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Pomona city councilmembers
this month voted unanimously to
authorize the city attorney to file
abatement actions — if needed — on
what city officials called “prob-
lematic motels along Holt Ave-
nue” — three motels that have been
the source of more than 760 calls
for service since 2022 involving
everything from prostitution and
narcotics to firearms, gang activ-
ity and homicides.

“The goal is to put an end to this

.. it will require a multi-pronged
approach,” Mayor Tim Sandoval
said, adding that the city hopes to
work with owners first to resolve
the problem.

But he said if the owners of the
motels are not “amenable,”’ then
the city will be able to take ad-
ditional steps which could range
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RECOVERED AT HOLT AVENUE MOTELS Photos from a staff report to members of the Pomona City CounC|I this month depict some of

the weapons and narcotics recovered in incidents resulting in calls for service at three of Pomona's Holt Avenue motels.

from seeking a temporary re-
straining order to civil penalties
up to $25,000 per defendant to
actually shutting down and board-
ing up the businesses for up to one
year, according to a staff report.

Nuisance actions could even
lead to the appointment of a re-
ceiver to take control of the prop-
erty and possibly sell it to a re-
sponsible owner.

“The city is taking an active

Pomona councilmembers direct staff to look at options for fire
services after receiving ‘notice of termination’ from county fire officials

Pomona city councilmembers
this month voted 6-1 to request
staff to begin looking at all op-
tions available to provide fire de-
partment services in the face of a
“notice of termination of agree-
ment” for fire services the city
received from the Los Angeles
County Fire Department.

Staff findings outlining “al-
ternative, financially sustainable
models for fire service delivery”

113

would be considered by the city
council before a year-long dead-
line presented by county fire offi-
cials runs out.

Only City Councilmember
Debra Martin voted no on the mo-
tion which, as it was explained
during the council meeting,
means she favored looking only
at the county option.

As reported in La Nueva Voz
in May, Pomona city officials re-

ceived formal notice from county
fire officials that they plan to ter-
minate fire services in Pomona
“unless significant amendments
are made to the existing contract
to allow for full cost recovery by
the district.”

The city and the fire department
have been continuing talks over
how to resolve the issue.

Pomona is in the second year
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stance to hold the business and
property owners accountable and
eliminate the blight and illegal ac-
tivity to protect our community,”
city officials said in an official
statement.

Action was authorized against
the property and business owners
of the Pala Motel, at 987 E. Holt
Ave., the Deluxe Motel, at 915 W.
Holt Ave., and the Super Inn, lo-
cated at 975 W. Holt Ave.

The city’s staff report said the
three properties have been the
source of numerous calls for law
enforcement services from the Po-
mona Police Department.

“The properties are also known
to be frequented by individuals
engaged in sex trade work and
drug transactions,” the report said.

“Senous crimes of aggravated
assault and murder have also oc-
curred at these properties.”

The report added that effective
enforcement of the long-standing
problems “negatively affecting
the quality of life of residents and
businesses” will lead to improved
conditions such as those experi-
enced after successful legal action
taken against the property and
business owners of the Passport
Inn, at 130 E. Holt Ave.

In that action last year, the
city filed abatement actions with
the Los Angeles County Supe-
rior Court which held the property
owner accountable for the illegal
activity occurring at the motel.

The city’s efforts were success-
ful and, after 330 calls for service
there were received from 2022 to
2024, the property “transitioned
to a new property owner and the
calls for service significantly re-
duced to under 10,” according to
city officials.

According to the staff report,
legal and staff costs associated
with the new enforcement actions
will range between $150,000 and
$250,000 per property and are re-
coverable from the property own-
ers.

“While cost recovery cannot
be guaranteed, it is anticipated,”
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RIBBON CUTTING FOR POMONA'S NEW GYM -- Members of the Pomona Chamber of Commerce held an official ribbon cutting last month for The Camp Transfor-
mation Center, Pomona's newest gymnasium, located at 3284 N. Garey Ave., Pomona. The Camp offers a completely new approach to conditioning including group
workout programs and nutrition coaching using all the latest equipment in a beautiful facility. From left are Chamber President and CEO Monique Robles, Chamber
Ambassador Tracy Evanson-Norwood of Healed Women Heal, Chamber Executive Board member Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz, daughter Ebony Valadez, owners
Juan and Anita Valadez, daughter Destiny Lopez (manager and director), trainer Savannah Castro and assistant director Tony Rodriguez. Not pictured are trainers

Josh Kuizon, Xavier Meza, and Dylan Moore. For information, call (909) 905-2996.

Do you have a news story? We want to hear from you or your organization.
Send your news tips to: reneebarbee7 @gmail.com

Y2l SATURDAY S - 120
MT. SAN ANTONIO COLLEGE

1100 N GRAND AVE, LOT B
WALNUT, CA 91789

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY
WWW.REGIONALCHAMBERSGY.COM

REPAIR = INSTALL « PROTECT

(628) 348-4448

80 Rio Rancho Rd
Pomona CA 91766

Just inside Walmart!

« Smartphones + TV Mounting

* Tablets + Smart Lighting

« Computers  Screen Protectors

* Smart Wear * Protective Cases

« Gaming Consoles - Adapters & Cables
« Smart Cameras * Bluetooth Speakers
« Smart Thermostat  « Travel Accessories
« Smart Locks + And Much More!

REPARACION - INSTALACION - PROTECCION

Member, Pomona Chamber of Commerce

Same day repairs and lifetime warranty.
e pomona@TechyCompany.com

https://techycompany.com/pomona-ca-walmart

Services set for
Ron Vander Molen

A “celebration of life” is sched-
uled next month for Ron Vander
Molen who died last month fol-
lowing a lengthy illness. He was
71.

Services are set for 11 a.m. Sat-
urday, Aug. 2, at Pilgrim Congre-
gational Church in Pomona.

He died only 10 days after con-
ducting his last fundraising auc-
tion at the Pomona Public Library
Foundation’s annual Mayor’s
Gala.

Donations can be made in his
name at www.pomonalibrary-
foundation.org.

Editor’s Note: A full obituary
appeared on page 5 of the June
26 La Nueva Voz and is available
under “Past Issues” at www.lan-
uevavoz.net.

Tickets on sale for
Historical Society

annual barbecue

Tickets are on sale and volun-
teers are needed for next month’s
“Annual Summer BBQ” fund-
raiser of the Historical Society of
Pomona Valley, held each year at
the historic Adobe de Palomares
at Pomona’s Palomares Park.

Doors open at 5 p.m. and din-
ner is at 6 p.m. on Saturday, Aug.
16, for a menu featuring every-
thing from BBQ beef, chicken and
carnitas to corn on the cob, rice,
beans, tortillas and salad.

Tickets are $20 for members
and $30 for non-members, and the
event is open to the public. Tours
of the adobe are included.

Parking is next door at Palo-
mares Park, 491 E. Arrow High-
way, Pomona.

For tickets, visit the web site at
www.pomonabhistorical.org or at
the door on the day of the event
(check, cash or “Zelle” only).

Interested in  volunteering?
Contact pomonahistorical @veri-
zon.net.

La Nueva Voz...

Follow us on
Facebook,
Instagram,

and Yelp!
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Board Chair Nef Cortez says Pomona Chamber will continue to grow, sets goal of record 500 members by 2027
’

Healed Women Heal, a non-
profit organization serving wom-
en, families and individuals with
developmental disabilities pro-
viding domestic violence work-
shops and more, was the recipi-
ent of this year’s “Community
Service Organization of the Year”
award at last week’s annual Po-
mona Chamber of Commerce in-
stallation and awards luau.

Receiving the award was the
organization’s founder and ex-
ecutive director Tracy Evanson
Norwood who Chamber Board
Vice Chair Josh Landis of Foot-
hill Transit called an individual
who is “passionate about healing
those who have experienced emo-
tional trauma in relationships.”

She was named California
Woman of the Year for Senate
District 22 by State Sen. Su-
san Rubio, she volunteers at her
church providing domestic vio-
lence support services, she is on
the volunteer advisory commit-
tee with the San Gabriel-Pomona
Regional Center supporting those
with disabilities, and she is an
ambassador with the Pomona
Chamber.

Chamber Board Chair Nef Cor-
tez, of Re/Max Galaxy Realty in
Diamond Bar, who will continue
on as chair for his second two-
year term, told guests the cham-
ber’s “strategic priorities” for the
next year will be to continue to
focus on advocacy and commu-
nity engagement.

“We’ll be working to help em-
power local businesses, we’ll con-
tinue of course with our network-
ing events, expand our marketing
and promotion and partnership
opportunities with our members
and our member benefits,” Cortez
said.
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS -- Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval, at left, installs board members for the coming year of the Pomona Chamber of Commerce. From left are Sandoval, new

board members Ata Khan of the City of Pomona; Karla Acevedo of America Jobs Center; Daniel Martinez of Athens Services; Annie Yea of Cal Poly Pomona; returning board members Ron
Garner of Inland Empire Fence; Lanae O’Shields of So Cal Gas; Victor Caceres of the Youth and Family Club; Daniela Franco of Metro Event Center; Dave Perez of Valley Vista Services;
Vice Chair Daniel Thomas of Pomona Rotary; Executive Member Jill Dolan of Mt. San Antonio College; Chief Financial Officer Jeff Johannsen of Pomona Hope; Josh Landis of Foothill Transit;
Board Secretary Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz; Board Chair Nef Cortez of Re/Max Galaxy Realty; Marco Argote of Arteco Partners; Frank Guzman of Pomona Valley Pride; Heidi Ortega
of Downtown Pomona District; Luis Rodriguez of San Antonio Regional Occupational Program and Monique Robles, Chamber President and CEO. Not pictured are Executive Member Jim
Dale of Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center, Monique Cardenas of Pomona Unified School District, Joe Perez of Credit Union of Southern California, and Robin Farias-Eisner, of Western

University of Health Sciences.

He added that in the next 12
months the chamber will align it-
self with Pomona’s mayor and city
council on community needs “to
ensure that the local business per-
spectives do influence the local,
state and wherever possible federal
regulations.”

“We’re looking forward to con-
tinue to work and expand our
workforce development training
opportunities, develop new job
vendor events with our employers
in the community to collaborate
with the America’s Job Center of
California, led by our incoming
board member Karla Acevedo,” he
added.

And he said the chamber will
continue its work with the College
and Career Workforce Develop-
ment Task Force, a pilot program
led by chamber board member Luis
Rodriguez.

“We won’t lose focus on expand-
ing our membership” with both
large and small businesses and

- - m— .
Tracy Evanson Norwood of Healed Women Heal, at center, and her daughter, Essence Guss, third from right, accept the Com-
munity Service of the Year Award at the Pomona Chamber of Commerce annual installation and awards banquet at Pomona’s

Fox Theater.

“will work to strengthen our re-
lationships with the small home
based and minority-owned busi-
nesses to grow the network and
strengthen the community rep-
resentation,” he said.

He said the chamber has
grown to include a record num-
ber of 400 members and called
on members to work to-

Pomona Chamber Board member Daniela Franco, third from right, accepts award for “Business
of the Year.”

gether to expand that to
450 in the next year and to
500 by the following year.

Cortez presented the
chamber’s “Image Award”
to Ray and Michelle Ad-
amyk of The Union, for-
merly the YMCA building
originally built in 1922.
The completely renovat-
ed building has become
an important part of the
Downtown Pomona com-
munity and serves as an
“organic community incu-
bator (and) has nonprofit
and community-based

organizations
within its four
floors,” he said.
And it of-
fers five event
spaces available
for everything
from  concerts
and weddings to
parties and non-
profit events.

The “New
Business of the
Year” award

went to Pomona
Mercantile, cre-
ated and oper-
ated by Maricela
Rodarte at 351 S. Thomas St., Po-
mona. The business offers every-
thing from sweatshirts to snacks
and serves as a space for local art-
ists to exhibit their work and for
musicians to perform.

Josh Landis presented the
chamber’s “Employer of the
Year” award to Phenix Truck and

Jimenez.

Maricela Rodarte, second from left, owner and founder of Po-
mona Mercantile, accepts the Pomona Chamber’s award for
“New Business of the Year.” Pictured, from left, are Maricela’s
sister, Alma Mendoza, Maricela, Pomona Chamber President
and CEO Monique Robles, and Maricela’s daughter, Kelsey

Van, Southern California’s largest
work truck, van equipment and

specialty truck body superstore.
Owner Rick Albertini and
members of his team accepted
the award. Founded in 1978 with
fewer than 10 employees, it has
grown into a leading provider of
Pomona Chamber... pg. 9
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Official ribbon- cuttlng Opens new ‘demonstratlon garden in Phllllps Ranch

Pomona city officials and resi-
dents cut the ribbon at a grand
opening last week for a new
“Meadow View Demonstration
Garden” in Phillips Ranch that
has transformed an unused piece
of property into features for resi-
dents to explore — and consider
replicating in their lawn — from
a California native meadow to
a cactus and succulent garden,
pathways, seating and viewing
areas and more.

The facility, open to all resi-
dents and the only one of its
kind in Pomona, was designed
to provide both the benefits of a
city park and an example of how
residents can convert their own
property into low maintenance
and low water use gardens.

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval
called the park “incredibly beau-
tiful” and said it is “intended for
people to come out and walk and
to get some exercise.”

Pomona City Councilmember
and Vice Mayor Steve Lustro,
whose fifth city council district
includes Phillips Ranch, said the
garden park was built at a cost of
about $590,000, using $400,000
out of the city’s $46 million in

funding through
the federal Ameri-
can Rescue Plan
program providing
economic relief and
recovery during the
pandemic.

Lustro said he al-
located $300,000 of
his portion of the
funding and Sando-
val “graciously do-
nated $100,000 of
his,” with the addi-
tional funding com-
ing from the city’s
capital improve-
ment project reserve fund.

He added he “borrowed” the
idea from his hometown of Mon-
terey Park that had developed a
demonstration garden on a piece
of property roughly the same
one-acre size.

Lustro pitched the idea to then-
Director of Public Works Rene
Guerrero, who attended the rib-
bon-cutting, who told him it was
“potentially a workable idea.”

The property 20 years ago was
the site of land movement that
caused six families to lose their
homes.

Hel August Vicght

Tickets $125

Online and at the door

ON SALE NOW!
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Photos by Renee Barbee
NEW 'DEMONSTRATION GARDEN' AND PARK IN PHILLIPS RANCH -- Pomona city officials and residents officially
opened the new "Meadow View Demonstration Garden" in Phillips Ranch with a ribbon-cutting last week, turning unused
property into a learning experience for residents who will be able to view low maintenance and water conservation-oriented
options for their own lawns. Pictured, front row, from left, are residents Edmund and Donna Simien; Jacqueline Elizalde,
representing Congresswoman Norma Torres; Greg Thayer, of Hirsch & Associates; Pomona City Councilmember Nora
Garcia; resident Sharon Lustro; Councilmember Steve Lustro; Mayor Tim Sandoval; Councilmembers Lorraine Canales and
Debra Martin; resident Yvonne Cobarrubias; and Councilmember Victor Preciado. At rear, from left, are Shandy Dittman,
public works fiscal and project manager; Rene Guerrero, former public works director; Jason Djapri, facilities engineer;
Danny Whaley, parks and facilities manager; Mike Osoff, community services manager; Michael Etheridge, parks and land-
scape supervisor; and Gina Berman, resident.

“This dedication today . . .
closes a kind of somewhat sad
chapter in this immediate neigh-
borhood with respect to what
happened on this site back in
the 2000s,” Lustro said. “This

kind of opens a new chapter that
will be an asset to this neighbor-
hood and to the community for the
foreseeable future.”

The property has been owned by
the city for the past 15 years.

Hirsch & Associates of Ana-
heim, landscape architects, de-
signed the project.

The garden is located at 38
Meadow View Drive at Blueridge
Lane.
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Photo by Renee Barbee
POMONA POETS RECOGNIZED BY CITY COUNCIL -- Pomona's poet laureate and, for the first time this year, a junior

poet laureate were recognized this month by members of the Pomona City Council. Natalie Sierra, president of Pomona's
Cafe Con Libros Press, a nonprofit bookstore in Downtown Pomona, is serving a two-year term and Kea Lee, also serving
a two-year term, has been named the city's first junior poet laureate. Lee graduated last month from Pomona's Diamond
Ranch High School. The two were selected by two different ad hoc committees of the Pomona Public Library Board of
Trustees in consultation with the city's Cultural Arts Commission. From left are Pomona Ciity Councilmembers Lorraine
Canales, Debra Martin, Elizabeth Ontiveros-Cole, Victor Preciado, Steve Lustro, and Nora Garcia and Mayor Tim Sandoval.
In front are Lee, at left, and Sierra. The city's poet laureate program was established by the Pomona City Council in 2019.
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the report added. The city recov-
ered more than $150,000 from the
Passport Inn enforcement.

Enforcement costs will come
from a dedicated holding ac-
count from attorney fees collected
from prior enforcement and will
mitigate future legal costs as they
come up, in addition to the annual
budgeted costs for city attorney
legal services.

As background, the staff report
pointed out that prostitution, drug
sales and nuisance conditions
have been “persistent historical
problems” along Holt Avenue.

And, while law enforcement
has engaged in numerous task
force enforcement operations,
police currently face greater chal-
lenges to enforcement in the wake
of Senate Bill 357 which, in 2021,

Abatement actions... from pg. 1

decriminalized loitering for the
purpose of engaging in prostitu-
tion.

“As a result of this law, sex
workers on Holt Avenue more
freely walk around in indecent at-
tire and are more casual and open
about the illegal activity in which
they aim to engage,” the staff re-
port said.

In a recent incident, a murder at
one of the properties was reported
in which a “pimp” engaged in a
dispute with a customer and the
pimp shot and killed the customer
of the sex worker.

And conditions inside the motel
rooms themselves reportedly in-
clude torn furniture, graffiti, stains
on mattresses, cigarette burns on
walls, and bugs crawling around,
according to the staff report.

“The owners and operators of
these properties are aware of the
conditions and the illegal activity
occurring on the properties, but
allow the nuisance conditions to
continue without any regard for
residents and the impacts on the
community,” the staff report con-
tinued.

A staff presentation on the
agenda item included 16 photos
allegedly depicting a half dozen
prostitutes on the premises of the
motels, along with photos alleged-
ly depicting illegal firearms, drugs
and drug paraphernalia.

The presentation showed totals
since 2022 of 172 calls for service
at Pala Motel, 341 calls at Deluxe
Motel, and 251 calls for service at
Super Inn, for a total of 764.

Four speakers, including repre-

sentatives of owners of all three
motels, appeared at the meeting
offering to work with the city on
the clean-up project.

City Councilmember Nora Gar-
cia said the topic of prostitution
in 2019 prompted her to propose
a ban — later enacted by the city
council — on hourly rentals of mo-
tel rooms in the city.

Her effort resulted in the ap-
proval of an ordinance in October
2020 banning the practice and
prohibiting motels from renting
the same room more than twice
within a 24-hour period.

“These are the type of practices
that lead to it being a nuisance,”
she said. “I never want anyone to
lose their livelihood or their prop-
erty, but . . . in order to put Po-
mona first, we need to make sure

our businesses align with what our
community needs, and right now
these three businesses are not do-
ing that.”

Councilmember Debra Martin
said the number one complaint
she heard during her political
campaign last year was that some-
thing needs to be done regarding
the prostitution on Holt Avenue.

The city staff report on the city
council agenda item was submit-
ted by City Manager Anita Scott
with input from City Attorney So-
nia Carvalho, Police Chief Mike
Ellis, and Development Services
Director Betty Donavanik.

The staff recommendation to
councilmembers was to authorize
the city attorney to file the nui-
sance abatement actions in Los
Angeles Superior Court.

EDD is there for you with the resources you need when faced with job loss
By Dr. Ciriaco “Cid” Pinedo, President and CEO
Mexican American Opportunity Foundation (MAOF)

Latino communities are of-
ten viewed as tight, connected
networks of families, schools,
churches, and neighbors who of-
fer each other support. That sense
of mutual aid is a cultural strength.
It’s in our character to offer assis-
tance and support to each other in
times of need.

However, this strength and
close community bonds can also
lead to an insular mindset, one that
may foster distrust toward author-
ity, government, or individuals
who do not look like us or speak
our language, even when they are
offering support. This understand-
able mistrust can, unfortunately,
prevent many from accessing es-
sential services.

At the Mexican American Op-
portunity Foundation (MAOF),
we partner with trusted entities to
bridge that gap. Our mission is to
provide for the socio-economic
betterment of under-resourced
individuals and families across
California. One of our most valu-
able partners in this mission is the
California Employment Develop-
ment Department (EDD), a state
agency with a wide range of pro-
grams and resources. At MAOF,
we actively share information
about EDD’s offerings through
workshops, social media, and
community events.

Losing a job can be a traumatic
experience. It often happens sud-
denly, bringing fear and financial
stress. While family and neigh-

bors can offer emotional
support, only a comprehen-
sive institution like the EDD
can provide the structured
help needed to recover and
move forward.

According to recent data
from the non-profit “think
tank” Economic Policy
Institute,  unemployment
among under-resourced
populations in California
remains elevated. The His-
panic unemployment rate is
as high as 6.1 percent, com-
pared to the overall state
average of 5.4 percent. That
seemingly small gap repre-
sents thousands of individu-
als struggling to regain stability.

The EDD is there to help, of-
fering in-language services that
make applying for unemployment
benefits easier, whether online or
in person. Recent updates to its
website now include a multilin-
gual chat bot that provides quick,
anonymous assistance and helps
users navigate to more detailed
information. In addition, the EDD
offers career search tools, train-
ing opportunities, and vocational

T

Dr. Cid Pinedo

certifications, along with access to
apprenticeships that can open the
door to new, sustainable careers.
MAOF’s guiding motto, “em-
powering families from child to
senior,” aligns closely with the
EDD’s work, from unemployment
insurance to disability benefits and
paid family leave. Through our
partnership, we hope to continue
encouraging under-resourced in-
dividuals and families to access
these critical resources. Together,

Pomona’s Only Community Newspaper!
Advertising with us is easy!

www.lanuevavoz.net

we can build a future where more
families achieve self-sufficiency
and contribute to a thriving, resil-
ient California.

Visit edd.ca.gov to learn more.
The Mexican American Oppor-
tunity Foundation, a non-profit
statewide community-based or-
ganization with an annual budget
of more than $160 million, was
established in 1963 to serve disad-
vantaged individuals and families
in the Los Angeles area. It offers
more than 60 service locations and
has nearly 900 employees serving
seven California counties. For
more information, visit maof.org.

Editor’s Note: Dr. Pinedo has
led MAOF since 2022. He is the
son of Mexican immigrants and is
a first-generation college gradu-

ate. He guides the organization
in realizing its vision of being
the preeminent provider of com-
prehensive human services that
empower families to attain self-
sufficiency and contribute to a
dynamic community. He was pre-
viously the president and CEO
of Children's Fund, which helps
children experiencing poverty,
abuse, and neglect. He is the for-
mer president of the Hope through
Housing Foundation, chief oper-
ating officer of National CORE,
and associate superintendent of
business services and economic
development at Chaffey College.
He served as a board member of
the Los Angeles County Fair As-
sociation from 2012 to 2024 and
board chair from 2017 to 2019.

A new La Nueva Voz publishes each month
on the fourth Thursday of the month.

Pick up your free copy of La Nueva Voz at these locations and dozens more:

* Pomona City Hall lobby

* Pomona library

¢ Claremont library

* Claremont City Hall lobby

* La Verne City Hall lobby

 La Verne Senior Citizens Center

¢ Downtown Pomona Owners Association,

119 W. 2nd St., Pomona
¢ Pomona Post Office (rack on sidewalk)
* Walgreens, 495 E. Holt Ave., Pomona
¢ CVS, 150 W. Willow St., Pomona
* CVS, 1485 S. Garey Ave., Pomona

* Western University of Health Sciences Patient Care Center

¢ Gold Strike Market Carniceria, 412 N. Park Ave., Pomona

¢ Fairplex Chevron, Fairpex Drive and San Bernardino Freeway, Pomona
* Discount Market, Philadelphina Street and Towne Avenue, Pomona

* LaunderLand Coin Op Laundry, 744 E. Holt Ave., Pomona

* Pomona Eagles, 854 W. Mission Blvd., Pomona
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of its “rolling” five-year renewal
term with the fire department.

And while both sides are suf-
fering from financial issues, the
city’s money picture took an ex-
ponential turn for the worse fol-
lowing passage in the November
election of Measure Y, the so-
called “Pomona Kids First” initia-
tive.

Councilmembers were told by
staff in February that implementa-
tion of the initiative would create
an annual general fund operating
deficit of $18.6 million and the
general fund balance will be $89
million in the hole by fiscal year
2035.

The impact already is being felt
— Pomona City Manager Anita
Scott told councilmembers this

Options for fire services... from pg. 1

month that there is already a $5.5
million deficit in this year’s bud-
get, in which 75 percent goes to
public safety including police and
fire.

Immediate  effects include
freezing 14 police officer posi-
tions (previously budgeted posi-
tions that will not be filled). In
addition, she said Pomona is deal-
ing with a 3 to 5 percent budget
cut across the board for all city
departments.

“We’re having to adjust to the
measure,” Mayor Tim Sandoval
said.

Measure Y went into effect in
January after passing in Novem-
ber by a 62 percent to 38 percent
outcome.

The short version of a summary

Cuentito for today
He swallowed the tool!

Today turned out to be far more
eventful than I expected. I took
my husband to get some dental
work done. We arrived at 1 p.m.,
and the dentist estimated the pro-
cedure would take about two and
a half hours. Since I'm not one to
sit still for long periods of time
I decided to leave for a bit, al-
though I don't like leaving him
alone.

A few hours later, they called
me to come pick him up. When
I arrived at the dentist’s office,
he pulled me aside and told me
I needed to keep a close eye on
my husband. Apparently, while
inserting his dental implants,
the tool used to screw in the
implant somehow slipped —
and my husband swallowed it!
I couldn't believe what I was

By Susie Perales
hearing! Que la Chihuahua!

The dentist advised us to go
straight to the ER if he started ex-
periencing any stomach pain.

Naturally, I asked my husband
what had happened. He explained
that while the dentist was screw-

He
Swallowed
The Tool!

Susie and Angel Perales

of the measure is that supporters
touted the advantages of kids’
programs to the community, and
opponents have objected to the
plan’s method of budgeting by
charter amendment and diverting
public funding to private groups.
Measure Y required the amend-
ing of the city charter “to require
that at least 10 percent of the
city’s annual unrestricted gener-
al-purpose revenues be allocated
to children and youth programs
and services by fiscal year 2030-
2031” through a phase-in process.
In terms of what this means in
the fire department contract talks,
the city staff report made it clear
that staff would need to be direct-
ed to prepare general fund reduc-
tion recommendations to offset

ing in the tiny implant screw, the
tool suddenly came loose and
lodged in his throat! He couldn't
breathe and started panicking.
They gave him some water to
help him swallow it, and after a
few terrifying moments, the tool
went down. He said it felt like
he was choking to death.

After that little mishap I took
him to have dinner at Corky’s
and he was very happy to be
eating real food. He’s been eat-
ing soup for the last two weeks
and today a dental tool!

I thought to myself, I really
can't leave this man alone any-
where. Now, we're keeping a
close watch to make sure ev-
erything — you know — comes
out okay. So far, so good. Y se
acabd el cuentito.

Cal Poly Pomona Model UN team wins top national honor for third straight year

For the third consecutive year,
Cal Poly Pomona’s Model United
Nations team has earned top na-
tional honors, winning the “Out-
standing Delegation Award” at the
National Model United Nations
Conference in New York City.

The team competed for an entire
week in April against 147 univer-
sities from around the world.

Political science students Am-
ary Corona and William Haden
served as head delegates of the
university’s  20-member team,
which represented Mexico across
10 committees addressing global
issues like human rights, nuclear
disarmament and criminal justice.

After months of preparation,
they received national recognition
for excellence in diplomacy, re-
search and public speaking.

Their performance in the for-
mal sessions required delegates
to present and debate draft resolu-
tions.

“They were so passionate with
every single word that came out of
their mouths,” Haden said. “They
treated it like it was the only time
they were able to speak — and I
noticed that the audience noticed
that.”

Founded in 1974, Cal Poly
Pomona’s Model UN team has
maintained a strong presence in

the competition since 1977. Team
members included students major-
ing in political science, electrical
engineering, criminology, biotech-
nology and business administra-
tion.

Team members are selected
through a competitive application
process and enroll in an actual col-
lege class at Cal Poly that prepares
them for the national conference.

“It’s an opportunity for every-
one,” said Marc Scarcelli, a po-
litical science professor and the
team’s advisor. “The skills that
are gained on the team are ones
that will help everyone in their ca-
reers.”

anticipated increased costs associ-
ated with continuing fire services
with Los Angeles County.

The fire department in 2023 in
a letter to the city requested full
reimbursement for services to be
phased in over three years, result-
ing in a $9 million increase to the
city over that period compared to
“traditional annual increases aver-
aging $1.5 million observed over
the past six fiscal years.”

The fire department’s current
2024-2025 contract with Pomona
is for $35,999,656, according to a
recent response by fire officials to
a La Nueva Voz e-mail. Accord-
ing to the city staff report, that
figure would increase to $51.3
million by fiscal year 2028-2029.

Fire officials said the city is
served by seven fire stations with
a total of 87 employees.

Discussions between the city
and the fire department stalled

and county fire officials issued
their year-in-advance notice of
termination of services in April.
Fire officials told La Nueva Voz
a 365-day notice of termination is
required “pursuant to the service
agreement.”

While the staff report did not
touch on alternative options, cities
typically either provide their own
fire services, contract with their
local county or, in some instanc-
es, contract with neighboring city
or county fire departments or fire
districts. In some areas, they rely
on CAL FIRE (California Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire Protec-
tion) and some partner with non-
profit organizations for additional
support.

Pomona shut down operation of
its 100-year-old fire department in
1994 and transferred fire support
to the county in a still-controver-
sial move.
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Honorees, parents and officials pose for a group picture this month at the
annual celebration in Pomona by the local Viethamese community of stu-
dents completing the school year with high grades, many with grade point
averages well above 4.0. In the accompanying photo, Dr. Huu Vo, president
of the Viethamese Community of Pomona Valley (holding the microphone),
congratulates all of the students for their accomplishments. From left are
Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz, Pomona City Councilmember Lorraine Ca-
nales, Dr. Vo, and Thich (Reverend) Chon Tri, of the Phap Van Buddhist
Temple in Pomona, which hosted the event again this year.

Photo by Renee Barbee
POMONA ARTIST GARY LETT SHOW CLOSING CEREMONIES -- Pomona
artist and art educator Gary Lett poses with part of his exhibit last month during
closing ceremonies for his "Gary Lett Art Showcase" at the dA Center for the Arts
in Downtown Pomona. Lett told La Nueva Voz the exhibit was part of an "inter-
generational conversation based on fabric portraiture art," and was something
that began two years ago at Pomona's African-American Museum of Beginnings
where his grant-funded work became part of the museum's reading room. He
taught seniors -- and later youths -- how to create portraits strictly out of fabric,
and a total of 15 portraits were on display. While he said he had not intended to
create one of the portraits, one project was left incomplete, so he finished it. "The
main objective is to bring the young people and the elders together to kind of
bridge that generational," Lett said, adding that his wife Lisha created a self-por-
trait, which is pictured behind him. Pomona City Councilmember Debra Martin,
who visited the exhibit, said the show was "nothing short of amazing." "Witness-
ing the talent of Gary's art students was incredibly inspiring -- their beautiful work
filled the space with creativity and passion," she added. Lett is the owner of the
company Letts Do Art.

Supervisor Hilda Solis motions on federal immigration raids approved by board

In response to a surge of ag-
gressive federal immigration en-
forcement raids targeting residents
throughout Los Angeles County, the
County Board of Supervisors this
month unanimously approved two
motions authored by Board Chair
Pro Tem Supervisor Hilda Solis to
authorize legal action and to help
residents know and understand their
rights.

One motion, “Protecting the Con-
stitutional Rights of Los Angeles
County Residents,” directs coun-
ty counsel to pursue legal action
against unconstitutional immigra-
tion enforcement tactics.

A second motion, “Empowering
Youth Through Know Your Rights
Education for Civic Engagement,”
calls on several county departments
to launch a comprehensive initiative
to inform youth engaged in civic ac-
tivism on their rights.

According to a news release from
Solis’ office, recent data from the
UC Berkeley Law’s Deportation
Data Project shows that between
June 1 and June 10, ICE (U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforce-
ment) arrested 722 people in the Los
Angeles area.

The news release cited a Los An-

geles Times analysis that found
69 percent had no criminal con-
victions and 58 percent had nev-
er been charged.

Most were men, and nearly
half were from Mexico. Many
arrests took place in public spac-
es like car washes and parking
lots, where ICE still is required
to follow constitutional protec-
tions.

“Advocates report increasing
cases of warrantless detentions
and excessive force, adding to
community fear and instability,”
the news release continued.

“These motions represent a
decisive stand by Los Angeles
County on federal practices that
undermine the constitutional
rights and dignity of our resi-
dents,” Solis said. “Our commu-
nities are living in fear of war-
rantless raids, racial profiling,
and unlawful detentions that are
tearing families apart and threat-
ening the very fabric of our de-
mocracy.”

She added that youth are “lead-
ing the charge for justice and eq-
uity,” and she said they deserve
to be equipped with the knowl-
edge to safely raise their voices

and avoid unjust criminalization
or retaliation.

“Now is the time for bold, unit-
ed action, and I am committed to
standing strong with our commu-
nities,” Solis said.

The motion directing county
counsel to take legal action or-
ders county attorneys to immedi-
ately explore all legal remedies
available to the county to protect
residents’ civil rights and prevent
federal law enforcement personnel
from engaging in unconstitutional
or unlawful immigration enforce-
ment.

It would address stopping,
questioning or detaining individu-
als without reasonable suspicion
and arresting individuals without
probable cause or a valid warrant.

“Los Angeles County will not
stand by while our communities
are terrorized and our Constitution
trampled,” said County Supervi-
sor Lindsey Horvath, who co-au-
thored the motion.

And the motion calling for an
informational program directed at
youth, co-authored by Supervisor
Janice Hahn, will “provide cul-
turally relevant and linguistically

Immigration raids... pg. 10
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A community evenf to unveil the station art by artist
Stephen Farley at the new Pomeona Nerth Station s being
held on Saturday, July 26, All are welcome!

Foothill Gold Line

Pomona Morth Station Art Event

When: Saturday, July 24, 2025, at 9:!

. [T1.

Where: Pomona Marth Station Parking Lot
205 Santa Fe 5t., Pomona, CA 21767

Stay updated: foothillgoldline.org
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Nationally recognized for total hip replacement
excellence, we deliver award-winning care that

helps you move without pain.
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The Total Jaint Program at our Orthopedic Institute
is here to help you make that change. Qur
combination of an award-winning hip replacement _
program and our dedication to patient safety TOTAL HI
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We're not just fixing hip pain; we're
restoring your freedom. Freedom to mave,
freedom to play, freedom to live - and all
the good stuff in between.

Visit gyhme.orgHipReplacement to learn more.

ORTHOPEDIC
INSTITUTE

POMONA VALLEY HOSPITAI
MEDICAL CENTER

Expert care with a personal touch

1798 N. Garey Ave., Pomona, CA 91767 | 909.865.9500
www.pvhmcorg @@ O
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custom fleet solutions employing
more than 200.

The “Business of the Year”
award was presented to Metro
Event Center and was accepted
by Daniela Franco, one of the
owners and a member of the
chamber board.

The award each year goes to a
business that demonstrates excel-
lence in leadership and extraordi-
nary support of the business com-
munity.

Metro Event Center hosts cel-
ebrations, corporate events and
community gatherings and offers
two beautifully appointed ball-
rooms.

“Ambassador of the Year” went
to Frank Carrillo of On Time Pho-
to Booth Rentals. The award each
year goes to a chamber member
who has demonstrated commit-
ment, leadership and advocacy

Pomona Chamber... from pg. 3

Ron Garner

in promoting the local business
community.

“This award honors a member
who exemplifies the spirit of col-
laboration and outreach,” Landis
said, “serving as a bridge between
the chamber and its diverse stake-
holders.”

Chamber President and CEO
Monique Robles presented her
own award, the “President and
CEO Award,” to Ron Garner of
Inland Empire Fence and Con-
struction.

The award was created two
years ago to recognize an indi-
vidual who has gone above and
beyond the support of local busi-
ness.

“This special recognition is

s

et - =
Rick Albertini, owner of Phenix Truck and Van, at center, accepts the award for “Employer of the Year.”

awarded to an indi-
vidual or organization
that has demonstrated
exceptional leadership,
unwavering dedication
and a profound com-
mitment to the mission
and values of the Po-
mona Chamber of Com-
merce,” she said.

Garner is a chamber
board member and chair
of the chamber Ambas-
sador Committee.

Pomona Chamber

o S, .

bassador Frank Carrillo, second from right, owner of On Time Photo Booth

Rentals, receives the award for “Ambassador of the Year.”

“The chamber has
been an amazing experience for
me and our company and what
we have just been involved with,
and the relationships that we’ve
built,” Garner said.

|
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A Polynesian fire dancer was part of
a dance team that set the tone for the
“luau” with a Hawaiian theme.

[

===

‘The Union’ owners Ray and Michelle Adamyk, at right, and members of their team
receive the Pomona Chamber of Commerce “Image Award” at last week’s installation

and awards banquet.

Drownings called leading cause of death for children;
Pomona Valley Hospital offers tips

Officials at Pomona Valley Hos-
pital Medical Center have cited
statistics from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention which
report that July is the month with
the highest drowning rates — and
there are steps that can be taken to

prevent them.

According to the statistics,
drowning is the leading cause of
death for children ages one to four,
and the second leading cause of
unintentional-injury death for chil-
dren ages five to 14.

Hospital trauma physicians
recommend selecting swimsuits
for children with colors that can
be seen best in the water. In addi-
tion, physicians recommend par-
ents learn how to administer CPR
(cardio-pulmonary resuscitation).

Get La Nueva Voz delivered each month to your mailbox for only $49 per year!

Not a member yet? Garner told
the group he can sign them up on

the spot.

“You will benefit from the cham-

ber, I promise you,” he added.

Nearly 200 guests attended the
event held this year for the second
consecutive year on a Hawaiian
theme, this time at the Pomona
Fox Theater.

—

DATE: August 16, 225

s ot

TIME: doors open 5 pm, dinner at & pm

BETTER PRICE: 520 for members & 530 for non-members.
MEHL): BBO) beaf and chicken, carnitas, corn on the cob, rice, beans,
tortillas, salad, and delicious desserts.

Tickets available at www. pomonahistorical.org or at the door.
Day of event use check, cash, debil or credit cards

NOTE: "Please make sure to park at the Palomares Park & walk over
to the Adobe. Tours of the Palomanss Adobe.”

G —
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GetCareNow!

Reserve your ER arrival time for
non-life threatening emergencies.

Ll 2 : X 4.
POMONA WINNERS IN UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION ESSAY CONTEST -- Four Garey High School students
were winners in the United Nations Association-USA Pomona Valley Chapter's annual high school essay contest, this
year with a theme on "policies that mitigate the climate change that threatens the globe" and discussing policies the
U.N. should implement to transition to green energy. The Garey winners, all coming in tied for second place, were,
from left, Joshua Mireles, Gabriel Castellano-Espinoza, Ezra Santillon and Manuel Vargas. First place went to Dorhle
Davila Mendoza of Claremont High School, and Isaac Bass, also of Claremont High School, also tied for second place.
The first place winner received $500 and second place winners received $300. A total of 42 essays were submitted.
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Faster treatment so they’ll
get back to being rock stars!

With GetCareNow, you have the power to schedule
your arrival time, minimizing wait times and ensuring
prompt attention from our dedicated medical team.
Scan the QR code to reserve your ER arrival time.

CHIND MONTCLAIR: SAM DIMAS: .
cvmec.com/ montclair-hospital.org/f sandimashospital.com/
getcarenow getcarenow getcarenow

%%%_

Chino Valley
Medical Center
Emergency Room
5457 Walnut Avenue
809-464-8600

ElirzE
P
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Montclair Hospital
Medical Center
Emergency Room

5000 San Bernarding Street
B089-625-541

NEW ROTARY AFFILIATE AT IPOLY -- Pomona Rotary members recently recognized members of the "Interact Club"
at Pomona's iPoly High School with their "certificate of origination." The newly formed club will work closely with Po-
mona Rotary on projects to make a positive impact in the community. The Interact Club program, sponsored by Rotary
International, provides a service organization for young people and is designed to develop leadership skills and provide
opportunities for community service. Pictured, from left, are Aileen Ramirez, ninth grader; ltzel Silva, 11th grader;
Reyah Landis, 10th grader; and Alexis Miranda and Madeline Ferreira, both ninth graders.

Immigration raids... from pg. 7

appropriate workshops and materials to
educate young people on their legal rights

San Dimas
Community Hospital
Emergency Room
1350 Covina Boulevard
209-5938-6811

Chino Valley Medical Center
Montclair Hospital Medical Center

the city has joined a federal lawsuit to pro-
tect residents from unconstitutional immi-

San Dimas Community Hospital

Members of Prime Healtheare | Inland Empire Region

TRUVEN HEALTH ANALYTICS &

15 TOP

HEALTH SYSTEMS

during protests and more.

“Young people have always been at the
forefront of the great protest movements
throughout American history,” she said.
“We want to make sure that when they go
out and protest . . . they’re fully aware of
their rights and of the resources available
to them.”

In a related action, Pomona city officials
announced this week in a news release that

gration enforcement actions.

City Councilmembers voted during a spe-
cial meeting earlier this month to join the
City of Los Angeles, the County of Los An-
geles and eight other cities in the action filed
by the American Civil Liberties Union and
various immigration and civil rights organi-
zations.

Councilmembers voted 6 to 0 in favor
with Councilmember Debra Martin absent.
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Photos courtesy of Toi Jackson
JUNETEENTH OBSERVANCES IN POMONA -- Donna Jackson-Houston, at left, a Pomona resi-
dent and president and founder of the Nogales Buffalo Soldiers Legacy Association, poses at the
“Nogales Buffalo Soldiers Tribute” exhibit last month during an annual Juneteenth celebration in
Pomona’s Ganesha Park. From left are Jackson-Houston, Rachel Hilliard, president of the Buffalo
Soldiers San Diego chapter, and Dr. Larry Thornton, of the Buffalo Soldiers Los Angeles chapter. The
Buffalo Soldiers opened the ceremony with the presentation of colors.

Members of the Pomona
chapter of the Sigma
Gamma Rho sorority
pose for the camera at
last month's Juneteenth
activities in Pomona's
Ganesha Park. The col-
legiate sorority, incor-
porated in 1922, works
to make society better
through sisterhood and
empowerment. It has
more than 500 chapters
worldwide with mem-
bers including both
students and profes-
sional women. June-
teenth commemorates
the emancipation of
enslaved people in the
U.S. following the Civil
War under the terms
of the 1862 Emancipa-
tion Proclamation. Pic-
tured, clockwise from
front left, are chapter
members Zeretha Brick-
house, Oone Houston,
Lisa Andrews, Confi-
dence Johnson and
chapter friend Patricia

Andres.

Interested in who has been arrested
by Pomona Police in Pomona?

Please check our weekly listing at
http://www.lanuevavoz.net
and click on “Arrest Logs” on our home page.

La Nueva Voz Newspaper in Pomona, CA The New Voice
(La Nueva Voz), a Bilingual (English/Spanish) Publication.

OKTOBERFEST

Fridays & Saturdays

QCTOBER 3

LIGHTS OUT
Fridays & Saturdays

EN MEMORIA

NOVEMBER 1

FALL IN THE FARM

NOVEMBER 22




12 - Thursday, July 24, 2025 - La Nueva Voz

Tri City Me

A capacity crowd in the former
YMCA gymnasium — now known
as “The Cathedral” in the building
now known as The Union -- this
month learned of resources avail-
able and the importance of seek-
ing those resources out in a com-
munity wellness fair and launch of
Tri City Mental Health’s Mobile
Crisis Care initiative.

The new initiative was billed as
“a significant step in strengthen-
ing mental health support in Po-
mona, Claremont and La Verne.”

“It’s a service that we consider
to be very important to . . . all the
communities we serve,” said Tri
City Executive Director Ontson
Placide. “It’s about giving the
community emergency service re-
sponse in real time, real services
. . . and creating access for folks
— there’s no wrong door to be able
to receive the services.”

He explained that the agency’s
mobile crisis mental health ser-
vices are designed to create “sta-
bilization” and to “connect folks
with ongoing community support
and/or programs.”

Placide added that this is im-
portant because “collaboration is
one of the big things that we feel
very strongly about — the power of
collaboration and community sup-
port.”

Sandra Grajeda, Claremont’s
community representative on the
Tri City Board, told the group she
had an opportunity to meet rep-
resentatives of all of the Tri City
Departments and other commu-
nity partners.

“I just want to thank you all for
all the hard and so very important
work that you do,” she said.

Liz Renteria, Tri City’s chief
clinical officer, explained the Mo-
bile Crisis Care initiative, a pro-
gram that was “about three years

Pomona’s Galan Cultural Center provided dancers to entertain the
crowd at this month’s Tri City Mental Health’s launch of its new Mobile
Crisis Care initiative. And the dancers included everything from “flap-
pers” from the Roaring ‘20s to folklorico dancers and even dancers
performing the Mexican Hat Dance.

Tri City Mental Health Board member
Sandra Grajeda

in the making,” incorporated input
from many in the room who “par-
ticipated to give feedback on how
this program should evolve and
develop.”

“And it’s continuing to devel-
op,” she said. “So, thanks to all
of you that helped us design this
program through our stakeholder
engagement process.”

She said stakeholders involved
in the program’s development in-
cluded law enforcement, Los An-
geles County Department of Men-
tal Health’s psychiatric mobile
response team and others.

“I know we have representa-
tives from Los

ntal Health launches ‘Mobile Crisis Care’ initiative |

4

opportunity for us to come togeth-
er as a community and leverage
all those resources to fill the gap.”

Included is Pomona Valley Hos-
pital Medical Center and Pomona
Unified School District, among
others.

The actual mobile crisis care
team includes three therapists
who help triage individuals in
need of mental health services
over the telephone and see to it
that they are referred to the appro-

Angeles County T
Department  of
Mental  Health
working directly
with Pomona
PD,” she said.
“A lot of the cit-
ies have specific
crisis care pro-
grams as well.”
“Even though
there are things
already in place
. there’s still a
great need,” she
said, “and it’s an

Speakers at the Tri City Mental Health Mobile Crisis Care ini-
tiative launch this month included, from left, Markie Sterner,
manager of Mobile Crisis Care, and Deputy Chief Clinical Of-
ficer Deborah Johnson.

Tri City Mental Health Executive Director Ontson Placide, at right, kicks off a com-
munity celebration at The Union in Downtown Pomona for a new Mobile Crisis Care
initiative developed by Tri City over the past three years.

TRICITY

priate support group. Mental Health

Tri City’s mobile crisis care unit
is prepared to “roll” to the scene
of incidents and provide immedi-
ate psychological care when and
Mobile Crisis Care... pg. 15

Tri City Mental Health Executive Director Ontson Placide, at left, takes a look at the
offerings at one of Tri City’s tables at this month’s launch of a new Mobile Crisis Care
initiative at The Union in Downtown Pomona.
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Assemblymember Mlchelle Rodrlguez announces communlty awards at annual summer event

Pomona’s  Ethel  Gardner,
founder and executive director
of the non-profit Kennedy Aus-
tin Foundation which supports
families that have lost a child,
was honored with the “Woman of
the Year” award for Pomona this
month at Assemblymember Mi-
chelle Rodriguez’ inaugural sum-
mer barbecue event outside her
office in Chino.

Gardner’s non-profit serves
families in Pomona, Claremont
and La Verne and was founded in
1993 after Gardner lost her teen-
age son in an auto accident.

In her opening comments, Ro-
driguez said the event “is a re-
minder that every neighborhood

with Ethel as I was athletic di-
rector for Junior All American
Football, the Pomona Steelers,
the football team her late son
played for,” she added. “Thank
you, Ethel, for your unwavering
dedication and helping of others.”

Her “Small Business of the
Year” award was presented to
Rick Albertini, owner of Phenix
Enterprises, a truck body and
equipment company.

“They are a proud family-
owned company and have been
a cornerstone of Pomona’s com-
munity and economy for over 25
years,” Rodriguez said. “Found-
ed in 1978 with fewer than 10
employees, Phenix has grown

and in every city represented here
today, there’s something worth
protecting, building, and some-
one worth recognizing.”

“You are the reason I go to Sac-
ramento and fight every single
day, and I mean fight,” she said.
“And that is why :
I introduced As-
sembly Bill 63, a
bill rooted in both
compassion and
common sense .

. (and) a criti-
cal tool to help
victims of human
trafficking and re-
store peace.”

She explained
the measure will
reinstate the abil-
ity to address
loitering with in-
tent to commit
prostitution while
not criminalizing
vulnerable  indi-
viduals but in-
stead intervening,
connecting them
to services and of-
fering them a way
out with dignity.

Introducing
Gardner, whose
first book “A

Chino.

Mother’s Cry” was published in

2004, she said “if you haven’t

read her book, you will cry.” has
She added that Gardner’s sup-

Garey High School graduate Leslye Solano, at left, receives the “Everybody
Loves Raymond” scholarship award from Assemblymember Michelle Rodri-
guez. The annual scholarship honors Garey graduate Raymond Garcia, who
lost his life during his senior year in high school in a drive-by shooting. Ray-
mond’s mom, Loretta Garcia, looks on, at right.

Please visit our web site at
www.lanuevavoz.net

to see the latest issue of
La Nueva Voz,

past issues and more!

Pomona’s Ethel Gardner, at Ieft receives the ‘Woman of the Year”
award from Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez at this month’s Pomona Police Officer Jacquelme Gonzalez receives Pomona’s
annual summer “hoedown” barbecue and awards presentation in

port group “has become a beacon
of light for the community” and
“touched countless lives”
through support, domestic vio-

into a leading provider with cus-
tom fleet solutions employing
over 200.”

She added that the company
“actively collaborates with the
Pomona City Council, Cal Poly
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“Veteran of the Year” award from Assemblymember Michelle
Rodriguez.

lence education, youth groups
and parent empowerment work-
shops.

“I have a special relationship

L.a Nueva Voz

Pomona’s only community newspaper!

=T
‘Hispanic Heritage Month’
September 15 - October 15
€8 Respecting our region’s history!

Advertise in next month’s fourth annual
Hispanic Heritage Month special *“pull-out™ advertising section!
Hispanic Heritage Month runs from Sept, 15 to Oct. 15, and this special section each year

in the August issue (this year poblishing on Aug. 28) La Nueva Yoz gives
advertisers the opportunity to show their support for the community.

'Y
For information and to reserve your space, @
Ly conlacl Renee Barbee af (909} 762- 1446! "
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Pomona business school, and the
Pomona Chamber of Commerce,
exemplifying their dedication to
local industry and community
impact.”

Rodriguez called all of the
small businesses recognized “the
backbone of our community.”

Rodriguez introduced Pomona
educator and Pomona native Ruth
Alvarez, recipient of the Pomona
“Teacher of the Year” award, add-
ing that she “has dedicated her
career in giving back to the com-
munity that shaped her.”

She said Alvarez currently is
teaching eighth graders and AVID
(Advancement Via Individual De-
termination) classes at Pomona’s
Simons Middle School.

Alvarez is entering her 11th
year in education and her ninth

Community awards... from pg. 13

with Pomona Unified School
District. She received her mas-
ter’s degree in education and her
teaching credentials from Clare-
mont Graduate University after
attending Cal State Fullerton.

She has served as president of
the Pomona Optimist Club, vol-
unteers to support local families,
and is a member of the Historic
Preservation Commission.

Rodriguez called all of the edu-
cators honored individuals who
“educate our youth and mold our
futures.”

Pomona’s “Veteran of the Year”
award went to Pomona Police Of-
ficer Jacqueline Gonzalez who,
Rodriguez said, “exemplifies the
strength, service and spirit that
uplifts the Pomona community.”

She served in the U.S. Navy

[ . = [ ] ‘
COME ON OVER NEIGHBOR!

from 2017 to 2022 as an op-
erations specialist and air in-
tercept controller, achieving
the rank of Petty Officer First
Class and completing two
combat deployments aboard
an aircraft carrier.

Gonzalez began her law
enforcement  career  with
the Pomona Police Depart-
ment “where her dedication
to public safety and mentor-
ship shines,” Rodriguez said,
adding that she serves as a
Police Explorer advisor, guid-
ing youth interested in law
enforcement, and supports the
“Cops for Kids” program.

“Her commitment to ser-
vice, both in uniform and in
the community, is a testament
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il=h All Fitness Levels Welcome

iTodos

los niveles son bienvenidas!

POMONA
CALIFORNIA

THE CAMP TRANSFORMATION CENTER

3284 N. Garey Ave
Pomona, CA 91767

™ (909) 905-2996

LOSE T3LBS IN JUST 6 WEEKS ~ SCAN HERE
JUMP START YOUR TRANSFORMATION

wa 1o WV
15 LIBRAS MENOS EN 6 SEMANAS. [TRANS!

L) (@) @thecamptc_pomona

il=h

il=h

i=h

Nutritional Guidance
Guia nutricional

Unlimited Group Workouts
Entrenamientos grupales ilimitados

Over 30 classes each week
Mas de 30 clases cada semana

Support and Accountabilty
Apoyo y responsabilidad

PomonaFD@thecamptc.com

ESCANEA Aou!

Long-time Pomona educator Ruth Alvarez receives the “Teacher of the Year” award for
Pomona from Assemblymember Michelle Rodnguez

Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez presents the 53rd Assembly District "Small Busi-
ness of the Year" award for Pomona to Rick Albertini, owner of Phenix Enterprises of Po-
mona, a truck body and equipment company.

Please visit our web site at
www.lanuevavoz.net
to see the latest issue of
La Nueva Voz, past issues and more!




Keeping an ear out for hearing loss issues
By Tasha Takeshita, AuD, CCC-A, F-AAA
Director of Audiology
Casa Colina Hospital and Centers for Healthcare

Our daily lives are filled with
a symphony of sounds: construc-
tion, conversations, television,
traffic, and even our pets. We
also actively immerse ourselves
in audio, from music to podcasts.
Yet, this constant auditory input,
even the entertaining kind, can

L
Tasha Takeshita

unknowingly lead to significant
long-term health concerns. Nearly
one-quarter of middle-aged adults
experience some degree of hear-
ing loss directly attributable to
noise exposure. This condition,
known as Noise-Induced Hearing
Loss (NIHL), can be temporary
or permanent, and results from
sudden, excessive, or prolonged
exposure to loud sounds. NIHL
can manifest as sudden or gradual
hearing loss at any age.

NIHL can develop in two pri-
mary ways. Sudden NIHL typical-
ly results from a single, intensely
loud event, leading to immediate
partial or complete hearing loss.
In contrast, gradual or progressive
NIHL develops over time from
repeated exposure to loud sounds.
The National Institute of Occupa-
tional Safety and Health (NIOSH)
recommends limiting noise expo-
sure to 85 A-weighted decibels
(dBA) for no more than eight
hours. To put this in perspective,
common household items like
vacuum cleaners, blenders, and
hairdryers, as well as the ambient

noise of a busy restaurant, can all
reach 85 dBA. Research shows
that exceeding these recommend-
ed limits significantly increases
your risk of NIHL. Crucially, the
louder the sound, the less time it
takes to inflict permanent damage.
Protecting Your Hearing:
Practical Strategies

1. Avoid Unnecessary Expo-
sure: Be mindful of your sur-
roundings. Distance yourself from
excessively loud noises whenever
possible.

2. Limit Exposure:

a. Lower the Volume: If
someone nearby can hear
your headphones, it's too
loud.

b. Reduce Duration: Shorter
exposures to loud sounds are
always safer.

c. Take Breaks: Brief pauses
from listening can signifi-
cantly reduce overall sound
exposure.

3. Utilize Hearing Protection:
When damaging noise levels are
unavoidable, actively protect
your ears. Earplugs and earmuffs
are effective for reducing sound
volume and are indispensable for
activities with known high noise
levels. For noisy hobbies or pro-
fessions, custom earplugs offer
superior comfort and protection.

Prioritizing awareness of poten-
tially damaging sounds is crucial
for maintaining a healthy lifestyle
and preserving your hearing. If
you have any concerns about your
hearing, or experience symptoms
like ringing in your ears (tinni-
tus) or difficulty understanding
conversations, consult your phy-
sician. They can provide a refer-
ral to an audiologist for a hearing
evaluation. For comprehensive
audiology services, consider the
Casa Colina Audiology Center at
https://www.casacolina.org/pro-
grams-services/audiology/.

Mobile Crisis Care... from pg. 12

where it is needed.

It is a transformative new pro-
gram designed to bring mental
health crisis support directly into
the communities of Pomona, Cla-
remont, and La Verne, and is de-
signed to meet individuals where
they are — both physically and
emotionally. The team provides
person-centered, compassionate,

and timely support for those ex-
periencing a mental health crisis,
with a focus on safety, dignity,
and connection.

(909) 629-2292

www.lanuevavoz.net

La Nueva Voz - Thursday, July 24, 2025 - 15

GIFTS FOR CANCER PATIENTS AT POMONA VALLEY HOSPITAL -- Staff members from Subaru Puente Hills delivered 80 blankets, 10
patient care kits, and "messages of hope" (written by visitors to the Puente Hills Subaru showroom) last month to Pomona Valley Hospital
Medical Center's Robert and Beverly Lewis Family Cancer Care Center in Pomona. The gesture was part of the "Subaru Loves to Care" ini-
tiative of Subaru and The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. Subaru has supported nearly 300,000 cancer patients across the country through
this initiative. The Robert and Beverly Lewis Family Cancer Care Center provides comprehensive oncology services including state-of-the-art
radiation treatment, chemotherapy and other infusion options, and more.

POMONA VALLEY MEMORIAL PARK
Cemetery ® Mausoleums ¢ Crematory
tel: 909.622.2029 * fax: 909.622.4726

Pomona Valley Memorial Park is a 56-acre nonprofit cemetery operating since 1876. The cemetery,
which serves all faiths, offers a beautiful, serene, and affordable cemetery choice.

Pomona Valley Memorial Park es un cementerio de 56 acres sin fines de lucro establecido en 1876... un
cementerio que ofrece belleza y tranquilidad a precios reazonables.

RRPAGLSAER—ESH 56 KEMIEEFIMERN, B 1876 FIHBIEE. =M HFTEEMD
MAREIRS, REEW. THANESENEDTER.

o r Affordable pre-payment plans for your peace of mind.
¢ Call and make an appointment today for a free consultation.

Witness cremation service available.

Planes econdmicos de pagos por adelantado.
Llame ahora para fijar una cita de consulta gratis.
Servicios para presencia la cremacion disponible.

MIELEBMTN BT, LB OxN.
VRIHBRTY, ZXREEAE.
RFIEAZERS

Cemetery Grounds: 8 am to 5 pm daily

Mausoleum: 9 am to 4 pm daily
Office: 8 am to 4:30 pm, Monday- Friday

502 E. Franklin Avenue, Pomona, CA 91766

pomonacemetery@verizon.net * www.pomonacemetery.com

Pomona Valley Memorial Park is a nonprofit corporation.
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Pomona’s Casa Colina Hospital and Centers
for Healthcare launches specialized center
for disorders of consciousness

Casa Colina Hospital and Cen-
ters for Healthcare has opened a
new Center for Disorders of Con-
sciousness — Southern Califor-
nia’s only facility of its type — to
provide clinical management and
innovative therapeutic interven-
tions for those with acquired se-
vere brain injuries.

A disorder of consciousness
occurs when a person experi-
ences severe impairment in their
awareness of themselves or their
environment, typically follow-
ing a major brain injury such as
traumatic brain injury, stroke or
anoxia.

Long-term care often is re-
quired due to the complexity of
conditions which can persist for
months or even years.

Casa Colina’s new intensive
four-week program is designed to
determine level of consciousness,
prevent and treat secondary com-
plications such as contractures
and infections, maximize arousal,
alertness and response consis-
tency, and identify barriers and
assess the need for augmentative
communication systems.

The program is led by Caroline
Schnakers, Ph.D., associate direc-

Caroliné Scﬁnakefs

tor of the Research Institute at
Casa Colina Hospital, who has 20
years of experience as a clinical
scientist in the neurorehabilitation
field.

She said the program “address-
es a critical gap in care” for indi-
viduals in need of these services.

“Our comprehensive, evidence-
based approach, combined with
cutting-edge research, offers a
pivotal pathway for patients and
their families, guiding them on the
complex journey of recovery and
enhancing their quality of life,”
she said.

For more information,
www.casacolina.org.

visit

Your ad here!

(909) 629-2292

Project Sister Family Services

The following public service ads are courtesy of La Nueva Voz
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to her leadership, discipline and
optimism,” she said.

“Thank you, Officer Gonzalez,
for your unwavering dedication
and for inspiring those around
you,” she added.

Rodriguez also continued a tra-
dition her husband Freddie started
when he was a member of the
Pomona City Council, presenting
an “Everybody Loves Raymond”
scholarship, named after the late
Raymond Garcia, whose life was
tragically cut short by a drive-by
shooting when he was a senior at
Garey High School and an athlete
in the Pomona football program.

This year’s award went to Gar-
ey High School graduate Leslye
Solano who, Rodriguez said, “not
only excelled academically but
also demonstrated remarkable
strength and resilience despite
facing extreme hardships.”

“Inspired by her grandmother’s
battle with cancer, she found her
passion for helping others and is
now pursuing a career in radio-
logical technology with a focus on
cardiac imaging,” Rodriguez said.

She is the youngest of three sib-
lings and is the first in her family
to attend college.

“She hopes to inspire others
to never give up, and she leaves
behind a legacy of hope, courage
and commitment to make a differ-
ence,” Rodriguez said.

Raymond Garcia’s mom, Lo-
retta Garcia, participated in the
award presentation.

The annual event was launched
by former Assemblymember Fred-
die Rodriguez and recognizes
award recipients throughout the
53rd Assembly District in Chino,
Montclair, Ontario and Upland
along with Pomona.

It includes hot dogs, live music,
a huge resource fair and more.
The format changed things up a
bit this year and was held on the
theme of a western hoedown with
many guests attending in western
boots and hats.

In her news release announcing
the event, Rodriguez said it was
an effort to “bring our commu-
nity together, share the work we
are doing in Sacramento, and cel-
ebrate the incredible people and
resources that make the 53rd As-
sembly district so special.”

Elected last November, she has
been assigned to Assembly com-
mittees on banking and finance,
governmental organization, in-
surance, military and veterans
affairs, and rules. She was also
appointed by Assembly Speaker
Robert Rivas to serve as Assistant
Majority Whip.

Feeding the Hungry,
Sheltering the Homeless

Abused by your partner
and need help?
24-hour hotline:

(909) 988-5559 or toll

free at (877) 988-5559

Sexual Assault and
: ; Grocery Distribution at .
Child Abuse Services 209 W. Pearl St HOPblq
909-626-4357 Pomona PARTNERS
or 626-966-4155 Volunteering: 909-622-3806
www.projectsister.org www.inlandvalleyhopepartners.org
HOUSE OF RUTH Pomona Public Library Hours

Monday through Thursday
Noon to 7 p.m.
Saturday
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday and Sunday
Closed

Info on student group programs at AGRIscapes:
www.agriscapes.cpp.edu

4102 S. University Drive, Pomona (next to the Farm Store)

Sign up for Pomona Unified School District’s
Free ‘Early Learning Literacy’ App!
It’s a fun way to improve reading skills.
Register at www.myf2b.com/register/pomona
footsteps2brilliance
La Nueva Voz is a proud member of PUSD’s Literacy Collaborative.

ANNOUNCEMENT

CONSUMER
CELLULAR
the same reliable,
nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and
activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited
talk and text, starting at
just $20 per month. For
more information, call
1-844-908-0605

CANCER INSURANCE
Lump Sum Benefit of
up to $50K Affordable
Coverage. Don’t wait

for the unexpected. Call

Today 1-805-683-3636.

CA Lic#0773817

the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call
Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-844-491-2884
today!

Tiene un vehiculo no
deseado? Donelo
a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y
gratuita en los 50
estados. Patriotic Hearts
ofrece programas para
ayudar a los veteranos
a encontrar trabajo o
iniciar su propio negocio.
Llama ahora: 1-833-695-
1947 2477

FINANCIAL SERVICES

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR
VEHICLE to fund the
SEARCH FOR MISSING
CHILDREN. FAST
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour
response. Running
or not. Maximum Tax
Deduction and No
Emission Test Required!
Call 24/7: 1-833-545-
0785.

GOTAN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATEITTO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS.
Fast free pick up. All 50
States. Patriotic Hearts’
programs help veterans
find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7:
1-833-426-0105.

Get a break on your
taxes! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist

Struggling with debt? If
you have over $15,000 in
debt we help you be debt

free in as little as 24-48

months. Pay nothing to

enroll. Call Now: 1-833-

641-3437.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments
for 18 mos. Lifetime
warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military
discount. 1-833-795-
0042

Eliminate gutter cleaning
foreverl LeafFilter,
the most advanced

debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a

FREE LeafFilter estimate

today. 20% off Entire

Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts.

1-844-203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/

Call 1-855-424-7581 calnews #6258
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel LOANS
can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as RETIRED COUPLE
little as one day. For $$$$ for business

a limited time, waving
ALL installation costs!
(Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and
vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 09/30/25). Call
1-833-985-4766

purpose Real
Estate loans. Credit
unimportant. V.1.P.
Trust Deed Company
www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-
principal DRE 01041073.

Safe Step. North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Now

featuring our FREE
shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited
timel Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-888-989-
5749

SERVICES

Don’t pay for covered
Home Repairs Again!
Our home warranty
covers ALL Major
Systems and Appliances.
We stand by our service
and if we can't fix it, we'll
replace itl Pick the plan
that fits your budget! Call
1-855-411-1731

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead
to major damage. Our
trusted professionals
do complete repairs
to protect your home’s
value. Call 24/7 1-833-
712-3809

MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH/MEDICAL

Want Residual Income?
Turnkey Established
Vending Massage Chair
single location or Route
for Salel Asking Price:
From $2,500 to $29,000
per location. text only:
(949) 381-9899

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details!

DID YOU KNOW
Newspaper-generated
content is so valuable

it's taken and repeated,

condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed,

posted, copied, edited,
& emailed countless

times throughout

the day by others?
Call 1-916-288-6011
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City officials, family and friends
gathered in Downtown Pomona
last month to unveil a plaque in a
memorial garden to honor long-
time Pomona musician, professor
and leader Manuel Castillejos who
died in July 2023 at the age of 72.

The garden named “Manuel Cas-
tillejos Plaza” in his memory is
located at the southeast corner of
Garey Avenue and Second Street.
The memorial plaque called him
“an advocate for the arts who fos-
tered respect and pride within the
Latino community.”

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval
told participants that Castillejos
“contributed to the City of Pomona
and beyond.”

“We wanted to recognize Mr.
Castillejos for the work that he con-
tributed to this city,” he said, “and
I’m thinking particularly our young
people -- as many of you know, he
was instrumental in the youth or-
chestra for our community.”

Sandoval added that Castillejos
made a space located next to the
garden and above the El Meren-
dero restaurant available to many
organizations “that were doing im-
portant work in the community.”

“This is really a dedication to his
work and his commitment to par-
ticularly helping the most vulner-
able community members in the
City of Pomona,” he added. “(He)
contributed to nurture enhanced re-

p -

Memorial plaque unveiled to honor Manuel Castillejos

i

An authentic Aztec dancer offers a bless-
ing through dance for the new memorial
garden honoring long-time Pomona mu-
sician and leader Manuel Castillejos in
Downtown Pomona.

Cristina Carrizosa

spect and pride for the members
of the Latino community of Po-
mona” and was an advocate for
bilingual education, he assisted
in the formation of a children’s
mariachi, and he taught many
children how to play the guitar.

“As a Spanish professor at
Mount San Antonio College,
he involved his students, many
who were Pomona residents,
in activities that furthered their
education while enriching Po-
mona’s community life,” San-
doval said.

He said Castillejos also served
on the city’s cultural arts and
historical commissions, along
with organizations like the La-
tino Chamber of Commerce, re-
ceived the Cesar Chavez Award
in 2016 and was named a Pomo-
na Community Hero by the LA

-

City of Pomona officials join family and
friends of the late Manuel Castillejos in
unveiling a plaque memorializing his
work in Pomona. Pictured, at center,
from left, are Pomona City Councilmem-
ber Nora Garcia, Pomona Mayor Tim San-
doval, Pomona Unified School District
Board member Arturo Jimenez, former
Pomona City Councilmember Cristina
Carrizosa and Castillejos’ wife, Miriam
Boada Castillejos. At far right, from left,
are Goretty Ornelas of Galan Cultural
Center who worked with Castillejos, Po-
mona City Councilmember Victor Pre-
ciado, and Pomona City Manager Anita
Scott.

County Fair.

Former Pomona City Council-
member Cristina Carrizosa de-
scribed Castillejos as being very
respectful, very friendly, very
honest and someone who never
said no to anybody.

She said he helped families in
need of assistance and provided
students with a place where they
could practice, study or simply
discuss issues.

“His place was always open,”
she said. “He never said no to me
when I was on the council.”

She said she worked alongside
him trying to incorporate bilin-
gual education in Pomona which
she said probably became one of
the first programs of its type in
the area.

Pomona Unified School Dis-

Manuel Castillejos Plaza
Dediicated /B0 2025
This pdasa honars
FProfismor Manuel Castifiefies,
an advoeste fir e arta who
Frwtesred respect and pride within

tre Lastinoe comemunity.
Ml logrmay contfnuns to inspire Pomom,

A plaque in Downtown Pomona’s new
Manuel Castillejos Plaza recognizes Cas-
tillejos as an advocate for the arts within
the Latino community.

trict Board member Arturo
Jimenez told guests that it is be-
cause of Castillejos that Jimenez
is supporting the construction of

Manuel Castillejos

a performing arts center in Po-

mona.
“Manuel put that in my heart
that we need a performing arts
Memorial plaque... pg. 19
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John Forbing
Agent

154 West SAN JOSE AVE
CLAREMONT, CA 91TH

Bus: 909-623-8B5T1

Fax: 909-620-5860

www jchnforbing.com
Insurance License #0502558
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Always a call
or click away

Call me for a quote today

Llameme para un presupuesto ahora
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OPINION

Curb painters descend on Pomona; tactics show need for increased regulation

OK, class — show of hands.
How many of you received a no-
tice on your door that curb paint-
ers would be around and how
many of you were asked to pay for
those new street numbers that you
didn’t ask for and didn’t approve?

Well, if it makes you feel any
better, at La Nueva Voz, we raised
our hands both times, as well.

Of course, the problem is City
of Pomona Municipal Code sec-
tion 58.5, “unauthorized paint-
ing of curbs,” says “no person or
agency, unless authorized by the
city traffic engineer, shall paint
any street or curb surface.”

And the other problem is when
you ask if they have a business
license, they tell you they have a
permit from the city. But when
you ask to see it and an entire City
of Pomona letter is on their phone
screen, you can’t read the little let-
ters.

Ask to take a photo so you can
read it later? Oh, ’m not going to
let you take a picture of it.

With that kind of response, the
thought comes to mind that “offi-
cial permit letter” really could be
about anything — even a letter to
residents reminding them the days
they are allowed to water their
lawn, right?

Plus, there’s a caveat — “pro-
vided, however, that this section
shall not apply to the painting of
numbers on a curb surface by any
person who has complied with the
sections of this code or the provi-
sions of any ordinance or resolu-
tion of the city pertaining thereto.”

Best we can figure, that means
the painting company at the very
least would need to have a busi-
ness license from the city (re-
quired elsewhere in the code).
But would it need insurance,
bond, that “permit” they show you
in their phone, or a waiver from
the police department indicating
they don’t believe the painters are

really in the neighborhood to see
which homes are vacant so they
can come back later for a “visit?”

We’re just not sure. So we did
a Google search. Reddit, under
“curb paint scam,” says it is a
scam, especially if they paint your
number on the curb BEFORE
coming to your door asking for
money.

The next search result from
September 2023 said police (not
Pomona police) were reminding
people in communities all across
the country “not to fall for a com-
mon scam . . .”

It turns out just such a company
surfaced in Westmont this month
(see notice found taped to a door).
In one instance, where the little
guy was the painter and the big
guy came back the next day to col-
lect, one Westmont resident was
confronted by the “big guy” and
the resident said she would not
pay either by cash or credit card
(yes, they accept credit cards!).

The word “irate” was the word
the resident used to describe the
conversation.

In another instance, somebody
called the cops and two units re-
sponded — one to detain the “little
guy” while the other interviewed
the informant.

The two Pomona police offi-
cers drove off with the necessary
contact information and handed it
all over to Pomona code enforce-
ment officers to follow up. Ap-
parently best they can do is write
an administrative citation for do-
ing business in Pomona without a
business license, and other possi-
ble alleged violations to be deter-
mined. We’re guessing the little
company smiles, writes a check
and writes off the expense as a
cost of doing business. (After all,
their only other costs are a small
paint roller for the white paint, a
five gallon can of paint, and black
spray paint for the stencils. Oh,

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

principal (818) 248-0000 sroker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM  *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estade Licansa #01041073

(CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS 8335217

PriceAe Party baans penerally bave highes intersst rates, points & fees than comventional ciscount loans

and there’s a clipboard.)

La Nueva Voz checked with
Pomona City Hall where officials
confirmed code enforcement offi-
cers were on it, that they have re-
ceived the contact information for
the business, and that the city will
be issuing an administrative cita-
tion. But they also con-
firmed that once that list
of alleged violations is fi-
nalized and the citation is
forwarded to the painting
company, the fine for first
time alleged unpermitted
activity and/or violations
of city ordinances would
be only $100. There’s
that cost of doing busi-
ness we were talking
about.

(Generally, in Califor-
nia, administrative cita-
tions for code violations
increase with repeated of-
fenses — often the second

number placed on the curb face;
and it says the person requesting
to paint your house number on the
face of the curb has been required
to obtain a Department of Public
Works permit in order to comply
with the law.

Finally, the notice states that

This “Ring Security Camera”
curb painting representative following up with
a Westmont resident requesting payment.

ADVISORY NOTICEHN

Curb Addressing Service will be painting all house numbars on the curbs i your noighbornood. Mew ourt

in 1 - 5 days, These is mo chasge. Your donalion is voluntary and

apprecialed, regardiess of the amount.

The Value is
(Checis ane payatis 0 Gurl g Service, D arg cobactiad B e doaf, afler work i
compisded. Thank you for letling us sane you!

This notice taped to doors announced that curb painters were on their way.

violation within a year is $200,
and a third or subsequent viola-
tion can be $500. City officials
here said fines can “progressively
increase up to $1,000 per day if
non-compliance continues.)

Then what can Pomona
residents do to prevent being
scammed and what can the city
do to help? (And by the way, La
Nueva Voz noted that “Next Door
Neighbor” readers were already
calling the local incident a scam.)

There are a couple of things out
there that immediately come to
mind.

First, the County of Los Ange-
les has done a pretty good job.
While their rules only apply to un-
incorporated areas, they provide a
pretty good model for the cities.

For example, they require the
“solicitor” to provide residents
with a copy of the county’s “No-
tice to Owner or Occupant Paint-
ing of House Numbers on Curb.”

That document specifically
states the resident is not required
to pay for this service but can
make a donation if they wish; it
says the solicitor is not a county
employee; it says the county does
not require you to have a street

if the person is rude, insistent or
misrepresents the above facts, call
the local sheriff’s office.

Oh, and the solicitor is required
to carry with them a copy of the
county’s encroachment permit
AND must obtain the property
owner’s or resident’s permission
PRIOR to painting the house
number on the curb.

Ding, ding, ding, ding, ding!

Sounds to us like the county
nailed it. We’re guessing “big
guy” doesn’t send his painter into
unincorporated areas like Bassett
or Valinda, right Supervisor Solis?

But wait, there’s more! The
City of San Dimas, less than a
third the size of Pomona, in their
own municipal code, Chapter 5.72
House Number Painters, requires
a permit beforehand from the city
clerk — and then only with the con-
sent of the owner or the occupant

of the property.

“Every person so painting or
placing numbers on curbs shall at
all times while engaged in such
activity have in his possession
a valid, unrevoked identifica-
tion card issued by the city clerk,
stating his name and address, the
name and address of the permittee
or licensee, and the date of expira-
tion of such license.”

Not bad, right?

But there’s more here as well.
In actual practice, after La Nueva
Voz reached out to the city clerk’s
office in San Dimas, even though
it doesn’t say so in the code, San
Dimas only provides curb paint-
ing permits to local non-profits so
they can do the job as a fundrais-
ing project — Boy Scouts, Lions
Club, whoever. A spokesperson
for the city clerk’s office there
said that practice was in use as re-
cently as last year.

So, here’s the deal — La Nueva
Voz is recommending that Pomo-
na city councilmembers and staff
go to work to beef up their mu-
nicipal code requirements start-
ing with, of course, the county re-
quirements and the model of San
Dimas.

In fact, it can be as simple as
enacting a new ordinance OR up-
dating the municipal code, or even
both.

Still reading? Well, District
Five to the rescue! La Nueva Voz
reached out to District Five City
Councilmember Steve Lustro at a
couple of points along the way in
this saga.

Bottom line? He agreed to take
essentially all of this information
in to his next “one on one” meet-
ing with Pomona City Manager
Anita Scott to discuss how best to
get the ball rolling on this.

Like what you hear? Then get
your cards, letters and e-mails go-
ing to your own councilmembers
and tell them so — just to help
keep the pressure on until this gets
fixed.

And thanks to Councilmember
Lustro for taking the first step.

Need to advertise in La Nueva Voz?

Call Renee Barbee, V.P. of Marketing and Operations

(909) 629-2292 - www.lanuevavoz.net

Executive Board Member, Pomona Chamber of Commerce
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board on this,” he said.

Miriam Boada Castillejos,
Manuel’s wife, thanked organiz-
ers of the memorial “for making
this tribute to my late husband”
who, she said, “would have been
truly honored for this recogni-
tion.”

“He was always dedicated to
helping his students, the commu-
nity and his family in every way
he could, sharing his knowledge,
time and support,” she said.

Community volunteer and or-
ganizer Jose Calderon said he
wanted “to remember Manuel in
terms of what he gave to the ar-
tistic community from the very
beginning.”

He also remembered Castille-
jos working with Mt. SAC on or-
ganizing the first Cinco de Mayo
celebration at the college.

“Manuel was one who always
put theory into practice, and he
always connected the classroom
to the community and then, as
much as he could, he involved the
students in the community and all
of you,” Calderon said.

The two worked together,
Calderon said, on getting an eth-
nic studies degree at Mt. SAC,

along with a multicultural center
on campus.

“We fought to protect undocu-
mented students, which is still go-
ing on right now,” he added. “He
led a lot of amazing things in our
community and Mt. SAC . . . and
I’'m just blessed to have been his
student and a part of his life.”

And he said that while his “pro-
file is physically gone,” he added
that “energy doesn’t disappear . . .
it transcends and moves to differ-
ent people and different things.”

In his obituary written by Car-
rizosa and published two years
ago in La Nueva Voz, Castillejos
was described as “an unsung hero
who spent years of his life, talent
and expertise preserving, teach-
ing and expanding the knowledge
of history, art, music and culture
of a large segment of Pomona’s
population.”

“Without his efforts and partic-
ipation, much of our folk music
and traditions would have sadly
been forgotten to the detriment of
future generations.”

He was remembered as a pro-
fessor at Mt. SAC, the owner of
the School of Fine Arts in Pomo-
na, and more.

party.

PRETTY SCARY -- HALLOWEEN MUST BE COMING! -- Hope Quiroga, 15,
a student at Oak Hills High School in Hesperia (and granddaughter of Pomona
activists David and Dee Dee Ybarra), poses last month next to her latest artistic
creation -- characters of "horror people" -- during her Friday the 13th birthday

In addition to her artistic talent, she is in the drama class and plays the

electric guitar. She has been drawing for about four years.

LOWM -4l
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RIBBON CUTTING FOH KL.OWNSKI STUDIO Elected officials and Pomona Chamber of Commerce members held an official ribbon cut-
ting ceremony this month for the new home of Kl.ownski Studio in The Union at 350 N. Garey Ave., Pomona. The company, located off the
lobby of the old YMCA building, offers everything from audio and video recording sessions to pod casts. Pictured cutting the ribbon is owner
Sergio Franco. From left are Chamber Ambassador Domenica Carrillo, owner of Pomona's On Time Photo Booth Rentals, and her son Kobe,
Chamber Board member Daniel Thomas, Executive Board member Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz, Chamber Ambassadors Essence Guss
and Tracy Evanson-Norwood of Healed Women Heal, Franco, Pomona City Councilmembers Victor Preciado and Lorraine Canales, Pomona
Mayor Tim Sandoval, and Three Valleys Municipal Water District Director Carlos Goytia. Chamber President and CEO Monique Robles is

behind Franco.

Services held for Juan Robledo,

Funeral services were
held last week at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in
Pomona for Juan G. Roble-
do, a Pomona resident, Cal
Poly Pomona retiree and
father of former Pomona
City Councilmember Adri-
ana Robledo, who died last
month. He was 75.

Robledo, a native of
Mexico, came to the United
States in the 1970s. From
his youth in Mexico to his
time in the United States,
he worked farms and
fields in agriculture. In the
1980s, he found the job he
loved — a farm technician at
Cal Poly Pomona harvest-
ing, pruning, helping with
student learning, and assist-
ing with the Cal Poly Farm
Store from its early times in
a small building on Citrus
Lane to its newest location
on Campus Drive.

Robledo appeared regu-
larly with his wife at events
in Pomona, always beam-
ing with pride, when his daughter
Adriana participated during her
time on the city council from 2013
to 2018.

He retired from Cal Poly after
40 years at the end of March.

He is survived by Graciela, his
wife of more than 50 years, and
their three children — Adriana,
Juan, and Eric. Robledo also is
survived by his own father, Carlos
Robledo, three brothers and six

father of former Pomona councilmember

La Nueva Voz file photo
DOING WHAT HE LOVED -- Juan Robledo, pictured doing what he loved outside the
Farm Store at Cal Poly Pomona, just happened to be spotted by La Nueva Voz harvesting
the season's first strawberries and only moments later in a conversation mentioned his
daughter was Pomona City Councilmember Adriana Robledo. The photo appeared in the
March 26, 2015, La Nueva Voz (www.lanuevavoz.net, click on "past issues").

sisters.

The Robledo family extends
its gratitude to everyone who at-
tended services which were held
on July 14 and 15. Burial was at
Holy Cross Cemetery in Pomona.
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Celebratlng the clown of the art or the art of the clown!

CLOWN'S NIGHT OUT -- It was "Clown's Night Out" in
Downtown Pomona last week as clowns, many of them also
local and regional artists, dressed up for an event that includ- =

ed dramatic performances (we know, how many times do you
! hear the words "dramatic" and clowns in the same sentence),
live music, a juggler, a lot of artists filling up two blocks, and
more. The entire celebration was organized by The Alley
| Gallery, at 101 S. Main St., Pomona, with exhibits set up right
outside the gallery doors. Gallery owner Geo Esparza told
La Nueva Voz they were "just clowning around." Pictured in
clown costumes

with their art are, |
from left, artists |4
omona Water & Ice 5=l
Oscar Cano,

2407 Valley Blvd, Pomona  (909) 630-5769 2"Gozon ot the

a dozen of the
finest clowns
Pomona has to

Bienvenido a tu tienda favorita de agua y hielo.

Smart Alka®
Alkaline Water

Agua alcalina

75¢/gallon | e

Car Wash/Detail Supplies
24 Hour Vended "Spot free" Water

Please visit our web site at
www.lanuevavoz.net to
see the latest issue of
La Nueva Voz,
past issues and more!




