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Exactly six weeks after she re-
ceived a university payroll audit
that officials called the state’s worst
in five years with issues discovered
that could have cost the school mil-
lions of dollars, Cal Poly Pomona
President Dr. Soraya Coley an-
nounced this month she will retire
at the end of July.

The audit, conducted by the
California state controller’s office,
showed payroll at Cal Poly alleg-
edly was mishandled over a three-
year period that, while only totaling
a relatively small amount in actual
dollars, was based on operating
practices that if allowed to continue
unchanged could have reached a

projected $3.6 million in losses.

Coley took the position at Cal
Poly 10 years ago in January 2015
as the sixth president of the univer-
sity, becoming the first woman and
the first African American to be ap-
pointed to the role.

While her accomplishments were
many, her legacy more likely will
be overshadowed by the memory
of a tumultuous tenure including
the surfacing well after the fact of
a million-dollar embezzlement over
a 10-year period inside the Cal Poly
Foundation by an employee who
actually served 16 months in a fed-
eral prison before the information
became public.

The foundation operates inde-
pendently of the university.

Allegations at the time, all report-
ed in La Nueva Voz, claimed Coley
attempted to cover up the details,
allegations that came from within
her own campus police force where
a high-ranking official said Coley
allegedly obstructed police investi-
gations including preventing police
from reporting a second embezzle-
ment and other matters on campus
to the Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s office.

She also has been handed a “no
confidence” vote at least twice in
recent years — once by the Academ-
ic Senate and once by two

Dr. Soraya Coley '

employee unions on campus.

On the current payroll problem,
the latest salvo impacting her ad-
ministration, Coley received the
official state audit dated December
2024 with a cover letter dated Dec.
23 and signed by Kimberly Tarvin,
a CPA and chief of the state control-
ler’s Division of Audits.

The audit covered the period
March 1, 2017 (about two years
after Coley’s arrival on campus)
through Feb. 29, 2020, and was
conducted pursuant to California
Government Code sections 12476
and 12410, according to the cover
letter.

State’s worst... pg. 15

City Councilmember Elizabeth Ontlveros Cole, in her latest FPPC campaign reporting fine, makes ‘short list’ of L.A. County officials

Pomona City Councilmember
Elizabeth Ontiveros-Cole was one
of only 22 public officials in Los
Angeles County prosecuted and
fined last year by the statewide
California Fair Political Practices
Commission for alleged campaign
finance reporting law violations,
according to FPPC documents.

Cole also received an earlier
fine from the FPPC in 2021 for
two violations labeled “campaign
statement/late reporter” that oc-
curred in two reporting periods
in 2020, according to documents
discovered on the FPPC web site.

While the latest fine itself really
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boiled down to only $400, a fairly
typical amount in FPPC cases, the
story became complicated and in-
cluded a couple of “would have”
and “could have” scenarios in the
twists and turns along the way.
For example, the case essen-
tially was divided into two parts
— Cole was fined for late filing of
disclosures explaining where cam-
paign contributions came from,
and she was investigated because
of allegations she received cam-
paign contributions from a Lim-
ited Liability Company and later
voted “on an item in which the
party/participant had a financial

interest.”

The conflict-of-interest investi-
gation, however, essentially on a
technicality, was closed “without
further action” because of insuffi-
cient evidence, according to a “No
Action Closure Letter” to Cole
dated Oct. 22,2024 and signed by
Jenna Rinehart, senior commis-
sion counsel in the FPPC’s En-
forcement Division.

The alleged violation itself that
resulted in a fine, for late filing of
disclosures, was included in data
accompanying a news release La
Nueva Voz received last month
along with detailed case informa-

tion from the FPPC, the state’s
leading governmental ethics and
campaign finance enforcement
agency, announcing its 2024
Annual Enforcement Heat Map,”
pinpointing locations of all cases
prosecuted last year.

Case summary information is
provided each year by the FPPC,
which identifies itself as the state’s
“ethics watchdog,” to underscore
“the FPPC’s unwavering commit-
ment to transparency, account-
ability, and upholding the public
trust,” according to the news re-
lease.
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Promote mental health awareness during Green Ribbon Week!

Green Ribbon Week (GRW) is the stigma reduction campaign for Tri-City Mental Health's
ongeoing mental health movement in Pomona, Claremont and La Verne. Held annually

during the third week of March, GRW enhances awareness of mental health needs and
resources in our local community.

This year's theme, #ThriveinMind, invites everyone to take action—during GRW and
beyond—by amplifying strength and resilience and prioritizing what makes you feel

whole. Join others across the three cities in sharing how you build strength through

self-care, seek support, and nurture your wellness journey. We all deserve to thrive, and
that begins with reaching out for the support we need. You are your most powerful

advocate. By promoting open discussions about mental health, you make it possible for
the people you care about to get the care and resources they need to be well.

Join us for free community-wide activities and events, both
in-person and online. Visit www.tricitymhs.org to download our
toolkit and find ways to support yourself and your loved ones.
Follow us @TriCityMHS to get invelved and spread the word!
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City staff calls Measure Y implementation ‘unsustainable’

Approval by voters last Novem-
ber of the controversial Measure Y,
a City of Pomona charter amend-
ment known as the “Pomona Kids
First” initiative, has been continu-
ing to create a lot of pencil dust
in the city’s finance department,
resulting in City Finance Director
Andrew Mowbray reporting to city
councilmembers that after imple-
menting Measure Y, the city’s
general fund will show an annual
operating deficit of $18.6 million
and the general fund balance will
be $89 million in the hole by fiscal
year 2035.

The city’s “fund balance policy”
has been to include at least 17 per-
cent of the general fund operational
budget for general fund reserves,
and the $89 million deficit figure
includes the 17 percent require-
ment.

The bleak picture came in the
routine reporting of the city’s new
10-year financial forecast, present-
ed at the Feb. 3 council meeting.

“The updated 10-year financial
forecast reiterates the overwhelm-
ing and unsustainable impact im-
plementation of Measure Y impos-
es on the general fund,” Mowbray
said in his staff report.

Working with representatives of
Urban Futures, Inc., the city’s fi-
nancial advisor since 2017, Mow-

WA

bray used the same forecast with
a February 2024 “impact analysis
report” on the possible effects of
the then-proposed “Pomona Kids
First” initiative and other issues in
the past.

The “Pomona Kids First” initia-
tive, approved by voters in a 62
percent to 38 percent outcome,
went into effect last month. If it
goes unchallenged in the courts, it
is expected to have a far-reaching
impact on the city’s budget for
years to come.

The short version of a summary
of the measure is that supporters
touted the advantages of kids’ pro-
grams to the community, and op-
ponents have objected to the plan’s
method of budgeting by charter
amendment and diverting public
funding to private groups, backed
by organizations outside of Pomo-
na, without accountability.

According to the actual bal-
lot explanation, it amends the city
charter “to require that at least 10
percent of the city’s annual unre-
stricted general purpose revenues
be allocated to children and youth
programs and services by fiscal
year 2030-2031” through a phase-
in process.

In addition to current funding
for children and youth services,
the measure required establishing

Photo courtesy of Eva Thiel-Maiz
Office of Supervisor Hilda Solis

NAACP HONORS LA NUEVA VOZ - Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz poses with California
Attorney General Rob Bonta last week in Claremont as she accepted a Community Team
Players award from the Pomona Valley Branch NAACP on behalf of La Nueva Voz at the
“Sixth Annual Freedom Fund Program.” Bonta and Los Angeles County Board of Supervi-
sors Chair Pro Tem Hilda Solis were speakers at the event on the theme “Moving Forward
in a World in Discord.” A total of 10 community leaders and “team players” were honored.

a “city department of children and
youth to administer funding for
said programs and services.”

At this month’s meeting, coun-
cilmembers learned that the up-
dated “baseline forecast” shows
the fiscal outlook for the city’s
general fund “as moving toward
slightly precarious compared to the
prior baseline forecast presented in
March 2024.”

The staff report explained that
the updated ‘“baseline forecast”
projected a persistent annual oper-
ating deficit for the general fund,
while the year-old forecast project-
ed a “slight but declining operating
surplus.”

The “primary driver” of the
annual operating deficit is an ad-
ditional CalPERS “Unfunded Ac-
crued Liability payment required
for the general fund,” an invest-
ment fund helping support public
employee pension plans.

That fund in fiscal year 2022 suf-
fered historic losses with negative
6.2 percent returns. The city’s an-
nual payment to CalPERS now in-
cludes the amortized cost of those
losses, with an annual increase of
about $2.3 million.

Included in the forecast were
two options for scenarios designed
to help offset the deficit.

First was using existing “Section
115 Trust Funds” (funds set aside
under Section 115 of the Internal
Revenue Code to fund contribu-
tions for paying post-retirement
employee benefits) to make two
additional payments of $1.9 mil-
lion to CalPERS at the end of fiscal
years 2025 and 2026, increasing
annual savings reaching $2.4 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2031 “and con-
tinuing thereafter compared to the
baseline forecast.”

A second option would be to
make the projected annual trans-
fers required by Measure Y from
the general fund to the new “chil-
dren and youth fund” and remove
an annual $2 million “youth fund-
ing commitment” to avoid duplica-
tion with Measure Y.

Under this option, the general
fund is projected to have “signifi-
cantly increasing and unsustain-
able operating deficits” that in-
crease to $18.5 million by fiscal
year 2034, with existing fund bal-
ance and reserves estimated to be
fully depleted by the end of fiscal
year 2030.

“Compared to scenario forecast

#1, scenario forecast #2 moves the
fiscal outlook for the general fund
from generally stable to insolvent
(unable to meet projected financial
obligations),” the staff report said.

Breaking it all down, the num-
bers showed the baseline forecast
10 years out would result in an an-
nual operating deficit by 2035 of
$2.2 million and a fund balance of
$30 million. Scenario forecast #1
would result in an operating surplus
of $316,000 and a fund balance of
$48.7 million. And scenario fore-
cast #2 would result in an operating
deficit of $18.5 million with a fund
balance of an $89.4 million deficit
(based on city policy of keeping 17
percent in reserves).

“While scenario forecast #l
shows the CalPERS UAL impact
can be largely mitigated with the
city’s prudent use of its Section 115
trust funds, scenario forecast #2
shows that restructuring of existing
city services that result in signifi-
cant, ongoing reduced operating
costs will be required to imple-
ment the Measure Y and maintain
solvency of the general fund,” the
staff report concluded.

One more option to change what
looks like a dismal outcome, also
discussed at the meeting, would be
to place a new initiative before the
voters at the next election (in two
years) essentially to attempt to re-
verse Measure Y with a required 50
percent plus one vote.

The problem with a legal chal-
lenge, according to wording in-
cluded in Measure Y as approved
by the voters, is that if the measure
is challenged in court, the chal-
lenge would be “defended by the
City of Pomona.”

The city’s budget-based financial
forecast “is a dynamic model of the
city’s forecasted labor costs, oper-
ating expenditures, and revenues
for the general fund,” according
to the report’s executive summary.
“Every component of the model is
driven by a set of assumptions and
variables that are intended to make
the forecast as highly predictive
and useful in understanding the
city’s future financial condition,
based on present revenues and ex-
penditures, expected changes to
such revenues and expenditures,
and the financial impact of various
scenarios the city may consider ad-
dressing in its service needs, stra-
tegic objectives, and incorporating
current fiscal sustainability poli-

cies.”

“While the forecast is not intend-
ed as a replacement or substitute
for careful monitoring and consid-
eration of the city’s annual budget
and financial statements, it is a tool
for good financial planning, rec-
ommendations and decision-mak-
ing by city leadership to help better
secure the city’s financial stability
and sustainability,” the report con-
tinued.

Yet another complication com-
pounded by the passage of Mea-
sure Y that surfaced at the same
council meeting is a new measure
to repeal the city’s current 9 per-
cent utility user tax on charges for
using water service.

Mowbray told councilmembers
the measure’s “notice of intent to
circulate a petition and proposed
initiative,” presented by Pomona
resident John Mendoza, was sub-
mitted to the city last April, seven
months before the approval of
Measure Y.

Councilmembers received the
city clerk’s “certificate of sufficien-
cy of initiative petition” at their
Jan. 6 meeting. The measure will
appear on the June 2026 ballot.

Mowbray told councilmembers
this month the Mendoza measure
would result in the “permanent re-
duction of approximately $3.2 mil-
lion in annual revenue” to the city’s
general fund.

Voter approval of the measure
would create what the staff report
on the Mendoza measure calls “an
additional estimated impact of the
proposed measure on the city’s fi-
nances in light of the fiscal trans-
fers mandated by Measure Y.” It
would bump up the city’s general
fund annual operating deficit to
$25.4 million (including the im-
pacts of Measure Y) and result in a
fund balance deficit (and depletion
of the city’s general fund reserves)
of $142.8 million — “requiring even
deeper reductions in municipal ser-
vices in order for the city to main-
tain a positive general fund posi-
tion,” the report said.

“Voter approval of the proposed
(Mendoza) measure will require
further cuts to city services funded
by the general fund including, but
not limited to, police, fire, library,
parks, recreation programs, certain
public works operations, develop-
ment services, city council, admin-
istration, city clerk, finance and hu-
man resources,” it added.
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PLATINUM GOLD SILVER BRONZE
Alcott Emerson MS Allison Barfield
Armstrong Fremont Academy Lincoln
Arroyo Golden Springs Lopez

Cortez (K-8) Harrison (K-8) Madison
Decker Kellogg Marshall MS
Lexington (K-8) Kingsley Westmont
Pantera Lorbeer MS
Park West HS Pomona HS
Philadelphia Ranch Hills
Roosevelt San Jose (K-8)
Vejar (K-8) Simons MS
Washington

Congratulations to all our schools for being recognized for their exceptional efforts
in creating safe, supportive environments. Through whole-school practices that
address the social, emotional, behavioral, and learning needs of every student,

these schools are fostering a positive and inclusive atmosphere for all.

#Proud2bePUSD

Positive Behavior

www.pusd.org - Interventions
& Supports (PBIS)
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An estimated 2,500 households
from the San Gabriel Valley area
impacted by a combination of
power outages and wildfires re-
ceived much-needed resources
last month at a drive-through
food distribution program in Ir-
windale hosted by Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors
Chair Pro Tem Hilda Solis.

Residents also have been im-
pacted by related challenges
including job losses, food in-
security and the soaring cost of
housing.

“As we continue to assess the
full scope of assistance in the
wake of these hardships, it’s es-
sential that we come together to
support those struggling,” Solis
said. “This distribution is just
one of many steps toward help-
ing our neighbors recover and
rebuild.”

And, she said in a brief inter-
view with La Nueva Voz at the
Saturday morning event, the
need extends through Los Ange-
les County and “will be with us
for a long time.”

Included in the three-hour
give-away at the now-closed Ir-
windale Speedway — reminiscent

sor Solis
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Pro Tem Hilda Solis loads oranges and other food items into the trunk of a car at last month's drive-

ibution for 2,500 families

through food distribution program in Irwindale as her husband, Sam Sayyad, at rear, gives her a hand. At left, Solis shows members of the news media
some of the items residents were receiving -- from water to "Beyond Burger" and even frozen chickens.

of similar drive-throughs not too
long ago during COVID — were
food, water, diapers, pet food,
essential items and masks, along
with resource information “for
those who have been impacted
by the fires and tremendous
winds that have in many ways
impacted people here through-
out the foothill areas and the San
Gabriel Valley,” Solis said to
volunteers and news media rep-
resentatives just before the Jan.
25 event.

“It really does take a village
for all of us to come together
and put this on,” she said.
“This was put together in less
than two weeks.”

Solis thanked all of the vol-
unteers for coming together
and “for heeding the call.”

“And nobody said no when
we called to ask for their help,”
she said.

Some of the donors have par-
ticipated at events organized by
Solis going back to the COVID

give-aways, she said.

Her husband Sam Sayyad was
on hand to help Solis personally
load the cars throughout distribu-
tion.

The event was scheduled for 9
a.m. to noon — and it got under
way pretty much right on time
with volunteers skillfully aligned
in three drive-through lanes, six
“stations” in each lane, and vol-
unteers serving four cars at a time
in each lane. Cars were already
lined up out into the street from

well before 7 a.m., according to
one of some 130 volunteers.

Michael Flood, director of Los
Angeles Regional Food Bank,
supplier of most of the food sup-
plies at the event, thanked Solis
for organizing the event and said
his organization worked with her
during the pandemic.

He said the “circumstances to-
day in response to the fires are
different” but said the similarity
is the example of how the com-
“Drive-through” distribution... pg. 5
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MURICEPAL WATER DRSTRICT

range from high

THREE VALLEYS

Rebates: Residential and

commercial rebates offered can

appliances and irrigation systems
to turf replacement programs.
For more information visit

bewaterwise.com

WATER 101 AND MONEY SAVING TIPS

efficiency

Conservation Kits: Your city may
offer conservation kits that include
common household leak repair
items such as toilet flaps and
shower aerators. Be sure to check
for guidelines and any other

programs that may be offered.

Did you know that many local retail water agencies and cities offer
water saving incentive programs? Be sure to check with your local
water supplier to see what is available for you to use. Many offer
programs at little to no cost.

Landscape Evaluation Program:
Professionals can audit your
current property and help identify
water consumption and possible
risks. After the evaluation you are
advised on how you can tune up

your current irrigation system.
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Assembly Speaker Rivas officiates at Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez communlty swearing in’

California Assembly Speaker
Robert Rivas told a standing room
only crowd in Chino this month
that Pomona’s new Assemblymem-
ber Michelle Rodriguez “embodies
the kind of leadership that we need
more of right now.”

Speaking to a crowd of nearly
300 supporters and friends of Ro-
driguez at a “community swearing
in” her district office in Chino, Ri-
vas said Michelle and her husband
Freddie Rodriguez, who repre-
sented the 53rd Assembly District
before her, “have always had my
back.”

He said that’s why he appointed
her to the position of assistant ma-
jority whip in Sacramento “because
so many times when we have these
really tough votes . . . we have to
mobilize so many of our members
to talk to other legislators to con-
vince them why we need to support
this bill.”

Rivas said “things are so nega-

tive” in politics today.

“Michelle is grounded in humil-
ity and is driven by honesty,” he
said. “She doesn’t just speak to her
constituents . . . but she listens to all
of you . . . she values your voices
and reflects those hopes, the con-
cerns in every decision that she has
to make.”

He added that Rodriguez leads
with authenticity, “always putting
people first, and is reminding us
that real progress always comes
from staying connected to the com-
munities we serve.”

“We have a lot of work to do and

e |

Photo by Jeff Schenkel
‘COMMUNITY’ SWEARING IN -- California Assembly Speaker Robert Rivas, at right, ad-
ministers the oath of office this month in a “community swearing in” for Assemblymember Mi-
chelle Rodriguez, at left, as her husband, former Assemblymember Freddie Rodriguez, looks
on. Their grandson Jacob Hernandez is pictured holding the Bible at the event in Chino.

we know we can no longer settle
for good intentions, we know that
we have to measure ourselves by
outcomes, by results, by fighting
for the people who we represent...
to ensure that we’re making the
lives of Californians better,” Rivas
said.

He said if legislators see policies
that are “falling short,” they have to

“do everything we can to fix those
policies.”

“If resources aren’t reaching the
communities and those residents
who need the most, then we have
to do our best to redirect them,” he
said. “It’s not just about assigning
blame but it’s about embracing our
responsibility as legislators here
in California, the greatest state on
earth, to make a difference.”

“The only way forward is not to
just focus on Donald Trump and
all the crazy things he does from
day to day, but it’s to acknowledge
what can be done better here in
California and do it better,” he said
before administering the oath of of-
fice. “I look forward to beginning
this journey with Michelle with a
lot of hope in our hearts and some
purpose in our minds to do the best
work we possibly can.”

Rodriguez told her supporters

"Drive-through" distribution... from pg. 4

munity comes together in times
of need.

Volunteers from throughout
the San Gabriel and Pomona
Valleys included many from Po-
mona including both Athens Ser-
vices and Valley Vista Services,
each with nearly a dozen team
members on hand to volunteer.

Valley Vista Services also
provided breakfast burritos for
the volunteers before the event,

NAACP of Pomona Valley was
on hand to serve breakfast,
God’s Pantry of Pomona provid-
ed 11 volunteers, and Pomona’s
Kennedy Austin Foundation had
a team of volunteers on hand, as
well.

Representatives of more than
five organizations from the Los
Angeles County Employees As-
sociation, representing the coun-
ty’s 100,000 employees, were

on hand to help — many of them
residents of Los Angeles County.

“So the destruction, everything
that’s happening, the food inse-
curity in Los Angeles County,
it affects all of us and so we
are here to help out in this great
event to support the community,
something that everyone needs,”
said Edward Yen, executive offi-
cer for the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors.

La Nueva Voz...
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Yelp!
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she’s “ready to serve my commu-
nity because I'm a fighter and when
someone says I can’t do it, I say
watch me.”

“I’ve had the privilege to live in
the district my entire life,” Rodri-
guez said, adding that she was born
and raised in Ontario. “From the
experience of my life I understand
first hand the challenges faced by
working families.”

And, with her work in Sacramen-
to already under way, she told her
supporters she had just joined an ef-
fort “to sign a $2.5 billion wildfire
recovery package to assist in aiding
building schools, homes and com-
munities devastated by the fires.”

She said that bill was personal to

Photo by Duane Smith
POMONA CROWD TURNS OUT -- Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez' 53rd Assembly District includes Pomona, Chino, Ontario, Upland
and Montclair, but Pomona clearly was well-represented at her "community" swearing in this month, as evidenced in this "Pomona crowd"
photo. Included were enough members of the Pomona City Council to convene an official meeting, State Sen. Susan Rubio (at far right),
Pomona Chamber of Commerce Board Chair Nef Cortez, Benny Ayala of Fairplex, the Pomona Police Officers' Association and others.

her because her sons, a Los Ange-
les County sheriff’s deputy and a
firefighter, are out there on the front
lines.

“I am committed to be the voice
of public safety, equity, housing and
working families in Sacramento,”
she said. “I look forward to the im-
pact we will make for the residents
of the 53rd Assembly District.”

Rodriguez’ official swearing in
was on Dec. 2 in Sacramento. A
Democrat, she won her seat with a
58 percent to 42 percent vote over
Republican Nick Wilson in the No-
vember election.

The 53rd Assembly District in-
cludes Pomona, Chino, Ontario,
Upland and Montclair.

The church has been holding this sale for more than a century!

Information: (909) 622-1373

Housewares * Furniture - Small Appliances -« Linens * Toys * Tools
Clothing (men’s, women’s and children) + Costumes * Jewelry
Nuts & Bolts « Decorations * Treasure Chest Items * & More!

Huge Rummage Sale
Gran Venta de Articulos Usados

Pilgrim Congregational Church

Saturday, April 5.
from 8 am to 1 pm
Sabado, 5 de Abril.
de8ama 1pm

600 N. Garey Ave.
Pomona

Articulos para el Hogar - Muebles ¢ Electrodomésticos
Herramienta « Juguetes « Ropa para hombres, mujeres y nifios
Trajes y Disfraces * Tuercas y Tornillos + Adornos
Cofre de Tesoros * y Mucho Mas!

Bake Sale Open All Day - Plenty of Parking

Venta de reposteria todo el dia + Amplio estacionamiento
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Cole and her campaign commit-
tee were included on a statewide
listing of 1,054 cases involving
elected officials, candidates, gov-
ernmental employees and others
required to submit FPPC filings.
Last year’s FPPC administrative
fines totaled $802,238 — the high-
est since 2017, officials said.

Cole’s FPPC Case Number
2024-00224 “Stipulation, decision
and order” was for “Campaign
Statement/Report Late Reporter
Violations” of California Govern-
ment Code Section 84211, Regu-
lation 18421.10 “Reporting con-
tributions from Limited Liability

Companies.”
She and her “candidate con-
trolled” campaign committee

were fined $400, or $200 for each
of two alleged violations related
to the January through June, 2023
semi-annual reporting period and
the July through December, 2023
semi-annual reporting period, ac-
cording to the order.

“Respondents” to such FPPC
actions are required to sign a state-
ment acknowledging the viola-
tions, waive rights to contest the
matter in a hearing, and acknowl-
edge payment of the penalties.

The matter was on the FPPC
agenda last October.

In Los Angeles County, to put
this in perspective, the two suc-
cessful FPPC prosecutions closest
to Pomona were for alleged viola-
tions by the city manager of Rose-
mead (fined $800, “statements of
economic interest non-reporter’)
and an Alhambra planning com-
missioner (fined $200, “statements
of economic interest non-filer”).

Fines for Los Angeles County
officials totaled $114,093, with
the largest single penalty levied
against former Los Angeles Coun-
ty Sheriff Alex Villanueva for al-
legedly laundered campaign con-
tributions in his 2018 campaign
(fined $57,500).

La Nueva Voz only by chance
discovered the alleged “conflict
of interest” investigation on the
FPPC web site — the “No Action
Closure Letter” was sent by the
FPPC to Cole “in response to a
sworn complaint alleging you
violated Section 84308 of the (Po-
litical Reform) Act by receiving
contributions from a party/partici-
pant and then voting on an item in
which the party/participant had a
financial interest.”

“After completing our review of

Short list... from pg. 1

the case, we are closing this mat-
ter as to this allegation without
further action,” Rinehart’s letter
continued.

“Our review determined that
there is insufficient evidence to
support a finding that you had
reason to know the contributions
from Sada Management LLC
were required to be aggregated
and attributed to Sharon and Doug
Alvey,” the letter explained.

Sada Management LLC’s prin-
cipal address, according to the
California Secretary of State’s
web site, is 496 E. Holt Ave., Po-
mona, where A.J.’s Super Pawn is
located. Sharon Alvey is listed as
the LLC’s agent. The LLC’s ini-
tial filing date was Feb. 24, 2022.

“Neither Sharon nor Doug Al-
vey disclosed the contributions
on the record at the Oct. 16, 2023
proceeding (and) Doug Alvey
failed to disclose the contribu-
tions when the appeal application
was submitted on Sept. 14,2023,”
the letter continued, referring to a
related Pomona Historic Preserva-
tion Commission proceeding.

“Your committee failed to
timely disclose the name of the re-
sponsible officers on its campaign
statements for the contributions
received from Sada Management
LLC, and there is no evidence to
suggest that you had knowledge
that the Sada Management LLC
contributions must be aggregated
and attributed to Sharon and Doug
Alvey,” Rinehart said in the letter.

“Therefore, there is insufficient
evidence to support a finding that
you violated Section 84308 of the
Act,” she said.

The letter stated that “even
though we are closing our file on
this allegation, please be advised
of Section 84308 and the conflict-
of-interest provisions of the Act in
any future actions you may take in
your capacity as a public official.”

Rinehart sent yet another let-
ter in the matter to Doug Alvey —
this one a “warning letter” — after
the FPPC’s enforcement division
found he filed an appeal of a City
of Pomona Historic Preservation
Commission action.

The short version of what hap-
pened leading up to this letter, de-
termined after sorting through city
documents and reviewing archived
proceedings, is Sada Management
LLC wanted to make changes to a
house located on their property at
451 E. Center St., next to a park-

ing lot used by Catalyst Cannabis
Dispensary and other businesses
in the area. Doug and Sharon Al-
vey identified themselves as part
owners of Catalyst at the store’s
ribbon cutting when it opened in
December 2021.

City staff, in its recommenda-
tion, told commissioners the house
did not meet the criteria for his-
toric significance, commissioners
disagreed, Sada Management ap-
pealed to the city council, and city
councilmembers — including Cole
—unanimously voted to uphold the
appeal.

At issue were two checks dur-
ing 2023 — each for $249 — from
Sada to the Cole campaign, and
archived in reporting documents
in the Pomona City Clerk’s sec-
tion of the city’s web site.

Rinehart’s letter to Alvey stated
the FPPC found that the contribu-
tions to the Cole campaign were
not disclosed either when filing
the appeal of the Historic Pres-
ervation Commission’s action or
when the appeal came before the
city council for a vote.

Those disclosures are required
under California’s Political Re-
form Act, according to the letter.

The letter said the FPPC en-
forcement division decided to
close the case with only a warning
letter because the contributions
“were greater than the limit by less
than $250,” it appeared Alvey was
not familiar with provisions of the
act, and he had no history of vio-
lating the act.

Even so, the letter said, failure
to comply with provisions of the
act in the future could result in
penalties of up to $5,000 for each
violation.

La Nueva Voz reached out to
Alvey for comment but received
an e-mail response, instead, from
Sharon Alvey, who summarized
by saying “a finding was made
that it was an honest mistake . . .
which it was.”

“The duplicate donation was
returned,” she added, explaining
that she works with an attorney to
make sure her contributions match
up to her attorney’s spreadsheet at
the end of the reporting period.

“This ensures that there will
never be such an error again,” she
said.

According to the archived vid-
eo of the Oct. 16, 2023, Pomona
City Council meeting, discussions
touched on the “possibility” that

Sada Management was consider-
ing demolishing the Craftsman
style bungalow in question to
provide additional parking for the
businesses facing Holt Avenue,
although no application for de-
molition was pending at that time.
Staff pointed out that the house on
the site is surrounded by parking.
Alvey did not comment on her
specific plans in her response to
La Nueva Voz.

Cole received a total of $12,656
in campaign contributions dur-
ing the 2023 calendar year. Sada
Management was the only LLC on
the list.

In Cole’s previous fine from the
FPPC in Case No. 2021-00023,
she agreed to a $327 penalty for
late reporting. La Nueva Voz dis-
covered the 2021 violations by
chance during on-line research for
her latest round of penalties.

The FPPC “Stipulation, Deci-

sion and Order” named both Cole
and her campaign committee in
connection with violations of
Section 84211 of the California
Government Code, which requires
filings by candidates of both con-
tributions and expenditures. Cole
was identified as both “candidate
and treasurer.”

Specifically, the fine for “activ-
ity not timely reported” was for
“pre-election” reporting of $3,222
in campaign expenditures dur-
ing the July 1 through Sept. 19,
2020 reporting period, for a fine of
$196, and reporting of $1,047 in
campaign expenditures during the
Sept. 20 through Oct. 17, 2020 re-
porting period, for a fine of $131,
for a total of $327.

The case was closed on June 4,
2021.

La Nueva Voz attempted over a
period of several days to reach out
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La Nueva_ Voz is a sponsor of the 21st Annual Cesar Chavez Breakfast.
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LATINO AND LATINA
ROUNDTABLE

INVITES YOU!
THE 21ST ANNUAL

CESAR CHAVEZ
BREAKFAST

Special Guest MC
Dr. Martha Gonzalez

Chicana musician, artist, activist, and feminist theorist

Honorees:
MARCH 28TH, 2025 Joie Caldeton

SAM-10AM Pitzer College Emeritus Professor
CHECK-IN STARTS AT 7AM

Rose Calderon

. Community Organizer & Artist
Sheraton TFairplex ‘

601 W MCKINLEY AVE, Paul Botello

Community-Based Art Muralist
POMONA, CA 91768
Mark Ramos

President of the UFCW Local 1428

PURCHASE YOUR
TICKETS TODAY!

Pasadena Community Job Center &
NDLON 2nd Responders

Providing relie]/ & recovery for recent fires

Community Star:

Maria Galvan
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Close to Home

Specialized Care for Your Little Ones

For those emergencies where every second counts,
Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center (PYHMC) is
your local Emergency Department Approved for
Pediatrics.

Qur dedicated Emergency Department physicians,
nurses and staff are trained and nationally certified
in both emergency pediatric medicine and
advanced life support.

We believe every patient, big or small, deserves
expert care right around the corner.

To learn more, visit us at pvhmc.org/PedsED.

MEDICAL CENTER
WOMEN'S AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES

Expert care with a personal touch

1798 N. Garey Ave., Pomona, CA 91767 | 909.865.9500

www.pvhmcorg @@ Q)

Photo by Renee Barbee
PROGRESS AT POMONA'S EBELL -- Historical Society of Pomona Valley Board members toured progress inside
the Ebell Museum last month after a fire last year damaged part of the historic building right as remodeling was
getting under way. And, as pictured in the ballroom above, work on everything is coming right along. Historical
Society President Deborah Clifford told La Nueva Voz the cost of refurbishing and repairing is expected to be nearly
$4 million. Breaking it out, she said the cost of repairing fire damage should be about $800,000.

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE LIVES UP TO ITS NAME -- Members of the Assistance League of Pomona Valley stepped
up in the aftermath of the fires last month to provide, well, assistance to victims in the San Gabriel Valley. While
members of the local chapter were safe, family and friends of members lost homes and belongings. Members
gathered together supplies for distribution sites in Pasadena and, when they dropped them off and asked what else
was needed, they were told hot meals for 40 people. They returned the following day with 57 hot meals that were
dropped off at St. Philip the Apostle Church in Pasadena for firefighters, workers and displaced individuals. Interest-
ingly, according to a news release, the Assistance League had its beginnings with the San Francisco earthquake
and fire in 1906. "Thankfully, our members were able to come together (and) work quickly . . . to meet the needs
of our greater community and our neighbors," said Pomona Valley President Suzanne Miller. Pictured is member
Denise Delgado loading supplies in a car including hygiene kits, toiletries and more.
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Photos by Renee Barbee
DECEMBER, JANUARY OPTIMIST STUDENTS -- Pomona Optimist Club “Students of the Month” for December and
January received their recognitions last week in ceremonies at the Pomona Eagles. All are from Pantera Elementary
School in Diamond Bar. Pictured, from left, are winners, all sixth graders, Sophia Caldera (December), Kaci Xie
(January), Alexander Osornio (December) and Kydan Lam (January). Back row, from left, are Optimist members
Fernando Meza, Darren Knowles, Arturo Jimenez, Optimist President Lorraine Canales, Dr. Roberta Periman and
Claudia Kidmy.
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November received their recognitions last month in ceremonies at the Pomona Eagles. All are from Pomona's Arroyo TS T, T'mw

OCTOBER, NOVEMBER OPTIMIST TUDENTS -- Pomona Optimist Club "Students of the Month" for October and

Elementary School. Pictured, from left, are Sonia Molina, Optimist Vice President; Kamille Hemsworth, representing
Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez; Lovette Hernandez and Felicia Borja (November winners); Sophia Jimenez
and Enox Hernandez-Gochez (October winners); and Optimist Club President Lorraine Canales.
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Photo by Tom Zasadzinski
CAL POLY POMONA WINNING TEAM -- Members of the Cal Poly Pomona women's soccer team, winners in De-
cember of the NCAA Division |l national championship, stopped by a Pomona Chamber of Commerce "Coffee Con-
nection" last month at the Chamber's Downtown Pomona office to say hello and meet the gang. Pictured, from left,
are (front row) Karra Brunst (team manager), Aly Papka, Jaclyn Cuevas, Ryan Grace, Lizzy Northcott, Sabine Ramos,
Kailey Powers; (middle row) Lindsay Sung, Lavinia Vaipulu, Kat Aguayo, Kiarra D’Arcangelo, Giselle Samayoa, Abria
Smith, Marisa Salazar, Maddy Tjon, Haley Hong, Emilee Tominovich (assistant coach); (back row) Dan Richards (as- T' ( hffs ﬂvﬂi Lﬂs Lf How ?q T

sistant coach), Auburn Burnett, Tara Oper, Jay Mason (head coach), Vanessa Cruz, Tatum Bowers, Angelina Rivas,

Mikaela Marr, Jenna Tetrault, Bella Hara, Georgia Rink. It was the first national title in the team's history and the
15th team national title in Cal Poly Pomona athletics history. The team also was ranked number one in the nation LACOUNWFAIR.COM
for the first time ever at the end of the season, according to Cal Poly's Assistant Athletics Director-Communications

Alex Kline. Tara Oper was named "National Player of the Year," Oper and Vanessa Cruz were named "First Team
All-Americans," and head coach Jay Mason and the coaching staff were named "National Coaching Staff of the Year."
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2025 Honda

C" V" C SEDAN SPORT CVT

for up o 72 months

On New 2024 70X

9399 Autoplex Drive, Montclalr, CA 91763 - (909) 625-5000  metrohonda.com
Terms available on approved credit. Expires 4/3/25.
See Metro Honda for Complete Details. Subject to vehicle availability.

Los términos de acuerdo a crédito aprobado. Efectivo hasta 4/3/25.
Visite Metro Honda para detalles completos. Sujeto a disponibilidad de vehiculos.

GetCareNow!

Reserve your ER arrival time for
non-life threatening emergencies.

Faster treatment so they’ll
get back to being rock stars!

With GetCareNow, you have the power to schedule
your arrival time, minimizing wait times and ensuring
prompt attention from our dedicated medical team.
Scan the QR code to reserve your ER arrival time.

CHING MONTCLAIR: SAN DIMAS:
cvmec.com/ montclair-hospital.org/f sandimashospital.com/
getcarenow getcarenow getcarenow
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Chino Valley Montclair Hospital San Dimas :
Medical Center Medical Center Community Hospital
Emergency Room Emergency Room Emergency Room
5451 Walnut Avenue ‘)t};..') ::._. 1 Bernarding Street 1350 Covina Boulevard
809-464-8600 809-525-5411 809-599-6811

Chino Valley Medical Center
Montclair Hospital Medical Center
San Dimas Community Hospital

Members of Prime Healtheare | Inland Empire Region

TRUVEN HEAL

15 TOP
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Photos by Renee Barbee

Organizers of the Optimist Club of Pomona’s “Sip and Paint Day” fundraiser are, from left, Fernando Meza,
Ruby Jung, President Lorraine Canales, Sonia Molina and M. Joyce Bakersmith.

L [ .

OPTIMISTS HOLD ‘SIP AND PAINT’ DAY
-- Tracy Evanson, at left, and Essence
Guss, second from right, both of Healed
Women Heal, pose for the La Nueva Voz
camera last month at a “Sip and Paint Day”
fundraiser sponsored by the Optimist Club
of Pomona at The dA Center for the Arts.
Participants enjoyed lunch, mimosas and
painting on canvas with a Valentine’s Day
theme. Did we mention there were raffle
baskets involved?

Pomona Optimist Club member Pau-
lette Young shows off her painting at the
club’s “Sip and Paint Day” fundraiser at
the dA.

‘Green Ribbon Week’ ribbons available at Tri-City

Looking for those little green ribbons to pin
on and celebrate the annual “Green Ribbon
Week’ and help promote mental health aware-
ness?

You can pick them up for free — along with a
variety of reference information, resource fly-
ers, “toolkit” printouts and more — at Pomona’s
Tri-City Mental Health at several locations.

Just stop by Tri-City’s adult clinic at 2008
N. Garey Ave., the children’s clinic at 1900
Royalty Ave., and the Wellness Center at 1403
N. Garey Ave.

Supplies are limited and available on a first-
come, first-served basis.

Green Ribbon Week, celebrated each year
during the third week of March, this year is
March 17 through 21 on the theme “Thrive in
Mind.” It is officially recognized by the cit-
ies of Pomona, La Verne and Claremont to
enhance public awareness of mental health to
help end the stigma and to help people receive
the care and resources they need to be well.

For more information, visit http://www.
tricitymhs.org.

VITA |

YOLUNTEER IMCOME TAX
ASSISTANCE CLIMIC

e

Cal Poly
Pomona

The Accounting Department of Cal Poly Pomona’s College of
Business Administration is offering free income tax
preparation/assistance to eligible taxpayers.

Our trained volunteers can help you navigate the tax process and
ensure you get all the credits and deductions you're eligible for.
Visit us at one of our locations and let us help you!

FREE INCOME TAX PREPARATION

Walk-in tax preparation is available at:

Baldwin Park Library
4181 Baldwin Park Blvd
March1&29|11am -4 pm

Duarte Library
1301 Buena Vista 5t
March 8 & April 5| 11am - 4pm

El Monte Library
3224 Tyler Ave
March 22 |11 am - 4 pm

Sunkist Library
840 Puente Ave
March 15 & April 12 | 11am - 4pm

Pomana Public Library
625 S. Garey Ave

Every Saturday, March 1 - April12 |11 am - 4 pm

What To Bring;
= Proof of identification (photo 1D)
= For married filing jointly, both spouses must be present
# Social Security cards or Individual Taxpayer Identification Numbers
(ITIN) documents for you, your spouse, and dependents (if any)
= Can substitute with a 1099-SRA, IRS Transcript, or your past
year's tax return done by Cal Poly Pomona VITA
* Birth dates for all on the tax return
* Forms W-2, W-2G, 1099 and 1098
» Information for all deductions and credits (such as property taxes,
charitable contributions, business expenses for self-employment
work)
* Health insurance forms (1095-A, B, or C) or health insurance
exemption
» Total paid to daycare provider and their tax ID number
* For renters, the name, address and phone number of the landlord
A copy of last year’s federal return, if available
* Bank account routing & account number (void check) for direct
deposit

* Help applying for ITIN * |RS-Certified VITA Program IRS
= Multiple languages available e Sponsored by Cal Poly Pomona's
College of Business
Administration
Don't wait and miss out on this opportunity to get your taxes
done for free!
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Photo by Renee Barbee
COMMERCIAL BUILDING LEVELED -- An early-morning fire in a vacant commercial structure on Jan. 31 in the 400 block of North Garey
Avenue in Pomona destroyed much of the building as seen in the photo above. A Los Angeles County Fire Department spokesperson said the
first units were dispatched at 5:24 a.m. and were on the scene at 5:28 a.m. They found heavy smoke coming from the single-story building,
upgraded to a second alarm at 5:36 a.m. and knocked down the fire at 7:15 a.m. Nearly 70 firefighters were on the scene. There were no
injuries and no indication of a cause. The fire was right across the street to the north of The Union, formerly Pomona's old YMCA.

Photos courtesy of Pomona Unified School District | 1 " 1 g
SCIENCE FAIR FIRST PLACE JUNIOR DIVISION -- Diego Scott, a sixth grade student at -4 . ' :' : STl TSR R L | -
Westmont Elementary School, shows off his entry in the Sarah Ross Science Fair this month. ; L L Bt ] R ;
He won first place in the junior division (grades six through eight) for his project “Harnessing
Light: A Truly Bright Project.”

T TYS P s P 'UNPRESIDENT'S DAY' MARCH IN POMONA - Protestors callmg for a halt to the cnmmahzatlon detentlon and deportatlon of immigrants"
SARAH.ROSS S.CIENCE FAI.R WINNERS -- Romona Um.f'ed S.ChOOI District's annual S_arah staged a two-hour rally and march on Presidents' Day beginning at Main Street and Mission Boulevard in Downtown Pomona. Marchers in
Ross Science Fair was he!d this month atthe Village at Indian Hill and showcased 79 projects what they called a "Pro-Migrant Unpresident's Day" event -- with placards that said "ICE out of Pomona," "The Pilgrims were Immigrants" and
created 'by 140 studepts in grades six thr_ough 12 from 19_ PUSD schools. S_tudents from other slogans -- reminded passers-by that Pomona is a "sanctuary city." The event was coordinated by a coalition consisting of members of
Pomona’s Western Umv_ersny of Health_ Sme_nces s_erved as judges. Winners will go on to t_he the Latino and Latina Roundtable, the organization "ICE out of Pomona," and other groups and individuals. Pomona police officials said they
Los Angeles County Science and Engineering Fair next month. Members of the Promoting o oiveq five police reports of graffiti-related vandalism - at police headquarters and at the city council chambers - believed to be related
to the march.

Academic Achievement Committee of Pomona's Promise awarded scholarships to the win-
ners. Pictured at right is first place senior division (grades nine through 12) winner Jennifer
Mota, an 11th grade student at Ganesha High School, explaining her project "Art in Nature."

CAL FIRE CREWS PASSING THROUGH -- La Nueva Voz saw several Cal Flre trucks Imed up outside Jack in the Box on West Mlssmn
Boulevard in Pomona and stopped for a quick "photo op" while the firefighters were stopping for coffee during the recent fires late last month.
A team member wasn't sure where they were heading next although he thought their orders might have been to head on down to the fires
HONORABLE MENTION -- One of three honorable mentions in the senior division of the in the San Diego area. And on Valentine's Day, La Nueva Voz also spotted an entire Cal Fire encampment fenced off in the parking lot at
Sarah Ross Science Fair was the “Infinity Well,” a project created by Hailey Rodriguez-Gar- ~ Santa Anita Park racetrack in Arcadia where crew members were actually living in trailers while helping with the clean-up after the rains.
cia, at left, and Camila Aguilar, both ninth graders at Pomona'’s Village Academy High School. Great job, guys!
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Tri City seeks public comment on
Prop. 1 changes in mental health funding

Tri City Mental Health commissioners,
governing board members, supporters and
members of the public participated last
month in a community forum in Claremont
to receive, in many cases, a “first look™ at
what is on the horizon for public mental
health services in California — essentially
sweeping changes and dramatic expansion
of services in the first major overhaul of
mental health services in the state since vot-
ers passed the Mental Health Services Act
(Proposition 63) in 2004.

The reworking of California’s mental
health system was made possible by Propo-
sition 1, a
statewide
ballot mea-
sure ap-
proved by
voters  last
year.

Heading
the list of
changes, to
give read-
ers an idea
of  where
everything is heading, is an update to the
name of the Mental Health Services Act
(MHSA) itself to what now will be known as
California’s Behavioral Health Services Act
(BHSA), reflecting a shift to include treat-
ment of substance use disorders.

The measure also expands services for
which coun-
ties and the
state can use
funds, and
it authorizes
$6.38 billion
in bonds to
build mental
health treat-
ment facili-
ties for those
with mental
health and

| i 11l
Ontson Placide

Ron Vera

substance use m

challenges.

And Propo-
sition 1 also
helps provide
housing  for
the homeless.

Fund -
ing will still
come from
what is called
the “million-
aire’s  tax,”
in which tax-
payers making more than a million dollars
a year in personal income are taxed an ad-
ditional one percent.

Sara Rodriguez, Tri City’s MHSA projects
manager, told the group they will see under
the new plan an expansive opportunity to ad-
dress public need while “we are going to see
the state take a bigger percent off the top,”
10 percent compared to the current 5 percent
under MHSA.

“This allows funds to be used for drug and
alcohol treatment for people without mental
illness,” she explained. “This also prioritiz-
es housing” and “specifically the chronically
homeless.”

Planning is already under way for when
the act goes into effect on July 1, 2026, and
Tri City is interested in receiving public in-
put — both now and through additional com-
munity meetings as more information be-
comes finalized.

“The bottom line for this in terms of the
transition is to really transform from more of
the innovative side to treatment and services
for housing and for the chronically mentally
ill,” said Tri City Executive Director Ontson
Placide. “So what that really means is how
much money do we receive from MHSA
on a pretty consistent annual basis and how
would that be redistributed.”

Claremont City Councilmember Jed Lea-
no, who serves as Tri City’s Board Chair,

Mental health funding... pg. 18
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Nef Cortez

Broker Associate
DRE# 00560181

1411 S Diamond Bar Blvd
gy Diamond Bar, CA 91765
Office: (909) 610-6303
Cell: (909) 762-8135
Fax: (908) 752-3163
NefCortez@gmail.com
www.nefcortez.com

office independently owned and operated.
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Free Community Seminars

It's a New Year,
Put Your Heart Into It!

Tuesday, March 11 from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.

Casa Colina Hospital and Centers for Healthcare, Loverso Education
Center, Building 1E » 255 East Bonita Avenue, Pomona, CA 91767

Join us to learn about:

* How diabetes affects your heart * What is a “healthy fat"?

* Improve cholesterol with simple « Adding fiber for a healthy heart
lifestyle changes * Question and answer session

Cooking for
a Healthier You

Tuesday, March 25 from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.
Casa Colina Hospital and Centers for Healthcare, Casa Colina Hospital
Cafe, Building 2 = 255 East Bonita Avenue, Pomona, CA 91767
Join us for a cooking demo and discussion:

= Crafting and sampling healthier meals
and quick and easy snacks

« Making sense of food labels
and ingredients on packaging

+ Selecting nutritious food within your budget
# Saving time by preparing meals in advance

* Tips for wholesome cooking
* Question and answer session

PRESENTED BY

Melanie Barbee, MS, RDN, CDCES, DipACLM

Registered Dietitian with WesternU
and Cenified Diabetes Care &
Education Specialist

Three easy ways to register!

= Call 866/724-4132

* Online at
casacolina.org/communityevents

= Scan the AR code _'_-r.

CASA COLINA

Hospital and Centars for Healthcare

Refreshments will .
Where Better Begi

be served and erier Begms

space is limited. www.casacolina.org « €3 (©) X I
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Cuentito for today: The big car wreck!!

By Susie Perales

The older we get the more
doctor field trips we get to go
to. Today was one of those
trips. I hate driving in heavy
traffic. I left 45 minutes early
to make sure I arrived early to
see my cardiologist. I couldn’t
believe how much traffic there
was.

Unfortunately, I got there
a little bit late. Luckily, they
weren’t very upset, because I
was only about 10 minutes late.
The waiting room was almost
empty. They called me in right
away. But, I waited for the doc-
tor for about 30 minutes.

I was rushing to get there
on time and he was later than
I was! The doctor came in and
said everything looked fine.
But I learned that two of my
medications cause weight gain!
No wonder my blouses hiked
up THREE sizes since last year!
It’s terrible.

These days I have a hard time
putting my socks and shoes
on. I always feel like I did an
hour at the dang gym! But, on
the bright side, I don’t have to
come back to see the cardiolo-

gist for another year. I saw the
doctor for a whole FIVE min-
utes. But I was glad it was over.
We were very happy to be out
of there, because we were very
hungry.

While we were on our way out
to the parking lot, I clicked my
car key to find our car. As we
got closer to it, I spotted a dent
and scratches on the back right
side of our car. I tried opening
the hatch and it wouldn’t budge.
I noticed another huge dent and
crack on the keyhole area.

I was so upset that someone
had wrecked our car and de-
cided it was a good idea to take
off! I was so angry I could spit
bullets! I looked around the
parking lot to see if the culprit
who thrashed our car was still
lurking around there. Then all
of a sudden I burst into happy
tears and laughter. I looked at
the license plate and realized
the car was not our car! But, it
looked exactly like our girl, sil-
ver, Honda CRV! Ay, dios mio,
que dia tan chistoso! (OMG!
What a hilarious day!) Y se
acab¢ el cuentito.

SUPPORT VOUR LOCAL FARMERS MARKET!
Y27 SATURDAY 4 - 1200
MT. SAN ANTONIO COLLEGE

1100 N GRAND AVE, LOT B
WALNUT, CA 91789

SAN GAERIEL VALLEY
WWW.REGIONALCHAMBERSGV.COM

EPA fines Superior Grocers for illegal unregistered products

Superior Grocers has agreed to
pay $253,909 in fines for alleged
violations in a settlement with the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency over claims of illegal distri-
bution of unregistered disinfectant
products through 47 stores through
California, including the store in
Pomona.

According to an EPA news re-
lease, the settlement with Super
Center Concepts, doing business as
Superior Grocers, the alleged viola-
tions — involving two different prod-
ucts — occurred in 2020.

The company no longer distrib-
utes the disinfectants or offers them
for sale.

A California Department of Pes-
ticide Regulation inspection at Su-
perior Grocers’ Santa Ana location,
followed by an EPA investigation,
allegedly revealed the company had
distributed “Home Line Antibacteri-
al Wipes,” an unregistered disinfec-
tant that claimed it was “antibacte-
rial” and “kills germs,” to 47 stores
throughout the state.

An EPA spokesperson confirmed
to La Nueva Voz that one of the

stores was located in Pomona. The
spokesperson said once the Santa
Ana location was identified, the
EPA investigated the distribution
from the company’s warehouses to
stores to determine where the prod-
ucts could have been sold.

A second product, “Ha Ha Fu
Sterilized Wet Wipes,” allegedly
was discovered being offered for
sale at the company’s Santa Ana
store. According to the EPA news
release, the product claimed “to kill
99 percent of germs and bacteria”
and advertised “effectively elimi-

nating the Coronavirus and other
germs.”

Products claiming to kill or miti-
gate pests on surfaces, including
microorganisms, must be registered
with the EPA before being sold or
distributed, according to the news
release.

Registration ensures that products
have been properly tested and meet
federal safety standards. Neither of
the two products underwent EPA’s
registration process to verify safety
and efficacy claims, according to
the EPA.

Pomona Concert Band winter concert set for Friday

The Pomona Concert Band will
present its annual winter concert
“The Great USA” on Friday, Feb.
28, at Pomona’s Palomares Park
Community Center.

Sponsored by the City of Pomo-
na, the free concert begins at 7:30
pm.

Featured will be music written
for different regions of the country,
including “Midwest March” by J.J.
Richards, “An American Elegy”
by Frank Ticheli, “Folk Suite for

The Art of Compassion

Concert Band” by William Grant
Still, and “Savannah River Rhap-
sody,” by Robert Sheldon.

Featured soloist will be bassoon-
ist Carly Miller performing Mo-
zart’s “Concerto in B Flat Major.”

The Pomona Concert Band was
founded by former Pomona Mayor
G. Stanton Selby in 1947 as part of
a local Pomona American Legion
Post.

For more information, visit
www.pomonaconcertband.org.

Casa Colina ‘casino night’ fundraiser set
Casa Colina Hospital and Centers for Healthcare

By Renee Barbee, Member
Compassionate Pomona
Compassion is a form of art. We see everything
in the image of colors as a way of expressing
ourselves.

The word Compassion to me means the
following:

C: Calming
O: Oceanic
M: Majestic
P: Powerful
A: Artistic

S: Serene

S: Sharing

I: Informative
O: Others

N: Nurturing

Compassion is also kind, caring, loving,
spiritual, and so much more! Today, Compassion
in the world is needed more than ever. We must
do our best to teach others how important acts of
kindness and compassion are to our community
and to the world.

Please visit our web site at
www.lanuevavoz.net
to see the latest issue of
La Nueva Voz, past issues and more!

will celebrate its courageous patients at a “Havana
Casino Night” fundraiser featuring dinner, programs,
dancing and entertainment beginning at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 29, at the Yanks Air Museum at Chi-
no Airport.

Proceeds will benefit the hospital’s “free and sub-
sidized care” program and other community benefits.

For information, call (909) 596-7733, ext. 2237, or
e-mail events@casacolina.org.

Pomona Valley Pride

forms advisory board

Pomona Valley Pride has created its inaugural advi-
sory board made up of 20 community leaders to play
a guiding role in the organization’s strategic growth
and community outreach efforts, according to a news
release.

Members will report to Pomona Valley Pride Chief
Executive Officer Frank Guzman and will help foster
an inclusive and supportive environment for LGBTQ-
IA+ individuals and allies in the region.

“Each member brings a unique perspective to our
growing organization,” Guzman said.

Two board members and three staff members will
support the advisory group’s activities.

“This new board represents an infusion of both
lived experience and professional expertise into Po-
mona Valley Pride,” said Board of Directors Chair
Robert Munoz.

T.J. Adams-Falconer will serve as chair of the ad-
visory board.

Community members are invited to the group’s
“Oscar Viewing Party Fundraiser” set for March 2.
For information, visit www.pomonavalleypride.org.
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Because of the timing of Coley’s
retirement announcement coming
so soon after the completion of the
final audit, La Nueva Voz asked
Coley’s spokesperson if there was
a connection between the audit and
her decision to step down or if she
was asked by the state chancellor to
step down. Both Coley’s spokes-
person and the chancellor’s spokes-
person said the decision to retire
was made independently.

La Nueva Voz reached out for
comment to California State Uni-
versity Board Chair Jack Clarke, Jr.,
for comment but did not receive a
response before press time.

La Nueva Voz also contacted Dr.
Nicholas Von Glahn, a psychology
professor at Cal Poly Pomona and
Faculty Rights Chair of the local
chapter of the California Faculty
Association, who agreed payroll at
the university “has been a persistent
issue for years.”

“Given both the duration and
severity of the problems, account-
ability ultimately rests at the top,”
he said. “Employees have been
overpaid, only to have the money
clawed back long after the fact,
sometimes with tax consequences.”

“There have also been instances
where employees were not paid on
time or were paid incorrectly, creat-
ing serious financial hardships,” he
added.

“The university remains com-
mitted to financial stewardship
and compliance and will continue
to align its payroll operations with
state regulations and best prac-
tices,” the Cal Poly spokesperson
said in response to a La Nueva Voz
request for comment. “When over-
payments are identified, we notify
the employee and provide an op-
portunity to establish a mutually
agreed-upon remittance plan.”

A summary of the audit results
indicated that the “net total dollar
amount of projected improper costs
and identified and projected unsup-
ported costs” was $3,625,282.

“To be specific, this is the larg-
est (deficiency) in terms of payroll
audits conducted at California State
Universities since 2020,” said Bis-
marck Obando, press secretary for
State Controller Malia Cohen, in re-
sponse to an inquiry from La Nueva
Voz attempting to put it all in per-
spective.

The “dollar amount of pop-
ulation” for the period was
$512,390,209, including regular
pay, overtime pay, salary advance,

State's worst... from pg. 1

separation lump-sum pay, emergen-
cy pay, and settlement pay.

And the “dollar amount of selec-
tions examined,” based on the same
audit areas tested, was $2,122 .958.

While Cal Poly’s actual dollars
lost (“net total dollar amount of
identified improper costs” which
Cal Poly reports it is currently is in
the process of recovering) totaled
only $10,923, a similar period au-
dited at Cal State University Los
Angeles was only $4,875 and “total
dollar amount of known and likely
issues” at Cal State University San
Marcos was only $6,227. A similar
period reviewed at Cal State Uni-
versity Sacramento actually was a
negative $7,107.

Cal Poly processed 105007
regular pay transactions during the
period reviewed, according to the
report.

“If not mitigated, the control de-
ficiencies leave Cal Poly Pomona at
risk of making improper payments
for regular pay,” the report contin-
ued.

“California  State Polytechnic
University, Pomona management
is responsible for maintaining a
system of internal control over the
payroll process within its organiza-
tion, and for ensuring compliance
with various requirements under
state laws and regulations regarding
payroll and payroll-related expen-
ditures,” Tarvin told Coley in the
letter.

While the cover letter showed
copies were distributed to a dozen
officials all around the state — in-
cluding copies to half a dozen of-
ficials at Cal Poly, officials at the
Cal State University system office
and a couple in the state controller’s
office — the report, as far as could
be determined by La Nueva Voz,
was never released to the public, no
news release was produced and dis-
tributed to the news media, and the
report was seemingly tucked away
in afile and archived on the internet.

A Cal Poly spokesperson said it
is “usual practice” for audits of state
entities to simply be made available
on the state controller’s web site.

A footnote in the report said the
audit report was “solely for the in-
formation and use” of Cal Poly Po-
mona, the California State Univer-
sity and the state controller’s office.

“This restriction is not intended
to limit distribution of this audit
report, which is a matter of public
record and is available on the (state
controller’s office) web site at www.

sco.ca.gov,” it said.

La Nueva Voz happened to stum-
ble on the audit after learning of
Coley’s retirement announcement
and conducting a little search on the
internet looking into the status of
what officials once indicated could
turn into obstruction of justice
charges (related to the campus po-
lice and Cal Poly Foundation mat-
ters) from either the FBI, the Cali-
fornia Attorney General’s office or
the U.S. Department of Justice.

La Nueva Voz has remained in
contact with all three of those agen-
cies over the past two years, but au-
thorities have continued to respond
that they could “neither confirm nor
deny” that an investigation was un-
der way.

E-mails were sent again this
month but no responses were re-
ceived from officials before dead-
line for this issue.

The obstruction of justice allega-
tions came to light two years ago
in connection with a civil lawsuit
filed in October 2022 in Los An-
geles Superior Court by then-Cal
Poly Police Sgt. Marcus Simpson
against Cal Poly. La Nueva Voz
has learned that civil lawsuit was
dismissed in January 2024 “without
prejudice.”

Through it all, Coley consistent-
ly insisted in her responses to La
Nueva Voz that she had done noth-
ing wrong and that Cal Poly “at all
times operated legally, ethically and
transparently.”

In their findings in the December
report, auditors informed univer-
sity officials that “Cal Poly Pomona
lacked adequate segregation of
duties within its payroll transac-
tions unit to ensure that only valid
and authorized payroll transactions
were processed.”

“Cal Poly Pomona also failed to
implement other controls to com-
pensate for this risk,” the audit find-
ings continued. “Our audit found
that Cal Poly Pomona payroll trans-
actions unit staff performed con-
flicting duties (and) . . . performed
multiple steps in processing payroll
transactions, including entering
data into the state’s payroll system,
auditing employee timesheets, rec-
onciling payroll . . . and processing
adjustments.”

“We found no indication that
these functions were subjected to
periodic supervisory review,” the
assessment continued.

The report stated it was the first
audit by the controller’s office of

Cal Poly’s payroll process and trans-
actions, although a Cal Poly spokes-
person, in a response to La Nueva
Voz, called it a “routine compliance
review conducted by the state con-
troller’s office as part of its standard
oversight responsibilities.”

Meanwhile, in fairness, Cal Poly
seems to have taken the 13-page
audit report seriously — officials in
the university’s Office of the Vice
President for Administrative Affairs
told the state in a letter dated Oct.
18, 2024, after reviewing what was
then a draft audit report, that they
appreciated “the effort and guidance
you and your staff have provided
to indicate areas where our proce-
dures or internal controls could be
strengthened.”

Cal Poly officials said they have
already begun taking the necessary
corrective actions to address the re-
port’s recommendations — and out-
lined a plan to accomplish that in
the three-page letter.

They essentially indicated that
they “concur” with half a dozen
findings and recommendations in
the report and outlined exactly how
they planned to implement the cor-
rective actions.

In the case of the “improper pay-
ments and missing timesheets for
overtime pay” and ‘“outstanding
salary advances” categories, for
example, Cal Poly indicated it has
already begun a process of review
and efforts to recover overpayments
and advances made to employees.

Coley, in her Feb. 4 letter to “cam-
pus community and supporters” ob-
tained by La Nueva Voz, and a day
later in a news release, announced
her retirement and reflected on her
40 years with the California State
University system, serving at Ful-
lerton, Bakersfield and Cal Poly
Pomona.

“I am filled with deep grati-
tude for having this opportunity to
serve,” she said, adding that she was
proud of her work here. “Together
we built and implemented a culture
of excellence and a community that
celebrates diversity and inclusive-
ness.”

Cal State University Chancellor
Mildred Garcia, in her own state-
ment, said Coley “has served as a
bold, purposeful and ethical leader,”
according to a news release. She
added that Coley has been able to
open “doors of opportunity to di-
verse and historically underserved
communities across Southern Cali-
fornia and beyond.”

During her tenure, approximately
60,900 students have graduated,
with the number of graduates rising
from 4,654 for the Class of 2015 to
6,340 in the Class of 2024, accord-
ing to the university news release
announcing her retirement.

The university is among the larg-
est public sector employers in Los
Angeles County and the California
State University system is the larg-
est public university system in the
United States.

Assistance League ‘Tea Party’ fundraiser set

The Assistance League of Pomo-
na will hold its 26th annual “Luck
O’ the Irish” tea party and fundrais-
er next month at Pomona’s newly
renovated Ebell Club.

The event is scheduled for 12:30
p-m. Saturday, March 15, at the
Ebell, located at 585 E. Holt Ave.,
Pomona.

Tickets are $60 ($75 if purchased
after March 7). Included will be

“opportunity” baskets, a silent auc-
tion and mystery bags.

Funds raised will support un-
derserved children and families in
the Pomona Valley through philan-
thropic programs including “Op-
eration School Bell,” a free school
clothing program that serves some
1,500 students of all ages each year.

For information, contact alpv@
alpv.org.

Fist of Gold ‘911 Fight Night’

Fist of Gold Youth Center is
seeking sponsors and participants
for its “911 Fight Night” fund-
raiser scheduled for September in
Downtown Pomona.

The 6 p.m. Sept. 20 event in
Shaun Diamond Plaza, sanctioned
by the California Athletic Com-
mission, will showcase the talent

of boxers from across the region
and will feature first responders —
law enforcement, firefighters and
EMT’s — honored for their dedica-
tion and service.

Proceeds go to youth programs.
Contact: Jorge Castaneda, direc-
tor@fistofgold.org, (909) 376-
0343.

Need to advertise in La Nueva Voz?
(909) 629-2292 - www.lanuevavoz.net
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Vision and aging eyes
By Valerie Quan, O.D., FAAO
Optometrist, Casa Colina Neuro-Optometry Clinic

Since turning 40, you’ve prob-
ably noticed changes in your abil-
ity to see up close — perhaps even
started wearing glasses for reading.
Glare while driving, dry eyes, and
blurred vision may have also af-
fected your pickleball game or golf
score. Changes in vision are often
a normal part of aging and should
not stop you -
from living well
into the “Golden
Years.” However,
there is a higher
risk of develop-
ing age-related
eye diseases and
conditions with
advancing age.

Age-related
macular degener-
ation (AMD) re-
mains the leading
cause of blind-
ness in people over 65. AMD is a
progressive retinal disease, making
activities like reading, driving, and
recognizing faces difficult. There
are two main forms of AMD,
"dry" (more common, gradual vi-
sion loss), and "wet" (faster vision
loss due to abnormal blood vessel
growth). This visual impairment
hinders everyday tasks like navi-
gating, reading, and cooking.

Unfortunately, diagnosis of
AMD has increased 25 percent
over the last decade.

AMD can be slowed if diagnosed
and treated early. Vision rehabilita-
tion helps those with impairments
maximize their remaining sight
and maintain valued activities.
Vision rehabilitation can include
training on adaptive devices, daily
living skills, and navigating around
the home and in public.

To reduce the risk of macular de-

Valerie Quan, 0.D.

generation, you can:

e Stop smoking: Smoking can
speed up the damage that leads to
macular degeneration.

* Eat healthy foods: Eat a diet rich
in fruits, vegetables, and fish. Leafy
greens like kale and spinach are es-
pecially good for your eyes.

e Protect your eyes from the

: sun: Wear sun-
glasses that block
100 percent of
ultraviolet  rays
and a significant
amount of blue
light.

 Exercise reg-
ularly: Physical
activity can help
lower the risk of
macular degen-
eration.

. Main-
tain health
checks: Controlling blood pressure
and blood glucose, maintaining a
healthy weight, and taking vitamin
supplements can impact the risk
of AMD. Consult your health care
provider.

There is no guaranteed way to
prevent macular degeneration, but
healthy lifestyle choices can help
delay its onset and reduce its sever-
ity. Getting regular eye exams is es-
sential for detection.

Editor’s Note: Casa Colina Hos-
pital and Centers for Healthcare'’s
physician specialty clinics offer
outpatient medical care across a
wide range of medical specialties.
Physician specialists provide diag-
nosis, treatment, and care manage-
ment for a variety of medical con-
ditions including eye examinations
and vision rehabilitation. For more
information, call (909) 596-7733,
ext. 3800.

The following public service ads are courtesy of La Nueva Voz

Project Sister Family Services
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to Cole for comment on all of this
but she refused to respond to mul-
tiple e-mail and text requests, did
not answer her cell phone, and her
cell phone voice mail was full and
could not accept new messages.

In an effort to give Cole every
opportunity possible to respond,
La Nueva Voz publisher Jeff
Schenkel stopped by the Pomona
City Council meeting on Feb. 3
and approached her before the
opening of the meeting.

However, she refused to com-
ment on the developments and,
asked if she planned to provide a
statement in the future, refused to
answer.

Kyle Brown, who La Nueva Voz
discovered was identified on the
FPPC web site as the “complain-
ant” in the 2024 action, was “cc’d”
on both the “no action closure let-
ter” and the “warning letter” to

Doug Alvey from the FPPC.

The FPPC’s news media
spokesperson in a series of e-
mails had stopped short of iden-
tifying Brown as the complaining
party. Published FPPC rules do
not require the FPPC to disclose
“sworn” complainants.

Brown identified himself to La
Nueva Voz as Pomona Mayor Tim
Sandoval’s campaign manager
in e-mails unrelated to the FPPC
action last year. Both Brown and
Sandoval declined to respond to e-
mails from La Nueva Voz request-
ing comment on the latest FPPC
action and Sandoval provided a
“no comment” response when La
Nueva Voz reached out to him at
an event this month in Chino.

In the original news release
from the FPPC, Commission
Chair Adam Silver said the annual
information is released to demon-

strate the agency’s “commitment
to enforce California’s ethics laws
and ensure accountability at every
level of government.”

“By providing clear, accessible
data, we’re empowering the pub-
lic to see exactly how the FPPC
is working to safeguard integrity
across the state,” he added.

The mission of the FPPC is to
promote the integrity of state and
local government in California
through fair, impartial interpreta-
tion and enforcement of political
campaign, lobbying and conflict
of interest laws, the news release
said.

Your ad here!
(909)
629-2292

Feeding the Hungry,
Sheltering the Homeless

Abused by your partner
and need help?
24-hour hotline:

(909) 988-5559 or toll

free at (877) 988-5559

Sexual Assault and
; ; Grocery Distribution at .
Child Abuse Services oo, Poar &1 HOPth
909-626-4357 Pomona PARTNERS
or 626-966-4155 Volunteering: 909-622-3806
www.projectsister.org www.inlandvalleyhopepartners.org
HOUSE OF RUTH Pomona Public Library Hours

Monday through Thursday
Noon to 7 p.m.
Saturday
11 a.m.to 5 p.m.
Friday and Sunday
Closed

ANNOUNCEMENT

CONSUMER
CELLULAR
the same reliable,
nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and
activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited
talk and text, starting at
just $20 per month. For
more information, call
1-844-908-0605

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR
VEHICLE to fund the
SEARCH FOR MISSING
CHILDREN. FAST
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour
response. Running
or not. Maximum Tax
Deduction and No
Emission Test Required!
Call 24/7: 1-877-434-
6852.

GOTAN UNWANTED
CAR?7?? DONATEIT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS.
Fast free pick up. All 50
States. Patriotic Hearts’
programs help veterans
find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7:
1-855-408-6546.

Get a break on your
taxes! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist

the blind and visually

impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call

Heritage for the Blind

Today at 1-844-491-2884
today!

Tiene un vehiculo no
deseado? Donelo
a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y
gratuita en los 50
estados. Patriotic Hearts
ofrece programas para
ayudar a los veteranos
a encontrar trabajo o
iniciar su propio negocio.
Llama ahora: 1-855-408-
7368 24/7

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Struggling with debt? If
you have over $10,000 in
debt we help you be debt

free in as little as 24-48

months. Pay nothing to

enroll. Call Now: 1-877-

435-4860.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments
for 18 mos. Lifetime
warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military
discount. 1-877-252-
9868

ALL installation costs!
(Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and
vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 3/30/25). Call
1-833-985-4766

Estate loans. Credit
unimportant. V.I.P.
Trust Deed Company
www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-
principal DRE 01041073.

Safe Step. North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Now

featuring our FREE
shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-888-989-
5749

SERVICES

Don't pay for covered
Home Repairs Again!
Our home warranty
covers ALL Major
Systems and Appliances.
We stand by our service
and if we can't fix it, we'll
replace it! Pick the plan
that fits your budget! Call
1-855-411-1731

WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead
to major damage. Our
trusted professionals
do complete repairs
to protect your home’s
value. Call 24/7 1-888-
248-0815

MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH/MEDICAL

Want Residual Income?
Turnkey Established
Vending Massage Chair
single location or Route
for Salel Asking Price:
From $2,500 to $29,000
per location. text only:
(949) 381-9899

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced

debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a

FREE LeafFilter estimate

today. 20% off Entire

Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts.

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-844-203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/

Call 1-855-424-7581 calnews #6258
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel LOANS
can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as RETIRED COUPLE
little as one day. For $$$$ for business

a limited time, waving

purpose Real

DID YOU KNOW
Newspaper-generated
content is so valuable

it's taken and repeated,
condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed,
posted, copied, edited,
and emailed countless
times throughout
the day by others?
Discover the Power
of Newspaper
Advertising. For MORE
INFORMATION call
916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com
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Services held for AMOCA founder David Armstrong

Funeral services were held this
month for long-time Claremont resi-
dent and Pomona entrepreneur Da-
vid Armstrong, owner and founder
of Pomona’s American Museum of
Ceramic Art (AMOCA). He was
84.

Armstrong died last month.

A native of McPherson, Kansas,
Armstrong and his family moved to
the Pomona Valley when he was 4.
His father opened a furniture busi-
ness.

Armstrong, a member of the first
graduation class at Upland High
School, attended Pomona High
School and went on to Pomona Col-
lege, where he met his wife of 62
years, Julianne. The two married
three years later.

He also enrolled in his first ceram-
ics class at Pomona College.

After graduation, he was commis-
sioned by the U.S. Army and served
as a military police officer. He cre-
ated some of his first artwork while
at Sandia Base, New Mexico.

Following his military service,

Armstrong re- -
turned to Pomona
to work for and
eventually own his
father’s furniture
business, which he
would later con-
vert into an art and

I cated, compassion-

ate and a visionary.

“He created more
than a museum -
he built a vibrant
community that
continues to inspire
and educate,” said

ceramics gallery. AMOCA Executive
Interestingly, he Director Beth Ann

also .represented David Armstrong Gersten}. '

comedian Red He is survived

Skelton for 23 years as his agent.
In the mid-1990s, Armstrong
became president of the Pomona
Central Business District, where
he played a key role in the trans-
formation of Downtown Pomo-
na.
And in 2004, he founded AM-
OCA, originally in a small build-
ing on Garey Avenue. It moved
to its current location, the his-
toric Pomona First Federal Sav-
ings and Loan building, at 399 N.
Garey Ave., Pomona, in 2011.
Members of his family remem-
bered him as hard working, dedi-

by his wife, Julie; his children and
their spouses, Liz and Brad Cor-
nell, David S. and Pam Armstrong,
and Christy Armstrong and Rod-
ney Rincon.

He is also survived by his sis-
ter, Mary, and her spouse, Michael
Rini, five grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren.

Services were held at Pomona’s
Pilgrim Congregational Church.

AMOCA’s mission is to cham-
pion the art, history, creation and
technology of ceramics through
exhibitions, collections, outreach
and studio programming.

Rain floods Pomona undercrossings

A combina-
tion of a power
line failure and
drains clogged
with debris
during the rain
resulted in brief
closures of all
four  railroad
undercrossings
in Pomona this
month.

The  heavy
rain  resulted
first in the clo-
sure of Garey

Avenue be-
tween Mon-
terey  Avenue
and Second

Street, all due
to a Southern
California Edi-
son failure of a power line to three
built-in pumps, according to Pomo-
na police officials.

While the water level appeared
to be only several inches deep, of-
ficials continue to remind the pub-
lic that it takes very little to cause a
problem so the road was closed as
a precaution.

Chris Diggs, the city’s water re-
sources director, told La Nueva Voz
the city used a temporary portable
pump to clear the roadway in the
Feb. 13 flooding — a morning prob-
lem that also resulted in more con-

gestion than usual during early
morning rush hour on all four
freeways through Pomona.

SCE reportedly took an ini-
tial look at the power line issue
but determined it would not be a
“quick fix,” Diggs said, adding
that SCE was unable to provide
an estimated time for the repair.

The power line problem was
not related to the storm but was
discovered when city crews
were preparing for the storm.

That night, according to an-
other police “Nixle” e-mail

DOWNPOUR CLOSES GAREY -- A Southern California Edison power line problem forced the early-morning closing
of Garey Avenue between Second Street and Monterey Avenue during the rains this month. And later the same night,
all of the undercrossings were closed -- Garey, Towne, Reservoir and East End -- as Pomona Public Works crews
worked through the night to clear brush out of the drains.

report at 9:29 p.m., all four un-
dercrossings — Garey, Towne and
East End Avenues and Reservoir
Street, all at First Street — were
closed briefly due to flooding,
prompting officials to arrange de-
tours lasting several hours.

Diggs said the second round
of flooding was due to debris
clogging the drains and prevent-
ing water from flowing into the
pumps.

He said city crews had been
working “around the clock” to re-
open the streets.

Pomona bilingual educator wins statewide honor

The California Association
for Bilingual Education (CABE)
has designated Pomona Unified
School District educator Mireya
Jimenez as its 2025 “Teacher of
the Year,” according to a school
district news release.

Jimenez, a sixth-grade Span-
ish dual-language immersion
program teacher at Westmont
Elementary School, is credited
with cultivating an equitable and
synergistic learning environ-
ment throughout her extensive
30-year tenure at the school.

“I’m somewhere between hav-
ing high expectations and being
a little fun and silly with (stu-
dents),” Jimenez said. “It’s not
just about the subject matter, it’s
about making that connection
with them, letting them know
somebody cares about them.”

Jimenez studied in Chile be-
fore joining Pomona Unified as a
teacher in 1994 while continuing
her education at Pomona College
and Claremont Graduate Univer-
sity.

“She is deeply connected to
her students and helps them
take risks,” said Juan Ortiz, the
school district’s director of Eng-
lish learner and multilingual stu-
dent programs. “She is . .. un-
afraid to push her school site and
colleagues — that takes a level of
courage and commitment.”

Jimenez will receive her
award and a check for $1,000
at CABE’s 50th anniversary
conference next month in Long
Beach. The non-profit CABE,
based in Walnut, advocates ini-
tiatives enhancing multilingual
learning statewide.
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Photos by Renee Barbee

POMONA ROTARY SPEECH CONTEST WINNERS -- Pomona Rotary members held a "four way" test speech competition at Pomona's Youth and Family Club last month. Theme of the
contest was "The Magic of Rotary" promoting high ethical standards. Winners, all 12th graders, from left, are Valentina Sandoval, Pomona Catholic High School, first place; Masuma Fatema,
Pomona's City of Knowledge (pre-K through 12th grade preparatory school), second place; and Carimel Valenzuela Ibarra, Pomona's International Polytechnic High School, third place.
Sandoval now has the opportunity to continue to compete in "group" level, regional level and districtwide competition.
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POMONA ROTARY STUDENTS OF THE MONTH -- Pomona Rotary honored nine students as "Students of the Month" last month in a presentation at Pomona's Youth and Family Club.
Pictured, from left, is Rotary member Darren Knowles, Mayferly Ruiz of Village Academy High School, Raeanne Subaih of Pomona's School of Arts and Enterprise, Mustafa Hakim of Dia-
mond Ranch High School, Isabel Diana Mendez of Pomona High School, Skyleen Espinoza of Pomona's Park West High School, Cristina Finch of Garey High School, Masuma Fatema of
Pomona's City of Knowledge, Aylin Hernandez-Carlos of Fremont Academy of Engineering and Design, and Sophia Castillo of Pomona Catholic High School. At rear, from left, are Rotary
members Lorraine Canales, Victor Caceres, President Josh Landis, and Dr. Roberta Perlman.

explained to La Nueva Voz be-
fore the meeting that the housing
element was a direction Tri City
was taking even before Proposi-
tion 1 — providing housing and
offering mental health services in
those low-income housing devel-
opments.

Then how does it all break
down? Tri City receives about
$18 million each year from the
state under MHSA. Under BHSA,
housing will account for 30 per-
cent, “full service partnership”
programs (intensive services per-
formed “in the community” rang-
ing from clinicians, psychiatry
and rehabilitation specialists) 35
percent and behavioral health
services and support (Tri City’s
Wellness Center and other ser-
vices they provide now) another
35 percent.

As an example of the budget’s

Mental health funding... from pg. 13

redistribution, housing expenses
currently budgeted total $1.7 mil-
lion, but will be required to in-
crease to $5.4 million under the
new plan, according to a Power-
Point presentation.

Full service partnership, cur-
rently budgeted at $1.96 million,
will increase to $6.3 million, and
behavioral health services will
drop from $10 million to only $6.3
million under the new plan.

“The percentages have signifi-
cantly shifted,” Rodriguez said,
adding that this is happening to
programs in every county of the
state. “Our goal right now . . . is
trying to figure out how can we
maintain and sustain what we’re
doing now and carry as much as
possible to continue what we’re
doing and really enhance it.”

She said Tri City Board mem-
bers have narrowed a list of about

three dozen priorities down to six
and were interested in hearing the
public’s view of their relative im-
portance — from various approach-
es to providing housing with on-
site mental health services to the
creation of a Tri City “homeless
outreach multi-disciplinary team”
and even staffing recruitment to
create a “pipeline” for new sup-
port personnel in a clinical train-
ing program complete with intern-
ship, residency and training.

Placide broke it all down by
explaining that Tri City receives
a variety of funds to provide ser-
vices and support in the communi-
ty. He said with Proposition 1, Tri
City is trying to “reimagine those
services” in addition to adding
services on the housing and “full
service partnership” side.

“We’re not receiving any addi-
tional money — we’re reallocating

the money that we do receive,”
Placide said, adding that the goal
is to avoid having any existing
programs disappear.

“We are trying to take those pro-
grams and have them funded un-
der a bucket that now they can be
eligible for,” he said.

Ron Vera, Claremont’s outgo-
ing community representative to
the Tri City Board, added to that
by explaining Tri City now will be
required to spend the money it is
receiving in different ways, so the
Board is trying to figure out how
to spend that money in an effec-
tive manner.

And, he said, the Board is look-
ing for input from the public. He
added that members of the men-
tal health commission also were
helpful in providing input to the
Board.

He urged members of the audi-

Fourth annual
‘Harriet Tubman’
walk set for March 8

Pomona’s African American
Advisory Alliance will hold its
fourth annual ‘“Harriet Tubman
Walk” next month to honor the
legacy of abolitionist Harriet Tub-
man, whose “Underground Rail-
road” liberated more than 750
enslaved people at the time of the
nation’s Civil War.

The rally begins at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, March 8, at the Alliance
Community Cultural Center, 406
W. 2nd St. in Downtown Pomo-
na. The mile-long walk begins at
10:30 a.m. and ends at Pomona’s
Harriet Tubman statue at Lincoln
Park, 400 Lincoln Ave., Pomona.

A “post-walk” celebration will
be held back at the Alliance Com-
munity Cultural Center.

Shuttle service will be provided
by Pomona Valley Transit Author-
ity.

The event is held each year to
celebrate the legacy of freedom,
justice and community, according
to a news release.

For more information, contact
Shante Hall at (909) 761-4813 or
e-mail Pomona4 As@gmail.com.

Your ad here!

(909)
629-2292

ence, if they believe the current
planning is moving in the wrong
direction, to let them know so they
can “reformulate” what they are
trying to do.

Interested in seeing more? The
entire PowerPoint — including the
six priorities or “concepts” — is
available on the La Nueva Voz
web site at www.lanuevavoz.net
(click on “Tri-City MHSA Com-
munity Forum” on the home
page).

Additional comments from the
public will be encouraged once an
actual plan is posted next month.

Tri City is the public mental
health authority providing since
1960 outpatient services for resi-
dents of Pomona, Claremont and
La Verne. It has a staff of more
than 200 employees and an annual
operating budget of about $40
million.
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Pomona Chamber’s ‘Principal for a Day’ meets PUSD’s first-ever 5.0 GPA student at Fremont

There were so many stories at
last week’s Pomona Chamber of
Commerce annual “Principal for a
Day” program but perhaps topping
the list was the news that Pomona’s
Fremont Academy of Engineer-
ing and Design’s valedictorian in
June will have achieved Pomona
Unified School District’s first-ever
5.0 Grade Point Average when she
walks across the stage to receive her
diploma.

Aylin Hernandez, who is already
studying college level English at
Fremont in a “dual enrollment”
class where students receive college
credit, told La Nueva Voz she hopes
to enroll in USC in the fall and plans
to work toward becoming an enter-
tainment executive.

Principal Roger Fasting ex-
plained that “straight A’s” in the
core classes is a 4.0 GPA, although
grades in honors classes, college
weighted, college unweighted and
others now are figured into the GPA
calculation making a 5.0 possible —

not easy, of course, but possible.

Fasting also gave his students and
staff credit for winning the district’s
attendance trophy.

“We have the highest participa-
tion for Saturday school of all the
schools of Pomona Unified, even
though we only have 600 students,
and then we also have the highest
attendance rate for the month of
January compared to all the other
high schools in Pomona,” he said.

Saturday school, he explained, is
no longer a “punitive” requirement
but at Fremont is more of an invi-
tation to learn and complete home-
work assignments.

Fasting said it also is a place
where Fremont’s 11th and 12th
grade students make tutoring ap-
pointments with “newcomer pro-
gram” students who are “brand
new” to the country.

He said a typical Saturday at-
tracts between 60 and 100 students.

But there’s more — the school
even offers an advanced graphics
design  class

Staff members at Fremont Academy show

tendance office.

off the school’s PUSD
attendance trophy during Principal for a Day activities last week.
Pictured, from left, are Fremont Principal Roger Fasting, “Princi- in
pal for a Day” and Pomona Chamber of Commerce Ambassador
Jocelyn Ruiz, Fremont’s “Saturday School” program leader Tif-
fany Dennis, Jesse Altamirano, of PUSD’s pupil and community
services office, and Maria Heinrich, who heads up Fremont’s at-

that is avail-
able to local
businesses and
organizations
to give the stu-
dents some real
world  experi-
ence as they
connect  with
the community.

Pomona
Chamber
Ambassa-
dor  Jocelyn
Ruiz, of State-
wide Funding
Newport
Beach, was
Fremont’s
“Principal for

a Day,” where chamber members
have an opportunity to see first-hand
what is happening in education to-
day and, at the same time, where the
school district has an opportunity to
continue to make a connection with
the business community.

“This is like an eye-opener for
me,” she told Fasting while touring
the school.

About 150 participants from the
chamber and the schools gathered
for lunch at the Village at Indian
Hill after visiting the schools to
describe what they saw at the indi-
vidual school sites.

Ruiz called Fasting a “visionary”
and called Fremont an “amazing,
amazing school” where the princi-
pal’s leadership “extends through-
out the entire organization.”

“The way he manages the school,
the school is clean, safe and fun,”
she added.

And on the work that graphics
design class is doing, she said it is
“on par with all the branding graph-
ics companies out there.”

Fasting told the group the class is
part of the school’s career technical
education program.

“We have all the industry level
software,” he said.

“So if anybody wants to rebrand
or you are starting a new business
and you want to create some stick-
ers, flyers, graphic designs, we’d be
happy to help and partner with you
and get our students connected with
the business community,” he added.

Across town at Pomona’s King-
sley Elementary School, Lisha Lett
representing Chamber member Na-
tional Council of Negro Women,
was “Principal for a Day” shadow-
ing Jose Balvanera, the “real” prin-
cipal there.

Lett was really on familiar turf

— a grandmother of
eight, she served
as PTA president at
Kingsley — and most
of the other board of-
fices, as well — when
her children were at-
tending school there
years ago. And her
grandson was in her
class last week.

“I was very im-
pressed with the
landscaping where
the school used to
flood,” she said,
adding that new
trees and shrubbery
is now helping pre-
vent flooding when
it rains.

She added that students often
stopped to shake hands with or
“high five” the principal.

“As a parent, we make a differ-
ence when we are at the school,”
she said. “The kids just lit up.”

And she said many of the kids
were both observant and articulate.

“Those are the kind of kids that

- e

Photo by Renee Barbee
“Principal for a Day” Lisha Lett plays a little baritone uke
with the students during her visit to Pomona’s Kingsley El-
ementary School last week.

grow up to be people like the peo-
ple that are in this room,” she said.
“I applaud the Chamber of Com-
merce.”

“(And) I applaud you,” she said,
addressing Balvanera, “for taking
care of Kingsley, our kids and our
future, and you did a wonderful
job.”

Fremont Academy Principal Roger Fasting, at right, poses for the camera in front of

the school with Aylin Hernandez, this year's valedictorian at Fremont and Pomona
Unified School District's first-ever 5.0 GPA student.

Speaker Rivas calls for fighting back against ‘chaotic deportation agenda’

California Assembly Speaker
Robert Rivas told Los Angeles-ar-
ea community immigration lead-
ers this month that California is
“up against a chaotic deportation
agenda” and “must work together
to fight back.”

He said actions by the White
House and Republicans in Con-
gress will “harm California’s
economy.”

“This President’s radical policy
of fear threatens our immigrant
workers, who pay billions in taxes
each year and are the backbone of
so many industries,” Rivas said,
adding that it also “jeopardizes

our immigrant children, students
and families.”

“Here in Los Angeles, I stand
with the groups and leaders on the
front lines, and we will defend our
immigrant communities and their
incredible contributions to Cali-
fornia,” he said.

Rivas and Assemblywoman
Celeste Rodriguez co-hosted a
community discussion meeting
in Pacoima with representatives
of more than two dozen business
and labor groups, immigrant ad-
vocacy nonprofits and other or-
ganizations serving the region
where they both listened and

learned how best to protect Cali-
fornia’s immigrant communities
and their contributions to the state
economy.

Only days earlier California
Assembly Democrats voted to ap-
prove $25 million in funding for
legal assistance for Californians
and immigrant communities, sup-
porting pro bono legal services
for especially vulnerable Califor-
nians including immigrant veter-
ans, people with disabilities and
unhoused youths.

Assemblywoman Celeste Ro-
driguez said they are standing
“committed to safeguarding Cali-

fornia’s immigrant families from
the Trump administration’s exec-
utive orders that are aggressively
targeting our community.”

“We must continue to diligently
seek solutions to make it safe for
immigrant families to work, go to
school and seek assistance,” she
said. “California will only be suc-
cessful in this fight if we partner
with community-based organiza-
tions.”

A spokesperson for Rivas said
that California immigrants pay
nearly $130 billion annually in
state and federal taxes; 88 percent
of farmworkers in California, or

880,000 people, are immigrants
and about half are undocumented;
immigrants hold one-third of all
tourism and hospitality jobs in
California; and, at a time that an
increase in affordable housing is
essential, immigrants make up 41
percent of the construction work-
force.

La Nueva Voz...

Follow us on
Facebook, Instagram,
Bluesky and Yelp!
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City officials held a grand open-
ing and ribbon cutting last month
for a nearly half million dollar
new playground area at Pomona’s
Martin Luther King Jr. Park that
Mayor Tim Sandoval called “part
of a larger effort to activate our
parks.”

The $454,598 upgrade of a
6,300 square foot space replaced
previous playground equipment at
MLK Park with everything from
swings and a bridge to rubberized
safety surfaces on the ground.

“As a father of a four-year-old,
I know how important it is for our
children to have safe places to
play, and that includes the equip-
ment where they’re playing,” San-
doval said. “It’s important they

have a chance to do what people
call free play, to be able to connect
with other children, it’s all part of
their socialization process.”

He added that “the other piece

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval, at right,
and City Councilmember Victor Preciado
“tag team” their comments to neighbors
and other residents at a ribbon cutting
for upgrades at Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Park.

of it is the family . . . not every-
body has the privilege of having
ayard.”

“In fact, many of our kids some-
times when they live in apart-
ment complexes the yards are just
concrete,” Sandoval said. “And
so they need places to go and to
express themselves and so this is
really a testament to the effort on
the part of the City of Pomona to
continuously provide excellent
play areas for our children.”

Pomona City Councilmember
Victor Preciado thanked the staff
for their work on the park.

“It takes a whole team, team ef-
fort,” he said, adding that staff and
residents looked at the community
effort resulting in the re-opening
of Hamilton Park just over a year
ago.

Half million dollar upgrade at MLK Park complete

“We took that framework and
we brought it here — we said we
need community members’ input,
we need surveys, we need conver-
sations with staff,” Preciado said,
adding that the input from neigh-
bors across the street “was critical
and very much important.”

He said there’s still a new mu-
ral in the works that the planning
department and members of the
Cultural Arts Commission are in-
volved in, an aging gazebo will be
removed, the skate park will be
expanded with new ramps, new
restrooms will be added near the
new playground equipment, and
plans call for a new lighting proj-
ect to make the park accessible
throughout the day and evening.

Danny Whaley, the city’s parks
and facilities manager, said plan-
ning, funding and three months of
construction of the project took a
total of about 18 months and is one
of five efforts
under way us-
ing Los An-
geles County
Measure A
funding  for
playgrounds
provided in an
annual allo-
cation by the
Los Angeles
County Re-
gional Parks

T e
1-1 S

The real stars of the show at Iast month s ribbon cutting for new playground equipment at Martin Luther King, Jr Park were the
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kids who were already busy figuring out how best to play on what is now an extension of their own backyard.

and Open Space District.

Contractor on the project was
Miracle Recreation.

A city spokesperson said Mea-
sure A was approved by voters in
2016 authorizing dedicated local
funding for new park, recreation
and open space projects and their
maintenance through an annual
special tax of 1.5 cents per square
foot of building floor area on all
taxable real property in the county.

He said the other Measure A-
funded parks still in the works
are Jaycee Park, Ted Greene Park,
Washington Park and the Country
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Crossing Park in Phillips Ranch.
All are expected to be completed
by the end of March.

Whaley said MLK Park is an
“all abilities park.”

“All of the new (parks) will
have ADA (Americans with Dis-
abilities Act), special needs, ev-
erything has something here,” he
said. “That’s why it is designed
the way it is.”

He pointed out that Hamilton
Park and work nearly completed
at Pomona’s Ralph Welch Park
were not part of the Measure A ef-
fort.

Whaley said the city has 29
parks altogether.

Martin Luther King Jr. Park is
located at West Lexington Avenue
and South White Avenue.

The Ralph Welch Park play-
ground upgrade, which was ex-
pected to be completed this month,
is a 4,500 square foot project with
playground equipment with a
$35,126 price tag and $177,300
for its professional installation.

The modern American Ninja
Warrier-style obstacle course
playground is the first of its kind
in Pomona.

Pomona C|ty officials and ne|ghbors cut the ribbon last month for a nearly half m||||on doIIar upgrade to playground equment at Pomona's Martln Luther King, Jr., Park at White

and Lexington Avenues.



