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Message matters more than ever... 
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Author and activist Kenneth 
B. Morris, Jr., keynote speaker at 
Sunday night’s 44th annual Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. celebration 
in Pomona, told an audience of 
about 200 that King’s “message 
is not just something to admire, it 
is something we must live, and it 
matters more than ever.”

Speaking at the event at Pilgrim 
Congregational Church produced 

Frederick Douglass descendant says Dr. King’s message matters now more than ever
by the non-profit Pomona Valley 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Project, 
Morris said “so many families 
right now, there’s a real feeling of 
uneasiness in the air, people don’t 
feel stable, people don’t feel se-
cure.”

“In many communities, there’s 
a growing fear that the rules can 
change overnight, that your dig-
nity can be questioned, that your 

rights can be tested, and that your 
very presence can be treated as 
a problem,” he added.  “Some 
people are living with anxiety of 
deportation rates.  Some are liv-
ing with anxiety of being targeted 
for what they believe, what they 
look like, where they come from, 
or simply for refusing to abandon 
their neighbors.”

He said it can be tempting to re-

treat, “to get quiet, to mind their 
own business, to say let’s just wait 
this one out.”

“But Dr. King didn’t believe in 
waiting on injustice,” he said.

Quoting from King’s speech 
at the “Prayer of Pilgrimage for 
Freedom” in 1957 at the Lincoln 
Memorial in Washington, D.C., 
he said King told the crowd that 
“the civil rights issue is not an 

ephemeral, evanescent domestic 
issue that can be kicked about by 
reactionary guardians of the status 
quo – it is rather an eternal moral 
issue which may well determine 
the destiny of our nation to the 
ideological struggle with commu-
nism.”

“The hour is late, the clock of 
destiny is ticking out, we must 
act now before it is too late,” he 
quoted King as saying.

Kenneth B. Morris, Jr.
Keynote speaker

CAL POLY WINS 
ITS FIRST 'SWEEP-
STAKES' AWARD 
-- Visitors view the 
"Cal Poly Universities" 
float the day after this 
month's 137th Rose 
Parade in Pasadena at 
"Floatfest," a two-day 
event right where the 
parade ended at Sierra 
Madre Boulevard and 
Washington Boulevard. 
Cal Poly's float “Jungle 
Jumpstart” showcased 
nature and technol-
ogy through the story 
of the rainforest com-
munity coming together 
to restore a 40-foot-
long robot friend named 
“Lunchbox” who lifted 
up a macaw 25 feet into the air, helping it take flight. It was the first time that Cal Poly Rose Float team students won the “Sweepstakes” award, the 
parade’s top honor, awarded to the most beautiful entry encompassing float design, floral presentation and entertainment. The float, the only float in 
the parade designed and built by students, was Cal Poly’s 77th entry in the parade since 1949, always a collaboration of student teams of designers 
and builders from both Cal Poly Pomona and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo working on the float for nearly a year at their home campuses before joining 
the two halves in the fall. This year’s award was the 64th award for the Cal Poly Rose Float team. Theme of the parade this year was “The Magic in 
Teamwork.” (See additional photos page 19.) 
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A Pomona High School graduate and a 
Claremont High School graduate were this 
year’s honorees at the seventh annual com-

munity and scholarship event hosted by 
PEARLS of Service, Inc., held last month at 
The Union in Pomona.

The two “renewable scholarship” recipi-

Annual PEARLS of Service 
scholarship winners announced

ents – Taelen Cobb and Jaline Vencebi – 
were the keynote speakers at the event.  

Cobb earned a bachelor’s degree in film 
and media studies from UC Santa Bar-
bara after graduating from Pomona High 
School.  She is currently pursuing a mas-
ter’s degree in religion at Claremont Grad-
uate University, where she also works as 
a graduate fellow for the Office of Black 
Student Affairs.

Cobb, who studied abroad in Ghana 
during her senior year in Santa Barbara, 
emphasized the importance of proactive 
searching for scholarships and using tem-
plates for additional scholarship opportu-
nities.

And Vencebi is in her third year at UC 
Irvine studying public health science after 
graduating from Claremont High School.  
She hopes to one day become a doctor.

“When I was granted the $4,000 scholar-
ship, it motivated me to keep progressing in 
higher education,” she said.  “The scholar-
ship from PEARLS of Service opened doors 
for me 

Jaline Vencebi

PEARLS of Service... pg. 9
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Interested in who has 
been arrested by 

Pomona Police in Pomona?

Please check our weekly listing at 
http://www.lanuevavoz.net and click 
on “Arrest Logs” on our home page.

La Nueva Voz Newspaper in Pomona, CA
The New Voice (La Nueva Voz), a Bilingual 

(English/Spanish) Publication. Pomona’s Only 
Community Newspaper! Advertising with us is easy!

Follow us on Facebook, Yelp and Instagram!

www.lanuevavoz.net

A memorial concert will be held 
next month to honor the life of Eliz-
abeth Fraser, known professionally 
as LizBeth Abeyta Lucca, who died 
last month in Pomona.

Lucca, perhaps best known lo-
cally for her work with Pomona’s 
Repertory Opera Company, a small, 
community-focused opera compa-
ny, died Dec. 26 at Pomona Valley 
Hospital Medi-
cal Center of 
heart failure due 
to various medi-
cal conditions.

Lucca was 
born June 12, 
1960, and grew 
up in Reston, 
VA, where she 
graduated  from 
Herndon High 
School in 1977. 
She attended 
Virginia Tech 
and graduated 
with a degree 
in chemical engineering in 1981, 
where she was the first woman  to 
both enroll in ROTC and become a 
member of a sorority. She joined the 
U.S. Air Force and was stationed 
as an officer in Ft. Walton Beach, 
FL, for six years.  She served in the 
Air Force Reserve for several years 
before moving to California, where 
she lived with her mother, Maggie 
Fraser, until her death in 2023, ac-
cording to a family spokesperson.

Life changed when Lucca devel-
oped an interest in opera, studied 
opera performance at Cal State Uni-
versity Long Beach, and in 2001 
became the co-founder and artistic 
director of the  Repertory Opera 
Company, partnering with pianist, 
Brian Farrell. 

The group produced numerous 
full-length operas and gala con-
certs, ranging from fully-staged 
productions to weekly “Music At 
Noon” concerts, featuring singers 
and instrumentalists in intimate set-
tings, and its “Manly Men of Op-
era” concerts. 

It has received grants from the 
Los Angeles County Arts Commis-
sion and others.

As a vocal artist herself, she 
sang in performances of more than 
25 roles, including Princess Eboli 
(once understudying Delora Za-
jick), Amneris (at the John Anson 
Ford Theater), Azucena, Santuzza, 
the Witch in  Hansel and Gretel, 
Marcelina, Zita, and Lady Macbeth. 

Memorial concert to honor 
the life of LizBeth Lucca

Her theatrical roles included 
Amanda in  The Glass Menagerie, 
the Old Lady in Candide, Marquise 
de Merteuil in Dangerous Liaisons, 
Lucy in  Threepenny Opera, Ayah 
in The Secret Garden, and Dorine 
in Tartuffe.  

Reviewers described her as "a 
powerful and intriguing vocal pres-
ence as Amneris, singing with deep 

passion and 
believable jeal-
ousy," "solidly 
dramatic," "out-
standing in her 
role," and "her 
frisky demeanor 
and melodious 
voice brought 
thunderous ap-
plause." 

Solo oratorio 
work includ-
ed Bach's  St. 
Matthew Pas-
sion and various 
Bach cantatas, 

Vivaldi's  Gloria, Mozart's  Requi-
em  and Beethoven's  Ninth Sym-
phony.

Her musical colleagues described 
her as leaving a rich legacy of op-
era direction and performance. She 
mentored many young, upcoming 
singers in their first stage experi-
ences, pairing them with well-es-
tablished vocal artists. 

Her influence and artistic reach 
went as far as the highest level 
of opera and symphonic perfor-
mance organizations and venues in 
Southern California, with countless 
professionals learning from her, 
performing in her productions and 
honored to sing with her.  

Lucca brought high quality clas-
sical music to the Pomona Valley, 
inspiring not just fellow artists, but 
also other conductors and opera 
company founders to step up and 
expand the community.

  She is survived by a brother, 
Robert Fraser, who lives in Korea. 

To make a donation in her mem-
ory, please go to https://gofund.me/
d5f232bb0.  Funds raised will be 
used to cover expenses from the 
end of her life, as well as a memo-
rial concert to be held in her honor 
at 4 p.m. on Feb. 15 at the  First 
Christian Church of Pomona, 1751 
N. Park Ave.

A reception in the Fellowship 
Hall following the concert will in-
clude food and drink, singing and 
sharing of memories.

LizBeth Lucca

Pomona’s IPoly High School 
has once again distinguished it-
self as one of California’s top 
public high schools, achieving 
an “all blue” rating on this year’s 
California School Dashboard – 
the highest performance level in 
every academic category mea-
sured. 

The designation from the Cali-
fornia Department of Education 
places the school among a small 
number of public high schools 
statewide to earn the distinction.

The Dashboard results, re-
leased last month, reflect very 
high performance across key 
academic indicators, highlight-
ing sustained student achieve-
ment and strong instructional 
practices. This year’s recognition 
also marks a repeat accomplish-
ment for IPoly, which previously 
earned an “all-blue” designation 
in 2015.

“I am incredibly proud of the 
hard work and dedication our 
staff and students have demon-
strated over the last three and a 
half years that have led to these 
accolades,” said Principal Wil-
liam Wallace. “The entire IPoly 
community is devoted to aca-
demic success, and we are proud 
to be recognized as a truly unique 
and accomplished California 
public high school.”

In addition to academic excel-
lence, IPoly recently received 
a “Golden Bell Award” from the 
California School Boards As-

IPoly High School earns ‘All Blue’ state achievement 
distinction, receives ‘Golden Bell Award’ for civic education

Sophomore Giovanna Tessariol-Stanfield rings the Golden Bell as Principal 
William Wallace hosts a campus ‘Blue Day’ celebration this month of recent 
IPoly achievements.

sociation (CSBA), a statewide 
honor recognizing outstanding 
educational programs that ad-
dress students’ evolving needs 
and promote innovation in public 
education. Now in its 46th year, 
the Golden Bell Awards highlight 
programs that demonstrate mea-
surable impact, sustainability, 
and leadership in student learn-
ing.

IPoly representatives traveled 
to Sacramento this month to ac-
cept the award for civic education 
on behalf of the school’s senior 
project. The recognition honors 
the work of the senior team – Lo-
relei Ortega, Russell McKinney, 

Joon Park, and Whitney Schil-
ler – who have collaborated with 
students over the past three years 
to ensure that all graduating se-
niors earn the California Seal of 
Civic Engagement.

Through the culminating se-
nior project, students engage 
directly with public officials, 
research community issues, and 
advocate for causes they care 
deeply about, gaining experience 
in democratic participation and 
civic responsibility. Educators 
say the program helps students 
understand how academic learn-
ing can translate into real-world 
impact.

Claremont Symphony 
offers free concert for kids

A free concert for young people 
performed by members of the 
Claremont Symphony orchestra 
will be held this month at “Little 
Bridges” Hall of Music on the 
Pomona College campus in Cla-
remont.

The concert, featuring high-
lights from “Frozen” and music 
from “Wicked,” begins at 3:30 
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 31 (doors open 
at 3 p.m.).

Also included will be Joseph 
Haydn’s Cello Concerto No. 1 in 
C (first movement) and Ludwig 
van Beethoven’s Piano Concerto 
No. 3, Op. 37, first movement.

Little Bridges is located at 150 
E. 4th St. at College Avenue.

For more information, visit the 
web site at www.claremontso.org 
or call (909) 596-5979.



6 • Thursday, January 22, 2026 • La Nueva Voz

Pomona Valley Hospital Medi-
cal Center was recognized for 
“superior performance” and has 
been named to the  California De-
partment of Healthcare Access 
and Information’s 2025 Maternity 
Care Honor Roll  for 10 consecu-
tive years for providing high qual-
ity maternity care and continuous 
quality improvement.

The data collected is a collabora-
tion with the  California Maternal 
Quality Care Collaborative,  Cal-
HospitalCompare.org, and the 
Healthcare Access 2025 Maternity 
Care Honor Roll data visualization, 
which provides an overview of 82 
California hospitals recognized.  Of 
the hospitals recognized in 2025, 
46 have made the honor roll for the 
past three years, and 18 have main-
tained honor roll status for 10 con-
secutive years.

“It is an honor to be recognized 
among the top hospitals in the state 
for 10 consecutive years for mater-
nal patient safety,” said M. Hellen 
Rodriguez, M.D., perinatologist 

PVHMC named to ‘Maternity Care Honor Roll’ for 10th year
and medical director of maternal-
fetal medicine at PVHMC.  “As 
one of the busiest labor and delivery 
hospitals in the state, we’re proud 
of our comprehensive program that 
is dedicated to helping mothers ex-
perience safe and healthy births.  
From pregnancy and delivery to 
postpartum, our entire team of 
maternal fetal experts compassion-
ately guides our patients through 
complex conditions, reducing the 
need for cesarean births, which can 
increase complications.”

Historically, the Maternity Care 
Honor Roll program had only 
recognized hospitals that met the 
statewide C-section target rate of 
23.6 percent.  The new maternity 
care composite measure, which 
summarizes data from multiple 
sources, expands the performance 
evaluation to hospitals meeting or 
exceeding standards in five ma-
ternal health metrics: nulliparous 
term singleton vertex (NTSV) C-
section, surgical site infection after 
a C-section, vaginal birth after a C-

section (VBAC), episiotomy, and 
early elective deliveries prior to 39 
weeks gestational age.

Evidence suggests that the 
chance of having a C-section de-
livery largely depends on aspects 
such as where delivery occurs and 
the practice patterns of the obstetric 
care team. Even for low-risk, first-
birth pregnancies, huge variations 
are noted in rates of C-sections at 
individual hospitals.

Overuse of C-sections can result 
in higher rates of complications 
like hemorrhage, transfusions, in-
fection, and blood clots. The sur-
gery also brings risks for babies, 
including higher rates of infection, 
respiratory complications, neonatal 
intensive care unit stays, and lower 
breastfeeding rates.

In the hospital and out in the 
community, Pomona Valley Hospi-
tal focuses on health education and 
has a maternal transport program 
with neighboring health facilities to 
reduce disparities and improve ac-
cess to maternal-fetal services.
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Funeral services were held this 
month for community activist and 
Indigenous Americans advocate 
Alfonso Thomas Villanueva who 
died on Dec. 31.  He was 75.

Funeral Mass was held last week 
at Our Lady of the Assumption 
Church in Claremont, with burial 
following at Claremont’s Oakpark 
Cemetery.

Villanueva grew up in Clare-
mont’s historic Latino neighbor-
hood known as Arbol Verde, which 
local Spanish-speaking residents 
referred to as El Barrio.

During the era of racial cov-
enants which restricted where mi-
nority families could live until the 
late 1960s, El Barrio was one of the 
only neighborhoods where Latinos 
could rent or buy homes.

And, according to a family 
spokesperson, as far back as Vil-
lanueva could remember, El Barrio 
residents wanted their own park.

“If we went to other parks in Cla-
remont, the white families would 
go away,” he said, recalling the 
pre-civil rights era.  “We grew up 
with racism and discrimination and 
so we needed our own park.”

Villanueva attended Chaffey 
College, where he helped found 
the United Mexican American Stu-
dents, before transferring to Stan-
ford University.

In 1969, when Villanueva was 
part of the Chicano movement and 

Funeral services held for Al Villanueva

Al Villanueva

a student at Stanford, he 
and local Chicano families 
established the El Barrio 
Park Committee and began 
to mobilize Mexican and 
white residents alike, many 
of them high school stu-
dents.

They launched a peti-
tion drive and led support-
ers with more than 1,000 
signatures to the local city 
council, where they made a 
strong case for a new com-
munity park.

Residents pitched in by 
clearing rocks and hosting 
taco sales to raise funds.

El Barrio Park opened to 
the public in 1971 and has 
been welcoming residents ever 
since.

“We all came together and made 
a dream come true,” Villanueva 
said.  “So, this is one of my legacies 
– to see kids playing in the park.”

His last appearance in La Nueva 
Voz was on the front page of the 
April issue last year as a repre-
sentative of the Pomona Valley 
Indigenous Native American com-
munity, performing a special drum 
ceremony honoring Jose and Rose 
Calderon at the annual Latino and 
Latina Roundtable Cesar Chavez 
breakfast in Pomona.

Villanueva’s daughter, Magda-
lena Serrato, appeared with him in 

the photo.
Jose Calderon called Villan-

ueva’s passing “another profound 
loss of an organizer and leader in 
our communities.”

“As far back as when I started 
as a professor at Pitzer College in 
the 1990s, I joined along Al in his 
efforts to critically recover and 
preserve the history of the Arbol 
Verde barrio on the east side of 
Claremont,” he said.  “As he led 
the efforts to ensure the survival 
of Barrio Park, he would invite 
my students to the park and to his 
mother’s house across the street 
to share the stories about how 
they fought gentrification through 

the El Barrio Park Com-
mittee and the Arbol Verde 
Preservation Committee to 
ensure the survival of the 
park and the history of the 
citrus workers who lived in 
that barrio.”

“And just last week Al had 
called me to share his excite-
ment about how the city was 
moving ahead by providing 
resources for the painting of 
murals at Barrio Park that 
would ensure the recovery 
and preservation of that his-
tory,” he said.

Calderon said in recent 
months Villanueva and his 
daughter joined him speak-
ing at an interfaith service in 

Claremont as part of churches mak-
ing commitments to serve as sanctu-
aries for immigrant families.

“In his last days he was still orga-
nizing, and those of us who walked 

common paths with him will en-
sure that his spirit will remain very 
much alive in our ongoing efforts,” 
Calderon added.  “Our deepest 
condolences to familia, friends and 
community.”

Villanueva was active in Kiwan-
is Club of Claremont along with his 
daughter.

In 1971, he married Janet Coyle 
and, while the marriage ended in 
divorce, he never remarried.  To-
gether they raised three children 
– Serrato and Alfonso Villanueva, 
both of Claremont, and Ruben Vil-
lanueva of North Dakota.  He had 
eight grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

He is survived by two brothers, 
Ronnie and Steven Villanueva.

His mother, Manuela “Nel-
lie” Guitierrez Villanueva, died in 
2024, and he was preceded in death 
by sisters Emilia and Yolanda Vil-
lanueva.
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EVENTOS DE LIMPIEZA Y COMPOSTAJE
Athens Services is offering Pomona residents a series of free compost giveaways and clean-up collection events for bulky items, electronic waste, 
and shredding services. These events will be held rain or shine and are for Pomona residents only (please bring ID, proof of residency, or a utility 
bill).
Athens Services ofrece a los residentes de Pomona una serie de eventos de repartición de compostaje gratuito y recolección de limpieza de 
artículos voluminosos y desechos electrónicos, y servicio de trituración de documentos. Estos eventos se llevarán a cabo independientemente 
de las condiciones climáticas y son unicamente para residentes de Pomona (traiga su identificación, una prueba de residencia, o una factura de 
servicios públicos).

NOT ACCEPTABLE
U-Haul trucks will not be accepted

Explosives, ammunition, radioactive materials, hazardous waste 
generated by commercial businesses, household trash, tires

NO ACEPTABLES
No se aceptarán camiones U-Haul

Explosivos, municiones, materiales radioactivos, desechos peligrosos 
generados por negocios comerciales, basura doméstica, neumáticos

ACCEPTABLE ITEMS
Bulky items, carpet, electronic waste, broken furniture, 

mattresses, refrigerators, textiles, yard waste

ARTÍCULOS ACEPTABLES
Artículos voluminosos, alfombras, desechos electrónicos, 

muebles rotos, colchones, refrigeradores, textiles, desechos de jardín

COMPOST GIVEAWAY
Athens’ compost is a blend of organic materials, including green waste, 
wood waste, and food scraps.
• Pomona residents only
• Bring sturdy container(s)
• While supplies last (30 gallon limit first hour)
• No plastic bags or containers larger than 32 gallons (due to safety & 
  weight concerns)
• Drive up only (no walk-ins)

DOCUMENT SHREDDING
Here’s how to prepare your documents to be shredded:
• No limit on the amount you can bring
• Please remove all plastic binders and binder clips
After the documents are thoroughly shredded, the paper is recycled.

REPARTICIÓN DE COMPOSTAJE
El abono de Athens es una combinación de materiales orgánicos, que incluyen 
desechos vegetales, desechos de madera y restos de comida.
• Solo para residentes de Pomona
• Traiga contenedores resistentes
• Hasta agotar reservas (límite de 30 galones en la primera hora)
• No se permiten bolsas o contenedores que superen los 32 galones (debido 
  a cuestiones de seguridad y peso)
• Solo acceso en vehículo (no se aceptan peatones)

TRITURACIÓN DE DOCUMENTOS
Le indicamos cómo preparar los documentos que desea triturar:
• No hay límite para la cantidad que puede traer
• Remover las carpetas de plástico y los clips 
Una vez triturados los documentos completamente, el papel se recicla.

Participation in the event and all items accepted are at your own risk. It is the attendees’ responsibility to practice safe lifting and take all protective measures to guard against injury or any other loss.
La participación en el evento y todos los artículos aceptados son bajo su propio riesgo. Es responsabilidad de los asistentes ejercer seguridad para levantar objetos y tomar medidas de protección para evitar lesiones o pérdidas.

PALOMARES PARK
499 E Arrow Hwy, Pomona, CA 91767
• April 25, 2026 (Clean-up, Shred Event & HHW Event))
• September 19, 2026 (Clean-up & Shred Event

CITY YARD
636 W Monterey Ave, Pomona, CA 91768
* March 28, 2026 (Compost Giveaway)
• May 2, 2026 (Compost Giveaway)
ALL EVENTS ARE 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

WASHINGTON PARK
865 E Grand Ave, Pomona, CA 91766
• March 7, 2026 (Clean-up & Shred) 
• October 10, 2026 (Clean-up & Shred Event)
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Are you retiring soon? Are you already retired but 
have questions? Come to Pilgrim Congregational 
Church, at 600 N Garey Ave, Pomona, CA 91767, 
for a free workshop given by Bill Parnell, former 
Social Security Administration employee, on 
February 21, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. until noon. There 
will be informational handouts available. This is 
a free event open to the public.

If you have questions, please call the 
church office at (909) 622-1373.

Website: pilgrimchurchpomona.com

Social Security Workshop!!
Saturday, February 21, 2026

Editor’s Note:  The following is 
based on an in-person interview 
by Renee Barbee.

Ryan Gregory Thorpe sounds 
like he’s the kind of young man 
who is moving up in the world – a 
resident of North Pomona, he’s al-
ready well into his neighborhood 
business start-up, he’s making 
some serious spending money, and 
he’s already getting the attention 
of both officials at Athens Services 
and his local Pomona city council 
member.  Oh, and did we mention, 
he’s 10.

The way it works is this – the 
business is what he calls a “trash 
transportation business.”

“I take out your trash cans every 
Sunday for a dollar per trash can,” 
he said.  “And every Monday, I 
take them back in.”

Sounds simple, right?  And a 
good idea at the same time?  You’ll 
never worry about trash day again!

In fact, he tells customers his 
business is simple, affordable and 
reliable and a service “that makes 
your life easier.”

Pomona City Councilmember 
Lorraine Canales, who lives right 
around the corner, thought so, as 
well.  So, she got involved, con-

Young Pomona entrepreneur is rustling up customers, receives official safety vest from the experts for his efforts

Photo by Renee Barbee
BUSINESS IS ROLLING RIGHT ALONG -- Budding entrepreneur Ryan Thorpe, 10, 
has launched a new business -- rolling trash cans out to the curb on trash night for 
a buck.  And it's taking off -- he's even attracting attention from Pomona City Coun-
cilmember Lorraine Canales and Athens Services.  Pictured, from left, are his mom, 
Alisha Formica; Ryan (in the reflective vest); his brother, Russell Thorpe (at rear); dad 
Chris Formica (at rear); brothers Maddox Formica and Richmond Thorpe; and Athens 
driver Mario Lopez, the green / organics route driver for Ryan's neighborhood.

tacted Athens and of-
ficials were happy to 
come out, meet him, 
and present him with 
his own yellow safety 
vest.

Ryan’s parents have 
been encouraging him 
along the way and, as 
he adds customers, 
he’s even calling on 
his brothers to help 
with the cans when he 
needs it.

Richie, age 6, is one.
“He’s super like en-

ergetic and helps me a 
lot,” he said.  “And my 
big brother, Russell 
Thorpe . . . helps me 
take them back in.”

Russell is 14.
The growing busi-

ness is only three 
months old and his 
dad is already sug-
gesting he reach out to 
other communities.

That should help, 
since Ryan said he’s saving up for 
an e-bike.

He also has a friend named 
“Ben” who is helping out.

“He helps me like text the people 
and let them know that I’m going 
to be taking out the trash cans and 
contact them for my money,” Ryan 

explained, describing what sounds 
like his accounts receivable depart-
ment.

He was asked by La Nueva Voz 
how long he planned to continue 
doing this.

“Forever,” Ryan said.  
Chris Formica, his dad, said the 

business has worked out well for 
Ryan.

“It’s just been good for him to 
have something that he can work 
towards, and it gives him a little 

bit of additional responsibility,” he 
said.  “And then he gets a little taste 
of the fruit of his labor.”

He added that Ryan also is learn-
ing about checking and saving ac-
counts and even tithing at church.

“I think it’s setting up a good 
foundation,” he said, pointing out 
that while the amounts coming in 
are small, “it’s easy to keep track 
of.”

He’s even suggesting that Athens 
take the concept and make it avail-
able as a “great program for other 
like-minded kids.”

He added that it gives kids a 
chance to “take ownership of their 
community” and “actually get back 
to working . . . making their own 
money for buying the things that 
they want.”

Ryan said in the future he hopes 
to become a great sports player 
(probably basketball or football), 
“start a family and have a good life 
when I get older.”

And not surprisingly, his favor-
ite subject in school is math (he’s 
a student at Glen Oak Elementary 
School in Covina – the family re-
cently moved to Pomona from 
Glendora).

Interested in learning more?  He 
has his own new web site at www.
ryansttb.com where residents can 
learn more about Ryan and even 
sign up for the service.

Hey, maybe he’ll even want to 
join the Pomona Chamber of Com-
merce!

Good job, Ryan, and keep up the 
good work.

Pomona Valley Hospital Med-
ical Center welcomed Baby Se-
rafina, the hospital's first baby 
of the new year, at 2:06 a.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 1.

Serafina weighed in at 7 lbs., 
6 oz.

 First baby of 2026!

According to hospital of-
ficials, she was born to proud 
parents Vanessa and Brett Rich-
ards of Alta Loma, continuing a 
special family tradition -- both 
Brett and big brother Hendrix 
also were born at the hospital.
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and allowed me to be in a position where I 
don’t have to limit myself.  I can engage in 
my institution to the fullest capacity.”

“On the Spot” and Pomona “CDBG” 
essay participants were Christyna Arm-
strong, Christopher Armstrong, Jasmine 
Carrillo, Maylene Carrillo, Genesis Castil-
lo, Titus Gladney, Reigne Holloway, Lon-
dyn January, Nardine Johnson, Christian 
Lewis, Casia Lottie, Patrick McKinnie, 
Aniyah Moore, Kaleigh Rojas, Matthew 
Sosa, Keilana Taylor, Dakotah Totress-
Clemmons, and Davonis Totress.

Each student received a certificate of 
participation and a $50 scholarship award.

For more information on the PEARLS 
of Service non-profit, contact info.pearl-
sofservice@gmail.com. Taelen Cobb

PEARLS of Service... from pg. 2

The Los Angeles County Human Rela-
tions Commission released its annual Hate 
Crimes Report last month, revealing the 
second highest total number of hate crimes 
in the county in 44 years.

Key findings identified in the report 
show high levels of victimization across 
multiple groups, with record levels of 
reported hate crimes targeting African 
Americans, LGBTQ+ individuals, Jew-
ish residents, Latinos, Middle Easterners, 

County’s hate crimes data shows 
second highest total in 44 years

women, Israelis, Muslims and Scientolo-
gists.

The numbers, based on data reported 
throughout the county during the 2024 
calendar year, include hate crime infor-
mation reported by more than 100 law 
enforcement agencies, educational insti-
tutions, and community-based organiza-
tions.

A total of 1,355 hate crimes were re-
Hate crimes data... pg. 11
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Offers may apply to select vehicles only.  Terms available on approved credit. Expires 2/5/26. 
See Metro Honda for Complete Details. Subject to vehicle availability.
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a crédito aprobado. Efectivo hasta 2/5/26. Visite Metro Honda para detalles completos. 

Sujeto a disponibilidad de vehículos.
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“The Fine Art Work of Mr. Ernest 
Bland,” a show being curated by local art-
ists Lisha and Gary Lett, will open next 
month with a reception to meet and greet 
the artist at African American Advisory Al-
liance in Downtown Pomona.

Featured will be work from the 
92-year-old artist going back to the 
1960s and throughout his career.

The show opens Feb. 14 with a 
reception from 6 to 8 p.m. at 406 
W. Second St. in Downtown Po-
mona.  It continues through March 
28.

It is his first “solo” exhibition of 
his work.

Bland was a neighbor and family 
friend when Lisha lived in Comp-
ton as a child.

A native of San Antonio, Texas, 
Bland was introduced to art by an 
older cousin at the age of 5.  His 
cousin was self-taught during a 
time there were few opportuni-
ties for African Americans to re-
ceive formal art training.  His first 
art training came later in junior 
high school and continued in high 
school.

A U.S. Air Force veteran who 
was stationed in Germany, Bland 
returned from the service, moved 
to Southern California, settled in 
Compton and majored in public adminis-
tration at Compton College.

He continued his art studies there before 
going to work for the U.S. Postal Service.  
His first portrait on canvas was for a co-
worker working from a wallet-sized photo-
graph.  He said it took him about a month 
to complete and when he presented it to her 

Southern California artist to 
exhibit 60 years of work in Pomona

she said it didn’t look like her and declined 
it.  He still has that portrait in his home.

Bland earned a bachelor’s degree in pub-
lic administration from Cal State Univer-
sity Dominguez Hills, training that allowed 
him to advance to a position of safety 

specialist at the Postal Service, where he 
worked until his retirement in 1996.

His work over more than 60 years has 
included an oil painting of Isaac Hayes, 
a pencil drawing incorporating the text of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s final speech, 
portraits of Wilt Chamberlain, Louis Arm-
strong, Nat King Cole and others.

"Venessa" by artist Ernest Bland"

ported in the latest year of available data, 
down 1 percent from 1,367 in 2023.

“Now more than ever, Los Angeles 
County stands firm in supporting victims 
of hate and confronting the divisiveness 
that fuels these crimes,” said Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors Chair Hilda 
Solis.  “While 
our communi-
ties continue 
to navigate and 
recover from an 
unprecedented 
year, the com-
mitment and 
resilience with 
which we take 
care of one an-
other continue 
to light our way 
forward.”

Hate crimes data... 
from pg. 9 La Nueva Voz... 

Follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram,

Bluesky and Yelp!
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Your ad here! (909) 629-2292

Llameme para un presupuesto ahora

Photos by Renee Barbee
Santa, who had his own photo booth, 
and The Grinch made a special appear-
ance at a free event last month at the 
Pomona Public Library to have a little 
chat with the kids.  Library officials 
estimated based on automated door 
counters and “give-aways” that some 
500 children and parents attended the 
event.

Do you have a news story? 
We want to hear from you or your organization.

Send your news tips to: reneebarbee7@gmail.com
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“In that speech, Dr. King gave 
the nation a warning that still 
lands with urgency today,” Morris 
said.  “What Dr. King reminded 
the nation is that justice is not 
something we can keep postpon-
ing, justice is not something we 
can keep rescheduling.”

“Justice is not something we 
deal with only when it’s comfort-
able, only when it’s popular, only 
when it’s safe,” he said.  “Justice 
is a moral issue.”

“Dr. King knew something we 
still have to wrestle with today – 
the greatest danger isn’t always 
open hatred, sometimes the most 
significant threat is comfortable 
hesitation.”

He said when families are liv-
ing in fear, “slow up is not a harm-
less suggestion.”

Morris referred to the eight stu-
dents who were being honored 
with “social justice” awards at the 
event.

“Tonight, we are honoring 
students who refuse to slow up, 
students who made a different 
choice, students who looked in 
their communities and decided to 
show up,” he said.  “This is what 
social justice really is – it is the 
decision to care when it would 
be easier not to, it is the courage 
to speak when it would be safer 
to stay silent, it is a discipline to 
serve even when you are not be-
ing applauded.”

Message matters more than ever... from pg. 1
“What I want you young people 

to know tonight is this – you are 
not just receiving an award, you 
are showing all of us what lead-
ership looks like, real leadership, 
moral leadership,” he said.  “Be-
cause Dr. King’s vision was never 
just about changing laws, it was 
about transforming hearts, trans-
forming systems, transforming 
the moral direction of this coun-
try.”

He urged the students to “keep 
going, keep learning, keep build-
ing, keep organizing, keep serv-
ing, and whatever you do, honor 
your compassion.”

Morris is the great-great-great 
grandson of American abolitionist 
Frederick Douglass and the great-
great grandson of civil rights lead-
er Booker T. Washington.  He is 
co-founder and president of Fred-
erick Douglass Family Initiatives, 
based in Rochester, NY, which 
is a leader in human trafficking 
prevention, education, training of 
educators and combating racism.  

The organization’s mission is 
“to build strong children and to 
end systems of exploitation and 
oppression.”

This year’s top honor, the Ze-
nnie Cummings award, was pre-
sented to Gary and Lisha Lett for 
their work through their non-prof-
it “Lett’s Do Art” and their “con-
tinuous commitment and recogni-
tion of our youth and their work in 

social justice.”
“Youth Social Justice” honor-

ees were Cole Coats, Los Osos 
High School, Carlos Pina-Mar-
tinez, Montclair High School, 
Krista Sofia Sanchez, Diamond 

YOUTH SOCIAL JUSTICE HON-
OREES -- This year's Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., Project 'Youth Social 
Justice' award winners, from left, 
are Rosa Loretto Navarro, Emiley 
Gaspar and Evelyn Aguilar-Perez, 
of Garey High School; Brooklyn 
Brown of Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School, Carlos Pina-Martinez of 
Montclair High School, Jazlyn 
Topete of Garey High School, 
and Cole Coats of Los Osos High 
School.  Not pictured is Krista So-
fia Sanchez, of Diamond Ranch 
High School. Gary and Lisha Lett

Zennie Cummings award winners
Ranch High School, and Brooklyn 
Brown, Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School, all 12th graders, and Jaz-
lyn Topete, Evelyn Aguilar-Perez, 
Emiley Gaspar and Rosa Loretto 
Navarro, all 10th graders at Garey 

High School.
Theme of this year’s MLK Jr. 

Project event was “Where do we 
go from here?”

For more information, visit the 
web site at pivmlkproject.org.

By Suzanne Potter
Public News Service

Home-based child care provid-
ers in California are slamming 
the Trump administration’s threat 
to freeze billions in federal fund-
ing. 

Citing allegations of day-care 
center fraud in Minnesota, the 
administration is threatening to 
withhold funding from multiple 
programs.  They include the 
Child Care Development Fund, 
the Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families program, and So-
cial Services Block Grants. 

"These funding freezes, even 
if it's temporary, will result in 
families losing care," said Alexa 
Frankenberg, executive director 
of Child Care Providers United, a 
union representing 70,000 home-
based family child care providers 
in the Golden State.  "And it also 
has the potential to really rav-

California child care providers slam Trump threat to freeze funding
age our economy, 
with employers 
facing unpredict-
able workforce 
shortages if fami-
lies need to deal 
with these child 
care emergen-
cies."

Department of 
Health and Hu-
man Services 
spokesperson An-
drew Nixon said 
in a statement 
to the New York 
Post that the ad-
ministration is 
targeting Califor-
nia, Colorado, Il-
linois, Minnesota 
and New York.  In 
his words, “For 
too long, Dem-
ocrat-led states and governors 
have been complicit in allowing 

Photo:  Monkey Business/Adobe Stock
A recent study from UCLA found the child care industry in California is already un-
able to accommodate the massive need for care.  Data show fewer than half of the 
state’s 2.6 million children under age five have regular child care arrangements.

massive amounts of fraud to oc-
cur under their watch.” 

Frankenberg said the rhetoric 
from the Trump administration 

has unfairly targeted certain ethic 
groups, alleging federal funds are 
being used to help "non-citizens."

She added that several home 
day-care centers in the San Di-
ego area have received recent 
in-person and online threats that 
she called "completely unaccept-
able." 

"And unfortunately, a lot of 
this has been directed at Black 
and immigrant-population pro-
viders," she said, "which is lead-
ing some extremists to show up in 
front of their houses and threaten 
the safety and well-being of chil-
dren in their child care." 

President Trump said in a Truth 
Social post that “the fraud inves-
tigation of California has begun,” 
without providing any proof of 
wrongdoing.  California officials 
have vowed to fight the admin-
istration’s latest attempt to with-
hold federal funds from "blue" 
states.
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Gov. Newsom greets legislators at his State of the State address this month in Sacramento.

I have spent my entire life — 
nearly six decades — along the 
rivers of this remarkable state, 
from my youthful days on the up-
per American River with my dad, 
to my time with my own children, 
downriver not too far from here. 

These rivers shaped the story of 
California — a sense of place — 
from the Native peoples shaped 
by these rivers to the men who ex-
tracted riches from the silt. When 
the shout of “Eureka! Eureka!” 
began, madness ensued, fortunes 
were made and lost, many times 
over. Farmers worked the soil, 
nourished by those rivers. Settle-
ments turned into towns, towns 
turned into thriving American 
port cities. Industry flourished. 
Through two world wars, a Great 
Depression, and social upheaval, 
booms and busts, California en-
dured. Thrived.

And the rivers kept flowing.
For 175 years, California has 

been a marvel of invention and 
reinvention, disaster and recovery, 
grit and ingenuity. We have found 
a way to build the future, over and 
over. But today, that California 
spirit is being tested. We face an 
assault on our values unlike any-
thing I have seen in my lifetime.

The federal government is un-
recognizable, protecting the pow-
erful, at the expense of the vulner-
able. Their credo is fear — fear of 
the future, fear of the stranger, fear 
of change.

In Washington, the President 
believes that might makes right, 
that the courts are simply speed 
bumps, not stop signs — that de-
mocracy is a nuisance to be cir-
cumvented. Secret police, busi-
nesses raided, windows smashed, 
citizens detained, masked men 
snatching people in broad day-
light, using American cities as 
training grounds for the US mili-
tary — purposeful chaos emanat-
ing from the White House.

Shifting the tax burden from 
the wealthy — from billionaires 
to small businesses, farmers, the 
middle class. Lining the pockets 
of the rich; crony capitalism at an 
unimaginable scale. State capital-
ism. Self-dealing. Profit-making, 
not policy-making. Rolling back 
rights — attacking marginalized 
communities, rewriting history, 
censoring historical facts. Theirs 
is a politics of twisted nostalgia 

Governor Gavin Newsom State of the State Address
Remarks as Prepared (Complete text)

January 8, 2026
about restoring the dynamics of a 
bygone era. 

This is not normal.
It’s important to remember at 

moments like these, the greatest 
tragedy is not, as King said, the 
clamor of bad people, but the ap-
palling silence of good people.

In California, we are not silent. 
We are not hunkering down. We 
are not retreating. We are a bea-
con. This state is providing a dif-
ferent narrative. An operational 
model, a policy blueprint for oth-
ers to follow.

This state, this people, this ex-
periment in democracy, belongs 
not to the past, but to the future. 
Expanding civil rights for all, 
opening doors for more people 
to pursue their dreams. A dream 
that’s not exclusive, not to any one 
race, not to any one religion, or 
class. Standing up for traditional 
virtues — compassion, courage, 
and commitment to something 
larger than our own self-interest 
— and asserting that no one, par-
ticularly the President of the Unit-
ed States, stands above the law. 
We’ve gone to court to protect our 
people, pushing back against ex-
ecutive overreach — 52 lawsuits 
filed, all funded by you, by the 
special session that you led. 

And as a consequence, Califor-
nia has preserved $168 billion in 
illegally frozen federal resources 
that belong to our schools, our 
hospitals, our elders; resources 
that belong to the people of this 
state. We won requests for emer-
gency relief and affirmed the Con-
stitution as the supreme law of the 
land.

Mr. President: You cannot cut 
off critical food assistance for mil-
lions. You cannot send the military 
into American cities without jus-
tification. You cannot cruelly and 
illegally cut off funding for medi-
cal research, homeland security, or 
disaster response.

But, if we are going to keep 
faith with the California spirit, we 
must do more than just resist what 
is wrong. We must keep building 
what is right. We are not defined 
by what we’re against; we’re de-
fined by what we’re for. Oppor-
tunity, dignity, responsibility. The 
future.

Every year, the declinists, the 
pundits, and critics suffering from 
California Derangement Syn-

drome look at this state and try to 
tear down our progress. But we 
know the truth: California’s suc-
cess is not by chance — it's by 
design.

We created the conditions where 
the dreamers and the doers, the 
misfits and the marvels, with grit 
and ingenuity, come to build the 
impossible. We became the desti-
nation for the world’s first-round 
draft choices. The best and the 
brightest, who come from all over 
for riches and new beginnings.

It’s not just the tech founders 
in Silicon Valley or the produc-
ers and writers in Hollywood. I’m 
talking about the mechanics in 
Modesto, farmworkers in Salinas, 
and the police officers in El Cen-
tro. No state in America contrib-
utes more — none — to American 
greatness. No state builds more 
ladders to success or sees around 
more corners.

The biggest manufacturing 
economy: constructed here. The 
most productive agricultural econ-
omy: grown here. Eighteen per-
cent of the world’s R&D: invested 
here.    Half of our nation’s uni-
corns — $1 billion startups: head-
quartered here. The happiest cities 
in America: right here. Fremont, 
San Jose, Irvine, San Francisco, 
and San Diego.           And by the 
way, those cities have something 
else in common: proximity to the 
finest research institutions in the 

world, the greatest system of pub-
lic higher education anywhere. A 
conveyor belt for talent.

A proof point: just last year, UC 
added five new Nobel Laureates to 
its roster. One out of every three 
laureates in America, right here in 
California. 13,700 active patents 
at the UC System, more than any 
other system in the world. We sim-
ply have no peers.

This is the California we’ve cre-
ated and nurtured through steps 
big and small, emanating from this 
very chamber. You’ve kept our 
state stable and reliable by invest-
ing in the California Dream.

Just last year, we unveiled the 
state’s first concrete economic 
development blueprint. Not top-
down, but bottom-up, region by 
region, over 10,000 people partici-
pated in the development of this 
plan. We call it Jobs First.

Thirteen economic and work-
force development strategies, 
aligned with universities and trade 
schools. A plan that reconciles 
the macroeconomic story of the 
world’s fourth-largest economy, 
$4-plus trillion, and the microeco-
nomic reality of 40 million people 
living here. An economic plan that 
is nourishing and family-support-
ing.

For the Central San Joaquin, 
that means jobs in manufacturing 
and clean energy, and of course, 
agriculture. For the Redwood re-

gion, jobs in tourism, health, for-
estry, and fisheries. For San Diego 
and Imperial counties, new jobs 
in high tech, biotechnology, ad-
vanced manufacturing, and hospi-
tality. And for the Central Coast, 
new jobs in aerospace and de-
fense, semiconductors, quantum, 
and ag-tech.

We’re doing all of this in con-
junction with our wildly suc-
cessful CalCompetes tax credits. 
Helping businesses hire more 
Californians, expanding innova-
tion in this state: aerospace en-
gineering in Torrance; hydrogen 
fuel manufacturing in Lancaster; 
fusion R&D in San Leandro; and 
in Mojave, in Kern County, the 
first steel mill built in California in 
50 years. Building on the success 
of these regional efforts, in tomor-
row’s budget, I’ll be asking all of 
you to reauthorize our tax credit 
program for another five years.

And speaking of tax credits, 
ever since the first moving image 
was taken of a horse named Sal-
lie in Palo Alto to the early silent 
film studios in Fremont and Los 
Angeles, Hollywood has been the 
most “California” of industries. 
That’s why we have doubled down 
on funding California’s Film and 
Television Tax Credit Program, to 
not only keep our iconic industry 
here, but all the unionized camera 
operators, stunt performers, ward-
State of the State Address... pg. 15
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POMONA VALLEY MEMORIAL PARK
Cemetery • Mausoleums • Crematory

tel: 909.622.2029 • fax: 909.622.4726
Pomona Valley Memorial Park is a 56-acre nonprofit cemetery operating since 1876. The cemetery, 
which serves all faiths, offers a beautiful, serene, and affordable cemetery choice.

Planes económicos de pagos por adelantado.
Llame ahora para fijar una cita de consulta gratis.
Servicios para presencia la cremación disponible.

502 E. Franklin Avenue, Pomona, CA 91766
pomonacemetery@verizon.net • www.pomonacemetery.com

Pomona Valley Memorial Park es un cementerio de 56 acres sin fines de lucro establecido en 1876... un 
cementerio que ofrece belleza y tranquilidad a precios reazonables.

Affordable pre-payment plans for your peace of mind. 
Call and make an appointment today for a free consultation. 

Witness cremation service available.

波莫纳谷纪念公园是一座占地 56 英亩的非营利性墓地，自 1876 年开始运营。该墓地为所有信仰
的人提供服务，提供美丽、宁静且价格合理的墓地选择。

价格实惠的预付费计划，让您安心无忧。
立即致电预约，享受免费咨询。

提供见证火葬服务。

Cemetery Grounds: 8 am to 5 pm daily
Mausoleum: 9 am to 4 pm daily

Office: 8 am to 4:30 pm, Monday- Friday

Pomona Valley Memorial Park is a nonprofit corporation.

This year’s senior 
project at Pomona’s IP-
oly High School chal-
lenged students to step 
beyond the classroom 
and engage directly 
with real-world issues 
affecting their commu-
nities, including water 
quality, transportation, 
energy use, and air pol-
lution.

As part of the proj-
ect, students attended 
local city council meet-
ings, observing civic 
decision-making first-
hand before identify-
ing community needs 
that could be addressed 
through engineering-
based solutions. The 
goal was to encourage students 
to think like socially responsible 
engineers by connecting technical 
knowledge with public policy and 
civic engagement.

Working in teams, students re-
searched and developed propos-
als directed at local, state, and 
federal levels of government. 
Project topics reflected press-
ing public concerns and included 
bike lane improvements to sup-
port safer transportation, water 
filtration systems to increase ac-

IPoly seniors tackle local infrastructure challenges through civic action projects

cess to clean drinking water, solar 
energy installations for hospitals, 
and landscape-based solutions de-
signed to reduce harmful particu-
late matter in the air.

The senior team also partnered 
with Teach Democracy, a na-
tional, nonpartisan organization 
dedicated to strengthening civic 
participation. Through this col-
laboration, students organized and 
hosted a Civic Action Expo this 
month on the Cal Poly Pomona 
campus, creating a platform to 

share their work with the broader 
community.

The event drew a diverse audi-
ence, including city council mem-
bers from neighboring communi-
ties and a delegation of students 
and educators from San Pedro 
High School. Students had the 
opportunity to present their ideas 
to real stakeholders and receive 
meaningful feedback.

Pomona City Councilmember Debra Martin joins IPoly Senior Teach-
ers Lorelei Ortega, Joon Park, Russell McKinney, and Rachel Wampler 
at this month’s Pomona Valley Civic Action Project Expo held at Cal 
Poly Pomona to watch senior presentations. 

Seniors Christopher Carpio, Andrew Pendon, Leah Smith, and Leilani Bau-
tista present on cyclist safety in Azusa.

According to teacher Lorelei 
Ortega, the senior team hopes the 
partnership with Teach Democ-
racy will continue to grow. 

“We’re hoping to increase rela-
tionships with local city govern-
ments,” Ortega said, “so that the 
study of real-world issues can lead 
to real-world action.”

IPoly High School emphasizes 
collaborative, project-based learn-

ing throughout all four years of 
study, with students working in 
semester-long teams and regu-
larly developing presentation and 
communication skills. The college 
preparatory high school offers 
concurrent college courses begin-
ning in 10th grade, is tuition-free, 
and open to students from all cit-
ies. Applications for the fall are 
currently available.

robe, and set designers.
As we support our proud past, 

we’re also making investments 
in our economic future. We are 
defining the next decade and be-
yond — through robotics, fusion, 
space, quantum, and artificial in-
telligence.

Speaking of which, it goes 
without saying that no technol-
ogy holds more promise and more 
peril, to jobs, to our economy, to 
our way of life than artificial intel-
ligence. The tech genie, it’s out of 
the bottle. So the question is not 
whether change is happening; it is. 
The question is: What values will 
guide us into this new frontier? 

And that’s a question we’re an-
swering. Last year, we worked to-
gether on landmark legislation to 
create the nation’s first rules for re-
sponsible, ethical, and safe use of 
AI, regulations that provide guard-
rails that balance risk and oppor-
tunity. A consensus effort and a 
template for the nation, where just 
recently, New York State adopted 
our approach and made it their 

own. 
It’s an example of California’s 

leadership — of how we’re shap-
ing the future. A unique combina-
tion of conscience and capital, an 
entrepreneurial and innovative 
spirit that encourages risk-taking, 
not recklessness. Policy that cre-
ates predictability, so investors 
have confidence, and innovators 
have space to dream, and to do.

Compare this to the carnival of 
chaos on the national stage. The 
administration’s mini-dramas and 
vapid day trading, all with real-
world consequences, none more 
striking than the Big Beautiful 
Bill. That bill is putting 1.8 million 
Californians at risk of losing their 
health insurance, and 2 million 
facing premium increases. Cuts 
to food aid — poised to impact 
375,000 Californians.

And for what? All to benefit the 
top 10% of this country — people 
who already own two-thirds of the 
household wealth. Plutarch was 
right when he warned us 2,000 
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years ago that this imbalance of 
the rich and the poor “is the old-
est and most fatal ailment of all 
republics.”

Understanding the lessons of 
the past, in California, we proudly 
built one of the most progressive 
tax systems in the nation. One that 
asks the highest-income residents 
to pay a little bit more, without 
punishing people who are making 
a little bit less. Think about this: 11 
states tax their middle class more 
than California does, and 16 states 
tax their low-wage earners more 
than California taxes its high-
wage earners.

So the question is, who are the 
high-tax states? 

Take Texas and Florida. With 
the most regressive taxes in the na-
tion hammering low-income earn-
ers more than the rich. In Califor-
nia, we stand for fairness — and in 
more ways than one. That's why I 
was proud to work with the Legis-
lature to raise the minimum wage 
for fast-food workers to $20, and 
health care workers to $25 an hour.

Compare that to workers in Ala-
bama, South Carolina, or Tennes-
see, and in 17 other states, work-
ing full-time at just $7.25 an hour, 
a minimum wage that hasn’t been 
raised in nearly two decades. Try 
to pay the rent, raise a family, and 
pay for an education on that.

It comes down to a simple ques-
tion: Who do you stand for? The 
rich and the powerful, the most 
well-connected? Or the bus driver, 
the janitor, the special education 
teacher, working overtime to sup-
port their families?

And speaking of supporting our 
educators, I’m proud to submit a 
budget tomorrow with the most 
significant investments in pub-
lic education in California’s his-
tory, backed by the state’s General 
Fund of $248.3 billion, including 
revenues that are $42.3 billion 
higher than forecasted last year. 

Why? Because our economy is 
growing. Because our population 
is growing. Because of the energy 
and daring of entrepreneurs, who 
are dominating the industries of 
the future.

As a result of this windfall, 
mindful of the erratic nature of 
our state revenue and our long-
term structural challenges, we’re 
rebuilding our reserves, adding 
$7.3 billion. And paying down 
long-term pension obligations to 
the tune of $11.8 billion, over the 

next few years, including $3 bil-
lion alone in next year’s budget.

And speaking of obligations, we 
all know, there is no greater obli-
gation than to our kids, and their 
education. That’s why tomorrow’s 
budget includes a record-breaking 
$27,418 per student. This budget 
will fully fund our universal TK 
program — and maintains our 
commitment to reduce class sizes 
to improve the quality of educa-
tion for our youngest learners.

It’s also a budget that continues 
our nation-leading investments in 
school meals,   nearly one billion 
breakfasts, lunches and snacks 
last year alone, and advances the 
nation’s most expansive and auda-
cious plan to eliminate ultra-pro-
cessed foods from our cafeterias. 
Contrast that with what Donald 
Trump just announced this week, 
that he will illegally cut all federal 
funding for TANF and child care, 
in curiously, just five blue states, 
including California. Cuts that 
have the potential of throwing par-
ents into disarray, forcing them to 
choose between going to work or 
taking care of their children.   Put-
ting at risk the most significant ex-
pansion of child care in America 
— our state already supporting 
487,000 children, saving families 
thousands of dollars a year.

When we talk about saving 
families money, let’s consider the 
bold commitment that we made 
just a few years ago to bolster be-
fore and after-school programs, 
providing nine hours a day of en-
richment, and 30 days of summer 
school each year. I’m proud to say 
that this budget will finish the job 
and make that pledge universal, 
at every elementary school in the 
state. More hours of enrichment, 
more literacy coaches, more read-
ing specialists, healthy meals for 
all, and an entire new grade for 
everyone.

It's not any one of these initia-
tives on their own; it’s also the 
complete transformation of our 
campuses through rigorous, rel-
evant, and engaging community 
schools, one of our most signifi-
cant achievements. To date, Cali-
fornia has invested $4.1 billion 
in these life-changing, enrich-
ing community schools to sup-
port nearly 2,500 campuses. And, 
we’re not done. The budget I am 
proposing includes an additional 
$1 billion to expand to thousands 
of additional high-need schools. 

These multi-year investments in 
education, they are paying off. Just 
this year, we’ve seen improved ac-
ademic achievement in every sub-
ject area, in every grade level, in 
every student group. With greater 
gains in test scores for Black and 
Latino kids. 

These gains are particularly 
pronounced in Los Angeles, the 
nation’s second-largest school 
district. To the teachers, classi-
fied employees, and the parents of 
LAUSD: you should be proud of 
the progress you’re making, and 
particularly proud of the leader-
ship of Superintendent Alberto 
Carvalho, who is here today. Un-
der his stewardship, the district 
is outpacing statewide progress, 
exceeding pre-pandemic levels in 
every category, and reaching the 
highest levels recorded since the 
current state assessments were 

launched a decade ago. And yes, 
the Superintendent would be the 
first to acknowledge, we have a lot 
more work to do.

Speaking of which, it’s long 
overdue that we modernize the 
management of our educational 
system — and so in the budget 
I’ll be submitting tomorrow, I’m 
proposing that we unify the poli-
cy-making by the State Board of 
Education and the Department of 
Education, allowing the State Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction 
to align our education policies 
from early childhood through col-
lege.

We did the right thing last year, 
when we got cell phones out of 
our public schools. Every parent 
understands this. Our kids are in-
creasingly more anxious, addicted, 
less free, and less happy because 
so much of their lives is lived on-

line. So much of their life has be-
come performative, measured by 
external validation — likes and 
followers.   We’re watching the 
spiritual health of our young peo-
ple erode in real time.

This vital conversation of what 
to do about it has played out in 
these chambers for well over a 
decade. I’m proud that Califor-
nia leads the nation in kids’ on-
line safety, thanks to laws you’ve 
passed, including many I signed 
just last year, on age verification, 
on chatbot safety, on parental con-
trols.

But recently, Australia gener-
ated a lot of headlines for tak-
ing even bolder steps. The ques-
tion is, what more should we do? 
The consequences of getting this 
wrong are all too apparent: depres-
sion; social isolation; and in some 
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cases, radicalization, particularly 
with our young men and boys, on-
line and offline.

Consider this, and forgive me. 
You walk into a morgue — of every 
five young people dead by suicide, 
four are boys or young men.

Young men: 14 times more likely 
to be incarcerated, three times as 
likely to die from a drug overdose, 
and more than twice as likely to be 
homeless. One out of seven men has 
no friends. And half of young men 
have not even asked a woman out 
on a date in person. Our young men 
and boys are struggling — and Cali-
fornia is responding.

We recently issued an Executive 
Order that, among many concrete 
actions, created the Men’s Service 
Challenge, calling on 10,000 young 
men to step up as tutors, mentors, 
coaches, and leaders in their com-
munities. That service extends not 
just to our men and boys, but also 
to everyone through the California 
Service Corps, now larger than the 
Peace Corps. And through our Col-
lege Corps program alone, 3,500 
students earn up to $10,000 in re-
turn for completing 450 hours of 
service.

“Service is the heart and soul that 
binds us together,” helping build 
personal character, friendships, as 
well as careers.

Speaking of careers, I want to 
thank this legislature for helping 
fund our state’s first master plan for 
career education. This three-year 
process, just recently completed, 
creates seamless, debt-free path-
ways from school to high-paying 
jobs, with or without college ex-
perience. We’re integrating career 
training, strengthening regional 
partnerships, and building a new 
digital "career passport" so people 
can track their skills.

We set a goal together: producing 
500,000 apprenticeships by 2029. 
I’m proud to announce today that 
we’ve surpassed that goal, adding 
600,000 earn-and-learn opportuni-
ties, more than anywhere else in 
the country. And many of those ap-
prentices — in skilled trades, elec-
tricians, laborers, carpenters — are 
already at work strengthening and 
building the physical foundations of 
our state.

Right now, we’re building more 
infrastructure projects than at any 
time since Governor Pat Brown — 
$109 billion currently underway, 
more than 28,000 separate projects, 
over 200,000 people working to 

strengthen this state. Environ-
mental restoration and energy 
projects, roads and bridges, wa-
ter and power, rail and ports, 
broadband for rural communi-
ties. Sites Reservoir, the first 
above-ground water storage in 
50 years, as well as the world’s 
largest battery solar storage proj-
ect — 2,300 megawatts in Fresno 
County — all moving forward 
under California’s new fast-track 
permitting authority.

Speaking of tracks, we’re fi-
nally laying the tracks of the 
nation’s first High-Speed Rail 
system, building the transporta-
tion network of the 21st century. 
Full environmental clearance. 
We’ve built 50 major structures. 
More than 60 miles of guideway 
have been completed, ready for 
immediate track-laying in the 
Central Valley. 2,270 parcels 
for right-of-way, procured. Full 
electrification of 51 miles of 
track for Caltrain, allowing us 
to move more people, more ef-
ficiently. Connecting some of 
the fastest-growing places in our 
state — Fresno, Madera, and Ba-
kersfield — making commute 
times shorter and making life 
more affordable for people in the 
Central Valley.

Affordability — that’s not a 
word we just discovered, and it's 
certainly not a hoax. Here’s the 
way we think about it. It’s not 
just one issue; it’s a stacking of 
many issues, one on top of an-
other. But the one issue that im-
pacts more things, in more ways, 
on more days, is the cost of hous-
ing, California’s original sin. For 
decades, the story of California 
housing reforms was one of de-
lay and denial.

That said, we got to work 
in 2019, passing the strongest 
statewide renter protections in 
America. And the past few years, 
we have enshrined the most 
consequential housing reforms 
in our state’s history. Just last 
year alone, I was proud to sign 
61 housing reform bills, clearing 
regulatory thickets, forcing local 
governments — often resistant 
— to get in the game, and mod-
ernizing environmental review.

But we have more work to do. 
And I look forward to working 
with the Legislature this year, 
particularly to reduce the cost 
of construction, utilizing new 
building methods and technol-

ogy — worker-centered reforms 
that bring our brothers and sisters 
in labor along with us.

And there is another urgent area 

requiring our attention. That’s in-
stitutional investors snatching up 
homes by the hundreds and thou-
sands at a time, crushing the dream 

of home ownership, and forcing 
rents too damn high for everyone 
else. It’s shameful that we allow 
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private equity firms in Manhattan 
to become the biggest landlords in 
many of our cities.

Over the next few weeks, we 
will work with the Legislature to 
combat this monopolistic behav-
ior, strengthen accountability, and 
level the playing field for working 
families. That means more over-
sight and enforcement, and poten-
tially changing the state tax code 
to make this work.

But housing is just one compo-
nent of the stack of affordability 
challenges facing California fami-
lies.

And that’s why our stack of 
solutions has included more than 
tripling the Earned Income Tax 
Credit, delivering $7.6 billion 
back into the pockets of working 
families since 2019. Together, we 
created the Young Child Tax Cred-
it and the Foster Youth Tax Cred-
it. We have increased Paid Sick 
Leave and Paid Family Leave, al-
lowing eligible workers to receive 
up to 90% of their wages while 
raising and supporting their fami-
lies.   Through all these targeted 
tax credits, rebates, and program 
expansions, the average California 
family now saves $18,000. 

But I recognize that the new 
“cost of eggs” is now your energy 
bill.

The number one driver of in-
creased energy bills over the last 
decade has been the cost of hard-
ening our infrastructure and other 
related wildfire costs, significantly 
driven by climate change. That’s 
why I was proud to work with 
all of you last year to extend our 
nation-leading Cap-and-Invest 
program for another two decades, 
providing close to $60 billion in 
rebates on your monthly energy 
bill. This year, we also worked 
across our differences to enable a 
new regional energy market that 
will increase reliability and lower 
energy bills.

By the way, one of the things 
that is not high in California is our 
uninsured rate — 6.4%, one of the 
lowest in the nation. In addition 
to the largest health care expan-
sion in America, we subsidized 
some 370,000 people to help bring 
down the cost of their health insur-
ance through Covered California.

But it’s not good enough to just 
subsidize health care costs; we 
need to lower them.  And we are 
doing just that through our CalRX 
program, launching our own ge-

neric drug label. Just last week, we 
launched insulin at $11 a pen, just 
as we did with life-saving nalox-
one last year.

In that same spirit, we also fun-
damentally overhauled our state’s 
mental health system and home-
lessness response. When I began 
as Governor, there was no home-
less plan, no mental health plan, 
and certainly no housing plan. 
There was no accountability and 
little investment. The responsibil-
ity fell to cities and counties, with 
little interest from Sacramento.

But that changed when we 
crafted new statewide programs. 
Homekey and Project Roomkey 
— which together has taken more 
than 72,000 people off the streets, 
converting hotels, motels, and oth-
er properties into longerterm hous-
ing. And, we are seeing results. 

Early data, just compiled, shows 
that the number of unsheltered 
homeless people in California 
dropped 9% in 2025. We have not 
seen a drop like this in a decade 
and a half in California. Los Ange-
les, down 10.3%; Riverside, down 
19%; Contra Costa County, down 
34.8%. And I’ll remind you that 
last year, the nation saw an 18.1% 
overall increase in homelessness. 
Our investments are paying off.

And of course, it’s not good 
enough, particularly for those liv-
ing on the streets, self-medicating 
with drugs or alcohol, suffering 
from bipolar disorder, schizophre-
nia, or paranoia. But today, be-
cause of your leadership, we have 
new tools to address these issues. 
We modernized California’s land-
mark conservatorship laws for the 
first time in more than 50 years. 
We created CARE Court, a new 
legal framework to connect people 
with untreated psychosis to court-
ordered services and housing.

And the California voters spoke, 
with the passage of Prop 1 in 2024, 
a $6.38 billion bond to build more 
mental health housing. In just 18 
months, we have already approved 
nearly 70% of the new treatment 
beds and slots we promised under 
Prop 1 — the fastest distribution 
of bond money in our state’s histo-
ry. 4,236 new locked and unlocked 
mental health beds, and 18,875 
new outpatient treatment slots.

And on July 1 of this year, we 
will implement the second phase of 
Proposition 1 by redirecting over 
$1 billion in annual mental health 
funding to housing and treatment 

for people living on the streets, 
providing counties what they’ve 
been asking for: the predictable 
funding for housing and substance 
abuse treatment. No more excuses 
— it’s time to bring people off the 
streets, out of encampments, into 
housing, into treatment. Counties 
need to do their job!

That doesn’t mean our hands are 
clean. And that’s why, since 2021, 
the state has removed more than 
19,000 encampments and worked 
with providers to help more than 
61,000 people get services. We’re 
seeing results, making streets safer 
for everyone, and fully recogniz-
ing that quality of life is at the 
core of people’s frustrations in this 
state. 

When it comes to quality of 
life and public safety specifically, 
let’s talk facts. We provided $267 
million in grants to police depart-
ments and prosecutors to com-
bat organized crime, retail theft, 
and hold criminals accountable. 
We deployed Crime Suppression 
Teams in Bakersfield, San Francis-
co, San Bernardino, Oakland, and 
recently, Stockton, supporting lo-
cal law enforcement with the help 
of the CHP — a force bolstered 
by the addition of over 1,000 new 
officers. Through these efforts, 
we’ve seen double-digit decreases 
in crime overall: property crime, 
down; aggravated assault, down; 
car theft, down; burglary, down; 
robbery, down; violent crime, 
down. California cities are seeing 
record-low homicide rates: Oak-
land, the lowest since 1967; LA, 
the lowest since 1966; and San 
Francisco, the lowest since 1954. 
Again, we have more work to do.

To those with California De-
rangement Syndrome, it’s time to 
update your talking points. Cali-
fornia remains the most blessed 
and often the most cursed place 
on Earth:  profound natural beauty 
and prosperity; profound natural 
disasters, testing our spirits and 
resources.

I was recently down in Belém, 
Brazil, at the COP 30 climate con-
ference. The US was nowhere to 
be found. The United States, a 
footnote. China sent close to 800 
delegates.

Today, China manufactures 
70% of the world’s electric ve-
hicles, flooding the global mar-
ket with high-quality, inexpen-
sive cars. This is not about green 
power; it’s about economic power. 

They are dominating this space. 
They’re locking in markets, lock-
ing in supply chains, locking in 
their influence across the globe. 
They’re cleaning our clock. 

But in California, we refuse to 
be bystanders. Already, we have 
seven times as many clean energy 
jobs as fossil fuel jobs. Last year, 
we ran the fourth-largest economy 
in the world, using 100% clean 
energy for at least part of 9 out of 
every 10 days. Today, two-thirds 
of our energy comes from clean 
sources, such as solar, hydro, 
wind, geothermal, and nuclear 
power. And just last year, Cali-
fornia finally ended its use of any 
coal-fired power.

We are in the “how” business.
And we also understand how 

climate risk is financial risk, and 
that climate risk is becoming un-
insurable. That’s why we’re mak-
ing our homes and communities 
more resilient to heat and fire, 
and working with our Insurance 
Commissioner, we’re stabilizing 
and protecting homeowners from 
unpredictable rate increases and 
cancellations. We became the first 
state in the country to require in-
surers to lower insurance for home 
hardening upgrades. In the last 
few months, six insurance compa-
nies announced their commitment 
to remain in, or expand their cov-
erage, here in California. 

We have a lot more work to do 
to fully implement our sustainable 
insurance strategy and for holding 
insurance companies accountable 
for meeting their obligation to in-
sure in high-risk areas of our state. 

Those insurance stories were 
front and center when I met yes-
terday with survivors of the LA 
wildfires. Let me remind every-
body what occurred one year ago. 
Between January 7 and January 
22, 48,000 acres burned, the size 
of three Manhattans. Communities 
torn asunder: Palisades, Altadena, 
Malibu, Pasadena. The fires took 
the lives of 31 people, destroyed 
more than 16,000 structures.

On this sober anniversary, we 
not only honor the lives lost, we 
also honor the firefighters and first 
responders who faced unimagina-
ble conditions — a firestorm in the 
middle of winter, with hurricane-
force winds. What they did was 
miraculous and heroic. They went 
to battle against impossible condi-
tions, in the wind and in the dark, 
flying dangerous night missions 

over the firestorm.
Today, many members of Cal 

FIRE are in the audience, along 
with community groups, business 
owners, and, most importantly, 
survivors of the Eaton and Pali-
sades fires. Can you all stand up? 
I want everyone to give you a big 
round of applause for your resil-
iency, your courage, your strength.

Look, Los Angeles just fin-
ished the fastest debris removal 
in American history. We provided 
mortgage relief. We committed 
$2.5 billion for recovery efforts. 
I’ve signed 27 executive orders. 
You’ve passed a dozen-plus bills 
to remove time-wasting red tape, 
allowing survivors to begin re-
building. And it’s true, the city 
and county have issued over 2,500 
building permits.

But it’s not good enough. Not 
nearly enough. We need to turbo-
charge our efforts to rebuild these 
communities. That’s why we’re 
working to create a new rebuilding 
fund to close the gap between in-
surance payouts and the cost of re-
building — helping survivors get 
back in their homes even faster.

Contrast these efforts with Don-
ald Trump’s complete failure to 
act. He is refusing to even send a 
disaster recovery request to Con-
gress for $33.9 billion, supported 
by our entire California delega-
tion, Democrats and Republicans, 
to support the victims in Los An-
geles. It’s time for the President of 
the United States to act like a Pres-
ident for ALL the United States. 
It’s time to fulfill the promises he 
made and deliver for the people in 
LA.

There is no doubt — this has 
been a challenging year, not only 
because of these fires, the federal-
ization of the National Guard, the 
assault on our democratic norms 
and institutions. And yet, one of 
our finest. 

Because hardship does not 
merely wound us; it reveals us.

The story of California has 
never been the story of ease. It has 
been the story of effort, strength-
ened by trial and enlarged by the 
people who refuse to give up on 
one another. We have built some-
thing that is not perfect, not fin-
ished, but real; always moving 
forward — like the rivers that de-
fine our landscape, our people are 
unstoppable.

We’re home to more Americans 

State of the State Address... from pg. 17

State of the State Address... pg. 19



La Nueva Voz • Thursday, January 22, 2026 • 19

The Rose Parade entry America250, “Soaring Onward Together 
for 250 Years,” celebrated 250 years of the American spirit and 
the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence.  America250 is a bipartisan organization charged by Con-
gress to lead the anniversary celebrations.  The float won the Leish-
man Public Spirit Award.

Photos by La Nueva Voz 
The 107th Rose Queen, Arcadia High School senior Serena Guo, and her Rose 
Court rode in the parade on the Rose Court float as what traditionally is their 
grand finale.

Princess Cruises created a float that, well, pretty much rolled an entire cruise ship 
down Colorado Boulevard in the Rose Parade.  The float, on the theme “Together 
in the Magic of Alaska,” depicted Star Princess sailing through Alaska’s natural 
breath-taking beauty, marking the highly anticipated inaugural 2026 Alaska sea-
son for the cruise line’s newest ship.  The float, complete with animation bringing 
Alaska’s wildlife to life, was about 55 feet long and 21 feet high and adorned with 
more than 300,000 flowers and natural materials.  It won the President’s Award for 
the most outstanding use and presentation of flowers.  Hey, maybe we should all 
get on board once it warms up a bit.  Tell them La Nueva Voz sent you.

San Francisco’s first Rose Parade float in 50 years received the “Extraordinaire” 
award for most extraordinary float.  Theme of the float was “Believe in San Fran-
cisco” and featured the Golden Gate Bridge, a cable car and the “painted ladies,” 
replicas of the famous colorful Victorian houses at San Francisco’s Alamo Square.

The San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance float “Giant Strides 
Together” won the parade’s Grand Marshal Award.  Fea-
turing elephants as the “architects of the earth,” the 
float transported viewers to the all-new Denny Sanford 
Elephant Valley, the largest and most transformative 
project in the organization’s 109-year history, which will 
open on March 5 at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park in 
Escondido.

Spectators line up and 
millions more tune in for 
Pasadena’s Rose Parade
Nearly 40 floats made their way down 

Colorado Boulevard on New Year’s 
Day this year in the 5.5-mile-long 137th 
Rose Parade, accompanied by march-
ing bands, equestrian units and more, in 
a holiday tradition with nearly 800,000 
spectators lining the streets and mil-
lions more watching on television or live 
streaming online.

Theme of the parade this year was 
“The Magic in Teamwork” and Earvin 
“Magic” Johnson was grand marshal of 
the 2026 parade.

The Cal Poly Universities (Pomona 
and San Luis Obispo) won their first-ev-
er “Sweepstakes” award for its “Jungle 
Jumpstart” float – their 77th entry in the 
parade since 1949 and 
their 64th award for 
the float team.

Each year, more 
than 80,000 hours of 
volunteer work are 
contributed by 935 
volunteer members 
of the Tournament of 
Roses Association in 
their iconic white uni-
forms and countless 
hours contributed by 
volunteers and profes-
sionals working on the 
floats.

The earliest Tourna-
ment of Roses parade 
welcomed 3,000 spec-
tators to an event featuring horse-drawn 
carriages decorated with orange blossoms.

This year's "Founder Award" at the Rose Parade, recognizing the most outstanding 
float built by volunteers, went to the Downey Rose Float Association for their entry, 
"The Glow of Achievement," highlighting community dedication and volunteerism.

than any other state. Culture, food, music, 
movies, AI, biotech, quantum computing, 
agriculture — it all happens here first.

We don’t run from change, we drive it. 
We are proving that inclusive democracy 
works. We are proving that expanding hu-
man rights works. We are proving that le-
gal immigration works. And we’re proving 
that a progressive tax structure works.

California has never been about perfec-
tion. It’s about persistence. The courage of 
our convictions and the strength to embody 
them. That’s the California Way.

And it lights the path for the rest of the 
world.

The work we do, building a California 
where every person can see themselves, is 
never-ending. So we continue on because, 
years from now, we can tell our children 
we did not settle for the world as it was. 
We can say with pride: we built something 
worthy of them. We built the future.

Thank you, California.
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