-centered
practices, multi-tiered systems of
support, data-informed decision-

making and family partnerships
can work together to strengthen
school culture and student en-
gagement.

Westmont Elementary  will
present “Beyond Rules: Cultivat-
ing Language, Culture, and Be-
longing through Dual-Language
PBIS.” The Gold-recognized
school will showcase how its du-
al-language community connects

Statewide recognition... pg. 21

Photo by Renee Barbee
Two participants in last week's fifth annual Pomona Youth Fest at The Union
experiment with one of their poses at the photo booth, provided by Po-
mona's On Time Photo Booth Rentals.

Outstanding students... from pg. 4

feels extremely validating,” she
said, adding that she credits her
family and school counselor with
encouraging her throughout her
academic journey and believing
in her potential.

She said she is motivated by
a desire to challenge herself,
continue learning, and become the
best version of herself she can be.

Beatty hopes to study civil
engineering at UCLA  or
UC Berkeley, followed by a
possible career in environmental
engineering, perhaps with an
environmental conservation
organization developing solutions
to global challenges like climate

change.
Students  vying for the
scholarships took the PSAT/

NMSQT testing last October in
their junior year. The test serves
as the initial screening in the
competition.

The nationwide pool of

semifinalists represents less than
one percent of U.S. high school
seniors and includes the highest
scoring entrants in each state.

The number of semifinalists in a
state is proportional to the state’s
percentage of the national total of
graduating seniors.

A semifinalist must have an
outstanding academic  record
throughout high school, be
endorsed and recommended by
a high school official, write an
essay and earn SAT or ACT scores
that confirm the student’s earlier
performance on the qualifying
test.

Selection is based on skills,
accomplishments, and potential
for success in rigorous college
studies without regard to gender,
race, ethnic origin or religious
preference.

Every finalist will compete
for one of 2,500 National Merit
Scholarships of $2,500. In

addition, about 770 corporate-
sponsored  scholarship awards
will be provided by about 130

corporations and  businesses,
and about 150 colleges and
universities are expected to

finance another 3,600 college-
sponsored scholarship awards for
finalists who will attend those
colleges.

Finalists will be notified of their
selection in February.

The National Merit Scholarship
Corp., a not-for-profit
organization that operates without
government  assistance,  was
established in 1955 to honor the
nation’s scholastic champions and
encourage the pursuit of academic
excellence.

More than 395,000
distinguished  students  have
earned the Merit Scholar title.
Pomona Unified School District
serves more than 20,000 students
in Pomona and Diamond Bar.
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A Community Concert for Families, & Friends to Enjoy.
Un concierto comunitario paro que su familia y sus amigos disfruten.

Sunday, October 25, 2026

The Fox Theatre 301 S Garey Ave, Pomona, CA

Doors open at 3 PM and Music starts at 4 PM.

Free | First Come, First Served

Food and Refreshments will be available for purchase.
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Photo by Renee Barbee
COMMUNITY RAISES FUNDS FOLLOWING TRAG-
IC ACCIDENT -- A community fundraiser barbecue
and raffle organized by Pomona police officers was
held this month outside the Pomona Police Depart-
ment for Brayden Serrano, 18, of La Verne, the son of
Pomona Police Det. Steve Prentice, who was severely
injured last month while in Maui just days after his 18th
birthday with his mother and a friend to attend a wed-
ding before getting ready to ship off to U.S. Army basic
training where he planned to become a drone special-
ist. According to a police spokesperson, Serrano dove
into a hotel pool and injured his neck, causing full pa-
ralysis to his lower extremities and partial paralysis to
his arms. His father reported Serrano misjudged the
depth of the pool in the dark and struck his head on
the bottom of the pool. He was expected to be air-
lifted by air ambulance back to California. More than
200 people attended the event. Prentice is a 32-year
veteran of the police department. Serrano had just
graduated from high school this year. For donations,
a "Go Fund Me" site has been set up under "Jennifer
Avila for Steve Prentice." Pictured are some of the
raffle items at the fundraiser.

Photo by Renee Barbee
'NO LIMBS NO LIMITS' IN-PERSON MEET AND GREET HOSTED BY THE
UNION -- Pomona's Ray Adamyk, owner of The Union (former Pomona YMCA),
hosted internationally renowned motivational speaker and author Nick Vuijicic at a
"red carpet" meet and greet and movie premiere of the film "No Limbs No Limits"
last week in The Cathedral Event Center inside The Union. Vujicic, who was
born without arms or legs, has transformed what many might see as limitations
into a remarkable testimony of courage, determination, and possibility. "His story
reminds us that our circumstances do not have to define our future," said Adamyk,
also founder of the organization Faith Leaders Connection, a partnership of
churches, organizations and businesses. Nationwide release of the film was
scheduled this week. Pictured, at left, is Vuijicic posing for photos with Diamond
Bar content creator and independent journalist Daniel Joseph Barela. A self-
described "PUSD alum," Barela interviewed Vujicic on the red carpet for his
media-focused social media channel "Danielincalifornia." Producer of the film
was Darren Moorman, whose award-winning credits include "Blue Miracle"
starring Dennis Quaid. An estimated 500 people attended the event.

Cal Poly Pomona professor selected as Fulbright Scholar to Portugal

Ivana Cvetkovic, an associate
professor of multimedia jour-
nalism at Cal Poly Pomona, has
received a prestigious Fulbright
Scholar Award to Portugal in
spring 2027.

Based at the Escola Superior
de Comunicagdo Social of the
Instituto Politécnico de Lisboa,
Cvetkovic will expand her re-
search into news reporting on
agriculture by interviewing jour-

nalists about how they cover ag-
ricultural news and farmer com-
munities, including their use of
social media outlets and online
outlets to disseminate news.
Like California, Portugal is
a leader in agriculture, being a
major producer and exporter of
cork, olive oil, tomato paste, and
wine. They are also an important
member of the European Union
“from farm to fork™ initiative,

with 80 percent of farms being
family-owned.

“The Fulbright is a wonderful
opportunity for a cross-cultural
comparison of journalism prac-
tices in Portugal and in Califor-
nia, which will be a key focus of
a larger research project,” said
Cvetkovic. “I am very excited
for this opportunity to teach and
collaborate with colleagues from

Fulbright Scholar... pg. 17
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JONAH’S SUPERHEROISM FUND WINNER

Superheroes: Stand up for others
By Tovi Han

When we think about superheroes,
Marvel movie characters usually pop
into mind. What can superheroes do?
They fight evil and save innocents. What
can I do as a sixth grader? I can do my
part to protect innocents and save lives
in our community. For example, I can be
a superhero on campus by volunteering
at an animal shelter and standing up for
others who need help. Let me give you
more details about being a superhero.

Jonah Hwang

I will start my story with protecting
the innocent. Last year, when I was a
fifth grader, I observed something during
break time. I used to have a little buddy
named Arthur. He was a second grader.
Arthur was not tall and was a bit shy.
I saw Arthur pass by some taller sixth
graders, and they were calling Arthur
some funny nicknames, even though
those are not bad words. But that's not
nice. I rushed over to get close to Arthur
and told the sixth graders to stop it. If
they were mean or unfriendly to Arthur,
I would inform the supervisors. I was
proud of myself and stood up for my
little buddy.

Next, let’s talk about being a superhero
for our community. I often see news
about animal abuse cases or animals
being rescued from abandonment. I
started helping by volunteering on
projects such as making rope toys, sock
toys, and blankets to keep them warm,
and by donating cat or dog food. Even
though I can’t afford to help animals
financially at my age, I still want to
be a superhero who saves lives in the
community.

To stand up as a superhero, I will not
tolerate bullying around me. Besides

what I learned from karate about anti-
bullying and self-defense, I expect
myself to stand up for others who seek
help. Whether on campus or off, I will
always show kindness and help those
who struggle. If I see taller students
trying to play tricks or bully the shorter
students, I will stand up to protect them,
get adults involved and even defend
them. I will show empathy and always
use my strength for good — something
good, even small, like helping
elders cross the crosswalk,
holding the door open to help
people with disabilities pass
through heavy doors, and
assisting with park or beach
cleanup.

I truly believe that what
I am working on will make
a difference. Even though
it’s not huge or visible, it
matters. I can be a superhero
by taking responsibility,
being respectful to others,
spreading  kindness, and
standing up to unfairness. I
will fight for those who can’t
fight for themselves, be a
responsible citizen and do my
best as a superhero.

Editor’s Note: Tovi
Han, a sixth grader at
Pantera Elementary School
in Diamond Bar, was the winner of
this year’s “Jonah’s Superheroism
Fund” essay contest held each year in
schools throughout Pomona Unified
School District. To help support the
expansion of this contest, donate at
www.superheroism.org and indicate
Jonah’s Superheroism Fund in the gift
purpose box. Or mail donations to:
Pomona Community Foundation, 101
W. Mission Blvd. #110-201, Pomona, CA
91766 with Jonah’s Superheroism Fund
written in the check memo line. Any
donations given in Jonah's memory are
tax deductible. For information, contact
info@jonahslight.org.  This program
was created in honor of Jonah Hwang
in February 2017 when he was killed
at the age of 8 in an apparent drive-by
shooting into a house in the 1100 block
of West 1lth Street in Pomona while
having dinner with his parents and
family friends. He had been adopted
from an orphanage in Taiwan and had
been in this country for less than three
years at the time. With an outpouring of
support from the community, his family
established this fund to honor Jonah’s
creative, athletic and generous spirit

Stand up for others... pg. 18
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Our Stead Heart | 4 FAIRPLEX PRESENTS o
& Vascular Center
Is nationally
recognized for

OCTOBER 2-17

America’s top heart and stroke organizations
recently honored Pomona Valley Hospital
Medical Center (PVHMC) with two national
recognitions - one for heart care, by awarding
us the Heart Failure Gold Plus Quality
Achievement Award and one for stroke care
with the Stroke Gold Flus Quality Achievement

Awards. For both heart and stroke, PVHMC G'H.E’ETLHE%
earned additional honor roll recognitions,
as well as an Advanced Therapy honor for
stroke care. We accomplished these by

implementing a high standard of care that
prioritizes evidence-based practices and
positive outcomes for our patients.

With decades of experience, you can rest
assured that you're in good hands at PYHMC.

GET WITH THE
Learn more at pvhmc.org. GUIDELINES.

POMONA VALLEY HOSPITAL
MEDICAL CENTER

Expert care with a personal touch

f ©

1798 N. Garey Avenue, Pomona, CA 91767
909.865.9500 « www.pvhmc.org

FAIRPLEX.COM/OKTOBERFEST
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North Pomona’s first ‘travel ball’ youth baseball league off and running

If you Google “travel ball,”
the “Al Overview” tells you that
“travel ball is a highly competi-
tive, independent tier of youth
sports — most commonly baseball
or softball — where players are
selected through tryouts to play
on teams that travel for weekend
tournaments.”

Travel ball youth baseball
teams have been playing in South
Pomona for years.

But thanks to a motivated group
of adults, kids and community
supporters, the first-ever travel
ball teams are now playing in
North Pomona — the ‘“Pomona
Select” teams known as the “Sun
Devils” (9- and 10-year-olds) the
“Blue Devils” (11-year-olds) and
“Pomona Blue Devils” (12- and
13-year-olds).

And they all got together on a
Saturday last month to hold a very
professional car wash fundraiser
in the CVS parking lot at Towne
Avenue and Foothill Boulevard
with the help of Leo Arredondo,
owner of Uppercuts 909 barber
shop in the shopping center, a
member of the Pomona Chamber
of Commerce and a supporter of
travel ball.

Denise Valdez, a team mom for
the Sun Devils, said the three new
teams — which she describes as
one league with three divisions —
were organized in June.

A lot of the players played —
and still play — with Ted Greene
Little League out of Pomona’s
Ted Greene Park, she said.

Valdez said the parents
wanted to offer the kids
something “to extend their
opportunities, to travel and

place all day long with a professional
system of moving the cars through
and easy-ups with everything from
pizza for the kids to a gift shop with
baseball items featuring the team
logos.

experience new games, new skills,
and get them better for their next
position in life.”

All of the kids attend schools
in North Pomona. Her 9-year-
old son, Josiah “Pookie” Rivera,
a fourth grader at Pomona’s
Harrison Elementary  School,
plays for the Sun Devils team.

Then how wide of an area do
they travel to for games?

“At the moment that we are
starting, we are staying local —
we are traveling to Jurupa Valley,

Pictured are logo stickers of two of the
new “travel ball” teams in North Pomona.
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And then the real workers came over
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to finish the job -- a whole lot of them, all travel ball players. La Nueva Voz

told them the van never looked so good!

Fontana, we stay here in Pomona
and we are hoping to get blessed
to be able to travel to other places
as well,” she said.

And how many games are
there in the season?

“The season is going to be all
year round,” Valdez said. “Our
travel team is doing a whole lot
of fundraising so our parents
don’t have to pay much out
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Baseball dads and "travel ball" supporter Leo Arredondo (working on the driver's side door of the La Nueva Voz

news van) are pictured hard at work at last month's car wash outside his La Nueva Voz favorite Uppercuts 909

barbershop.

of their pocket — travel ball can
be very expensive so we want to
raise as much as we can to help
our kids, keep them, of course, out
of the street, get them skilled and
prepared for their future as either
future major league baseball
players or just for a hobby and just
keep them entertained.”

She explained  that a
“tournament” normally consists
of two games in one day and then
the following day there’s an extra
game.

“We’re hoping to do two
tournaments a month,” she said.

And the number of tournaments

Ty

o

they can do depends on having
the funds available to enter a
tournament.

Want to get involved? Valdez
suggests following them on Insta-
gram at “Pomona Select Teams”
and message them with questions,
positions your child can play, and
how to sign up. Their availabil-
ity is important also — if they are
playing Little League Baseball,
Valdez said her teams would want
to work around their schedule.

For more information, call
(909) 670-8076 or e-mail pselect.
teams4@gmail.com.

Please visit our web site at
www.lanuevavoz.net to see the latest issue
of La Nueva Voz, past issues and more!
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Pumpkin Fest set to open at Cal Poly’s Kellogg Ranch!

The 33rd annual Cal Poly Pomona “Pumpkin Fest” at Kellogg Ranch opens next
month for four weekends of corn mazes, pony rides, a petting farm, a marketplace,
plenty to eat and drink and some good old-fashioned pumpkin shopping for kids of all
ages with an entire hillside loaded with pumpkins of all sizes for sale.

Festival dates are weekends only — from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Oct. 10 and 11, 17 and
18,24 and 25, and Oct. 31.

Always a popular event for everyone, the annual “end of summer” celebration is
produced by Kellogg Ranch under the auspices of the Don B. Huntley College of
Agriculture.

It places an emphasis on fun, food and, of course, the connection between agricul-
ture and California’s economy.

And Cal Poly-grown pumpkins are available to all — whether one or two or an entire
wagon load (you have to bring your own wagon).

Cal Poly’s College of Agriculture prides itself on providing train- ‘ _ : . i
ing for the next leaders in the food, agriculture and apparel indus- | T4 g/' o b ' . o L
tries. X i .

Student clubs from the College of Agriculture will be on hand
throughout the event with booths offering food, games, clothing and
merchandise.

The event brings to life the work of the students, giving thou-
sands of visitors the chance to experience what they grow, create,
and learn at Cal Poly.

The Pumpkin Fest is located on the Cal Poly campus next to the
Farm Store. For tickets and information, visit the web site at pump-
kinfestival.cpp.edu.

Oktoberfest returns to Fairplex
for three weekends of fun

No worries, it’s all good, raising a stein at Oktoberfest at Pomo-
na’s Fairplex is good cardiovascular exercise and good for build-
ing biceps at the same time.

So come on down — Oktoberfest is once again coming to Fair-
plex for three weekends of Bavarian food, beer, live music and
plenty of Oktoberfest fun.

The annual celebration takes place Fridays and Saturdays, Oct.
2 through Oct. 17, from 6 to 11 p.m. at Fairplex.

The Rheinlanders, a traditional Oom Pah Pah band, will perform
every night, entertaining guests with foot-stomping tunes and get-
ting the crowd involved with favorites including the “chicken
dance” and stein-holding contests.

Each weekend also features a tribute band — scheduled for Oct.

. _ s

File hoto
Pictured are pumpkins on the hill at the 2024 Pumpkin Fest at Cal Poly Pomona's Kellogg Ranch.

2 and 3 is Amor Prohibido Band, a tribute to Selena; Oct. 9 and 10, r

DSB (Don'’t Stop Believin’), a Journey tribute band; and Oct. 16 MON D'AY’ NOVEMBER 2’ 2026
and 17, Red Hot Cholo Peppers, a combination of funk, rock and Breakfast @7:30 AM* Shotgun: @9:00 AM
Red Hot Chili Peppers. LUMCHEON AND AWARDS CEREMONY TO FOLLOW

This year’s Oktoberfest features an expanded menu of German
favorites, from traditional bratwurst and schnitzel to sweet treats
and Oktoberfest-inspired creations. ~ GLENDORA COUNTRY CLUB

Highlights include a German fish sandwich, “schnitzel” sand- i’ 2400 Country €lub Dr., Glendora, CA 91741
wich with a choice of breaded veal or chicken cutlet, beer-braised
bratwurst with onions and peppers on a pretzel roll, and Oktober-
fest Festbier Pizza with beer mustard sauce.

Admission is $17 for Fridays and $20 for Saturdays when pur-
chased in advance online. At the gate, admission is $20 on Fridays

and $25 on Saturdays. *400 * ,5‘00
A “Raise Your Stein” bundle online is $30 for Fridays and $35 PER PLAYER PER FOURSOME

for Saturdays and includes admission, a stein and a first pour.
Parking is $22.50 online and $26 at the gate.
For tickets and information, visit fairplex.com/oktoberfest.

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

Please visit our web site at
www.lanuevavoz.net to see the latest
issue of La Nueva Voz,
past issues and more!
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‘Nuestra Casa Museum of History and Culture’ opens in Downtown Pomona
\_Tht".

Pomona’s newest museum, the
Nuestra Casa Museum of History
and Culture, celebrated its grand
opening last month to present
to the community the results of
an effort that, in the words of
founding board member Cristina
Carrizosa, “started from nothing.”

“Today is a very special day, not
only for us, board members, for the
community, and for our families,”
Carrizosa said at the event that
included a ribbon-cutting, music
and folklorico dancing by members
of Ballet No Te Rajes Jalisco of
the Galan Cultural Center. “It’s
taken a lot of work, a lot of effort
to build something like this. It was
an idea, it was just something that
happened a few years ago.”

Carrizosa said the project began
with Mike Suarez, Luis Juarez and
Angela Sanbrano.

“The direction the group took
was fantastic — it wasn’t easy,” she
said. “We met night after night
in the kitchen at my home. If my
kitchen could talk, it would tell
you how many projects have been
carried out in my kitchen.”

“What I had in mind was to
create something where the

children and the young people can
learn a little bit more about their
families, about the city where they
live, about where their parents and
their grandparents come from,”

MILIA. SOMOS |{|':*|1.’.‘|!| SI'I"1'I"I’~‘. EL FllTURU

Pictured are some of the many cultural artlfacts and hlstorlcal summaries on display at the new museum.

she added. “So many years of
working in a school, I saw so
many kids that had no idea where
they came from, their parents
came from.”

She said many of them never
even came to Downtown Pomona
from South Pomona.

Carrizosa said one day she took
an old molcajete, a round stone
mortar used for spices and salsa,
to school.

“It was like a big deal because all
of a sudden, they saw something,
something  they  recognized

. they saw something that
resembled their home,” Carrizosa
said. “They felt ‘it’s important for
my school to have something like
that, something that my mom and
grandma use all the time” making
salsa and guacamole.

“They were sharing stories and
it was wonderful, and that stuck to
my mind, these kids need that, and
that’s why when Luis and Mike
said ‘let’s do it,”” she knew it was
a good idea.

Carrizosa told the group in
Spanish that there are other
museums but they don’t know the
history of Pomona.

“We had a little bit of money
that all of us put together, and
here we are,” she said. “With
your support, with the community
support, this museum can survive,
it can expand, it can be
an institution for this city,
because this city needs
it,” she said. “This city
has an enormous amount
of history that practically
nobody knows, or at least

R

CUTI'ING THE RIBBON -- Cristina Carrizosa, who helped Iaunch Pomona’s new Nuestra Casa Museum of Hlstory and
Culture with organizational meetings in her kitchen, cuts the ribbon last month at its grand opening. Pictured, from left,
are museum volunteer Alice Gomez, Board President Luis Juarez, Board Secretary Carrizosa, Board member at large -
public relations Angela Sanbrano, Board Treasurer Mike Suarez, advisor and museum document editor Oscar Segovia, and
museum volunteer Donna Otero. Gomez and Otero both assisted in editing donated material from their own families in the
community. Not pictured is Board member (financial advisor) Francisco Espinosa.

the kids don’t know
it.”

She said the name
of the museum -
“Nuestra Casa” was
selected because it
means “our home.”

“This is everybody’s
home, and everybody’s

welcome,” Carrizosa
said.

Founding board
member Angela
Sanbrano told the

group that organizers
decided because it is
the 250th anniversary
of the independence
of the United States,
it was appropriate to
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Museum... pg. 19 Pictured are two of many historical summaries on display at the museum tracking

N
N\

CALIFORNIA'S LIIICJ‘{"J[I* L:‘I.TIhCI HlRI'I!L[ E JOURNEY

I'-'I r ,-.

Chicanos, farm workers and more.

§

The American flag, the flag of Mexico, the logo
of the United Farm Workers and a poster from EIl
Teatro Campesino, the cultural arm (founded in
1965) of the United Farm Worker movement all are
on display at the museum.
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of the Year," and Los Angeles County Fire Department Capt. Eric McNamara, at right, was named "Firefighter of the Year."
ment in 2004 and has served as a patrol officer, worked in the Major Crimes Task Force as a gang officer, worked in the Major Narcotics Unit and was promoted to
the rank of detective in 2014. McNamara, who first served as a firefighter while serving in the U.S. Air Force, joined the Los Angeles County Fire Department in 2008
and has been serving Pomona for the past 10 years. He served as a paramedic at Station 183 for nine years and now is assigned as a Captain for the north side of
Pomona at Station 186. Pictured in the photo above at left are, from left, Optimist Vice President Devynn Stein-Marquez, Optimist President Sonia Molina, Secretary
M. Joyce Bakersmith, Estrada, and Pomona Police Capt. Alyssa Bostrom. Pictured in the photo at right with McNamara is Optimist Secretary M. Joyce Bakersmith.

Cal Poly Pomona underwater robotics team earns second place at world championship

A Cal Poly Pomona student team
— the Pomona Subsea Initiative —
took home second place honors in
June in the “Pioneer Class” at the
2026 MATE ROV Competition
world championship in St. John’s,
Newfoundland, and Labrador,
Canada.

MATE, originally the Marine
Advanced Technology Education
Center, is an organization working
to inspire and challenge students to
learn and creatively apply STEM
(science, technology, engineering
and math) skills to solving real-

world problems.

The ROV competition (in this
case remotely operated under-
water vehicles) is a part of their
work.

Cal Poly senior Lauren
McLaury also earned the “En-
gineering Presentation MVP”
title, which recognizes the stu-
dent who leads the most im-
pactful technical presentation,
articulating the team’s design
process, project execution and
results.

More than 80 teams from 10
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Cal Poly Pomona's "remotely operated underwater vehicle," plctured where
it should be, of course, under water, enabled a student team to win second
place in the "Pioneer Class" this summer in the international MATE ROV

Competition World Championship.

. hotoé by Renee Barbee
PUBLIC SAFETY AWARD HONOREES -- Members of the Pomona Optimist Club recognized their 2025-2026 "Public Safety Award Honorees" last month in an
awards presentation at Fuego at the Metro Event Center in Downtown Pomona. Pomona Police Detective Dave Estrada, pictured at left, was named "Police Officer

Estrada joined the Pomona Police Depart-

REMOTELY OPERATED UNDERWATER VEHICLE TEAM MEMBERS -- Cal Poly Pomona’s team won second place in

Fulbright scholar...
from pg. 11

another polytechnic institution.”

A former reporter, Cvetkov-
ic’s research and teaching in-
terests are at the intersection of
media, technology and culture,
growing online and social media
news reporting, and multimedia
journalism.

The Fulbright U.S. Schol-
ars program is an international
academic exchange of scholars
and professionals founded to
increase mutual understanding
and to support friendly relations
between people from the United
States and other countries. It is
administered by the U.S. De-
partment of State’s Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Af-
fairs.

Since the Fulbright Scholar
Exchange was established in the
1953-54 academic year, 46 Cal
Poly Pomona faculty members
have participated.

June at the 2026 MATE ROV Competition World Championship in Newfoundland and Canada. Pictured with team members
are Daniel Silguero, holding the remotely operated underwater vehicle (ROV), and, just behind him at left, Lauren McLaury.

The two led the two-year effort.

countries competed in the event
which challenged student teams
to design, build and pilot the un-
derwater vehicles to complete
missions modeled after real-
world ocean engineering prob-
lems.

The 13-member Cal Poly Po-
mona team entered the Pioneer
Class, a competition category
for first-year university teams,
technical schools and community
colleges. Mechanical engineer-
ing students McLaury and Dan-

iel Silguero, who had experience
developing underwater robotics
systems, recruited the other team
members and led the two-year ef-
fort.

Challenges included tasks such
as connecting underwater cables,
turning valves, deploying and
recovering sensor modules, and
surfacing heavy objects with the
team’s inflatable lift bag.

“The level of innovation, pro-
fessionalism and perseverance
displayed by these students con-

tinues to raise the bar each year,”
said Jill Zande, executive director
of MATE. “By solving authentic
engineering challenges in world-
class facilities, students are de-
veloping the technical and pro-
fessional skills needed to become
the next generation of engineers,
technologists and innovators.”

The Cal Poly team plans to
build on its debut performance
by competing in the “Explorer
Class,” the highest level of com-
petition, next year.
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Research firm focuses on ‘best practices’ in addressing school closures

California school districts face
new and uncharted challenges
amid the state's unprecedented de-
cline in the number of school-age
children.

National Demographics (NDC)
this month released a new “white
paper,” "Closing Schools Without
Breaking Trust: Best Practices for
California School Districts Facing
Declining Enrollment,” outlin-
ing best practices in community
engagement, transparency, and
effective management to address
California's new demographic re-
ality.

According to an NDC news
release, school closures are per-
haps the most difficult challenge a
school district can face. They can
generate contentious community
disputes and result in unhealthy
divisions between parents, stu-
dents, and the elected officials
who represent them.

“And small schools are not nec-
essarily a bad thing — but they are
expensive,” the release continued.
“Similarly, declining enrollment

can be efficiently managed, es-
pecially in this era of rapidly in-
creasing per-student funding from
the state. Each district's situation
must be proactively managed.
Ignoring the changes ultimately
harms the students. In this new
demographic environment "Sta-
tus Quo" management leads only
to imminent crisis, a financial
situation forcing poorly-informed
decision-making, and a lost sense
of shared purpose between the
community and the school board.”

“Proactive planning includes a
transparent process engaging the
community in defining a ‘right-
sized’ school and identifying a
path to achieve those goals,” the
release continued. “Every choice
involves trade-offs and there are
no simple answers. A well-man-
aged process ensures all sides
understand both the data used to
reach that decision and the rea-
soning behind it — even for those
who disagree with the ultimate
choice.”

NDC's white paper describes

The following public service ads are courtesy of La Nueva Voz

the community engagement, the
discussion around deciding what
programs schools should offer and
how big schools need to be to sup-
port those programs, and how to
achieve those goals.

NDC (National Demographics
Corporation), based in Glendale,
is a pioneer in demographic anal-
ysis, districting and redistricting.
It has completed more than 600
projects for more than 450 Cali-
fornia schools, community col-
leges, cities and special districts.

Following is the unedited exec-
utive summary of the white paper:

Across California, many public
school districts face a difficult re-
ality. Declining enrollment, unde-
rused facilities, staffing challeng-
es, aging campuses, and budget
pressures are forcing leaders to
consider closing or consolidat-
ing schools. These decisions are
among the hardest any school
board can make. A school is not

School closures... pg. 20

Stand up for others...
from pg. 12

with the mission to invest in the
future of Pomona. Guests at
his memorial service had been
encouraged to attend dressed
as “super heroes” in honor of
Jonah’s love for the adventure
characters and their movies.
The annual poster and essay
competition started in 2020 at
Jonah’s school, Cortez Math and
Science Magnet School, and has
continued to expand throughout
the school district since. This

year’s theme was “Superheroes
stand up!”  Jonah’s mother,
Karen Hwang, told La Nueva
Voz she and her husband were
“touched by the reflection of
attributes in Tovi so similar to
Jonah’s compassion and kindness
and the display of superhero-like
courage to stand up for fairness.
It is truly admirable the level of
maturity that can be expressed
by a sixth grader that we can all
learn from.”

Need an income tax deduction? Donate your car!

Contact Pastor Doug Brissette, Greater New Foundation Fellowship
Church, 841 S. Main St., Pomona, in a building designated a historic
landmark by the Pomona City Council!

(The church building, constructed in 1922 and 1923, originally was
the home of Pomona’s Mount Zion Baptist Church, believed by his-
torians to be the city’s first Black church to hold on-going programs.)

Info: greaternewfoundfellchurch@gmail.com

ANNOUNCEMENT

Project Sister Family Services

Feeding the Hungry,
Sheltering the Homeless

Abused by your partner
and need help?
24-hour hotline:

(909) 988-5559 or toll

free at (877) 988-5559

Sexual Assault and
G distribution:

Child Abuse Services rocBeertya (I;Se:teu, on

009-626-4357 1753 N. ParkAve,  HOPEL 4

B Pomona
or 626-966-4155 Volunteering: 909-622-3806

www.projectsister.org www.inlandvalleyhopepartners.org
HOUSE OF RUTH Pomona Public Library Hours

Pomona Public Library Hours
Monday through Thursday:
Noon to 7 p.m.
Saturday: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday and Sunday: Closed

Info on student group programs at AGRIscapes:
www.agriscapes.cpp.edu
4102 S. University Drive, Pomona (next to the Farm Store)

End your tax worries
today. Let us make your
tax problem our priority.
Scared, stuck with high

tax amounts? Our A+

tax professionals can

help. Call for a FREE
consultation. Call Priority
Tax now 1-855-601-3697

WANTED: CASH PAID
for large collections of
electronics including
ham radio equipment,
stereo equipment,
glass vacuum tubes,
test equipment, early
computers, and more.
Call or text Ethan at 775-
386-2506

AUTOS WANTED

End your tax worries
today. Let us make your
tax problem our priority.
Scared, stuck with high

tax amounts? Our A+

tax professionals can
help. Call for a FREE

Sign up for Pomona Unified School District’s
Free ‘Early Learning Literacy’ App!
It's a fun way to improve reading skills.
Register at www.myf2b.com/register/pomona
footsteps2brilliance

La Nueva Voz is a proud member of

PUSD'’s Literacy Collaborative.

consultation. Call Priority
Tax now 1-855-601-3697

HEALTH/MEDICAL  |DID YOU KNOW Call 1-916-
DENTAL INSURANCE Newspaper- 288-6011
from Physicians Mutual generated Discover the
égi:frgggefgo‘{ggagis content is so Power of
procedures. Real dental valuable it's NEWSPaPer
insurance - NOT just a taken and Advertising.
di_?;;:guw P'anl-got not repeated, For MORE
wait! Lall now! et your
FREE Dental Information condensed, INFORMATION
Kit with all the details! broadcast, call 916-288-
1-32i;§g%§5;10w- tweeted, 6011 or email
calnews #6758 discussed, cecelia@cnpa.
posted, copied, com
LOANS edited, & emailed
RETIRED COUPLE countless times
$$%$$ for business throughout the
purpose Real ?
Estate loans. Credit gah{ .?ygﬁgleztéss
unimportant. V.I.P. ail 1- B -
Trust Deed Company 6011
www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-
principal DRE 01041073.
MISCELLANEOUS
Wesley Financial
Group, LLC. Timeshare
Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and
fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational

package and learn
how to get rid of
your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call
855-403-2314

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.LP. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Need to advertise in La Nueva Voz?
Call Renee Barbee, V.P. of Marketing and Operations

(909) 629-2292

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248-0000 eroker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Roeal Estate Liconse #01041073  CA Department of Real Estale, NMLS #339217

Private Partyloans geserally have higher interest rates, points & fees than comventional discount loans
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observe the anniversary from the
Mexican-American and Chicano
and Chicana perspective from the
people of Pomona.

“The exhibit reflects that in
1776, half of the U.S. territory was
part of Mexico, and it was not until
1848 when the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo was signed that Mexicans
became part of the United States,”
she added. “And the rest is history.
Our history is rich, we have made
significant contributions to the
social, political, and economic
development of the United States.”

“It is a history of resilience
and resistance,” she said. ‘“The
opening of Nuestra Casa Museum
is in fact an act of resistance against
the violation of civil rights in the
Constitution of the United States,
because through executive policies
and federal mandates, the Trump
administration has turned history
into a political battleground,
launching an intentional cultural
war, claiming that the erasing is
mirroring of Mexican-American
history.”

“Through the initiatives like the

_— - 3 -
Folklorico ballet dancers from Galan Cultural Center's Ballet No Te Rajes

Museum... from pg. 16
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Luis Juarez
Museum Board President

Yuen told the group she has
worked closely with Pomona’s
Jose Calderon, also a supporter
of the new Pomona museum, for
decades.

“What Nuestra Casa Museum
is doing today is what the Chinese
American Museum did 22 years
ago,” she said of the museum that
is located in El Pueblo Historical
Monument in Downtown Los
Angeles, which Yuen explained is

Jalisco performed at the grand opening of Pomona's new Nuestra Casa

Museum of History and Culture.

1776 Commission . . . diversity,
equity and inclusion, and targeted
attacks on ethnic studies, the Trump
administration is attempting to
erase the history of people of color
in this country,” she said. “There’s
no way you can erase the history
of the people of the United States,
and that includes all of us, all the
people of color.”

Also attending the event were
Gay Yuen, board chair of Friends
of the Chinese American Museum
in Los Angeles, and Michael
Truong, executive director of the
museum.

the site of the original Chinatown
in Los Angeles.

‘We were kicked out — the
Chinese were kicked out again and
again throughout California, but
in L.A., we were kicked out in the
1930s when all the Chinese were
kicked out so they can build the
train station -- Union Station was
built after decimating and chasing
out the Chinese,” she said.

“Our mission is the same as
yours, to continue to capture and
tell the stories of the Chinese who
came to the United States,” she
said. “For many of you, your

| s

Cristina Carrizosa
Museum Board Secretary
history is not coming to the United
States, you were already here in

the United States.”

“This is so significant for you
to bring a museum together to tell
your story, so when we heard about
today, we said we had to come,”
she added. “So congratulations
and we hope for a long, long
blessed institution for you and the
people of Pomona.”

The logo for the new museum

was created by 1l-year-old
Michael Ogama, the great
grandson of founding board

president Luis Juarez.

Donors who contributed
$10,000 or more received a free
coffee cup marking the occasion.

Organizers said the museum was
designed to have a “transformative
impact” on the Pomona area
by  fostering civic  pride,
strengthening the region’s cultural
infrastructure, and contributing to
the revitalization of Downtown
Pomona.

It also is offering opportunities
for funding support from
individuals, businesses and
philanthropic organizations
interested in becoming “founding
supporters.”

Founding board  members
include Luis Juarez, president;
Cristina  Carrizosa, secretary;
Mike Suarez, treasurer; Angela
Sanbrano, public relations; and
Francisco Espinosa, accountant.

The museum is located in
Downtown Pomona’s Mission
Promenade at 101 W. Mission
Blvd., Suite 108, Pomona.

For information or to contribute
— either items for the museum or to
make financial contributions — call
(840) 275-1230 or e-mail info@
nuestracasa.com.

‘Si Se Puede’ art
exhibition opens
at the dA

An opening artist reception
was held this month at the dA
Center for the Arts in Down-
town Pomona for “Si Se Puede
(Yes We Can) 2026 Arte Campe-
onx,” an exhibition that explores
themes of immigration, heritage,
community, cultural identity and

advocacy.
The show examines the
strength, resilience, advocacy

and determination of breaking
down barriers, breaking free
from oppressive systems and
stereotypes by communities who
continue to overcome, claiming
more spaces, and continuing to
work for a better present and fu-
ture.

Through art and visual story-
telling, the exhibition celebrates
cultural heritage and shared ex-
periences, and displays the pow-
er of collective action. It also
serves as a reminder that “Si Se
Puede” is more than a statement.

Included is the work of some
34 artists and educators from Po-
mona and throughout the region,

Art exhibition... pg. 23
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POMONA VALLEY MEMORIAL PARK
Cemetery ® Mausoleums ® Crematory
tel: 909.622.2029 ¢ fax: 909.622.4726

Pomona Valley Memorial Park is a 56-acre nonprofit cemetery operating since 1876. The cemetery,
which serves all faiths, offers a beautiful, serene, and affordable cemetery choice.

Pomona Valley Memorial Park es un cementerio de 56 acres sin fines de lucro establecido en 1876... un
cementerio que ofrece belleza y tranquilidad a precios reazonables.

RRNGLSRER—ESM 56 RENIFEFIEREM, 5 1876 £HRIZE.
MAREIRS, REHEW. THRENSSENEERE.

Pomona Valley Memorial Park is a nonprofit corporation.

Affordable pre-payment plans for your peace of mind.
Call and make an appointment today for a free consultation.
Witness cremation service available.

Planes econdmicos de pagos por adelantado.
Llame ahora para fijar una cita de consulta gratis.
Servicios para presencia la cremacion disponible.

MESLEMTN T, EEROTT.
JREERY, EXREBEMN.
REIE A ZERS

Cemetery Grounds: 8 am to 5 pm daily

Mausoleum: 9 am to 4 pm daily
Office: 8 am to 4:30 pm, Monday- Friday

502 E. Franklin Avenue, Pomona, CA 91766

pomonacemetery@verizon.net * www.pomonacemetery.com

ZEH N FARED
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Looking for a little light bedtime reading?
How about your sample ballot!

Sample ballots should be ar-
riving in mailboxes of registered
voters in Los Angeles County
pretty much any time now.

So, if you are looking for a
little interesting bedtime read-
ing, you might want to cuddle
up with the propositions, par-
ticularly Propositions 40, 41, 42
and 44 (we know, you were just
thinking those were the exact
propositions you were going to
read up on, right?).

Actually, those hit close to
home here in Pomona for a va-
riety of reasons, as brought to
our attention by our friends at
Tzunu Strategies, really essen-
tially a public relations firm that
doesn’t call itself a public rela-
tions firm, with offices in Los
Angeles and Sacramento.

For example, Prop 40 might
have an impact here. Accord-
ing to a Tzunu analysis, it would
place a onetime tax on the
state’s roughly 200 billionaires.
But opponents point to a provi-
sion allowing state legislators
later to expand the tax without
another vote — plus it is written
to sit outside the constitutional
school funding guarantee, which
could have an impact on readers
with kids in school.

Pomona is home to two re-
spected universities, a revital-
ized Downtown Pomona Arts
Colony, and generations of fam-

ilies who have built their lives
here. It is also a city where
median household income lags
behind the rest of Los Ange-
les County and roughly one in
seven residents lives below the
poverty line.

The promise of a new tax that
would generate $100 billion for
health care, food assistance, and
education is worth paying at-
tention to. It’s also fair to ask
whether that promise would ac-
tually reach families in Pomona
in a meaningful way.

According to the Tzunu anal-
ysis, the measure falls short and
a no vote is urged on Prop 40.

Prop 41 would require an in-
dependent state audit of a pro-
gram’s finances before any new
special tax can fund it, plus on-
going audits after. As Tzunu
pointed out, it tends to resonate
with those who run small busi-
nesses or send money to fam-
ily, perhaps in another country,
since it is framed around the
same standard of accountability
they already hold themselves to.

Across Pomona, work of-
ten starts before sunrise — at
warehouses and distribution
centers and at small business-
es lining Garey Avenue and
Second Street. The rule is the
same everywhere — show up,
do the work, and the books get
checked.

=

The church has been holding this sale for more than a century!

Information: (909) 622-1373

Huge Rummage Sale
Gran Venta de Articulos Usados

Saturday, October 17

Sabado, 17 de Octubre

Pilgrim Congregational Church

Housewares * Furniture + Small Appliances * Linens * Toys * Tools
Clothing (men’s, women’s and children) « Costumes * Jewelry
Nuts & Bolts + Decorations * Treasure Chest Items + & More!

from 8 am to 1 pm

de8ama1pm

600 N. Garey Ave.
Pomona

Articulos para el Hogar « Muebles - Electrodomésticos
Herramienta « Juguetes « Ropa para hombres, mujeres y nifos
Trajes y Disfraces * Tuercas y Tornillos + Adornos
Cofre de Tesoros * y Mucho Mas!

Teachers: Visit our special room for you where all school materials are free!
Plenty of Parking jMaestros: Visiten el salon especial donde encontraras material
para la escuela gratis! -+ Amplio estacionamiento

Prop 41 asks California’s state
government to live by that same
basic rule and the Tzunu analy-
sis calls for a yes vote here.

Prop 42 would close a consti-
tutional opening that currently
lets the legislature tax retire-
ment accounts, pensions and
other personal savings, and it
bars retroactive taxes on mon-
ey already saved. That’s a di-
rect pocketbook issue for those
who have spent years building
retirement savings while also
supporting a family here and
abroad.

And Prop 44 would require
community health clinics to
spend 90 percent of revenue on
direct patient care. Opponents,
including major physician and
clinic associations, warn the
mandate could force service
cuts or closures at clinics many
families depend on for everyday
affordable care.

Again, according to the Tzunu
analysis, clinics like ParkTree
Community  Health  Center
in Pomona have spent years
serving families regardless of
whether they have insurance
or can afford care. These clin-
ics offer a variety of medical
services under one roof. In a
community where household in-
come falls below the county av-
erage, many families depend on
this kind of care to stay healthy.

Prop 44 puts that model at
risk and would impose new
spending mandates and finan-
cial penalties on clinics, based
on a vague, largely undefined
standard for what counts as pa-
tient care, threatening millions
of Californians’ access to ser-
vices they depend on.

Full disclosure -- Tzunu Strat-
egies is working with the coali-
tions for “No on 40,” “Yes on
41” and “No on 44” as separate
clients.

According to its web site, the
company is a certified Minor-
ity Business Enterprise with a
foundation in grassroots orga-
nizing, electoral campaigns and
corporate strategy. It combines
strategic insight with creative
thinking to expand access to
vital information, elevate out-
reach, and drive transformative
engagement within communi-
ties of color.

School closures... from pg. 18

just a building. It is a neighbor-
hood anchor, a family routine, a
place of identity, and sometimes a
community’s emotional center.

Because of this, school closures
almost always generate opposi-
tion. Even when the financial and
educational reasons are real, fami-
lies may experience the process
as a loss, a threat, or a betrayal.
The political difficulty often leads
districts to delay action for years.
But delay is not neutral. When
districts operate too many under-
enrolled schools, students suffer
from fewer programs, unstable
staffing, limited enrichment, re-
duced access to counselors and
specialists, and facilities dollars
spread too thin.

The central question, then, is
not whether school closures can
be made painless. They cannot.
The question is whether districts
can make closure and consoli-
dation decisions in a way that is
transparent, equitable, education-
ally grounded, legally careful, and
worthy of public trust.

This paper argues that Califor-

nia districts should treat school
closure not as a last-minute bud-
get maneuver, but as a long-term
educational redesign process. The
best processes begin long before
a district is in crisis, before spe-
cific schools are named, and be-
fore trust has collapsed. They start
with developing an educational
vision, establishing public crite-
ria, publishing data before rec-
ommendations, evaluating mul-
tiple scenarios, conducting equity
analyses early, engaging labor and
community partners, and provid-
ing detailed transition guarantees
before any final vote.

The goal is not to eliminate dis-
agreement. In most school closure
processes, disagreement will re-
main. The real test is whether even
a parent who opposes the final de-
cision can still say: “I understand
exactly how they got there.” That
standard captures the heart of a
legitimate process: transparency
does not require universal agree-
ment, but it does require visible
reasoning, honest tradeoffs, and
public accountability.

Office of Emergency Management encourages
residents to take action for National Preparedness Month

September is National Pre-
paredness Month, highlighting
the critical need for organiza-
tions, families, and individu-
als to prepare for disasters and
large-scale emergencies. Los
Angeles County is at risk for a
wide range of incidents, accord-
ing to a news release. This year,
the county has the additional

concern of El Nifio conditions,
which create the potential for
increased storm frequency and
intensity. County of Los Angeles
agencies and partner organiza-
tions have been taking steps to
strengthen preparedness and re-

sponse capabilities.
As part of Preparedness
Take action... pg. 23

* Pomona City Hall lobby
* Pomona library

¢ Claremont library

¢ Claremont City Hall lobby

* La Verne City Hall lobby

e La Verne Senior Citizens Center

¢ CVS, 150 W. Willow St., Pomona

A new La Nueva Voz publishes each month
on the fourth Thursday of the month.

Pick up your free copy of La Nueva Voz at these locations and dozens more:

e Downtown Pomona Owners Association, 119 W. 2nd St., Pomona
* Pomona Post Office (rack on sidewalk)

¢ CVS, 775 E. Foothill Blvd., Pomona

* Western University of Health Sciences Patient Care Center

¢ El Famoso Pancho Market, 416 N. Park Ave., Pomona

¢ Fairplex Chevron, Fairpex Drive and San Bernardino Freeway, Pomona
* Discount Market, Philadelphina Street and Towne Avenue, Pomona
* LaunderLand Coin Op Laundry, 744 E. Holt Ave., Pomona

» Athens Services, 472 E. Holt Ave., Pomona

* Denny’s, 3012 W. Temple Ave., Pomona

* Corky’s, 2051 Rancho Valley Drive, #230, Pomona

¢ Canani Coffee, 101 W. Mission Blvd., #106, Pomona

* Sospeso Coffee, 290 E. Second St., Pomona

* Tony’s French Dips, 986 E. Second St., Pomona
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Statewide recognition... from pg. 8

PBIS with language, culture
and identity, including practices
that affirm students' linguistic
identities, celebrate culture and
strengthen connections between
school and home.

“Having three of our schools
selected to present is especially
meaningful because our educa-
tors are not only participating in
professional learning, they are
contributing to it,” said Deputy
Supt. of Educational Services
Lilia Fuentes. “They will have
the opportunity to share what
they have learned, the systems
they have built and the experi-
ences of our school communities
with colleagues from throughout
California. That is an important
recognition of the expertise and
leadership that exist within Po-

mona Unified.”

Together, the 30 statewide rec-
ognitions and three conference
presentations  demonstrate  the
breadth of PBIS implementation
across PUSD while also highlight-
ing how individual schools have
adapted the framework to meet the
needs and build upon the strengths
of their own communities.

Across the district, PBIS con-
tinues to evolve as part of PUSD's
broader multi-tiered system of
supports, according to the news
release. Schools use data to guide
improvement, explicitly teach
and reinforce positive behavior,
strengthen relationships with stu-
dents and families, and integrate
social-emotional and culturally re-
sponsive practices.

The district also emphasized

Photo by Hayley Chacon / Pomona Unified School District

that statewide recognition rep-
resents a milestone rather than
an endpoint. PUSD schools will
continue examining data, lis-
tening to students and families,
strengthening implementation,
and working to ensure positive
and supportive school experi-
ences are consistently experi-
enced by every student.

“We are incredibly proud of
what our schools have accom-
plished, but the real measure
of this work is the experience
of our students,” Knowles said.
“Our goal is to ensure that ev-
ery student walks onto a Po-
mona Unified campus knowing
they belong, knowing there are
adults who care about them, and
knowing they have the opportu-
nity and support to succeed.”

PILGRIM

 CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH —
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Al Hhre Welome!
Saturday
October 31st

J:30pm to 7:30pm

Filgrim Congregational Church

600 N, Garey Ave.., Pomona
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' WELCO ME!

Always a call
or click away

Call me for a quote today
Llameme para un presupuesto ahora
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FORMER POMONA ASTRONAUT VISITS LOCAL STUDENTS -- Former astronaut Victor Glover, who grew up in Pomona
long before he lived aboard the International Space Station and traveled around the moon, visited students at Pomona's
Allison Elementary School last month -- the same school Glover attended as a child.  Pictured is Glover speaking with
some of the students. He told the students the Artemis Il lunar flyby belonged to the next generation. "This wasn't my
mission -- this was your mission," he said. The event was hosted by Congresswoman Norma Torres and her office sent
out the invitations, according to a school district spokesperson. Photos and a news release were provided by Pomona
Unified School District. Members of the news media were not invited to the event which involved a public school district, the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (an independent agency of the federal government), and a sitting member
of Congress. (Even White House activities with restricted media coverage, and many other news events, generally use
"pool" coverage by a single reporter and a single photographer agreeing to make materials available to other interested
news media.) Pomona Unified School District Supt. Darren Knowles told La Nueva Voz they "were only given so many
seats for the event and wanted to make sure the staff and students had priority." He said the event was managed by Torres'
office. La Nueva Voz interviewed Glover "one on one" during the 2021 Pomona Christmas Parade where Glover served
as grand marshal. La Nueva Voz also ran coverage of his "live question and answer" session with local students when he
was on the space station in August 2024, and again when he received the Mayor's Award at the Pomona Public Library
Foundation in June (he accepted the award via pre-recorded video). Glover recently retired from NASA to take a full-time
position at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, his alma mater. He will serve in an administrative position focusing on strategic
initiatives and fostering partnerships and philanthropy, according to the university web site.

John Forbing
Apgent

154 West SAN JOSE AVE
CLAREMOMT, CA 91711

Bus: 909-623-85T1

Fax: 909-620-5869

www. johnforbing.com
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Palomares Park ‘Soccer Field 1’ re- opens followmg complete renovatlon by c1ty

Pomona City Councilmembers,
youth soccer kids, Pomona Parks
and Recreation Commissioners
and parents gathered on the field
this month for an official re-
opening of the newly renovated
Palomares Park Soccer Field 1.

“This project was a much-
needed improvement to the field
removing the existing grass,
aerating and preparing the soil,
adding a layer of sand, and
grading and leveling the playing
surface,” said Councilmember
Lorraine Canales.

The project, which resulted
in completely new turf, was
funded through Community
Development  Block  Grant
(CDBG) funds and from the
city’s  capital  improvement
project “carryover,” with a total

cost of $67.,934, she said.
“These improvements provide
our residents, families, and local

serving dinner and more, the free event for kids ages 13 to 18 was another hit. Pictured is "honorary" Pomona
Chamber of Commerce Ambassador Kobe Carrillo trying his luck at a game of stacking up the plastic cups,
one of the games provided by members of Pomona Host Lions Club. Pomona City Councilmember Lorraine
Canales also was on hand to help with lots of things from providing several student volunteers for the evening
to bringing her signature custom bracelet-making craft. Helping Kobe are his dad, Frank Carrillo, at left, owner
of Pomona's On Time Photo Booth Rentals, who was there with his wife Domenica taking pictures, and La
The event was produced by NCADD (National Council on Alcoholism
and Drug Dependence) of East San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys, Inc., and Partnership for a Positive Pomona
(P3), a community drug-free coalition, made possible by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health,

Nueva Voz Publisher Jeff Schenkel.

soccer players with fields that
are safer, healthier and better
maintained,” said Canales, whose
council district includes the park.

She said she has advocated for
this type of investment for some
time because ‘“maintaining our
fields is essential to keeping them
active, safe and usable for our

community.”
Canales thanked the soccer
community, families and

residents for their patience while
the work was underway.

“Investing in our parks is an
investment in our community,”
she added. “I’m proud to support
this project and the continued
effort to make Palomares Park a
place where residents can gather,
stay active, and enjoy quality
recreational facilities.”

Palomares Park is located
at 499 E. Arrow Highway in
Pomona.

Substance Use Prevention and Control.

Photo by Renee Barbee
RIBBON-CUTTING FOR NEWLY RENOVATED PALOMARES PARK SOCCER FIELD -- An official re-opening of the
newly renovated Palomares Park Soccer Field 1 was held this month -- right on the new turf! Pictured along with the youth
soccer kids and a few parents are, from left, Pomona Parks and Recreation Commissioner Norma Quinones, Pomona City
Councilmembers Debra Martin and Lorraine Canales, and, at far right, Parks Commissioner Brenda Morris.
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Photos by Renee Barbee
NEVER A SHORTAGE OF
THINGS TO DO! -- There's always
something going on at Pomona
Youth Fest and this year's fifth
annual program -- for the first
time at The Union in Downtown
Pomona -- was no exception.
From an artist drawing portraits of
the kids to a half a dozen musical
groups (pictured is the band
"House of Venice") to crafts and
games, a professional taco truck
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California lawsuit ongoing as new ‘public charge’ rule takes effect amid concerns it could lead low-income
immigrant parents to shy away from enrolling U.S. citizen children in health insurance, nutrition programs

By Suzanne Potter
California News Service

California and 21 other states
are suing to stop the Trump ad-
ministration’s new rules on “pub-
lic charge,” which went into ef-
fect last week.

Public charge regulations are
used to determine whether an ap-
plicant for legal permanent resi-
dence or a green card might need
public assistance. The change

Sarah Dar, vice president of
policy and advocacy for The
Children’s Partnership, said a
wide range of programs, includ-
ing Medi-Cal, CalFresh or Sec-
tion 8 housing assistance, can
now be counted against people
who are applying for a family-
based green card.

"It's really important that peo-
ple get specific legal advice from
a trusted immigration lawyer or
an immigrant rights organiza-

It is “protecting public re-
sources and ending policies that
encouraged dependency on hard-
working American taxpayers,”
the Department of Homeland Se-
curity said in a post on X.

Programs people have been
paying into like Medicare, So-
cial Security and unemployment
are not counted. In addition, the
public charge rule does not apply
to refugees, asylees, T and U visa
holders or people who are apply-

overturns Biden-era policy lim- tion that's well-

iting the rule to federal cash as- versed in this
sistance or long-term institution- issue," Dar em-
alization. phasized.

Take action... from pg. 20

Month, residents across the county are urged to get
and stay prepared for risks in the locations where
they live and work, which might include earth-
quakes, flooding, mudslides, tsunamis, wildfires,
power outages, and other incidents:

* Have extra drinking water, food, medications;
flashlights, radios, and the batteries needed to pow-
er them, and first aid kits and fire extinguishers

* Test your medical devices and other assistance
and accessibility technologies and charge any re-
lated batteries and power supplies

* Test your smoke detectors, carbon monoxide de-
tectors, and similar systems and devices

* Develop and test your family plan for evacu-
ating and staying in communication; familiarize
yourself with the evacuation plans where you work
or spend significant amounts of time

* Sign up for emergency alerts at alert.lacounty.
gov

* Follow the Office of Emergency Management
on X, BlueSky, Instagram, and Facebook: @Ready-
LACounty

* If you know someone experiencing homeless-
ness who needs help, visit homeless.lacounty.gov/
get-help/

* Visit ready.lacounty.gov for more about being
prepared

Art exhibition... from pg. 19

all viewing art as an advocate for culture, heritage
and humanity.

The exhibition was co-curated by Jocelyn Marie
Mulgado and Edgar Perez Pena.

It continues through Nov. 14.

Gallery viewing hours are Tuesday through Satur-
day 1 to 5 p.m. and Sunday 1 to 4 p.m.

The dA Center for the Arts is located at 252 S.
Main St., Pomona.

Need to advertise in La Nueva Voz?

Call Renee Barbee,
V.P. of Marketing and Operations

(909) 629-2292 - www.lanuevavoz.net

Executive Board Member, Pomona Chamber of Commerce

ing to renew a green card.

(T and U visas are humanitar-
ian non-immigrant statuses cre-
ated by the U.S. government to
protect crime and human traf-
ficking survivors and help law
enforcement investigate and
prosecute serious offenses.)

Dar said she worries the
changes will deter mixed-status
families from signing up their
U.S. citizen children for needed
social services.

"This new regulation allows
for immigration officials to con-
sider if anyone in your house-
hold has accessed any kind of
means-tested benefit and count
that against you. So, for a lot of
parents and families, that's go-
ing to be a huge concern," Dar
pointed out.

Census data show in Califor-
nia, more than 3.7 million chil-
dren live in immigrant families,
and 93 percent are U.S. citizens.
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