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$125,000 in scholarships... pg. 6

Happy Holidays

Editor’s Note:  See La Nueva 
Voz special pull-out parade sec-
tion brought to you by Athens 
Services, beginning on page 11.

Hundreds of residents of Po-
mona joined with visitors from 
throughout the region for the 
Downtown Pomona District’s 
2025 Christmas Parade this 
month, this year on the theme 
“Neon Candyland” and a tradi-

Pomona Christmas Parade ushers in 
holiday season in Downtown Pomona

Editor’s Note:  The following is 
based on an in-person interview 
by Renee Barbee.

Pomona’s Don Nichols, Jr., 
known at Pomona High School as a 
philanthropist, is 95 and still going 
strong.  In recent years, he’s done 
everything from surfing, playing 
tennis, traveling the world and even 
piloting an airplane.

Born in 1930 in Pomona, he 
graduated from Pomona High 
School in 1948, graduated from 
UC Berkeley in 1953, enlisted 
in the U.S. Navy and served as a 
commissioned officer on the USS 
Boxer, an amphibious assault ship.

It was on that carrier that he 
realized his childhood dream of 
becoming a Naval aviator, and he 

Pomona High School ‘Class of 1948’ graduate Don Nichols, Jr. funds $125,000 in scholarships for students of his alma mater

FOLKLORICO DANCERS HELP OPEN ANNUAL 'CHRISTMAS ON COLUMBIA' -- Dancers of all sizes from the "No Te 
Rajes Jalisco Folklorico Group" performed this year at opening day this month of Pomona's annual "Christmas on Columbia" 
festivities where Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval was on hand to throw the switch and light up the entire street with holiday 
lights.  This year, a total of nine streets are lighting up their homes and yards to participate in what has become arguably the 
biggest and best holiday lights display in town.  The lights remain on throughout the holiday season, beginning at White and 
Columbia Avenues (just south of Orange Grove Avenue).  See additional photos page 4.

Photo by Renee Barbee
POMONA HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF '48 -- Officials pose for a photo with Don 
Nichols, Jr., 95, who graduated from Pomona High School in 1948 and now has 
become a philanthropist -- but only for students from Pomona High.  In addition 
to other projects, he has promised to provide $125,000 in scholarships over the 
next five years.  From left are Dana Anastasi, career technician at Pomona High 
School; Pomona City Councilmember Lorraine Canales; Pomona High School 
Principal Dr. Cindy Green; and Nichols.

flew reconnaissance missions over 
Korea and China during the Korean 
War.

But it was his work in the Navy 
with helicopters that resulted in his 
going into the business of selling 
parts to helicopter companies.  His 
company, Heli-Mart, Inc., now lo-
cated in Irvine, grew for 40 years 
until he retired in 2013.

It was through the success he had 
with his company that he has been 
able to give back to today’s Po-
mona students by funding special 
events and now scholarships – in 
fact, over the next five years, he’ll 
be handing out a total of $125,000 
in scholarships to Pomona High 
School students, one of the big-
gest lump sum packages ever at 

that school and, for that matter, in 
the entire Pomona Unified School 
District.

Why?
“Because of my family,” he said 

in an exclusive interview with La 
Nueva Voz.  He said his father, Don 
Nichols, Sr., was an attorney and 
the law firm owned by his father 
and his grandfather “gave a lot.”

In fact, he said there’s even a 
statue of his dad “somewhere up in 
Northern Pomona.”

So, he started his own foundation 
to address a need for scholarships 
in Pomona.

“We really wanted to help the 
students here at Pomona High 
School have success in their fu-

tional nighttime parade in true 
California style – cool weather 
but not cold and under clear skies.

The usual estimates for the pa-
rade seemed to continue this year 
– roughly 3,000 people lining the 
parade route, in many places three 
or four deep, plus another 2,000 or 
more actual participants riding the 
floats, marching in the bands, driv-

Ushering in the season... pg. 11
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Editor’s note:  It has been well 
publicized through both the news 
media and social media that U.S. 
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement officers have been active 
in Pomona in recent months.  In an 
attempt to provide a closer look at 
how that activity is impacting the 
community, Renee Barbee of La 
Nueva Voz and two other mem-
bers of the Narrative Storytelling 
Committee of the Mayor’s Task 

Pomona ICE detainee tells story of five weeks in custody
Force on Immigration sat down in 
a meeting at the Pomona Public 
Library in November for an inter-
view with a Pomona resident who 
was detained and his wife.  The 
following account describes what 
happened.  In a departure from 
conventional news media policy 
and practice, and in the interest of 
the safety of the family, La Nueva 
Voz provided members of the com-
mittee an opportunity to share an 

advance copy of the story with 
family members.  Their suggested 
revisions are included below.

Roberto and his wife Alicia live 
in Pomona in an apartment near 
Holt Avenue and Indian Hill Bou-
levard.  They have lived here for 
the past 15 years.  They have two 
U.S.-born children who are honor 
roll students at Pomona public 
schools where they participate in 
several extracurricular activities.

Their life changed significantly 
on May 29 when Roberto, intend-
ing to attend his younger child’s 
graduation from elementary 
school, was arrested by U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforce-
ment officers. He heard sirens 
while driving along Holt Avenue 
and pulled over to the curb expect-
ing to see police cars rushing past, 
but instead, an estimated 15 ICE 
agents surrounded his truck, and 

pulled him out of his seat.
Roberto, who uses a walking 

cane because of a bad back, had 
his cane taken from him and had 
his hands handcuffed behind his 
back.  His cane was not returned 
until he arrived in a federal lock-
up facility in Los Angeles.  

He was later transferred to the 
federal immigration holding facil-
ity in Adelanto, a privately-owned 

Fairplex mascots, from left, Thummer the Pig, Daily the Cow and Lily the Sheep greeted 
guests to “Fall In The Farm,” an annual free community event at Fairplex that celebrates 
agriculture.

Guests at "Fall In The Farm" at Fairplex sewed pillow cases for Ryan's 
Case for Smiles, a non-profit that has volunteers sew whimsical pillow-
cases for children in hospitals.

Students from Pomona's School of Arts and Enterprise provided enter-
tainment at The Farm Stage for "Fall In The Farm" at Fairplex.

Agriculture students from the region participated in Cal Poly Pomona’s livestock showcase 
during “Fall In The Farm” at Pomona’s Fairplex.

Detainee tells his story... pg. 4
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'CHRISTMAS ON 
COLUMBIA' IS BIG-
GER AND BETTER 
EACH YEAR -- This 
year's Christmas on 
Columbia, a huge 
neighborhood holiday 
lighting display now 
expanded to include 
nine streets in the 
neighborhood begin-
ning at White and Co-
lumbia Avenues, this 
year opened with the 
help of dancers from 
No Te Rajes Jalisco 
Folklorico Group, the 
Ganesha High School cheerleaders, the Pomona High School spirit squad, and, of course, Santa (Chris 
Marble, a resident of Pomona now in his fourth year at the event).  Also pictured are lights in one of the 
many front yards, along with a new official street sign provided by the city designating the event to make 
it official.  Pictured with Mayor Tim Sandoval are, from left, Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz, who served 
as master of ceremonies, along with Pomona City Councilmembers Debra Martin and Lorraine Canales.  
And pictured with the volunteers receiving their certificates are, at center, founder and organizer Kim 
Johnson and co-founder Albert Perez.  On the far right, from left, are Pomona City Councilmembers 
Debra Martin, Lorraine Canales, Victor Preciado and Nora Garcia.

immigration detention center that 
has been the subject of controversy 
and scrutiny regarding its condi-
tions, where he remained for 40 
days until he was reunited with his 
family on July 8.

Both detainees and visiting law-
makers have reported issues such 
as poor medical care, lack of ac-
cess to legal counsel and telephone 

calls, and inadequate provisions.  
Roberto recounted that breakfast at 
6 a.m. typically consisted of a spoon 
of oatmeal and two small sausages 
or one egg, and a little carton of 
milk (which was sometimes spoiled 
and frozen). Lunch was one potato, 
a spoon of beans and a bit of let-
tuce. Dinner was bread and mustard 
along with sometimes a hamburger 

patty – there weren’t enough patties 
for everyone to get one.  Detainees 
were provided with minimal toilet-
ries, including one towel, which was 
not replaced if stolen. 

There were five showers for 100 
people in the room, only one of 
which ran with more than just a trick-
le of water. There were nine toilets, 

Detainee tells his story... from pg. 2

Detainee tells his story... pg. 6
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Iso Nakasato 
of Athens, pre-
senting spon-
sor for Po-
mona's fourth 
annual La Gran 
Posada, wel-
comes a capac-
ity audience 
to Pomona's 
Fox Theater for 
this month's 
free commu-
nity event.  Pic-
tured, from left, 
are Manuel Viz-
carra of Tradi-
cion Dance Co., 
Marco Argote, a 
founder of the Fox Community Culture Fund, presenters of Le Gran Posada, and Na-
kasato.

CHECK PRESENTATION FOR THE POSADA -- Iso Nakasato, of Athens Services, present-
ing sponsor of this month’s fourth annual free community “La Gran Posada” at Pomona’s 
Fox Theater, presents a check for $10,000 to Posada organizers and board members of the 
Fox Community Culture Fund at Tradicion Dance Company in Pomona.  Tradicion provided 
all the dancers for the event free of charge.  The annual program celebrating the traditions of 
Mexico features live singers and dancers, traditional Mexican songs, colorful costumes and 
more all to bring one of the oldest Christmas stories to life.  Pictured, from left, are Carlos 
Cardona and Iso Nakasato of Athens, Heidi Ortega of Downtown Pomona District, Jenny 
Goodman and Cathy Tessier of the Fox Community Culture Fund, producers of the annual 
Posada, Elizabeth Ramirez of Athens, Monique Robles of the Pomona Chamber of Com-
merce, Manuel Vizcarra of Tradicion, Thomas Wedding of Athens, Marco Argote, a founder 
of the Fox Community Culture Fund, and Vicente Soto of Athens.

Folklorico dancers from Tradicion Dance Company perform in front of Mariachi Arco-
iris at this month’s La Gran Posada.
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ture,” Nichols said.
Pomona High Principal Dr. Cin-

dy Green added that some of her 
students will not continue their ed-
ucation “because they can’t afford 
it, or they need that extra additional 
portion to go with it.”

“And so the idea of your legacy 
continuing through, making sure 
that people in the community you 
grew up in continue to have those 
educational opportunities . . . I 
think it’s amazing,” she told Nich-
ols.

She added that when Nichols 
comes back to the school on “se-
nior night” that he’ll see the grati-
tude.

“Our kids are very appreciative 
when they are supported through 
scholarships and grants,” she said.  
“And I know we pick up a lot of 
scholarships from (Pomona City 
Councilmember) Ms. (Lorraine) 
Canales because she hosts so many 
different opportunities for kids to 
get scholarships.”

“We’re leaving money on the ta-
ble for kids who genuinely need it,” 
she said.  “They genuinely need the 
support, so thank you so much.”

Canales, a former counselor at 
Pomona’s Village Academy High 
School and before that at Pomona’s 
School of Arts and Enterprise, told 
the group that Pomona High School 

is in her council district.
“And so I like to take care of my 

schools,” she said.
Nichols, who now lives in La-

guna Beach, also has been provid-
ing funding to send fifth and sixth 
graders from Roosevelt Elemen-
tary School, also his alma mater, to 
the Ocean Institute, founded as the 
Orange County Marine Institute, at 
Dana Point each year, a field trip 
that now fills three school buses.

This year, for the first time, Nich-
ols will be providing two $1,500 
scholarships for community col-
lege or trade school, two scholar-
ships to Cal State University stu-
dents of $4,000 each, and two more 

$125,000 in scholarships... from pg. 1

ALTAMED BRINGS SENIOR SERVICES TO POMONA -- AltaMed Health Services, one of the largest independent feder-
ally qualified health centers in the U.S. and serving patients throughout Los Angeles and Orange Counties, has expanded 
its senior services to Pomona with its grand opening this month of a PACE facility (Program of All-Inclusive Care for the 
Elderly).  Eligible PACE participants can even receive a new $600 benefit card to help with essential needs such as gro-
ceries, utility bills and over-the-counter items.  Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval, speaking at the event, said AltaMed serves 
communities beyond Pomona.  "Cities cannot solve the challenges they face without you, so thank you for the work you 
are doing," Sandoval said.  The new Pomona location is at 2277 N. Garey Ave., Pomona.  For more information, call (855) 
252-7223 or visit altamed.org/pace. Pictured cutting the ribbon with the help of AltaMed staff and executive team members 
is Dr. Esiquio Casillas, Chief Medical Officer for AltaMed PACE.  From left are Michael Mattox, PACE Transportation Direc-
tor; Pamela Barrera, PACE Program Director; Nancy Merino-Zamorano, PACE Pomona Center Manager; Miriam Galicia, 
PACE Assistant Vice President, Outreach and Marketing; Dr. Jung Han, PACE Regional Medical Director; Joyita Garg, 
PACE Senior Vice President and Chief Operating Officer; Jennifer Spalding, PACE Business Consultant; Dr. Esiquio Casil-
las; Jennifer Becerra, Administrative Assistant; Silvia Guzman, Registered Nurse Supervisor; Ivone Policarpio, Activities 
Coordinator; and Jacqueline Saso, Registered Dietitian.

An AltaMed technician prepares to 
check a patient’s blood pressure 
at the health services company’s 
new location in Pomona.  Founded 
in 1969, AltaMed serves more than 
two million patients annually (in-
cluding “virtual” visits) with more 
than 500,000 patients each year in-
clinic, with a focus on Latino, multi-
ethnic and medically underserved 
communities.

scholarships to students attending 
either a University of California 
campus or private university, for 
a total of another $7,000 each, ac-
cording to Dana Anastasi, career 
technician at Pomona High School, 
who worked with Canales to facili-
tate the scholarship program.

Pomona Unified School District 
Supt. Darren Knowles called it “a 
nice gesture.”

“The scholarship, regardless of 
the amount, can be life changing 
for our kids,” he told La Nueva 
Voz.

Nichols also has agreed to buy 
10 custom fit suits for high school 
boys attending the “My future in 
ties” event presented each year by 
the Pomona Optimist Club.

And while he said he is thinking 
about shutting down the foundation 
in the near future, for now he’s just 
looking forward to coming back for 
his 80th reunion in 2028.

which, along with other chores, 
could be cleaned by the detainees 
themselves for $1 a day.

To supplement the meager food 
rations, family members (once 
they had located their loved one) 
could pay into an account that the 
detainee could draw upon to pur-
chase food items such as cookies, 
bread, soup, and packets of sugar. 
They even had to purchase their 
own plate. Some of Roberto’s 
nephews contributed to this fund 
for him, and he shared some of 
his purchases with other detainees 
who did not have family that could 
help them in this way.

Roberto also shared his diabetes 
medication with an older detainee 
to whom this necessary medica-
tion was not provided.  While 
Roberto normally takes eight dif-
ferent medications every day for 

Detainee tells his 
story... from pg. 4

Detainee tells his story... pg. 7
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Interested in who has 
been arrested by 

Pomona Police in Pomona?

Please check our weekly listing at 
http://www.lanuevavoz.net and click 
on “Arrest Logs” on our home page.

La Nueva Voz Newspaper in Pomona, CA
The New Voice (La Nueva Voz), a Bilingual 

(English/Spanish) Publication. Pomona’s Only 
Community Newspaper! Advertising with us is easy!

Follow us on Facebook, Yelp and Instagram!

www.lanuevavoz.net

Pomona city councilmembers 
last month unanimously approved 
an agreement to serve as an of-
ficial venue city for staging the 
game cricket on Pomona’s Fair-
plex fairgrounds during the 2028 
Olympic and Paralympic Games 
in Los Angeles.

“On behalf of the city, we are 
thrilled to stage cricket, the sec-
ond most popular sport in the 
world, as part of the 2028 Sum-
mer Olympic Games,” Pomo-
na Mayor Tim Sandoval said.  
“Cricket has not been featured in 
the Olympics since 1900, and we 
are proud that Pomona will be the 
first to hold Olympic cricket com-
petitions again after 128 years.”

“We are grateful to our partners, 
LA28 and Fairplex, for playing a 
vital role in showcasing the City 
of Pomona on the global stage,” 
Sandoval added.  “Pomona wel-
comes the world.”

Fairplex President and CEO 
Walter Marquez said Fairplex is 
looking forward to working with 
the City of Pomona “to create a 
seamless experience as we pre-
pare for 2028.”

“The partnership between Po-
mona and Fairplex has a strong 
foundation, one that began in 
1922,” Marquez said.  “It is an 
honor to team up with the city to 
bring such an exciting event to 
the community, the County of Los 
Angeles and the world.”

Vic Knoll, director of venue cit-
ies relations for the Games, told 
councilmembers that “LA 28 is 
thrilled to be welcoming the City 
of Pomona as an official venue 
city for the LA 28 Games.”

Councilmembers approved an 
official Games agreement with 

Pomona council approves ‘official venue city’ status for 2028 Olympics

CEREMONIES AT SIGNING POMONA’S OLYMPIC AGREEMENT -- Pomona’s Office of Eco-
nomic and Business Affairs Deputy Director Ata Khan, at left, holds a ceremonial cricket bat as Fair-
plex President and CEO Walter Marquez signs his autograph during ceremonies at last month’s 
Pomona City Council meeting to approve an agreement for the LA 28 Games with the Los Angeles 
Organizing Committee to hold Games in Pomona. Cricket competition will be held at Pomona’s 
Fairplex.

the Los Angeles Organizing 
Committee for the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games 2028 in an ac-
tion that had no fiscal impact.

However, according to the 
council’s staff report, an “en-
hanced city resources agreement” 
will come before the council at a 
future date to establish services, 
service levels, unit costs, rates, a 
repayment timeline, audit rights 
and other schedule, process and 
cost estimation considerations.

As part of this month’s action, 
the City of Pomona agreed to 
confirm a list of advertising space 
that will be offered at a “priority 
option” to the Olympic Organiz-
ing Committee for advertising 
associated with the Olympic 
Games.  The city added language 
to the agreement that the Olym-
pic Organizing Committee would 
not pursue any advertising on any 
off-site billboards that are under 
active litigation with the city or 
on any unpermitted signs within 
the city.

Locations used for ads may 
include street light pole banners, 
city-operated bus shelters, vari-
ous outdoor areas in the Civic 
Center Plaza, city parks, First 
Street bridge crossings and the 
Pomona Transit Center.

The agreement also requires 
that host cities not permit any ma-
jor public or private event, con-
ference or other meeting which 
could have an impact on the suc-
cessful planning, organizing, fi-
nancing and staging of the Games 
or their public and media expo-
sure – either during the Games or 
during the preceding or following 
week – without prior written ap-
proval from the Games.

The city negotiated an exception 
for the July Art Walk in Downtown 
Pomona because it is a standing, 
recurring event.

According to the staff report, the 
city is working with the Games on 
its Cultural Olympiad program and 
has submitted a grant application 
to LA Metro for its “Open Streets” 
grant connected with the Olympic 
Games.

The city agreed to provide at no 
cost “normal and customer servic-

es” for police, fire, public works 
and building and safety and the 
like.

“Enhanced city resources” 
will be provided under a sepa-
rate agreement and paid for by 
the Olympic Organizing Com-
mittee.

The city also will be required 
– if it issues or renews permits 
for any new hotel development 

– to require the developer to allow 
the Olympic Organizing Commit-
tee to purchase up to 90 percent 
of the hotel’s inventory for use by 
any Games-related stakeholders 
between June and August 2028.

The City of Los Angeles is the 
host city for the 2028 Games, with 
select competitions and events lo-
cated in other Southern California 
venue cities.

a variety of conditions, he went 
without medication of any type 
for five days until an on-site doc-
tor determined what he needed to 
have.  His family had not been al-
lowed to bring his medications to 
the facility.

Roberto told the story of a de-
tainee who was from Bangladesh 
(South Asia) and, because he 
spoke no Spanish, communication 
was a problem.  During Ramadan, 
the man had to save his food un-
til after sunset in accordance with 
religious restrictions even though 
the food may have spoiled during 
the day.  This man was detained 
for 14 months before being de-

ported to Guatemala, of all places, 
where he reportedly spent a month 
recovering in a hospital.

Apart from physical stress due 
to poor food, hygiene facilities, 
access to medicine, and crowded 
conditions, Roberto emphasized 
the tremendous emotional stress of 
living with great uncertainty day 
in and day out, and knowing that 
his wife and children were dealing 
with their own stress while trying 
to make ends meet.

For Roberto’s family, the or-
deal began when Roberto failed 
to show up for his younger child’s 
elementary school graduation – 
something very unlike him. Later, 

neighbors reported seeing his ve-
hicle abandoned on Holt Avenue, 
which by this time had been stripped 
by homeless people; the officers had 
not allowed him to secure it before 
taking him away and reportedly told 
the homeless people they “could 
have it.”

Roberto’s wife, Alicia, had to 
miss a lot of work in order to care 
for her children. While food banks 
were helpful and it was possible to 
get donated clothing, the biggest 
challenge financially was to keep up 
with the rent. With the help of Po-
mona Unified School District and a 
private foundation, Alicia was able 

Detainee tells his story... from pg. 6

Detainee tells his story... pg. 8
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Pomona Valley Hos-
pital Medical Center 
hosted a mass casualty 
incident drill last month 
featuring nursing, para-
medic and emergency 
department tech students 
from Mt. San Antonio 
College in an effort to 
bolster the hospital’s 
preparedness for earth-
quake-related incidents.

The drill provided sim-
ulated scenarios requir-
ing triage and treatment 
of affected individuals.

“We are always pre-
pared for a mass casualty 
event,” said Dr. Andrew 
Michael, trauma and 
critical care surgeon.  
“We have a lot of won-
derful teams here that 
include our (emergency 
room) doctors, our respi-
ratory techs, radiologists 
and a lot of supporting 
cast here so that we’re 
ready with the staff and 
tools we need to help the great-
est amount of people possible.”

The drill was part of the Los 
Angeles County Healthcare 
Coalition’s annual medical and 
health exercise for operations to 
evaluate the ability of a hospital 
to support a patient surge equiv-
alent to at least 10 percent of its 

Pomona Valley Hospital, Mt. SAC students stage mass casualty drill

licensed bed capacity.
It included transporting pa-

tients to the hospital from Po-
mona’s Fairplex by ambulance 
and other vehicles and setting 
up a triage area outside of the 
hospital’s emergency depart-
ment.

Pomona Valley Hospital re-

ceived a surge of more than 40 
patients during the drill which 
provided hands-on training to 
enhance preparedness for staff 
and students alike, according to 
a hospital spokesperson.

Mt. SAC students participated 
under the direction of Dr. Con-
nie Kunkler, a nursing professor.

Photo courtesy of Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center
MASS CASUALTY DRILL -- Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center staff and 
Mt. San Antonio College students are pictured outside the hospital last month as 
they practice transporting patients in a mass casualty earthquake drill.

• 	 Fairplex Chevron, Fairpex Drive and San Bernardino Freeway, Pomona
• 	 Discount Market, Philadelphina Street and Towne Avenue, Pomona
• 	 LaunderLand Coin Op Laundry, 744 E. Holt Ave., Pomona
• 	 American Legion Post #30, 239 E. Holt Ave., Pomona
• 	 Pomona Eagles, 854 W. Mission Blvd., Pomona

A new La Nueva Voz publishes each month 
on the fourth Thursday of the month.

Pomona’s Prince of Peace Church youth group held its monthly visit to the Pomona Vista 
Care Center nursing facility this month, bringing gift bags with socks, a blanket, and other 
essentials for the residents as they entertained them with songs of Christmas. “It is our 
hope that through songs of worship and a moment of fellowship with the residents, we 
can encourage each other to always look ahead with optimism,” said youth leader Evelyn 
Flores, pictured fourth from left. Prince of Peace Church is located at 895 E. 7th St., Pomona. 
Services are held Sundays at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. and Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 
7:30 p.m. For information regarding the church’s outreach program, call (909) 750-0331.

to find agencies that helped her 
pay the rent while Roberto was in 
custody. 

Thoughts of their father were 
constantly in the minds of his 
children. Alicia said that her chil-
dren would sometimes refuse to 
eat, knowing that their father was 
barely eating in the detention cen-
ter. They also questioned how they 
could sleep on their comfortable 
mattress, knowing that their father 
was sleeping “on a board.” Alicia 
sometimes ate very little so that 
her children could have more to 
eat.

There was now the added ex-
pense of obtaining legal counsel. 
They paid $5,000 to retain an at-
torney (the Mexican consulate 
helped by paying $3,500 of this 
retainer) and they need to pay him 
$600 per month up to a total of 
$16,000. 

During an online court appear-
ance, the judge determined that 
Roberto was not a threat, not a 
criminal and has U.S. citizen chil-
dren, so he was allowed to leave 
detention after posting bail.  His 
family picked him up in Adelanto.

Roberto lost 30 pounds while in 
detention.  His family delightedly 
fed him beef stew upon his arrival 
home.  

Roberto, who said he worked 
at a factory, had no work permit 
(the family originally was here on 
a travel visa) and still is unable 
to work legally.  He said he is at-
tempting to obtain the work permit 
as his employer would like him to 
return and is allowing him to work 

limited hours.
But Roberto won’t take the risk 

of becoming a full-time employee, 
plus he doesn’t want to put other 
employees at the company in 
jeopardy.  Because of all of this, 
of course, he is living on limited 
income.

He said when he first came to 
the United States, he and his wife 
were helping family members 
who own a restaurant in the San 
Fernando Valley but when they 
learned Alicia was pregnant, they 
returned to Mexico.  They eventu-
ally renewed their travel visa and 
came back, deciding they wanted 
to remain in this country.

But they stayed past the time al-
lowed under the visa.

Today, with no work permit, a 
new manager at their apartment 
complex gave Alicia the job of 
cleaning the laundry room and 
other common areas so they don’t 
have to go out of the complex for 
work.

The two wanted others to know 
how people in Pomona are being 
taken off the street without due 
process and without being cared 
for properly.

For example, when they are de-
tained, often detainees are given a 
court date for when they will be 
able to request a bond hearing.  
Roberto said not everyone knows 
they’re supposed to request that 
hearing, but they talked to his at-
torney who explained what they 
needed to do.

Not only do some detainees not 

Detainee tells his story... from pg. 7

Detainee tells his story... pg. 21
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Photos courtesy of Western University
NEW COMMUNITY KITCHEN AT LOPEZ FARM -- Officials from 
the Western University of Health Sciences' College of Graduate 
Nursing, in collaboration with Lopez Urban Farm and the Pomo-
na Unified School District, cut the ribbon last month to celebrate 
the opening of the Urban Kitchen, an outdoor community kitchen 
designed to bring community, education and wellness together.  
The new facility, on the Lopez Urban Farm campus, was called a 
"shared space" where students, faculty and community partners 
can collaborate, address public health challenges, and co-create 
solutions through innovation and partnership.  The project, in the 
works for the past 10 years, was funded in part by Western Uni-
versity grant funds earmarked to train nurses to provide care to 
medically underserved areas.  Pictured cutting the ribbon at center 
with the scissors are College of Graduate Nursing Dean Dr. Mary 
Lopez, at left, and Bianca Ustrell, director of operations for Lopez 

Urban Farm.  Mid-way at left are Pomona City Councilmember Victor Preciado and College of Graduate Nursing Assistant Professor and Humanism 
Officer Marsha Guillaume, who helped facilitate the project.  Center, at rear, are Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval and Farmer Stephen Yorba, executive 
director of Lopez Urban Farm.  Also pictured, behind the ribbon, is a look at the community kitchen itself.

Los Angeles County photo by Bryan Chan
POMONA'S 'MINI MARIACHIS' PERFORM FOR BOARD OF SUPERVISORS -- Members of the dA Center 
for the Arts "Mini Mariachi" youth program performed before the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
during their meeting in the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration in Downtown Los Angeles this month as Su-
pervisor Hilda Solis once again was appointed Board Chair by her colleagues on the Board during an annual 
organizational meeting in the Board Hearing Room.  Solis will serve as Board Chair for her final year in her 
third term on the Board before terming out.  PIctured is Solis presenting a special recognition certificate to 
the Mini Mariachis for "celebrating the vibrant cultural pride, presence and joy that enriches the First District."  
Solis said she chaired the Board in both 2016 and 2019 and has "consistently focused on strengthening and 
uplifting our social safety net."  She said the Board faces challenges including budget pressures "at a time 
when the needs of our most vulnerable residents are increasing."  "Our priorities must remain focused on 
affordability, the rising cost of housing, homelessness, public safety, food security, the safe and accountable 
rebuilding of communities affected by last January's wildfires, and supporting our county workforce," she said.  
Solis has served in positions including California Assemblymember, State Senator, Congresswoman and Sec-
retary of Labor under President Obama, when she was the first Latina to serve in a U.S. presidential cabinet.

Casa Colina 
Hospital earns 

five-star ratings 
from Healthgrades

Pomona’s Casa Colina Hospi-
tal and Centers for Healthcare an-
nounced this month it has earned 
multiple five-star ratings from 
Healthgrades, the leading site 
consumers use to find a hospital 
or doctor.

Casa Colina was rated five stars 
in the “top tier” nationally for 
two critical procedures and con-
ditions, including neck and back 
surgery and treatment of pneumo-
nia.

“Achieving these consistent 
five-star rankings validates our 
commitment to investing in the 
highest standards of specialty care 
and maintaining a culture of in-
novation,” said Casa Colina CEO 
Kelly Linden.  “This includes ev-
erything from our expert clinical 
leadership and staff to the latest 
technology, quality improvement 
initiatives, and the cutting-edge 
work happening at the Casa Co-
lina Research Institute.”

The Healthgrades evaluations 
are based on a review of some 
4,500 hospitals nationwide.
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Offers may apply to select vehicles only.  Terms available on approved credit. Expires 1/5/26. 
See Metro Honda for Complete Details. Subject to vehicle availability.

Las ofertas podrian aplicar en vehiculos elegibles solamente. Los términos de acuerdo 
a crédito aprobado. Efectivo hasta 1/5/26. Visite Metro Honda para detalles completos. 

Sujeto a disponibilidad de vehículos.
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Special Athens Services "pull out" section --

The 2025 Pomona Christmas Parade

ing in car club cars, riding bicycles 
down the parade route beginning on 
Second Street, and even walking – 
barefoot on cold pavement, in some 
cases of authentic regalia for Native 
American dancers.

There were youth groups, service 
organizations, dignitaries both local 
and regional, floats, drill teams and 
more, for a total of 116 entries in a 
nearly two-hour-long parade.  Even 
riders on dancing horseback were 
back for the first time in several 
years.

Bands this year included the reg-
ulars – Garey High School, Pomona 
High School, Diamond Ranch High 
School and Ganesha High School.  
And the Mt. San Antonio College 
marching band turned out for the 
first year.

But it was the outside bands – 
coming from such a long way away 
and sounding so good – that was 
impressive simply having them ap-
pear in the Pomona parade.  They 
were the Dana Middle School 
Marching Mariners from Arcadia, 
Garden Grove High School, Artesia 
High School, Hillcrest High School 
marching band from Riverside, 
John Muir High School Mighty 

Ushering in the season... from pg. 1
Mustang marching band from 
Pasadena, and Giano Intermedi-
ate School Gladiator Band and 
Color Guard from West Covina.

It was the 17th annual parade 
in Downtown Pomona – back 
where it all started – after it re-
turned from a 40-year run along 
Holt Avenue.  And La Nueva Voz 
has covered every one of them – 
even in 2009 in the rain when it 
was still a daytime parade.

The only real variation from 
the Second Street parade was in 
2020 when, due to COVID re-
strictions at the time, it was the 
first-ever “drive through” parade 
with spectators driving through 
to view the floats and exhibits 
which remained in place.

Grand marshal this year was 
“Angel Baby” Rodriguez, ra-
dio personality and host of the 
“oldies” Art Laboe Show, who 
just wrapped up his 21st an-
nual “Turkey Jam” food drive 
for Thanksgiving and hosted the 
“Hope Fest” in Pomona with 
Project Hope.

And the parade’s 2025 “Com-
munity Hero” was Augusto 

Athens Services team members, dressed for the holi-
days,, drive their fully decorated service truck -- wreaths, 

lights and all -- down Sec-
ond Street in the Pomona 
Christmas Parade.  The Lo-
cal family-owned waste col-
lection and recycling com-
pany serving all of Pomona 
provides services to more 
than 250,000 customers in 
more than 50 communities.  
Thanks, Athens, for once 
again sponsoring this annu-
al La Nueva Voz pull-out spe-
cial section on the parade.  
Athens was also a sponsor 
of the parade again this year 
with a financial contribution, 
in-kind equipment sponsor-
ship the day of the parade, 
and street sweeping at the 
end of the parade.  Miss 
the parade?  You can still 
go back and see it just as 
it was live-streamed on Re-
nee Barbee’s La Nueva Voz 
Facebook page (scroll down 
to the video and fast forward 
to 6:20 p.m. from Dec. 13).

Pomona City Manager Anita 
Scott waves to the La Nueva 
Voz camera as she rides down 
Second Street in the back of a 
classic convertible in the Po-
mona Christmas Parade.

Athens Services team members in their “lead vehicle” deco-
rated with Christmas lights led the way for the Athens entry 
just behind them in the Downtown Pomona Christmas Pa-
rade.

Ushering in the season... pg. 13

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval 
and his wife, Crissy, wave to 
the crowd in the Downtown 
Pomona Christmas Parade.

Downtown Pomona Christ-
mas Parade Grand Marshal 
“Angel Baby” Rodriguez, ra-
dio personality and host of the “oldies” Art Laboe Show, greets the Pomona crowd as he 
rides down Second Street on his float.  Rodriguez just completed his 21st annual “Turkey 
Jam” food drive for Thanksgiving and hosted the “Hope Fest” in Pomona with Project Hope.
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Members of the Aztec dancers group at the Youth and Fam-
ily Club of Pomona Valley march (or dance) their way down 
Second Street in the parade, complete with their drum on 
wheels, as Club Executive Director Victor Caceres rides 
along the parade route in his classic yellow Volkswagen 
decorated with Christmas lights.

Bob Radcliff, founder of Pomona’s American 
Legion Post 30’s American Legion Riders, 
is pictured with his, well, very loud group of 
motorcycles leading the Downtown Pomona 
Christmas Parade.

Pomona Police Chief Mike Ellis is pictured 
riding “shotgun” with Pomona Police Offi-
cer Mike Sutton, driver, in the Pomona Po-
lice Department’s “oldies” police cruiser.

Pomona City Councilmember 
Elizabeth Ontiveros-Cole, at 
left, and Dr. Huu Dinh Vo, Pres-
ident of the Vietnamese Com-
munity of Pomona Valley.

Pomona City Councilmember 
Victor Preciado

Pomona City Council-
member Nora Garcia

Pomona City Councilmember 
Debra Martin

Pomona City Councilmem-
ber Lorraine Canales

Augusto “Goose” Dolce, 
executive director of Po-
mona’s God’s Pantry, pic-
tured riding shotgun in a 
convertible, was named 
“Community Hero” in this 
month’s Downtown Po-
mona Christmas Parade.  
The non-profit works in 
the community to combat 
food insecurity and works 
with both gang rehabilita-
tion and community vio-
lence intervention.  Con-
gratulations, Goose!

The 2025 Pomona Christmas Parade
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Joe Perez, business development manager for the Credit Union of Southern 
California, drives the company entry down Second Street in the Parade with 
Karen Valdez, branch manager of the Pomona office, riding in back and So-
phia Rosales, assistant vice president - regional branch manager, up front at 
left.  And we’re guessing the car loan on that shiny Tundra was through the 
Credit Union.

Wow!  Members of the Diamond Ranch 
“Panther Brigade” marching band 
looked -- and sounded -- amazing as al-
ways as they made their way down Sec-
ond Street in Downtown Pomona.

Pomona Unified School 
District Supt. Darren 
Knowles and his loyal, 
friendly and very patient 
dog Kona walked the 
parade route again this 
year handing out good-
ies to the crowd.

Pomona Public Library’s Board of Li-
brary Trustees members Tom Rodriguez 
(at rear) and Mike Suarez wave to the La 
Nueva Voz camera during a photo op in 
the Downtown Pomona Christmas Pa-
rade.

Pomona’s Galan Cultural Center went with a 
traditional holiday theme for its float this year.  
Galan offers dance classes, Zumba, strong, hip 
hop, folklorico and salsa, all in their studio at 
2243 N. Garey Ave., Pomona.

“Goose” Dolce, executive direc-
tor of Pomona’s God’s Pantry, a 
local non-profit that is “deeply 
rooted at the intersection of food 
insecurity and gang rehabilitation 
and community violence inter-

vention.”
The group feeds more than 

120,000 families in Los Angeles 
County each year by employing 
200 formerly incarcerated and 
gang affiliated individuals.

Dolce, who holds a master’s 
degree in public administration 
from National University, has ex-
panded the reach of God’s Pantry, 
securing significant grants and 
partnerships.

Ushering in the season... from pg. 11
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Happy Holidays from the Athens Services Family!
Did you know that waste increases by up to 25 percent during the holiday season? From gift wrap and 

shipping boxes to festive meals and gatherings, this time of year creates more material than usual – mak-
ing responsible waste sorting more important than ever.

Properly separating your trash, recycling, and organics during the holidays has a major environmental 
impact. When recyclable items – such as clean cardboard, bottles, and cans – are mixed with food waste 
or soiled paper, the entire batch can become contaminated and ultimately sent to the landfill. Similarly, 
organic waste like food scraps, yard trimmings, and food-soiled paper belongs in the organics bin, where 
it can be transformed into compost or renewable energy rather than contributing to methane emissions 
in a landfill.

This practice is especially important in California, where the state is no longer creating new landfills. 
Existing landfills are reaching capacity, and state laws such as SB 1383 require communities to reduce 
organic waste disposal and increase recycling efforts. By sorting correctly, we collectively help conserve 
landfill space, lower greenhouse gas emissions, and support the circular economy – turning today’s 
waste into tomorrow’s resources.

Here are a few quick holiday waste-sorting tips:
• Recycle cardboard boxes, glass bottles, metal cans, and non-metallic wrapping paper.
• Compost/Organics: leftover food, spoiled produce, food-soiled napkins, and yard waste from holi-

day décor.
• Trash: metallic or glitter wrapping paper, ribbons, bows, and broken ornaments.
• Donate or reuse gently used items, gift bags, and packing materials whenever possible.
Thank you for your ongoing partnership and commitment to keeping our community clean, sustain-

able, and resilient. Together, we can celebrate joyfully while caring for the environment we all share.
                                                                                
									         Happy Holidays!

Benny Ayala of Pomona’s Fairplex poses alongside his float 
for a photo, taking a break from handing out beads to the 
crowd.  And, as the sign on the float says, this year’s LA 
County Fair dates are May 7 - 31.

Leo Arrendondo, owner of Uppercuts 909 bar-
ber shop in North Pomona, poses next to his 
float featuring everything from lights, elves 
and a Grinch to a snow-making machine -- all 
pulled behind his black Escalade.  The shop 
is located at 681 E. Foothill Blvd., Pomona, if 
you want to stop by and say hello.

You know, when that Ganesha High School marching band passes you by, you just know 
that they’re there.  Another great job this year to all!

Pomona’s Latino / Latina Roundtable Executive Director Lina Mira, 
center, holds up the middle of the banner with friends as they 
march down the center of Second Street in the parade.  The orga-
nization’s parade entry included several vehicles, one driven by 
member James Sambrano, and members walking the entire parade 
route.

Pomona’s Latino / Latina Roundtable Past President Jose Calde-
ron walked the Downtown Pomona Christmas Parade route with 
two friends in costume -- his grandson Antonio was the “minion” 
in yellow and his son, Joaquin Calderon, was the Grinch.  Jose 
and his wife Rose helped pass out candy to parade-goers and their 
other son, Jose Luiz, was dressed as a penguin, also passing out 
candy, so the whole family was involved in the Roundtable “con-
tingent” in the parade.

Horses were back in the parade this year af-
ter several years without them!  Guerrero Per-
alta, his dancing horse Valente and several of 
his friends, also on horseback, were looking 
good prancing down Second Street.

2025 Pomona Christmas Parade... pg. 15
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Students from The School of Arts and Enter-
prise in Pomona performed in a parade "pre-
show" hosted by the school on a stage set up 
in front of their Second Street campus at Sec-
ond and Main Streets.

Pomona’s Garey High School marching band was in top professional form 
as always in this year’s Downtown Pomona Christmas Parade.  The band 
“version,” the jazz band and the orchestra “version” all are always one of 
Pomona’s favorite attractions.  Congratulations again to band director An-
thony Bonner.

Girl Scouts of Pomona marched in this year’s parade with several groups of 
scouts marching behind their banner.  A lot of people watching the parade 
this month could have used a pair of those green and white striped Girl 
Scout knee socks, too, just to help stay warm.

Pomona’s favorite State 
Sen. Susan Rubio, wear-
ing holiday lights and look-
ing very festive, received a 
welcoming reception from 
the crowd as she rode in a 
convertible down Second 
Street in the Downtown Po-
mona Christmas Parade.

2025 Pomona Christmas Parade... from pg. 14

2025 Pomona Christmas Parade... pg. 18
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POMONA OPTIMISTS DONATE 
CLOTHING TO KIDS -- Members of 
the Pomona Optimist Club -- in their 
annual early-morning give-away to 
kids at Pomona's Walmart -- gave 
25 Pomona children their choice of 
clothes and shoes this month as their 
way of celebrating the holidays.  Pic-
tured, from left, are Optimists Dr. Ro-
berta Perlman, Evelia Cervantes, Fer-
nando Meza, Renee Barbee (at rear), 
Ruby Jung, Santa (John Schmidt), 
Optimist President Sonia Molina, 
Devyn Stein, Rudy Herrera, M. Joyce 
Bakersmith, and Hugo Molina.

Santa has a little chat with a "cus-
tomer" at the Pomona Optimist 
Club holiday give-away this month 
at Walmart.  Santa brought dolls for 
all the children, and members of the 
Optimist Club brought teddy bears.

SANTA ON THE PLAZA -- Just to make it official, Santa was back 
and hard at work posing for pictures and making a list, checking 
it twice, well, you know.  That's one of Pomona's favorite Santas, 
of course -- John Schmidt back for another year.

Pictured are members of the 
Pomona Unified School District 
All District Choir -- about 100 
voices altogether -- performing 
traditional holiday songs on the 
steps of Pomona City Hall.

LIGHTING THE PLAZA -- Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval is all 
set to throw that huge switch to turn on the holiday lights on City 
Hall and throughout the Civic Center Plaza during a break in the 
City Council meeting this month.  Pictured behind Sandoval are, 
from left, City Councilmembers Lorraine Canales, Steve Lustro, 
Elizabeth Ontiveros-Cole, Nora Garcia, Victor Preciado and Deb-
ra Martin.  The program included musical performances, artificial 
snow falling onto the crowd and, of course, hundreds of lights.

Get your art projects, creative 
endeavors and jams and jellies 
ready!  The LA County Fair 
wants your entry.

Adult and youth home arts 
competitions are now open for 
entries, and first place winners 
will receive a blue ribbon at the 
2026 Fair.

More than $20,000 in cash 
prizes will be awarded.

Competitions include paint-
ing, crafts, photography, pickle 
preserving, amateur interior de-
signing and more.

Enter online by Feb. 12 for 
home arts and preserved foods.  
Entries for baked foods and con-
fections, culinary Fair time con-
tests and tablescaping will open 
in mid-January.

There’s also costume com-
petition for those who sew, and 
a LEGO competition for both 
youth and adults.  And there are 
competitions for Boy Scout and 
Girl Scout troops.

New for 2026 is the honey 
competition, with categories in-
cluding light, dark and amber.  
Mantle-scaping and tree-scaping 
are back for a second year, as is 
the “ribbon challenge.”

The LA County Fair awards 
hundreds of ribbons to winning 
exhibitors every year.

Details and online entry forms 
are available at www.lacounty-
fair.com/competitions.

The 2026 Fair runs May 7 
to 31 on the theme “Play Your 
Way.”

2026 LA County Fair home arts and 
preserved food competitions open for entries
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Pomona Police Officers Dejon 
Miller and Yasmin Rodriguez were 
the top cops honored this month at 
the 11th annual Pomona Chamber 
of Commerce “Holiday for Heroes” 
program.

Officer Miller joined the Pomona 
Police Department’s “Sexual Ex-
ploitation and Trafficking Team” 
on July 15 and immediately dem-
onstrated exceptional investigative 
skills, according to Pomona Cham-
ber officials.

Shortly after his assignment, he 
assisted a woman who reported be-
ing assaulted and threatened by a hu-
man trafficking suspect.  Miller led 
the investigation that resulted in an 
arrest on a variety of charges.

The suspect last month was con-
victed on all counts and was expect-
ed to receive no less than an 18-year 
sentence.

Officer Rodriguez, the depart-
ment’s first female apprehension 
K9 handler, has helped build one of 
the department’s most effective K9 
teams in years.  

In addition, she has demonstrated 
remarkable bravery in the face of 
danger and has been directly a part 
of three officer-involved shootings 
while maintaining composure, tac-
tical awareness, and an unwavering 
commitment to protecting both her 
fellow officers and the community.

She also has executed two high-
risk K9 apprehensions with preci-
sion and control.

Los Angeles County Fire Depart-
ment honorees were Capt. Steven 
Chavez and Capt. Brooke Gage.

Chavez, who began his firefight-
ing career in 2003 with the Los An-
geles County Fire Camps as a fire 

Pomona Chamber honors police, fire and military ‘heroes’ at annual program

Pomona Police Officer Yasmin Rodriguez is recognized at this month’s Pomona Chamber of Com-
merce “Holiday for Heroes” event.  From left are Chamber President and CEO Monique Robles, Cham-
ber Board Chair Daniel Thomas, Pomona City Councilmembers Debra Martin, Elizabeth Ontiveros-
Cole and Lorraine Canales, Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval, Rodriguez, her daughter, Brielle, 3, and 
her husband, Ryan Sieger, Kamille Hemsworth, representing Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez, 
Pomona City Councilmember Victor Preciado, Kimberly Masse, representing Los Angeles County As-
sessor Jeff Prang, and Anthony Moreno, representing State Sen. Susan Rubio.

Los Angeles County Fire Department Battalion Chief Craig Morgan 
introduces this month’s fire department honorees at the Pomona 
Chamber’s “Holiday for Heroes” event.  From left are Capt. Steven 
Chavez, Morgan, and Capt. Brooke Gage.

Pomona Chamber Executive Board 
member Renee Barbee of La Nueva 
Voz poses for an On Time Photo Booth 
Rentals photo with Santa (OK, it is re-
ally John Forbing of State Farm again 
this year) at the Pomona Chamber’s 
“Holiday for Heroes” event.

Jorge Moreno accepts this year’s military veteran award on behalf 
of his wife, U.S. Army veteran Arely Moreno, who was unable to at-
tend this month’s “Holiday for Heroes” ceremonies.  From left are 
Pomona City Councilmembers Elizabeth Ontiveros-Cole and Debra 
Martin, Pomona Chamber Board Chair Daniel Thomas, Moreno, Po-
mona City Councilmember Lorraine Canales, and Kamille Hems-
worth, representing Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez.

Pomona Police Lt. Alyssa Bostrom introduces Pomona Chamber 
of Commerce “Holiday for Heroes” honoree Pomona Police Of-
ficer Dejon Miller.

suppression aide, was officially 
hired as a firefighter with the 
county in 2005.

He has been assigned to San 
Dimas, Hacienda Heights, Bas-
sett, Lancaster and El Monte be-
fore finding his long-term station 
home in Pomona in 2010.

He served as a paramedic, and 
then joined the recruit training 
staff at the East County Train-
ing Center in Pomona, where he 
helped shape the next generation 
of firefighters.

Chavez was promoted to engi-
neer and worked as an inspector, 
later earning the rank of captain.

Gage, with more than 15 years 
of service to the Los Angeles 
County Fire Department, has 
served the City of Pomona for 
nearly four years, gaining exper-
tise in emergency response, pub-
lic safety and team coordination.

He also serves as an advisor 
for the Fire Department Explorer 
Program, sponsored by the Boy 

Scouts of America.
His responsibilities include 

helping youth develop character, 
morals, and a sense of responsibil-
ity while familiarizing them with 
the paramilitary structure of the 
fire service.

This year’s military veteran hon-
oree was Arely Moreno, a U.S. 
Army veteran, educator and com-
munity leader with more than 25 
years of experience serving the 
Inland Empire and Los Angeles 
County.

She holds an MBA from the Uni-
versity of La Verne and has led ma-
jor student success and workforce 
development initiatives throughout 
her career.

She currently serves as the Re-
gional Director of Career Services 
for North-West College, sup-
porting students who are aspir-
ing health care professionals and 
veterans across 12 campuses with 

employment readiness and 
career placement

The Holiday for Heroes 
program is designed to 
honor the courageous indi-
viduals who serve the com-
munity with unwavering 
dedication – firefighters, 
police officers and veter-
ans.

Chamber officials ex-
plained they are proud to 
recognize “these extraordi-
nary men and women who 
exemplify true heroism,” 
adding that “their service 
reflects the highest stan-
dards of courage and self-
lessness.”

The Pomona Chamber in 
2015 shifted what original-
ly was its annual holiday 
party to a special recogni-
tion program for the com-
munity’s first responders.
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Members of Pomona’s Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
of Pomona Valley marched in the Downtown Pomona 
Christmas Parade, many wearing head gear made of 
balloons or, in some cases, costumes made completely 
of balloons.  Pictured, carrying out the theme, is a bal-
loon float with a green balloon “Grinch” on board.

Kennedy Austin Foundation founder Ethel Gardner 
and friends marched in the parade again this year.  
The non-profit is a family crisis intervention center 
serving the communities of Pomona, Claremont and 
La Verne.

Pomona Host Lions Club members were 
well represented with Past President 
WendyAnn Stuard and her husband, 
“Lion Tamer” Bob Stuard, in the front 
seat and Community Service Director 
Anne Henderson waving to the camera 
from the back seat.

Members of the Pomona Optimist Club did another great job 
of decorating their float, the back of a truck borrowed from 
and driven by member Rudy Herrera of Pomona’s Casa Her-
rera.  Pictured, from left, are Optimist President Sonia Molina, 
Optimist Board Secretary M. Joyce Bakersmith, and member 
Hugo Molina.

Members of Pomona’s LGBTQ community rep-
resenting the non-profit Pomona Valley Pride 
center, located at 235 W. Mission Blvd., ride 
their float down Second Street in Downtown 
Pomona in the parade. 

Jade Thiel-Maiz, daughter of Eva Thiel-
Maiz of the office of Los Angeles County 
Supervisors Board Chair Hilda Solis, 
marches in the Mt. San Antonio College 
“Mountie” marching band in the Down-
town Pomona Christmas Parade playing 
the only red flute in the band.  It was re-
portedly the first time Mt. SAC marched 
in the Pomona parade.

Pictured is that remarkable Pomona High School marching band making its way along Second Street in the 
Downtown Pomona Christmas Parade, always looking and sounding great.  Congratulations to the kids and to 
Miguel Alvarez-Diaz, band director.

2025 Pomona Christmas Parade... from pg. 15

2025 Pomona Christmas Parade... pg. 19
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La Nueva Voz...
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, 

Linked In and Yelp

POMONA VALLEY MEMORIAL PARK
Cemetery • Mausoleums • Crematory

tel: 909.622.2029 • fax: 909.622.4726
Pomona Valley Memorial Park is a 56-acre nonprofit cemetery operating since 1876. The cemetery, 
which serves all faiths, offers a beautiful, serene, and affordable cemetery choice.

Planes económicos de pagos por adelantado.
Llame ahora para fijar una cita de consulta gratis.
Servicios para presencia la cremación disponible.

502 E. Franklin Avenue, Pomona, CA 91766
pomonacemetery@verizon.net • www.pomonacemetery.com

Pomona Valley Memorial Park es un cementerio de 56 acres sin fines de lucro establecido en 1876... un 
cementerio que ofrece belleza y tranquilidad a precios reazonables.

Affordable pre-payment plans for your peace of mind. 
Call and make an appointment today for a free consultation. 

Witness cremation service available.

波莫纳谷纪念公园是一座占地 56 英亩的非营利性墓地，自 1876 年开始运营。该墓地为所有信仰
的人提供服务，提供美丽、宁静且价格合理的墓地选择。

价格实惠的预付费计划，让您安心无忧。
立即致电预约，享受免费咨询。

提供见证火葬服务。

Cemetery Grounds: 8 am to 5 pm daily
Mausoleum: 9 am to 4 pm daily

Office: 8 am to 4:30 pm, Monday- Friday

Pomona Valley Memorial Park is a nonprofit corporation.

The December holiday season 
is typically one of cheer, filled 
with messages about goodwill, 
peace, and families and communi-
ties gathered in celebration.

This year our holidays were 
launched by hateful words from 
the highest offices in our land.  
President Trump labeled groups 
of immigrants “garbage.”  Secre-
tary of Homeland Security Noem 
defined immigrants as “…killers, 
leeches and entitlement junkies.”

This rhetoric irrationally de-
monizes members of our commu-
nities and our places of worship, 
and it serves to build hate at a time 
when unity is key to the vitality of 
our neighborhoods and our nation. 

In Christian homes and places 
of worship, this month launches a 
celebration of a Holy Child who 
with his family is forced to flee as 
a refugee to save his life.  Amidst 
this time, angels are said to have 
sung of peace and goodwill to all.

In Jewish homes and places of 
worship, this month launches a 

celebration which recalls freedom 
from the oppression of a demon-
izing ruler.  Amidst this time, can-
dles are lit as a message that light 
will prevail amidst the darkness of 
hate.

Our spiritual traditions, in this 
season and in all seasons of the 
year, inspire us to welcome the 
stranger, to ensure justice for the 
immigrant, and to treat the for-
eigner as a beloved neighbor.  

Our differing faith traditions re-
quire us to put these beliefs into 
action.   As such we decry the 
statements from the White House 
and we commit to our core beliefs 
of justice for the foreigner, of be-
ing beacons of light in this dark 
time and working for the good 
will of all people. 

Editor’s Note:  This opinion 
piece submitted to La Nueva Voz 
was written by three “co-conve-
ners” of the organization Pomona 
Valley Spiritual Leaders for Jus-
tice, a collaborative of 22 spiri-
tual communities.

OPINION

The spirit of the season
By Rev. Dr. Jacob Buchholz (Claremont)

Rev. Tino Cordova (Diamond Bar)
Rev. Julie Wheeler (Pomona)

Tony Cerda, who La Nueva Voz 
will always refer to as chief of 
Pomona's own Costanoan Rum-
sen Ohlone Tribe, the indige-
nous people of the Central Cali-
fornia Coastal area who have 
existed in our region for thou-
sands of years, led the group's 
entry in this year's Downtown 
Pomona Christmas Parade.  
Their "Big Time Gathering and 
Pow Wow" will be held again in 
only four months the last week-
end of April in Pomona's Tony 
Cerda Park.

The School of Arts and Enterprise walked the parade route with dancers, 
costumes and more in the parade down Second Street in Pomona.

Cars, motorcycles, “transformer” trucks, bicycles and more were again 
part of the Downtown Pomona Christmas Parade, including this classic 
station wagon that seemed to prefer driving down Second Street on only 
three wheels.

Bringing up the rear of the Downtown Pomo-
na Christmas Parade (except for the tradition-
al marching volunteers who worked so hard 
to help produce the parade) -- and high atop a 
Los Angeles County Fire Department fire en-
gine -- was Santa, waving to all the girls and 
boys and wishing everybody a Merry Christ-
mas.  (This year’s Santa had an amazing strik-
ing resemblance to Pomona’s own John Clif-
ford -- maybe they just have the same kind of 
beard.)

2025 Pomona Christmas Parade... from pg. 18
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In this season of ever darkening 
days, I think of angels as the bring-
ing of messages of light to help 
people who are struggling. Our 
minds need light to stay healthy. 
There is the need for outer light 
and the need for inner light. I feel 
I am very blessed to live and work 
in Pomona, which is truly a city 
of angels, many angels who care 
about the wellbeing of all our resi-
dents.

Almost all religious traditions 
have angels in their teachings, 
some have skin, others don’t. The 
Jewish festival of Hanukkah be-
gan this year on Dec. 14 and ran 
through Dec. 22. Each night a 
candle is lit to commemorate the 
miracle one night’s worth of oil 
burning for eight days during the 
Maccabee Rebellion. In the Jewish 
tradition, the Hebrew word for an-
gel is mal’ach, which means “mes-
senger.” Angelic messengers of 
God appear in stories of the Torah 
and in later books of the Hebrew 
Bible where they are associated 
with visions and prophesies. In 
these stories angels bring light into 
the lives they touch.

The Christian New Testament 
also references angels, especially 
in the story of the birth of Jesus. 
The angel Gabriel delivered the 

message to the Virgin Mary that 
she would give birth to the “son of 
the Most High.”  Then Mary’s be-
trothed Joseph was sent an angel in 
a dream to ask him to marry Mary, 
even though she was pregnant with 
a child of the Holy Spirit. And then 
an angel and a host of angels ap-
peared to shepherds watching their 
flocks by night telling them to go 
see the newborn Messiah in Beth-
lehem. These stories of angelic 
messages remind us of the light 
of reason and understanding that 
lay within each of us.  The birth of 
Jesus represents good news of the 
birth of Christ or God conscious-
ness within each of us, which we 
must seek, find and express in this 
world today. 

Most every religious tradition 
has an understanding of the divine 
presence within us: In Judaism it is 
the spark of divinity or inner light 
or I AM; in Christianity it is Christ 
within or divine consciousness; in 
Islam it is the beloved; in Hindu, it 
is the Atman; and in Buddhism it is 
our Buddha nature. 

One cannot be a Muslim without 
believing in angels, it is one of the 
six essential articles of the Islamic 
faith. Angels are seen as important 
messengers who deliver revela-
tions to prophets, protect people, 

record deeds, maintain order in 
the universe and strengthen faith. 
It was the angel Gabriel, or Jibril, 
who revealed the Holy Qur’an to 
Muhammad. 

In the Hindu tradition, the an-
gelic realm is more complex, al-
though one could say that the ba-
sic angelic functions are similar to 
those in other traditions: to con-
nect heaven and earth, to uphold 
universal moral law by guiding 
individuals towards righteousness 
and enlightenment, and to balance 
cosmic order, even by bringing in 
a bit of chaos. 

Throughout the diverse tradi-
tions of Buddhism, there are many 
and varied angelic types without 
skin. However, in this tradition an-
gels often take the human form of 
a bodhisattva – one who practices 

the six perfections of giving, moral 
discipline, patience, effort, con-
centration and wisdom in order to 
fulfill their bodhisattva aim of at-
taining enlightenment for the sake 
of all beings. In Mahayana Bud-
dhism, everyone is encouraged to 
become bodhisattvas and to work 
for the enlightenment of all beings.

At Unity Church of Pomona 
we understand these angelic sto-
ries, metaphysically, seeing them 
play out within us as well as in 
the world. In this time of deepen-
ing darkness, our need for light 
is greater than ever. Seeking 
and finding our own inner light 
through prayer, meditation, re-
flection in nature, spiritual study, 
journaling, etc. is crucial. Then, 
learning to listen to and follow our 
own spiritual guidance to become 

an angel for others less fortunate 
than we are puts us on the path of 
enlightenment. Albert Schweitzer 
said, “There is no higher religion 
than human service.”  I believe 
that in the County of Angels, we 
have a large concentration of an-
gelic beings here in Pomona.  Our 
compassionate service blesses all 
in our community, but mostly it 
blesses the doers.

This holiday season, let us imag-
ine our city filled with people who 
care about every member of the 
community and who are willing 
to step up in life-affirming, angelic 
service to help the many that are 
struggling. Look around! Is there 
something new that the divine is 
calling you to do now? Remember, 
Angels can fly because they take 
themselves lightly!

“Angels as light messengers from the divine. Are you an angel?”
By Rev. Jan Chase, Unity of Pomona
Convener, Compassionate Pomona

Pomona’s Dr. Huu Dinh Vo, 
President of the Vietnamese 
Community of Pomona Valley 
and Chair of the United Council 
of Vietnamese Homeland and 
Overseas, Federation of Viet-
namese American Community 
of USA, this month was part of a 
delegation to New York present-
ing updates on issues of human 
rights, religious rights and other 
restrictions.

The group met with various 
offices at the United Nations 
headquarters in New York on the 
77th anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights on 
Dec. 10.  That declaration, adopt-
ed in 1948, established universal 
standards for human rights and is 
recognized as the foundation of 
international human rights law.

Members of the delegation met 
with representatives in the Office 
of the Commissioner of Human 
Rights, as well as officials in the 
U.N. offices of Denmark, Fin-

Pomona’s Dr. Vo leads delegation to United 
Nations in New York to press for human rights

land, Czech, Ireland and Canada.
In addition to Vo, members of 

the delegation included Dr. Hung 
Q. Tran, coordinator of the Alli-
ance for Vietnam’s Democracy; 
Thich (Reverend) Huyen Viet, 
deputy patriarch, Unified Bud-
dhist Church of Vietnam; attor-
ney Linh Nguyen, chair of the 
Office of International Relations, 
Unified Buddhist Church of Viet-
nam; and Truc Nuong Brown, 
representative of Hoa Hao Bud-
dhist Church of USA.

They outlined in the half day 
of meetings their concerns re-
garding a variety of restrictions 
of basic freedom on behalf of 
the Interfaith Council of Vietnam 
and the Protestant churches of 
Vietnam.

Their recommendations in-
cluded pressuring Vietnamese 
communists to release all prison-
ers of conscience, monitor human 
rights conditions in Vietnam be-

Pressing for human rights... pg. 22
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Contact 
us today!

UNDER THE CHRISTMAS TREE AT THE MISSION INN -- Renee 
Barbee and Jeff Schenkel pose for a photo in the lobby of the Mission 
Inn Hotel in Riverside this month after driving out to see the lights and 
crowds.  And they just wanted to take a moment to say thanks to all 
of the readers, advertisers, contributors and supporters of La Nueva 
Voz, along with their designer Dora Cruz and their web site consultant 
Vincent F.D. Santomero, for being there throughout the past year, 
their 16th year of publishing "Pomona's only community newspaper."  
Happy holidays to all!

know to request a bail hearing, but 
then it’s up to the judge to grant 
bail, and even if bail is granted, 
not all detainees can afford to post 
bail.  It can be anywhere from a 
few thousand to tens of thousands 

of dollars.  In Roberto’s case it was 
$15,000.  And recently, U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security officials 
announced that they will no longer 
grant bail to anyone.

Roberto told La Nueva Voz that 

another husband whose family 
lives in his apartment building 
also was detained by ICE and was 
out on bail.  That family decided 
to pack up and return to Mexico.

But Roberto said he’s here for 

the long haul. He and his family 
believe they have become part of 
the community, and he’s prepared 
to continue to go through the legal 
steps so he and his family can re-
main together in this country.

Detainee tells his story... from pg. 8

909-629-2292
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Llameme para un presupuesto ahora

Photo courtesy of Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center
CHECK PRESENTATION TO POMONA VALLEY HOSPITAL CANCER CENTER -- Representatives of the Pomona Police Department donated 
a check for $10,000 last month to Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center as part of the "Pink Patch Project" supporting breast cancer services 
at the hospital's Robert & Beverly Lewis Family Cancer Care Center.  It was the third year in a row the police department selected the Hospital 
Foundation's "Breast Health Fund" as the recipient of proceeds from its annual fundraiser.  The donation will help the hospital provide free support 
services to cancer patients in the community.The Pink Patch Project is a collaboration of more than 500 public safety agencies nationwide.  Breast 
cancer affects more than one in eight women, according to the American Cancer Society.  Pictured, from left, representing the police department 
are Management Analyst Natalie Diaz, Community Service Officer Nohemi Gonzalez, Officer Tiffani Shaik, Officer Jose Garcia (at rear), Civilian 
Commander Kendra Farmer, Dispatch Manager Carmen Greenwood (at rear), Corporal Jason Conley, Chief Michael Ellis, Corporal Megan Gon-
zalez, Officer Vanessa Munoz, Capt. Ryan Rodriguez, Capt. Todd Samuels, and Administrative Coordinator Beatriz Elias.  From Pomona Valley 
Hospital are Vice President of Administration Leigh Cornell;  Dr. Swarna Chanduri, hematologist and oncologist; Dr. Sri Gorty, radiation oncologist; 
and cancer patients and survivors.

OFFICIAL COMMENDATION 
-- Pomona's Farrell Chiles was 
honored this month with an offi-
cial commendation signed by all 
five members of the Los Ange-
les County Board of Supervisors 
recognizing him on his retirement 
after serving for 10 years as a 
commissioner on the county's 
Consumer Affairs Advisory Com-
mission.  He was appointed to 
the position by County Supervisor 
Hilda Solis.  Chiles, an author and 
cultural historian, retired from both 
federal civil service and the mili-
tary and was the first recipient of 
the Chief Warrant Officer Michael 
J. Novosel Warrant Officer of the 
Year Award.  And in 2007, he re-
ceived the Greater Los Angeles 
Federal Executive Board's Dis-
tinguished Public Service Award.  
He has served as board chair-
man of the National Organization 
of Blacks in Government and as 
vice president for resource devel-
opment of the Tuskegee Airmen 
Scholarship Foundation.

POMONA POLICE HOLD ANNUAL 'STUFF A CRUISER' TOY 
DRIVE -- Members of the Pomona Police Department held their 
annual "stuff a cruiser" toy drive this month outside Pomona's 
Target to collect, well, a lot of toys all to become part of what 
they gave away later this month at the annual Operation Santa 
Cop toy give-away at Pomona City Hall.  Pictured, from left, are 
Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz, Santa, Pomona Police Corporal 
Jeff Hayward, head of the Police Department's community pro-
grams unit, and Pomona Police Sgt. Ernie Rios.

fore providing aid, regularly vis-
iting Vietnam to monitor human 
rights and religious freedom, and 
protecting refugees in Thailand 
by pressuring the Thai govern-

ment and extraditing Vietnamese 
refugees back to Vietnam.

Vo said all offices were “very 
supportive and will present the 
report to their governments.”

Pressing for human rights... from pg. 20
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More than 200 Pomona Uni-
fied School District students par-
ticipated in an inaugural three-day 
“e-sports and STEAM festival” 
last month at The Youth and Fam-
ily Club of Pomona Valley, a 
hands-on friendly competition for 
students in grades K – 8 provid-
ing student experiences, parent 
engagement workshops and op-
portunities to build critical 21st 
century skills.

Organizers Roy Gonzalez of 
Viva Gaming and E-sports (com-
puter games) coach Donovan 
McKinney told La Nueva Voz the 
idea was to do something for the 
students by providing a “hub” to 
get them all in one place for a free 
fun festival focusing on STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, 
arts and math) skills.

More than 100 competitors par-
ticipated in the finals working on 
30 computers running E-sports 
programs and 10 Nintendo Switch 
video game consoles running 

Students from Alcott, Madison and Simons win top honors at The Club’s ‘STEAM’ festival

Three contestants do a little competing in the games us-
ing "Smash Brothers" operating on a Nintendo Switch 
video game.

Pictured with contestants participating in last month’s 
three-day E-sports competition at The Club are volun-
teer organizers and supporters Ruby Jung, at left, and 
Lorraine Canales.  The Club Executive Director Victor 
Caceres is pictured at rear.

Photos by Renee Barbee 
Participants in the E-sports competition at The Club are 
pictured at work on their computers.

E-SPORTS WINNERS AT THE CLUB -- Winners of the 
“STEAM” E-sports competition last month at The Youth 
and Family Club of Pomona Valley are, from left, Matthew 
Vasquez, Simons Middle School, third place; Niah Villago-
mez, Madison Elementary School, second place; and Emilio 
Lopez, Alcott Elementary School, first place.  At right is Roy 
Gonzales, of the National College Resources Foundation, 
the group that hosted the event.

“Smash Brothers.”  Awards went 
to the top three during an awards 
ceremony and turkey give-away.

Victor Caceres, executive di-
rector of The Club, said none of 
the video games selected for the 
competition were the “violent” 
type.

“The idea is for them to have 
a chance to compete with and 
amongst their friends,” he added.  
“We invited people from all over 
the (school) district.”

He said about 250 kids partici-
pated in each of the three days of 
competition, including some who 
had never been to The Club be-
fore.

Caceres said E-sports has be-
come a program at The Club, spe-
cifically because of the connec-
tion it has with higher education.

Students become connected 
with others nationwide in the pro-
gram that builds skills “that can 
also translate into careers in col-
lege,” he said.

“It opens up 
some new doors 
for kids,” Cace-
res said.

The first 
place award in 
the competition 
went to Emilio 
Lopez, 9, a 
fourth grader at 
Pomona’s Al-
cott Elementary 
School.  Sec-
ond place went 
to Niah Vil-
lagomez, 10, a 
fourth grader 
at Madison 
E l e m e n t a r y 

School, and third place went to 
Matthew Vasquez, 16, an eighth 
grader at Simons Middle School.

Lisa Christie of The Club said 
the idea was to “provide a safe, 
structured environment for youth 

to strengthen digital literacy, 
communication and collaboration 
during the Thanksgiving school 
break.

The Club serves more than 
3,000 Pomona Unified School 

District students each day through 
in-school enrichment and after-
school programs.

A second tournament series, 
this time a four-day event, was 
scheduled for late this month.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER MICHELLE RODRIGUEZ HOLDS FIRST ANNUAL TURKEY GIVEAWAY -- Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez held her first annual Thanksgiving drive-through turkey giveaway 
last month at the Ontario Elks Lodge to help spread kindness and gratitude during the holiday season, according to a news release.  More than 700 individuals and families received a free frozen turkey and 
a bag of food during the three-hour event.  "As we approach the season of giving, it's important to come together as a community and support one another," Rodriguez said.  "This event is a small way to give 
back and share in the spirit of gratitude that defines this time of year."  Pictured are Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez and former Assemblymember Freddie Rodriguez loading a turkey and groceries into 
the back of a car.  Also pictured in a group photo are the volunteers participating in the event with Michelle and Freddie, at center.  Volunteers were from United Health Group, Kaiser Permanente, California 
Conservation Corps, VIDA Federal Credit Union, Enterprise Mobility, National Core, SoCal Gas, the San Gabriel Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce and AAA.
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