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By Jeff Schenkel, Publisher

A tip from a confidential source to 
La Nueva Voz last month, a public 
records request to Pomona Unified 
School District and a Pomona Police 
Department police report all resulted 
in the surfacing of seven-year-old 
check fraud allegations involving Po-
mona Planning Commission Chair-
man Alfredo Camacho, currently a 
candidate for school board in the No-
vember election.

Camacho, according to informa-
tion released by the school district, at 
the time was a member of the now-

Pomona school board candidate Alfredo Camacho linked by official documents 
to alleged check fraud scheme in defunct Pomona scholarship foundation

defunct PUPIL (Pomona Unified 
Partners In Learning) Founda-
tion which, among other things, 
provided scholarships to Pomo-
na students.

A July 12, 2017, e-mail re-
leased by the school district this 
month at the request of La Nueva 
Voz, from PUPIL CEO Jeanelle 
Jimenez to members of the PU-
PIL executive board, said the 
alleged fraud was discovered in 
her routine review of financial 
information prior to the June 
meeting.

“Upon reviewing all checks Alfredo Camacho

Pomona Unified School Dis-
trict’s “English Learner Program” 
hit another one out of the park this 
year -- seven of the school district’s 
eight valedictorians were once 
identified as English learners.

Need more convincing the pro-
gram is working?  Going back to 
include the last two years, 12 out 
of the last 15 valedictorians in the 
district similarly once were offi-
cially considered English learners 
in PUSD schools.

The way it works is students 
can become involved in the Eng-
lish Learner Program as early as 

PUSD’s ‘English Learner Program’ racking up 
huge success stories in collaborative effort

Juan Ortiz

elementary school.  And teachers 
along the way are becoming more 
consistent in their approach, which 
is having a significant impact on 
the success of the program, accord-
ing to Juan Ortiz, PUSD’s Director 
of English Learner/Multilingual 
Student Programs.

Then for the icing on the cake, 
students demonstrating that they 
meet all the requirements are re-
classified as being English fluent 
proficient.

And those numbers are pretty 
impressive, as well.

deposited for the month I no-
ticed that two of the PUPIL 
scholarship checks issued to 
students were changed and writ-
ten out to Alfredo Camacho,” 
she said in the e-mail.  Jimenez 
confirmed the accuracy of the e-
mail in a return telephone call to 
La Nueva Voz this month. 

According to the e-mail, the 
checks were for $500 and $750.  
Both were deposited – the $500 
check on May 31 and the $750 
check on June 14.

Jimenez said in the e-mail 
she called Camacho that night, 

he “eventually acknowledged his 
wrongdoing,” and she told him she’d 
get back to him with a plan of action.

Also in the e-mail, Jimenez said 
she contacted PUPIL treasurer Re-
nee Graves, who suggested discuss-
ing the matter with Ernie Cooper, a 
fraud expert and former FBI special 
agent at the time working for her ac-
counting firm, then known as Vicenti 
Lloyd and Stutzman in Glendora, 
who offered to volunteer his time to 
help in the resolution.

Jimenez, Cooper and Camacho 
met on June 29, she said, and Cama-
cho agreed to repay the entire $1,250 
by the following day, the end of PU-
PIL’s fiscal year.

“I also informed him to bring his 

resignation letter with payment,” she 
said in the e-mail.

She added Camacho repaid $1,240 
but paid an additional $25 before her 
July 12 e-mail.

Cooper suggested filing a police 
report in order to have formal docu-
mentation, even though PUPIL did 
not plan on pressing charges.

La Nueva Voz this month filed an-
other public records request, this one 
with the Pomona Police Department, 
and learned that a police report was 
filed on July 12 against an individ-
ual identified as the suspect regard-
ing two “stolen” checks, indicating 
that “complainant (was) reporting a 
forged and cashed two checks that 
were supposed to be given to listed 
scholarship recipients.”

While police and city officials 
explained names of suspects are not 
released in police reports provided 
through public records requests, 
Jimenez confirmed she filed the re-
port against Camacho.

Jimenez sent her e-mail to the PU-
PIL executive board at 9:53 a.m. on 
July 12 and, at 3:08 p.m. the same 
day, forwarded the same e-mail to 
then-Supt. Richard Martinez and Jim 
Moore, the district’s legal counsel.

Camacho’s signed letter of apolo-
gy, dated June 29 and also provided to 
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CDSS License 
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EVERYONE WELCOME
FOR IN-HOME FOSTER CARE

Help us help others!

REQUIREMENTS:
• Must be 21 Years Old
• Proof of Income
• Own Transportation
• Pass a Biometric Check
• Space Available

AGENCY PROVIDES:
• Free Training
• Tax Free Reimbursement
• 24/7 Social Worker Support
• Medical for Children
• Activities For All Families

Se habla Español

Call Now To Schedule a Free Orientation:
909-469-9580

925 N. Garey Ave., Pomona, CA 91767
e-mail: admin@smilesandtears.org • www.smilesandtears.org

Hamilton Park organizer Martin Perez, at right, speaks to guests at the first-year an-
niversary celebration of the reconstruction of the park.  At left is Rudy Carrasco, co-
chairman of the event which also celebrated the park's 50th anniversary.

A group of Pomona residents who 
worked in 1973 advocating for what 
became a much-needed Hamilton 
Park in their neighborhood – and 
then again went to Pomona City Hall 
decades later to convince city lead-
ers to upgrade a park in the middle 
of one of the city’s oldest barrios that 
had fallen into disrepair – last month 
returned to the park again to cele-
brate the one-year anniversary of the 
upgrade and the 50-year anniversary 
of the park.

Community organizer Martin Per-
ez told guests that they just “wanted 
to create a safe place for the kids” 

Pomona residents celebrate first anniversary of ‘re-do’ of 50-year-old Hamilton Park

There was a little bit of ev-
erything last month at the 50 
year anniversary celebration 
of Pomona’s Hamilton Park 
-- balloons at the registration 
booth -- and on top of the 
heads of kids -- plus kids of 
all sizes enjoying the play-
ground equipment -- both 
sliding down the slide and 
walking across the ropes high 
in the sky.

with a park that was revitalized for 
a new generation.

“The kids that you see around 
here are now 50 years later,” he 
said.  “Now we’re back.  So, our 
parents got together, went to the 
city hall, let them know that they 
needed a place to play, a safe place 
where they could rest, get in the 
shade, and interact and build lead-
ership.”

“Everybody here is a role mod-
el – you guys are all the best role 
models we could have,” Perez 
said.  “All of you people here and 
all the people around are success 
stories.  That’s what we want to 
say to the kids.”

“So, we need to stay on top of 
it, show a lot of love for the park, 
show a lot of love for the kids, and 
let them know that there is love 
out there to help,” he said.

Perez explained the group came 
together in 2015 after witnessing 
the deterioration of the park, origi-
nally known as Cherrieville Park, 
located in a 100-year-old neigh-

borhood that a century ago included 
only 300 residents.

“We went back to the city and 
let them know . . . (and) they were 
granted $2.5 million,” he said, funds 
that were used for playground equip-
ment, landscaping and other features 
like a horseshoe pit, soccer field, rest 
rooms, a pinata pole, foam padding 
under the playground equipment, 
fencing, lighting, and sidewalks 
“where there was dirt for 50 years.”

Perez said the park now even has 
a crosswalk for the first time, and ev-
erything meets Americans with Dis-
abilities Act requirements.

Henry Gonzalez, who worked 
with Perez on the project, speaking 
in both English and Spanish, said 
the park in 1972 was the number one 
spot for murders in the U.S.  

“More people got shot and killed 
in this park that year than any other 
year in the history of this state (and) 
nation,” he said.  “Now that changed 
over time.  But this park was such a 
mess nobody cared.”

“There’s hope in the air – the hope 

Pictured at right is Kobe Carrillo, age 
11, who clearly attended the Hamilton 
Park anniversary celebration to have 
a good time and is a guy who really 
knows how to pose for a La Nueva Voz 
photo.  His dad, Frank Carrillo, of “On 
Time Photo Booth Rentals” and a Po-
mona Chamber of Commerce Ambas-
sador, looks on at left.

that exists is not for us 
adults . . . it’s the children 
that matter,” Gonzalez 
said.  “How are we going 
to get them to be success-
ful, get them to school.”

He urged parents to par-
ticipate in the education of their chil-
dren so they can go on to college and 
stay out of poverty.

“I am advocating hope, hope for 
our children . . . and the people who 
live nearby in the community to take 
charge of the park, to not accept no 
for an answer,” he added.

“We as parents need to take charge 
of our children,” said Gonzalez, who 
said he went from Mt. SAC to Har-
vard University and added that all of 

his children are college graduates.
The celebration included every-

thing from live music to a backpack 
give-away, family resources and 
more.  There was even a wedding in 
the park later in the day.

Funding for last year’s upgrade of 
the park came from the state, Los An-
geles County and the county’s Safe 
Clean Water funds (Measure W).

Hamilton Park is located at 825 W. 
Monterey Ave., Pomona.
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The school district’s reclassi-
fication rate has increased from 
3.6 percent in the 2020-2021 
school year to 15.9 percent in 
2023-2024.  At Pomona’s Emer-
son Middle School, as an exam-
ple, the rate was 25 percent last 
year on track for 30 percent this 
year, an indication the program is 

showing strong results in grades six 
through eight.

Last school year the school district 
reclassified a total of 843 students 
out of the 5,275 students enrolled in 
the English Learner Program (about 
25 percent of the district’s total stu-
dent body), according to Ortiz, who 
has been with the district for the past 

24 years.  He taught English lan-
guage development in the class-
room for seven years, then became 
an administrator and has directed 
the English Learner Program now 
consisting of nine team members 
since the 2019-2020 school year.

The English Learner Program 

ENGLISH LEARNER ADVISORY COMMITTEE -- A Pomona Unified School District English Learner Advisory Committee helped PUSD up-
date its English Learner / Multilingual Student Master Plan.  Pictured (with some of the teachers and parents working on the project), seated, 
at center, is Juan Ortiz, PUSD's director of the English Learner / Multilingual Student Programs, at left, with Dr. Juan Arretche, program ad-
ministrator in the district's English Learner department.  At left rear, standing, is Fremont Academy Principal Roger Fasting, Cynthia Sanchez, 
PUSD's director of educational technology, sixth from right, and, at far right, Renee Roy-Buckley, Principal of Madison Elementary School.

Huge success stories... from pg. 1

Huge success stories... pg. 17
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DESCENDANTS OF THE EARLY SETTLERS -- A total of 23 area residents who are descendants of Ygnacio Palomares and Ricardo Vejar, 
early settlers in the area, posed for Historical Society of Pomona Valley Board member Alice Gomez at last month’s annual barbecue at Po-
mona’s Palomares adobe in Palomares Park with nearly 100 people in attendance.  There was even a descendant of Jose Antonio Perez, a 
foreman for Louis Phillips at Phillips Ranch.  From left are Donna Manzanares-Otero, Ginger Garcia, Frankie Dominguez, Gerald Garcia, Sr., 
Vanessa Dominguez, Nadine Garcia, Linka Garcia, Mark Ruelas, Christa Garcia, Patricia Lowell, Leslie Lowell, Joe Garcia, Lauren Garcia, 
Paul Ruelas, Rose Garcia, Randy Garcia, Leonard Garcia, Gerald Garcia, Jr., Edward Bargh, Judy Low, Robert Mora, and Sharon Iolmo.  
Vejar and Palomares in 1837 were granted about 15,000 acres in what is now Pomona and surrounding areas by Mexican Governor Bautista 
Alvarado.

L.A. County Supervisors proclaim Hispanic Heritage Month
Members of the Los Angeles 

County Board of Supervisors vot-
ed unanimously this month to ap-
prove a motion to proclaim Sept. 
15 through Oct. 15 as Hispanic 
Heritage Month in Los Angeles 
County.

The motion was authored by 
Supervisor Hilda Solis and co-au-

thored by Supervisor Janice Hahn.
“Hispanic Heritage Month is 

a time to celebrate and honor the 
rich history, culture, and contribu-
tions of Hispanic and Latino com-
munities,” Solis said in a news re-
lease.  “In Los Angeles County, we 
recognize the profound impact that 
these communities have had on 
our vibrant city and our nation.”

“From the arts and sciences to 
business and public service, the 
achievements of Hispanic and 
Latino individuals have been in-
strumental in shaping the fabric of 
our society,” she added.  “As we 
come together to commemorate 
this month, let us reflect on the 
strength and resilience of these 
communities, and continue to sup-
port and uplift the diverse voices 
that contribute to our collective 
success.”

According to the 2020 U.S. 
Census, the Hispanic/Latino popu-
lation in the U.S. is approximately 
62.1 million, making this the sec-
ond largest racial or ethnic group 
in the country and nearly 19 per-
cent of the American population.

In Los Angeles County, the His-
panic/Latino community makes up 
approximately 49.5 percent of the 
total population, according to the 
release.

The proclamation also directed 
the county’s chief executie of-
ficer to work with the director of 
personnel and other departments 
to identify $100,000 in ongoing 
funding of existing resources for 
the East Los Angeles Mexican In-
dependence Day Parade in 2025 so 
that a county exhibition showcas-
ing career opportunities and social 
services can be presented.

Business owners don't let unexpected events 
hurt their business, and neither should you! 

We provide General Liability, Workers Comp, 
Business Owner Policy, Commercial Auto, 

Commercial Property, and more. 

We find solutions that meet your needs and your budget!

Bahram Golshan
CADOI # 0k54197

bg4insurance@gmail.com
(626) 991-5216

The church has been holding this sale for more than a century!
Information: (909) 622-1373

Housewares • Furniture • Small Appliances • Linens • Toys • Tools
Clothing (men’s, women’s and children) • Costumes • Jewelry
Nuts & Bolts • Decorations • Treasure Chest Items • & More!

Huge Rummage Sale
Gran Venta de Artículos Usados

Saturday, Oct. 19
from 8 am to 1 pm
Sábado, 19 de Oct.

de 8 am a 1 pm

Pilgrim Congregational Church
600 N. Garey Ave.

Pomona

Snack Bar Open All Day • Plenty of Parking
Puesto de refrigerios todo el día • Amplio estacionamiento

Artículos para el Hogar • Muebles • Electrodomésticos
Herramienta • Juguetes • Ropa para hombres, mujeres y niños

Trajes y Disfraces • Tuercas y Tornillos • Adornos
Cofre de Tesoros • y Mucho Más!

Photo by Renee Barbee
LIBRARY FOUNDATION HONORED BY SCHOOL BOARD -- Members of the Pomona 
Unified School District Board recognized the Pomona Public Library Foundation at a board 
meeting this month for their years of work with students in the PUSD schools.  Assistant 
Supt. Fernando Meza told board members the foundation has had a "great partnership" with 
PUSD for years "providing many needed resources for our students."  He said included has 
been their help funding the district's "Homework Club" in which students receive tutoring 
from college students or at the Pomona Public Library to help them get their homework done 
and pass their exams.  The foundation also has helped with PUSD's summer cultural excur-
sion project for field trips, in which school board members including Board President Arturo 
Jimenez and Board member Dr. Roberta Perlman and others have been involved through 
the years.  Pictured after the presentation are honorees, from left, foundation board member 
Duane Smith; Bree Devones Hsieh, foundation board president; and Mary Kate Francesco, 
foundation board member.  Also recognized was Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz, a member 
of the Pomona Public Library Board of Trustees.  Perlman pointed out that the foundation's 
support is always through private funding and never involves public funds for these projects.

The City of Pomona has been 
selected to partner with Claremont 
Lincoln University and the Lin-
coln Institute of Land Policy as a 
participant in the inaugural Lin-
coln Vibrant Communities Teams 
Program, an innovative initiative 
to empower U.S. cities and non-
profit organizations with special-
ized leadership skills needed to 
address critical challenges and 
help build thriving communities.

City of Pomona participates in Claremont 
Lincoln University ‘leadership skills’ program

The program will focus on areas 
including housing, climate, land, 
water, finance and infrastructure, 
according to a news release.

Officials from Pomona joined 
with representatives of Rancho 
Cucamonga, Downey, Glendora 
and Tri-City Mental Health at an 
all-day kick-off event last month 
at Claremont Lincoln University.

Events ranged from evaluating 
Leadership skills... pg. 17

Grants available 
to non-profits!

Are you working or 
volunteering for an area 

non-profit group in 
Los Angeles County with a 

mission of improving 
the community?

Grants of up to $1.5 million 
are now available from 
Los Angeles County’s 
new Justice, Care and 

Opportunities Department 
to help you accomplish 

your goals in the area of 
community investment.

For complete information, 
see the story on page 7 of 

this issue of La Nueva Voz.
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Follow us on 

Facebook, 
Instagram, 
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and Yelp!

A new La Nueva Voz publishes each month 
on the fourth Thursday of the month.

Pick up your free copy of La Nueva Voz at these locations 
and dozens more:
• 	Pomona City Hall lobby
• 	Pomona library
•	Claremont library
•	Claremont City Hall lobby
•	La Verne City Hall lobby
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La Nueva Voz

Our regular readers already 
know that La Nueva Voz has been 
bearing down pretty hard on the 
closure last Dec. 29 of the “transit 
store” operated by Foothill Transit 
in the Downtown Transit Center.  
We’ve had a story every month 
with the exception of only two 
months.

That cut in service for Pomona 
residents, brought to our attention 
by a regular Foothill customer 
and La Nueva Voz reader with no 
other means of transportation, re-
quired Pomona residents and rid-
ers to travel 11.8 miles to a similar 
transit store in West Covina to re-
ceive information, bus route sup-
port and buy bus passes.

Pomona City Councilmember 
Victor Preciado represents Po-
mona as a member of the Foothill 
Transit Joint Powers Authority 
board.

He told La Nueva Voz in a con-
versation at the LA County Fair 
following an opening day ribbon-
cutting at the beginning of May 
that he supported a reopening of 
the transit store, although he said 
it may not look exactly the same 
as before.

For one thing, the city-owned 
building is undergoing major ren-
ovation, which is why Preciado 
said an option would be to bring 
the service into city hall and have 
city staff perform essentially the 
same functions at the counter dur-
ing construction.

OPINION
Attention Councilmember Preciado:  Foothill ‘transit store’ closure approaches one-year anniversary, needs your attention!

A couple of months ago, Pre-
ciado told La Nueva Voz he was 
attempting to schedule a meeting 
with Foothill Transit CEO Doran 
Barnes to try to work something 
out.  He even said he’d take along 
Pomona’s Public Works Direc-
tor Rene Guerrero to sit in on the 
meeting.  That meeting has not 
happened.

For a little background, that 
transit store operated for the past 
25 years, making it easy for the 
people riding the bus to have 
the service they need right there, 
across the driveway from the bus-
es.

And its closure, according to 
Foothill’s own records and the 
company’s own admission in a 
routine Title VI (federal compli-
ance) review, failed to comply 
with federal regulations pertain-
ing to placing an undue burden on 
low-income riders and those who 
identify as Black, Indigenous or 
People of Color (BIPOC).

After all, those are the people 
who are supposed to use the bus 
and that’s why the federal funding 
is provided in the first place.  Title 
VI is part of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964.

Foothill applied a creative work-
around to “mitigate” the closure’s 
impact on the 22,000 people who 
used the facility every year – they 
said they’d add a few extra hours 
on two Saturdays each month at 
the West Covina store some 11.8 

miles away.
A Foothill spokesperson this 

month did not provide updated 
numbers for the year to date on 
how many customers were using 
the West Covina store compared 
to last year, so we can’t say one 
way or the other whether anybody 
from Pomona is going to West Co-
vina.  But we don’t believe many 
are.

That same Foothill spokes-
person told La Nueva Voz that 
“when the city presents a proposal 
for providing transit resources to 
their residents, we will of course 
consider it.”  But she continues to 
insist there are no plans to reopen 
the transit store at its original lo-
cation.

The Federal Transit Adminis-
tration, part of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation, is already 
taking a look at all of this in terms 
of possible non-compliance based 
on inquiries and related informa-
tion from La Nueva Voz.

According to Foothill’s reports 
available on their web site, the Po-
mona closure saved Foothill only 
$40,000 out of its $230 million 
annual budget.

But at this point, our focus is re-
ally on Councilmember Preciado.

Mr. Councilmember, we know 
those pull-ups you help organize 
are important, as is the home food 
delivery program where you serve 
as a volunteer.  We’re not sure if 
you’re still volunteering on Fri-

days at Café Libros.  You make 
the time for all of these projects.

But this transit issue is impor-
tant, too, Mr. Councilmember.  
After all, Foothill’s own figures 
showed those 22,000 people visit-
ed the transit store last year – peo-
ple who in many cases don’t have 
computers or even cell phones and 
have no means of transportation 
other than the bus.

As Pomona’s representative on 
Foothill’s Joint Powers Authority, 
where your Form 700 Statement 
of Economic Interests reporting 
shows you are earning between 
$1,001 and $10,000 a year (and 
according to a Foothill spokesper-
son you receive $150 per meet-
ing), it is up to you to represent 
those people, sit down with Doran 
Barnes as you said you would and 

work out that interim solution 
that you yourself came up with – 
opening a special counter window 
in Pomona City Hall to provide 
route information and bus passes.

We even offered in a text to 
you – that you did not reply to – 
to draft a little something at no 
charge for the city to use as a start-
ing point for that proposal Foothill 
was suggesting.

We’ve tried to “play nice” 
all year, as we told you.  But it 
shouldn’t take two months to set 
up a meeting and certainly not nine 
months to get this conversation to 
where it is today.  If you can’t or 
won’t find the time to work this 
out, perhaps it is time for Mayor 
Tim Sandoval to appoint another 
councilmember to the Joint Pow-
ers Authority job who will.

Healed Women Heal, an orga-
nization that supports people who 
have been impacted by domestic 
violence, will hold its sixth annual 
gala next month at the Double 
Tree in Pomona.

The event, on the theme “Rise 
and Shine,” will highlight the 
journey of empowerment and 
self-improvement for women who 
have made great strides and is set 

Healed Women Heal gala set for next month
for 6 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 11.

Tickets are $150.
To RSVP, please visit the web 

site at healedwomenheal.org.
The mission of the organization 

is to educate and empower those 

with developmental disabilities 
impacted by domestic violence 
ensuring that every individual 
feels heard, valued and supported.

For more information, contact 
Tracy Evanson at (909) 927-5389.
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Editor’s Note:  This page is the sixth in a series of a Phase Three statewide program with three focus areas -- “Anti-Hate,” “Socioeconomic Justice 
and Equity” and “Health.”  The program is supported in whole or in part by funding provided by the State of California, administered by the California 
State Library in partnership with the California Department of Social Services and the California Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander American 
Affairs as part of the “Stop the Hate” program.  To report a hate incident or hate crime and get support, go to https://www.cavshate.org/.

Hate, Justice, Equity and Health – Phase Three of an 
on-going series as La Nueva Voz participates in a statewide 
program as newspapers attempt to help make a difference

“Socioeconomic justice and equity” has a lot of meanings and a lot of applications.
One of them applies to those “justice-involved” individuals returning to the community and 

into society as they work to avoid returning into the “system.”
Leading the charge to provide services to these individuals in Los Angeles County – more 

services than there is room in this entire newspaper – is Songhai Armstead, a Los Angeles 
native and a Los Angeles County Superior Court judge who retired after nearly six years.  She 
said she decided there needed to be more to the justice system than her three options of jail, 
prison or release.

“I thought we needed a larger array of opportunities for folks,” she told newspaper publish-
ers, reporters and other members of the Latino Media Collaborative last month in Los Ange-
les.  “One of the things that I realized was that everyone who needed help, if they wanted help, 
we don’t have enough to go around,” she said.

It was that thinking that two years ago resulted in the Los Angeles County Board of Su-
pervisors, at her urging, creating the county’s newest department, known as the Justice, Care 
and Opportunities Department with “Judge” Armstead serving as director heading up a staff 
of about 125 employees.

And those services she’s providing?  She’s able to provide a lot of services – directly to 
those leaving the system or to non-profit organizations providing services to the public in Los 
Angeles County – based on an annual budget of $300 million set aside for grants funding 
alternatives to incarceration and community investment.

Anyone reading this working for or supporting one of those non-profits?  The Justice, Care 
and Opportunities Department, because it is still a relatively new agency in the county, is 
actively looking for qualified non-profits to apply for and receive grants under that $300 mil-
lion budget, so without having to read any further, give them a call at their call center at (833) 
LAC-JCOD or (833) 522-5263, reach them on Instagram using the handle @lacjcod or visit 
the web site at justiceconnect.org.

Their focus is on organizations in the community – in all parts of Los Angeles County -- in 
need of grant funding of $1.5 million or less and currently, looking ahead at year three, they 
have 153 groups receiving grants valued at $175 million spread over a three-year period.

Armstead believes it is important to plan on a three-year basis since most grants tend to be 
for a year with agencies spend that long just figuring out how to spend the money and end up 
losing some of the funding before they can accomplish their goals.

Then what is this two-year-old county department doing to help?
For one thing, employees are stationed daily in courthouses and even at the Los Angeles 

County Jail, right there where people in need of services are walking past them on their way 
out, asking them what they can do to help.

They even have small rolling laptop carts in courthouse halls to enable providing services 
on the spot.

“If you’re getting released from jail or prison, we want to make sure that people have access 
to folks being able to help connect to the services at the moment that they leave,” Armstead 
said.  “It doesn’t mean you have gone to prison -- you could just have had contact with law 
enforcement and you’re looking for help.”

She got the idea by going to the jails and talking to inmates, asking what she could do to 
help.

“When I leave here, I don’t have anywhere to go but where I’ve been” was a typical re-
sponse she received, she said.

So, her new county department works to help keep people from getting back into the same 
cycle.

For example, somebody may call their call center seven days a week from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
to say they’ve just been released and they don’t have anywhere to go.

“We will send a car and come pick you up and we’ll take you to emergency housing, we’ll 
connect you with a care manager,” Armstead said, adding that she prefers “care manager” to 

New county department brings ‘justice and equity’ 
to just-released inmates and others

“case manager.”
“And that person will help you with job training, getting your i.d., getting you the right 

treatment” including mental health services and even partnering with the public defender 
for expungement assistance if needed.

The “care manager” will continue to “walk with that person along their journey to help 
them get back on their feet,” Armstead said.  

Plus, there’s no cost for any of their services, they don’t ask for identification or citizen-
ship documents of any type, and it is strictly “do you need help, we’ll help you.”

“I do believe that if a person wants help we should provide it but if you don’t want help, 
then we need to know you 
don’t want help,” Arm-
stead said, adding she’s 
trying to eliminate every 
obstacle from a person 
changing their life if they 
want to change their life.

She said during her 
work on the bench, she 
noticed a lot of people 
didn’t make it to court, 
didn’t go to probation, 
and didn’t go to see their 
parole officer, all of which 
can result in additional jail 
time.

“We will pick you up, 
we will take you to court, 
we will take you to proba-
tion, we will take you to 
parole,” she said.  “I don’t 
believe that everybody 
belongs in community . 
. . but if you’re ready for 
community, and you’re 
ready for help, we want 
to make sure you have ev-
ery opportunity to support 
you.”

How do those in need of the services learn about it?  There are cards and posters in the 
courts, every law enforcement agency knows about it, her department sends out teletypes 
and more.

“It’s actually word of mouth,” she said, adding that they are even working on radio ads – 
and everything is in both English and Spanish.

Last month’s Latino Media Collaborative roundtable with representatives of “BIPOC” 
(Black, Indigenous and People of Color) newspapers was another effort to get the word out, 
particularly in communities impacted by the criminal justice system.

And they are working with a translation service so they can receive calls in virtually any 
language.

“We have lots of challenges . . . one of the challenges is letting people know that we ex-
ist,” Armstead said, and another philosophical challenge is determining “when is the right 
time for people to change their lives.”

“We’re the non-government govern- Justice and equity... pg. 18

Songhai Armstead
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La Nueva Voz by the school district 
as part of the public records disclo-
sure, asked members of the PUPIL 
board to accept his resignation from 
the board “effective immediately.”

“I wholeheartedly apologize for 
everything that has transpired be-
cause of my bad decisions,” he said 
in the letter.  “I can assure you that I 
have taken the necessary steps to fix 
my wrongdoing, and I wish you the 
best in your future endeavours. (sic)”

However, La Nueva Voz reached 
out to Camacho by e-mail for his 
comments and things became com-
plicated.

Camacho told La Nueva Voz the 
same controversy came up during his 
first school board election campaign 
in 2020, although La Nueva Voz has 
noted it was without the background 

documents.  The authenticated e-
mails and documentation did not sur-
face until this month’s public records 
requests from La Nueva Voz.

Camacho explained in an e-mail 
that when he served on the PUPIL 
Foundation board, he was “in charge 
of distributing scholarship checks and 
distributed a majority of them.”

“A few of them from students who 
did not respond stayed in my car 
while I was at a work conference,” he 
said.  “During this time, my brother 
gained access to them without my 
knowledge and cashed them.  Upon 
returning, I was made aware of what 
happened.”

“This was shocking to me, and I 
should have asked the board to in-
quire more and press charges, but 
knowing that it was done by my 
brother who kept my car to take my 
mom to and from work, I asked the 
board how I could remedy the issue,” 
Camacho said in his e-mail.

He said he paid the money back 
in full less than two days later and 
resigned “because I believed that me 
staying on the board would compro-
mise the trust that funders and folks 
who donate have for the PUPIL 
Foundation.”

“My only mistake was taking the 
blame not knowing that it would be 
used against me later on,” he added.  
“In 2017, I was working full-time 
and making a stable income – I was 
teaching financial literacy.”

“I did not need to steal or defraud, 
and I was well aware how checks 
work – in no universe would Al-
fredo Camacho think he would get 
away with doing this,” he said.  “It 
was a crime by someone in my fam-
ily who was desperate and on mind-
altering substances.  This issue was 

not brought up for years until I ran for 
office and became a political threat.”

He called the allegations “desper-
ate mudslinging by political oppo-
nents.”

He said he posted a similar expla-
nation on his Facebook page in 2020.

La Nueva Voz sent follow-up        
e-mails to Camacho asking him to 
identify his brother, but no response 
was received before press time for 
this issue.

Interestingly, the PUPIL founda-
tion essentially was dissolved nine 
weeks after Camacho’s letter of resig-
nation when a letter from PUSD ter-
minating the memorandum of under-
standing between PUSD and PUPIL 
informed Jimenez her board could no 
longer solicit funds on behalf of the 
district’s schools.

And a letter from Jimenez to Marti-
nez and members of the school board 
acknowledged the termination of the 
memorandum of understanding, add-

ing that all remaining funds would 
be transferred to the Pomona Com-
munity Foundation “with an MOU 
to be drafted stipulating its restricted 
purposes.”

The Pomona Community Foun-
dation, according to its articles of 
incorporation provided to La Nueva 
Voz in the package of public records 
released, is a “nonprofit public benefit 
corporation  . . . organized under the 
nonprofit public benefit corporation 
law for charitable purposes.”

It was organized in January 2008 
with Jim Henwood, formerly presi-
dent and CEO of Fairplex, as its ini-
tial director.

A Feb. 5, 2019, e-mail from Renee 
Graves to Jim Moore and Jeanelle 
Jimenez indicated the balance the 
previous month expected to go to 
the Pomona Community Foundation 
was $80,461, of which $35,316 was 
“temporarily restricted by external 
donors.”

Then what does it all mean?
At this point, that is still unclear.  

On one hand, as one observer close 
to the development put it, the “stolen” 
checks incident, as the police report 
described the alleged matter, even 
though the funds were returned, im-
pacted the kids for whom the schol-
arships were intended – and, because 
of the apparently resulting dissolution 
of the PUPIL foundation, impacted 
all the students who would have con-
tinued to receive scholarships had the 
foundation continued its work.

And on the other hand, the incident 
impacted the teachers themselves 
who, according to this source, regu-
larly contributed their own funds to 
PUPIL for the benefit of the children.

In an even broader sense, he said, 
the incident impacted the entire Po-
mona community based on lost op-
portunities never realized in terms 
of the resulting positive growth that 
could have been achieved through 
supporting outstanding students, 
clearly a benefit that is impossible to 
quantify.

Pomona City Councilmember 
Victor Preciado, one of a half dozen 
endorsements Camacho lists on his 
campaign web site, was the only one 
to respond to La Nueva Voz question-
ing whether he would withdraw his 
support based on the alleged check 
fraud revelations.

Preciado appointed Camacho 
to the Pomona Planning Commis-
sion on Dec. 12, 2018, long after the 
June 29, 2017, letter of apology from 
Camacho when the events occurred, 
making it clear that Preciado knew or 

could have known of the checks mat-
ter when he made the appointment.

He told La Nueva Voz before a rib-
bon cutting this month he would not 
change his position this time around 
and he did not change his position 
four years ago when he became aware 
of the allegations during Camacho’s 
first run for school board.  Camacho 
lost to Lorena Gonzalez four years 
ago in a 53 to 46 percent vote.

The race was for a vacant seat 
when Jason Rothman opted not to 
seek re-election.

Gonzalez decided against running 
this year, leaving the seat open once 
again.  Camacho currently is running 
against Tamara Gonzalez.

Wei Tsu Loh, president of Associ-
ated Pomona Teachers, the PUSD 
teachers’ union, responded in a tele-
phone call to La Nueva Voz e-mail 
and telephone messages seeking 
comment for this story.  

While her original comment was 
that she would have no comment, La 
Nueva Voz continued asking ques-
tions and she acknowledged that the 
teachers’ union was aware of the 
checks allegations at the time the de-
cision was made to endorse Camacho 
in the November election.

She declined to comment beyond 
that, explaining that she did not feel 
comfortable in the conversation.

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval, 
also endorsing Camacho in the cur-
rent campaign, did not respond to a 
La Nueva Voz e-mail asking if these 
revelations would cause him to with-
draw his endorsement.

La Nueva Voz also reached out to 
Pomona’s John Clifford, a member 
of the city’s new Ethics Commission, 
asking what if anything all of this 
would mean to Camacho’s Planning 
Commission connection.

“We can impose fines, we can’t 
impose any other kinds of sanctions,” 
Clifford said in an e-mail.  “We also 
can’t run investigations as all our 
work has to be done in open meet-
ings.”

He added the commission has held 
only three meetings and is working 
on trying to convince members of the 
Pomona City Council “to give some 
teeth to the commission and have a 
real commission to do this, obviously, 
needed work.”

Pomona City Clerk Rosalia Butler, 
responding by e-mail to a La Nueva 
Voz request for clarification, said 
there are “currently no regulations 
that exist regarding appointed posi-
tions holding multiple offices.”

In other words, in theory, if Cama-

cho is elected to the school board, he 
could continue to serve in his current 
capacity on the Pomona Planning 
Commission.

La Nueva Voz also reached out to 
Pomona City Manager Anita Gutier-
rez, but she responded by e-mail that 
she would not be commenting on this 
matter.

Then there’s yet another part of this 
story that, unfortunately, makes it ap-
pear that PUPIL preferred that the en-
tire matter never see the light of day.

For one thing, it appears no press 
release, public announcement or 
other public notification from PUPIL 
or, for that matter, the school district 
-- under a different school board and 
a different superintendent -- ever be-
came a matter of public record -- until 
the rumor mill reached La Nueva Voz 
and the official documents were ob-
tained.

Secondly, and perhaps more dis-
turbing, an annual “Registration Re-
newal Fee Report to Attorney Gener-
al of California” was filed by PUPIL 
on June 27, 2018, roughly a year after 
the entire checks matter occurred.  It 
was stamped “received” by the attor-
ney general’s office on July 3, 2018.

Question two, Part B (statements 
regarding organization during the pe-
riod of this report, which was July 1, 
2016 through June 30, 2017, the day 
after Camacho’s letter of apology) 
asked if “during the reporting period, 
was there any theft, embezzlement, 
diversion or misuse of the organiza-
tion’s charitable property or funds?”

The box was marked with an “x” 
for “No.”  And the official form was 
signed – “under penalty of perjury 
that . . . it is true, correct and com-
plete,” as the form stated above the 
signature line -- by Renee S. Graves, 
treasurer.

La Nueva Voz, through this ac-
count of what happened, is not at-
tempting to come to any conclusion 
but is simply trying to present the 
facts on all sides.  While it is clear the 
checks were changed, it is up to the 
reader to decide whether all of this 
was a case of “the dog ate my home-
work” in an elaborate explanation, 
or whether it really was Camacho’s 
brother and the real issue was care-
lessness in leaving the checks in an 
unsecured location.

And on Camacho’s current cam-
paign for a seat on the PUSD school 
board?  If he is elected, he would be 
one of five board members oversee-
ing the district’s $424.6 million bud-
get and the education of 21,000 stu-
dents.

Alleged check fraud scheme... from pg. 1

Pictured is Alfredo Camacho's letter to PUPIL.  La Nueva Voz modified the illustration 
only to remove extra space above the signature.  The content was not changed.
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Terms available on approved credit. Expires 11/1/24. 
See Metro Honda for Complete Details. Subject to vehicle availability.
Los términos de acuerdo a crédito aprobado. Efectivo hasta 11/1/24.

Visite Metro Honda para detalles completos. Sujeto a disponibilidad de vehículos.

WINSUPPLY OPENS IN POMONA -- Winsupply of Pomona, offering plumbing, pipes, valves and fittings, and indus-
trial supplies to the trades and to the public, opened the company's Pomona location in a 2,700 square foot office and 
warehouse with an official Pomona Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting last month.  Pictured, cutting the ribbon, is 
owner Ray Zamorano, with a little help from his wife, Liza Zamorano, and their daughter, Jemma. Pictured at far left is 
Pomona Chamber Ambassador Essence Guss; and, from center, are Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval, Kimberly Masse 
of Los Angeles County Assessor Jeff Prang's office, Jenny Macias of Assemblymember Freddie Rodriguez' office, 
Frank and Domenica Carrillo of Pomona's "On Time Photo Booth Rentals," Tracy Evanson of Healed Women Heal, 
Chamber Executive Board member Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz, and Chamber President and CEO Monique 
Robles.  The company is located at 651 New York Drive, Pomona.  For information, call (909) 310-0239.

Photo by Renee Barbee
RIMMI HUNDAL STEPS DOWN AT TRI-CITY -- Members of the Pomona City Council honored Tri City Mental 
Health Executive Director Rimmi Hundal this month, recognizing her 16 years of service to the agency that serves 
Pomona, Claremont and La Verne.  Hundal took the position of Chief Deputy Director for the Los Angeles County 
Department of Mental Health.  Tri City's current Chief Financial Officer Diana Acosta was appointed by Tri City's 
governing board to serve as Interim Executive Director until a permanent successor is selected.  Pictured is Hundal 
with members of the Pomona City Council accepting the recognition.

Two seniors at Pomona’s Diamond 
Ranch High School have been selected as 
semifinalists in this year’s 2025 70th an-
nual National Merit Scholarship program.

Ryan N. LeFevre-Dhore and Shakari J. 
Sykes were among 16,000 academically 
talented students who, as semifinalists, 
will have an opportunity to continue in 
the competition for some 6,870 National 
Merit Scholarships worth nearly $26 mil-
lion.

The scholarships will be offered next 
spring when the students are graduating 

Two Diamond Ranch High School seniors 
named National Merit Scholarship semifinalists

from high school.
Students were in their third year of 

high school when they took the PSAT/
NMSQT testing last October to enter 
the National Merit Scholarship program.  
More than 1.3 million juniors in about 
21,000 high schools entered the program 
by taking the test, which serves as an ini-
tial screening of program entrants.

About 95 percent of the semifinalists 
are expected to attain finalist standing, 
and about half of the finalists will win 

National Merit  Scholarship... pg. 14
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Fox Community Culture Fund 
Board member Andrea Galván un-
veiled a new annual Pomona Mural 
Festival concept last month that, when 
it gets off the ground in a couple of 
years, is expected to add jobs, boost 
the local economy and create a des-
tination event in Downtown Pomona 
with all the benefits to the city and the 
region that go along with it.

Galván presented the new plan at 
the annual meeting of the Downtown 
Pomona Owners Association at Po-
mona’s Maxximo Italian Restaurant 
and Banquet Hall.

It was the DPOA’s first time se-
lecting business winners represent-
ing the Downtown Pomona area.  
O’Donovan’s Pub received the “Busi-
ness of the Year” 
award.

Galván told the 
group the Pomona 
Mural Festival 
currently is in the 
early stages of fun-
draising, getting 
the community in-
volved and work-
ing with City Hall 
to see if some of the 
city’s “Art in Public 
Places” fund can be 
made available to 
the project.

In a tele-
phone inter-
view with La 
Nueva Voz this 
month, she said 
she expects to 
spend her first 
year on fund-
raising and get-
ting the artists 
together.  She 
added that most 
of the actual 
murals will be 
in Pomona, al-
though the goal 
is to bring more 
art to the entire 
region while 
creating a new 
signature event 
in Pomona.

The concept already has worked well in 
other communities including, as an exam-
ple, the Wynwood area of Miami where an 
art project created 5,000 new jobs related to 
the arts economy in Miami and Wynwood 
and resulted in 20 percent of all of Miami’s 
parking transactions being logged just in 

Plans unveiled for ‘destination event’ 
annual Pomona Mural Festival

Downtown Pomona Owners Association COO Heidi Ortega, 
at left, and DPOA President Cathy Tessier, of Arteco Manage-
ment, kick off last month’s DPOA annual meeting.

Pomona City Councilmember Victor Preciado, at left, poses with representatives 
of Pomona’s Conceptual Art Therapy, winners of this year’s DPOA “Outstanding 
Achievement” award.

The DPOA “Excellence in 
Service” award went to Joey 
Negrete of the DPOA main-
tenance team.  From left are 
Pomona City Councilmember 
Victor Preciado, Negrete, An-
thony Moreno of State Sen. 
Susan Rubio’s office, DPOA 
President Cathy Tessier, and 
DPOA COO Heidi Ortega.

Destination event... pg. 18

The DPOA’s “Visionary Award” went to Arteco Manage-
ment.  Accepting the award, at right, is Victor Tessier, 
with Pomona City Councilmember Victor Preciado look-
ing on at left.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT RECOGNITION -- 
Fire Capt. Jeremy Frye, Battalion 15, Fire 
Station 186, was recognized last month by 
the Pomona Optimists at their “Public Safe-
ty Award Honorees” dinner for his work last 
year with the department’s Fire Ground Sur-
vival Training program in which 2,500 per-
sonnel were trained in life saving fire fighter 
survival skills and how to properly deploy as 
a Rapid Intervention Crew, all to help save 
lives and better prepare members of the de-
partment.  Pictured from left are Battalion 
Chief Matt Briones, Frye, Acting Asst. Fire 
Chief Dustin Robertson, and Deputy Fire 
Chief Eleni Pappas.  Frye has served with 
the Los Angeles County Fire Department 
since January 2008.

POMONA OPTIMISTS PUBLIC SAFETY 
AWARD HONOREES -- The Pomona Opti-
mist Club held its annual 2023-2024 “Public 
Safety Award Honorees” recognition awards dinner last month at Fuego Cocina and Cantina in Downtown Pomona.  Pomona Police Depart-
ment Motor Officer Michael Varnum was the club’s honoree for police and Fire Capt. Jeremy Frye was the honoree for fire.  Pictured, from left, 
are Pomona Police Chief Mike Ellis, Varnum, Deputy Chief Christian Hsu, and Optimist Club President Lorraine Canales.  Varnum, a member 
of the Traffic Services Bureau as a Motor Officer since 2016, was recognized for his leadership in the development of the department’s Major 
Accident Investigation Team and for his traffic collision investigation skills.

Photo by Renee Barbee
CALLING ALL SUPERHEROES! -- It was a day for a kid to be a kid last week in 
the Pomona Civic Center when the fifth annual Pomona Children's Festival had 
everything from a Pomona Police Department bike rodeo to a giant bubble party, 
free food and gifts for the kids and more.  Pictured are some of the kids -- of all 
sizes -- dressed as their favorite superhero since that was the dress code for the 
day.  More than 1,000 kids and their parents turned out for the event.
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Cal Poly Pomona officials and 
Congresswoman Norma Torres 
cut the ribbon last month for a 
new Cal Poly Pomona Communi-
ty Innovation Hub so that the uni-
versity, in the words of President 
Soraya Coley, “can once again 
have a footprint in Downtown Po-
mona.”

The new facility is located in 
Pomona’s Mission Promenade in 
the offices once occupied by for-
mer State Sen. Connie Leyva.

“It’s always been the intent to 
be connected more physically 
with the community,” Coley told 
guests.  And, referring to Torres, 
who provided funding for the 
project, Coley said she “captains 
our university and our region in 
instrumental and transformative 
ways.”

“This Innovation Hub is just 
one more example of her com-
mitment to this region, to our 
entrepreneurs, to our innovators 
and especially to our small busi-
nesses,” Coley added.

“This call for innovation and 
entrepreneurship and career 
growth will be a new beacon of 
opportunity for creative minded 
individuals of all backgrounds,” 

Cal Poly ‘Innovation Hub’ opens in Downtown Pomona

CAL POLY RETURNS TO DOWNTOWN POMONA -- Officials cut the ribbon for a new Cal Poly Pomona Community Innovation Hub in 
Downtown Pomona last month.  Pictured, from left, are Cal Poly Provost Terri Gomez, Cal Poly President Soraya Coley, Congresswoman 
Norma Torres, Olukemi Sawyerr, associate vice president for the Office of Academic Innovation, and Cal Poly Vice President for University 
Advancement Frances Teves.

she said.
The Innovation Hub is designed 

to encourage the launching of new 
pursuits and building capacity for 
new careers while providing sup-
port to build skills in science, en-
gineering, technology, math, edu-
cation, art and agriculture.

Classes and events will be 
held there for everything from 
financial planning to 3D printing 
workshops.  It is managed by Cal 
Poly’s Office of Academic Inno-
vation.

“Our goal is to create a dynam-
ic environment where creativity 
meets opportunity, ensuring that 
Pomona’s workforce is at the 
forefront of progress and ready 
to tackle the challenges of tomor-
row,” said Olukemi Sawyerr, as-
sociate vice president for the Of-
fice of Academic Innovation.

“We are actually investing in 
the future of our community,” 
Coley said.

“Cal Poly has been in the 
trenches in our city for a long, 
long time,” Torres said.  “We are 
so proud to have been able to de-
liver this money and we’re going 
to keep the doors here open even 
if we have to write another grant.”

Torres was able to provide fund-
ing for the project through a $1 
million community project fund-
ing request.  Once funding runs 
out, if additional federal funding 
does not become available, Cal 
Poly has a revenue generating 
plan in place that will enable the 
project to continue, according to 
Sawyerr.

The cost of running the facility 
is $225,000 per year and includes 
a full time staff and two part-time 
student assistants, she told La 
Nueva Voz.

A Cal Poly Pomona Downtown 
Center was open from 2000 to 
2009 and hosted educational and 
cultural programs for both youth 
and adults.  It was part of an ef-

fort to support the revitalization 
of Downtown Pomona and of-
fer programs that would benefit 
the community, according to a 
spokesperson for Cal Poly.

The Community Information 
Hub is located at 101 W. Mission 
Blvd., Suite 111, Pomona.  For 
more information, call (909) 869-
5228.



14 • Thursday, September 26, 2024 • La Nueva Voz

Each office independently owned and operated.

POMONA CHAMBER'S FIRST VIRTUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT -- More than 40 golfers participated last week in the 
first ever Pomona Chamber of Commerce "Virtual Golf Tournament" at Glen Oaks Driving Range in Glendora.  Golfers 
virtually played Pebble Beach Golf Links -- all from their driving range trees with the help of computer monitors showing 
both the course and the path and distance of their shots.  Participants in the inaugural "Birdie Bash Golf Fundraiser" 
included, from left, Pomona School Board President Arturo Jimenez, Jeff Schenkel and Chamber Executive Board 
member Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz, Pomona Chamber Board Chair Nef Cortez of Galaxy Re/Max Realty in Dia-
mond Bar, and returning Chamber Board member Dr. Enrique Medina of Medina Consulting.

a National Merit Scholarship, earning the 
“Merit Scholar” title.

The nationwide pool of semifinalists rep-
resents less than one percent of U.S. high 
school seniors and includes the highest 
scoring entrants in each state.

The number of semifinalists in a state is 
proportional to the state’s percentage of the 
national total of graduating seniors.

A semifinalist must have an outstanding 
academic record throughout high school, 
be endorsed and recommended by a high 
school official, write an essay and earn SAT 
or ACT scores that confirm the student’s 
earlier performance on the qualifying test.

Every finalist will compete for one of 
2,500 National Merit Scholarships of 
$2,500.  In addition, about 770 corporate-
sponsored scholarship awards will be 
provided by about 130 corporations and 
businesses, and about 150 colleges and 
universities are expected to finance an-
other 3,600 college-sponsored scholarship 
awards for finalists who will attend those 
colleges.

The National Merit Scholarship Corp., 
a not-for-profit organization that operates 
without government assistance, is based in 
Evanston, Ill.  It was established in 1955.  
The organization underwrites the scholar-

ships with its own funds and 
by approximately 280 busi-
ness organizations, higher 
education institutions and 
individual donors to honor 
the nation’s scholastic cham-
pions and encourage the pur-
suit of academic excellence.

National Merit Scholarship... from pg. 10
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Do you have a news story?
We want to hear from you 

or your organization.
Send your news tips to: 

reneebarbee7@gmail.com

GRAND OPENING FOR POMONA’S 11TH STARBUCKS -- A Pomona Chamber of Commerce ribbon-cutting and more than 30 Garey High 
School cheerleaders -- and members of the Garey High School Band -- all helped make it official at the grand opening last week of Pomona’s 
newest Starbucks.  Manager Roxanne Rodrigo, who was manager of the former Starbucks at Mission Boulevard and Garey Avenue, said 
several staff members moved down from the previous location while others came from other stores.  And she added that half of the staff came 
from Garey High School.  The store opened for business earlier this month.  Both Rodrigo and District Manager Ruben Castorena grew up in 
Pomona.  Cutting the ribbon is Rodrigo (with the scissors) with the help of Pomona City Councilmember Nora Garcia as Castorena, behind 
Garcia, looks on.  Pictured from left are Pomona Chamber President and CEO Monique Robles, Chamber Ambassador Domenica Carrillo of 
Pomona’s “On Time Photo Booth Rentals,” Ambassador Essence Guss of Healed Women Heal, Chamber Board members Marco Argote and 
Heidi Ortega of the Downtown Pomona Owners Association, Chamber Executive Board member Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz, Chamber 
Board member Frank Guzman of Pomona Pride Center, Ambassador Tracy Evanson of Healed Women Heal, and, at far right, Chamber 
Board member Victor Caceres of Pomona’s Youth and Family Club.  The new Starbucks -- featuring both indoor seating and drive-through 
service -- is located at 1908 S. Garey Ave., Pomona.

GRAND RE-OPENING CEREMONIES -- It was a grand re-opening ceremony this month conducted by both the Pomona Chamber of Com-
merce and the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Pomona after a little refurbishing because of a fire at Mariscos El Ostion, at 995 W. Mission 
Blvd., Pomona.  Pictured cutting the ribbon are owners Efren and Blanca Gonzalez.  The restaurant was located on Holt Avenue in Pomona 
for three years and moved to the Mission Boulevard location in 2010, according to Efren Gonzalez who told La Nueva Voz everything now is 
better than ever.  Pictured at left is Pomona Chamber Ambassador Blanca Angel, a California notary public, and Chamber Executive Board 
member Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz, and at far right, Pomona City Councilmember Victor Preciado, Hispanic Chamber President Minerva 
Hernandez, and Pomona Chamber President and CEO Monique Robles.

“Healthy in Pomona” and West-
ern University of Health Sciences 
will hold a free “Health and Well-
ness Fair” next month on Western 
University’s Pomona campus.

The event is scheduled for 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
26, in Western University’s main 
corridor west of Towne Avenue 
and Second Street and the Patient 
Care Center.

It will offer access to resources 
including free medical exams, 
dental and vision screenings, men-
tal health resources, immuniza-

Free ‘wellness fair’ set for next 
month at Western University

tions and vaccinations, resources 
for youth, families and seniors, 
and workshops and fun activities 
for all ages.

Participants will include stu-
dents, faculty and staff from West-
ern University, Tri-City Mental 
Health, East Valley Community 
Health Center, Pomona Valley 
Hospital Medical Center and oth-
ers.

Register in advance or at the 
event.  For more information, e-
mail healthyinpomona@gmail.
com.

The Historical Society of 
Pomona Valley is looking for 
volunteers during the month 
of October to lead school tours 
of Pomona’s Palomares Adobe 
with area fourth graders on their 
local history field trips.

Included will be teaching kids 
about plants, how the blacksmith 
shop operated, demonstrating 
how to make bricks, trying to 
lasso a wooden horse and more.

The tours are conducted in 
small groups and volunteers will 
be given notes and light train-
ing.

Volunteers are needed on site 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
and can volunteer for one day or 
more, with tours scheduled ev-
ery Tuesday and Thursday from 
Oct. 3 through Oct. 17.

For more information or to 
volunteer, call (909) 623-2198.

Volunteers needed by Historical Society 
to give students tours of Palomares Adobe 

Mark your calendars and make 
sure you attend and bring the en-
tire family to the fourth annual 
Kindness Carnival, scheduled for 
2 to 5 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 5, this 
year in Pomona’s Washington 
Park.

The event, this year on the 
theme “Kindness is my Super-
power,” is free and open to the 
public, and offers free popcorn, 
cotton candy, snow cones and pal-
etas from Downtown Pomona’s 
Delicious Freedom.

There will also be braclet-mak-
ing crafts for kids of all sizes, live 
musical entertainment, drumming, 

poetry, Aztec dancers, and more.
Children are encouraged to 

wear their favorite “Superhero” 
costumes.

Raffle tickets will be handed out 
free to everyone at the registration 
booth and winners of the drawing 

will win a flat screen television, a 
bicycle or gift cards.

“On behalf of myself and our 
committee, we look forward to 
seeing you,” said Renee Barbee, 
lead organizer and committee 
chair.

Kindness Carnival set for Oct. 5 at Pomona’s Washington Park
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Although breast cancer remains a sig-
nificant cause of death in women, mortal-
ity from breast cancer has been decreasing 
slightly over the past decade. There may 
be many reasons, including recognition of 
the relationship between oral estrogen and 
breast cancer, as well as improved medi-
cal treatment of cancer patients. There is 
also a deepening 
understanding of 
breast cancer genet-
ics and of the types 
of disease and treat-
ments. In addition, 
the guidelines for 
screening continue 
to evolve, including 
recommended imag-
ing procedures.  

The United States 
Preventive Ser-
vices Task Force 
recommends op-
tional screening 
every two years for 
women aged 40 to 
74, though some 
organizations (in-
cluding the American Cancer Society) 
recommend screening yearly. Women with 
a family history of breast cancer should 
start screening earlier and possibly yearly 
rather than biennially. Women with dense 
breasts may have elevated risk of breast 
cancer, but they are not considered to be 
in the high-risk category. Although certain 
factors may increase risk, it is important to 
note that 85 percent of women diagnosed 
have no family history.

Physical examination and mammogra-
phy remain the mainstays of breast cancer 
diagnosis, though other diagnostic imag-
ing procedures may be used. Ultrasound is 
a wonderful guiding tool to aid in the bi-
opsy of breast nodules, using sound waves 
to evaluate palpable masses or lesions 
seen with mammography. However, on its 
own it is not recommended as a screening 
modality. Younger women with a palpable 

mass should first be evaluated with ultra-
sound, since a simple cyst is benign and 
needs no further imaging. For women over 
35, mammography and ultrasound are ap-
propriate for evaluating a palpable mass. 

The utility of magnetic resonance imag-
ing (MRI) in breast imaging is still being 
evaluated. It is recommended for breast 

lesions that are dif-
ficult to categorize 
by mammography 
or ultrasound. MRI 
also can be used to 
determine the extent 
of disease in women 
with biopsy-proven 
breast cancer prior 
to surgical therapy. 
It also provides an-
other means of im-
aging very dense 
breasts or breasts 
with implants and is 
recommended as an 
additional screening 
modality for women 
who have high-risk 
cancer genes. 

Different diagnostic imaging techniques 
may be helpful in finding a diagnosis, and 
your doctor will make that determination. 
As the patient, your job is to get to know 
your breasts so that you can identify any 
unusual changes. Find a physician that you 
trust and follow their advice.  

The Casa Colina Diagnostic Imaging 
Center makes the testing process faster 
and easier for patients while providing op-
timal diagnostic images. The Center offers 
board-certified radiologists, highly trained 
and credentialed professionals, same-day/
next-day appointments, and Spanish-
speaking staff. Most insurance plans are 
accepted. 

To learn more or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call the Casa Colina Diagnostic Im-
aging Center at (909) 450-0395.

Editor’s Note:  Dr. Jensen is board-certi-
fied with the American Board of Radiology.

How does diagnostic imaging factor into breast cancer screening?
By Gary Jensen, MD 

Casa Colina Diagnostic Imaging Center

Gary Jensen, MD

Pomona Hope will celebrate its 21st year 
of serving the youth and families of Po-
mona at its annual fundraising gala on Sat-
urday, Oct. 19, at Kellogg West on the Cal 
Poly Pomona campus.

Tickets are $100 for the event that gets 
under way at 5:30 p.m.

The organization is a community-driven, 
faith-based non-profit whose local partner-
ships and holistic programs cultivate mean-
ingful relationships and empower people of 
all backgrounds, particularly at-risk youth 

and their families, to work together toward 
personal and community transformation.

Offerings include everything from after 
school programs to a community garden.

To purchase tickets, visit the web site at 
www.pomonahope.org/gala.  Sponsorship 
opportunities are available and raffle prizes 
and silent auction items are requested before 
Oct. 4.

For information, contact Executive Direc-
tor Jeff Johannsen at (909) 921-3618, ext. 3, 
or by e-mail at jeff@pomonahope.org.

Pomona Hope annual gala 
set for next month at Kellogg West

successful master plans and the processes 
to create them to scenario planning.

“This program is part of the city’s on-
going efforts to support leadership devel-
opment opportunities and encourage inno-
vation and creative thinking to address the 
most intractable problems,” said Pomona 
City Manager Anita Gutierrez.  “I look for-
ward to seeing what ideas emerge from this 
program.”

The Pomona team includes George Mon-
tano of the city’s housing department, Crys-
tal Orosco representing Pomona Public Li-
brary, Florycell Valenzuela of community 
services, Denise Hernandez of Pomona 
Police Department community services, 
and Vanessa Moreno, of the city’s Office of 

Violence Prevention.
“The Lincoln Vibrant Community Teams 

Program is a catalyst for transformative 
impact,” said Claremont Lincoln Univer-
sity President and CEO Dr. Lynn Priddy.  
“This Team program is not just about build-
ing skills, it’s about igniting a movement 
that will shape the future of our cities and 
towns.”

Claremont Lincoln University, an ac-
credited, private non-profit university, was 
founded in 2011 out of the John C. Lincoln 
family’s passion for ethical leadership, col-
laboration and respect across differences 
and for developing leaders who can engage 
their communities in addressing social, 
economic and environmental challenges.

Leadership skills... from pg. 5

itself has been around for the past 10 years, 
replacing the former English as a Second 
Language Program when new California 
Department of Education requirements 
changed the focus to integrated language 
development and designated language de-
velopment.

Ortiz told La Nueva Voz that modeling 
and instruction changed, as well, and for the 
first time school districts were required to 
identify student candidates for the English 
Learner Program through a home language 
survey.  If parents respond that the primary 
language in the home is something other 
than English, students are given an exam to 
determine if they need language support.

School districts also now are required to 
produce an English Learner / Multilingual 
Student Master Plan, something PUSD 
worked on with the help of a District Eng-
lish Learner Advisory Committee, which 
includes a parent and faculty member from 
each school in the district.  PUSD has been 
in the process of updating and revising that 
master plan over the past three years, and 
the final version included a total of seven 
chapters, from guiding principles and fam-
ily partnerships to progress monitoring pro-
gram evaluation.  It was just approved by the 
school board in June.

Also participating in the plan develop-
ment process was a team from the Center 
for Equity for English Learners from Loyola 
Marymount University.

The staff report to the school board said 
the plan “aligns with the requirements from 
the California Department of Education . . . 
and signifies that PUSD will ensure English 
Learner/Multilingual students receive rigor-
ous, researched based, and equitable instruc-
tion via a comprehensive language acquisi-
tion program.”

“The (plan) ensures continuous academic 
and social emotional supports from initial 
enrollment through reclassification and be-
yond,” the staff report continued.

Then what is it that is causing these kids 
to end up at the top of their class, some even 

becoming valedictorians?
Part of the answer, Ortiz said, is because 

some of the updated approaches included in 
the master plan revision have been imple-
mented along the way over the past four 
years.

“We are implementing systems that are 
becoming more consistent throughout our 
district, from school to school and grade lev-
el,” he explained.  “And we’ve invested in 
our teachers and professional development.”

At the high school level, he said, now ev-
ery teacher is involved in the program.

Ortiz also credited Deputy Supt. for Edu-
cational Services Lilia Fuentes with obtain-
ing funding to provide for the first time a 
resource teacher at every school site.

And he said his team members are work-
ing with the parents, meeting with students 
individually at school, and just emphasizing 
to the students what a huge accomplishment 
it is to reclassify.

It all hits home with PUSD secondary 
students more than anybody and they take 
the process seriously, Ortiz said, which is 
pretty much beating the odds since typically 
students in high school don’t reclassify very 
often.

Just at Pomona’s Garey High School, as 
an example, he said 109 students reclassi-
fied last year compared to 77 the year be-
fore.

And at Garey three years ago a total of 
570 students identified as English learners, 
compared to 322 this year.  Since Garey’s 
student population has not declined that 
much, it is because the students have reclas-
sified by the time they get to high school.

Citing one more innovation, Ortiz said the 
district now offers a path for students with a 
disability to reclassify.  He said prior to last 
year, there was no equitable approach for 
special education students.

“I’m incredibly proud of my team and my 
district,” he said, adding that many people 
have underestimated their children.

Interestingly, Ortiz himself may be one of 

Huge success stories... from pg. 4

Huge success stories... pg. 20



18 • Thursday, September 26, 2024 • La Nueva Voz

Team members from Carnitas Al Estilo Michoacan accept the 
DPOA's "New Business of the Year" award.

Because of a tie vote, there were two winners of the DPOA “Community Champion” 
award.  Pictured, from left, are winners Chara Swodeck and Kyoni Cummings, of Po-
mona’s African American Advisory Alliance, and Virginia Villasenor and her daughter, 
Geraldine Villasenor, of Pomona’s Delicious Freedom USA, along with Pomona City 
Councilmember Victor Preciado and Anthony Moreno, representing State Sen. Susan 
Rubio.

Wynwood.
And the Wynwood area former-

ly was, as Galván put it, predomi-
nantly empty warehouses in a bad 
neighborhood.

She said the goal in Pomona 
will be to give people a “blank 
slate” to say this is what Pomona 
is now and “this is a place I want 
to return to.”

An added plus in Pomona, she 
said, is the city already is known 
for its art district.

“We just need to reaffirm our 
place on the global art stage,” she 
said.

Wynwood now is a year-round 
district which is a goal for Down-
town Pomona as well, she said, 
where she envisions Pomona help-
ing create “an art superhighway” 
that reaches from art communities 
in Los Angeles to Palm Springs.

As another comparison, Galván 

pointed out that Wynwood is 
roughly 30 minutes from Miami 
Beach, and Pomona is about a half 
an hour from Downtown Los An-
geles.

“People will travel for the right 
thing,” she said.  “We envision 
working with local artists and lo-
cal businesses in the community 
(over the next two years) to begin 
building a future for Pomona that 
diversifies the economy, supports 
artists and 
benefits the 
entire city and 
region.”

And, she 
added, all of 
that will ben-
efit everything 
from On-
tario Interna-
tional Airport 
to tourism 

throughout the entire region.
Galván, who is a senior proj-

ect manager at the UCLA Health 
Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer 
Center at UCLA in Westwood, 
previously worked for Arteco 
Management in Pomona, also as 
a project manager, and already 
was working on the mural festival 
project.  She was able to hold on to 
it as her “personal passion project” 
when she left.

She also holds a master’s de-
gree from Queen’s University in 
Belfast, Northern Ireland in vio-
lence, terrorism and security and 
has worked in disaster response 
and recovery.

“I’ve seen where communities 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

ment department,” Armstead said, 
adding that “you only come in (to 
work for the department) if you’re 
very passionate about the work.”

And it is all funded by Los An-
geles County, although they now 
are receiving some state and federal 
grants.

But the focus is always the same 
– providing services for economic 
opportunity, sustainability, treat-
ment, health services, housing, 
employment opportunities, and 
youth programs, generally with an 
emphasis on communities with the 
most need and the least amount of 
services available.

Also included is assistance with 
diversion programs and care man-
agement services, meeting with 
them once or twice a week to help 
them accomplish things so they can 
do things on their own like have a 
job and obtain housing.

And they call, e-mail or send a 
card to remind people about court 
appearances and, if needed, drive 
them to court and take them back 
home – all to eliminate the possibil-
ity they will forget something.

Armstead cited an example of 
an unhoused individual appearing 
in her courtroom who had to go to 
a probation office in Venice, drug 
treatment on “Skid Row” in Los 
Angeles, and mental health services 
in Long Beach.

“He had no transportation,” and 
every time he appeared before 
her, he was in violation,” she said.  
“Who could do that?  You can’t set 

a person up for an environment that 
they can’t move in – you become 
helpless and then you commit more 
and more crimes.”

“Those are the things we’re try-
ing to prevent,” Armstead said.

Today, she said she’s work-
ing to get people an entire support 
network in the community they 
are familiar with or provide them 
with other support instead of send-
ing them to locations throughout 
Southern California.

When Armstead was serving as 
a judge, she had trouble finding re-
sources for people appearing before 
her without having to make numer-
ous telephone calls.

Now, in addition to everything 
else, her department oversees the 
Rapid Diversion Program which, 
as of January, reports that 93 per-
cent of its graduates did not have 
another criminal case filed in Los 
Angeles County after completing 
the program.

Another program helps pay their 
rent on a phasing out basis as long 
as individuals get and maintain a 
job.

This only county department 
of its type in the country not only 
seems to be catching on – oth-
ers already are taking a look, and 
Armstead is already working with 
Arizona where they are trying to 
duplicate what her department is 
doing here.

Armstead herself is a pretty good 
model – just based on what she’s 
seen as a judge working in a court-

room in the Clara Shortridge Foltz 
Criminal Justice Center, the largest 
criminal courthouse in the country.

For example, just this month, 
Justice Care and Opportunities 
in partnership with the non-profit 
Holiday’s Helping Hands opened a 
new interim housing site for justice-
impacted women and families in 
Long Beach.

And as part of the planning pro-
cess, her team had to ask all of the 
tough questions like is the site for 
the new facility “gang neutral,” just 
to make sure her own department 
wouldn’t be placing 
individuals back in 
an environment that 
could get them back 
in old habits on the 
street.

On her philoso-
phy of placing ser-
vices where they 
are needed, her 
department just 
purchased a build-
ing right across 
from County Jail on 
Bauchet Street that 
she said she’s going 
to “knock down” 
and build a build-
ing there to provide 
care management.  
And while waiting 
for that to happen, 
she’s talking to the 
Los Angeles Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Depart-
ment about putting 

Justice and equity... from pg. 7
an office trailer at the jail.

She’s even planning on launch-
ing a 28-bed transitional housing 
facility across from Los Angeles 
General Medical Center, expected 
to open in a matter of weeks.

“I supported the creation of the 
Justice, Care and Opportunities De-
partment because it would stream-
line our Care First, Jails Last initia-
tives and strategies,” Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Hilda Solis said 
last year when Armstead was sworn 
in as director of the new depart-

ment.
“I trust that Songhai Armstead 

will be the leader we need to follow 
through on the board’s vision to im-
prove community investment, pub-
lic safety, and justice,” Solis added.

Bottom line?  This innovative, 
new Los Angeles County program 
is working as an already essential 
tool in lowering the county’s reli-
ance on incarceration by reducing 
both recidivism and homelessness, 
all while making communities saf-
er.

Destination event... from pg. 11

can go wrong,” she said.  “We’re 
not doing enough (in the Inland 
Empire) to bring good jobs to 
build out the economy.”

“Art is a great way to improve 
people’s perception in the commu-

Destination event... pg. 20
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Services are pending 
for Jeff Hodge, a long-
time Pomona collector, 
philanthropist and Pomo-
na American Legion Post 
30 leader, who died this 
month at his home.  He 
was 78.

Born and raised in 
the Rialto and San Ber-
nardino area, he moved 
to Pomona when he at-
tended and graduated 
from Cal Poly Pomona.  
He received a bachelor’s 
degree in mechanical 
engineering and went to 
work for the U.S. Navy 
shipyard in Long Beach.

When the nation’s draft lottery 
went into effect during the Viet-
nam War, Hodge chose instead to 
enlist in the U.S. Army.

Although he was asked to go 
to Officer Candidate School, he 
chose instead to serve as an E4 
Specialist with the 1st Special 
Forces unit in Vietnam.

Upon his return to the U.S. 
following his deployment, he 
worked for Wayne’s Sweeper in 
Pomona (the company name and 
ownership changed several times 
through the years), a manufacturer 
of street sweepers with an impres-
sive history in the industry that 
was a source of pride to Hodge.  
He continued telling the story of 
the company throughout his adult 
life.

Hodge also teamed up with 
three people to build a “funny car” 
drag racer after getting out of the 
service, a plan that was never able 
to pan out although he enjoyed the 
experience, nonetheless.	

And he always looked forward 
to attending events and meeting 
the drivers when the NHRA came 
to town.

He was a respected member of 
the Historical Society of Pomona 
Valley for more than 20 years and 
a dedicated self-described lifelong 
history buff, as well.

And in February 2020, he re-
ceived the first-ever Jacobus 
Award “for helping to preserve 
the rich history of the Pomona 
Valley” from the Historical Soci-
ety for the donation to the group 
of his entire estate, much of which 
was expected to go on display at 
Pomona’s Ebell Museum.

Included in his donation were 
multiple automobiles, his house, 

Services pending for Pomona historian 
and philanthropist Jeff Hodge

Jeff Hodge

and even several Salsbury motor 
scooters – in the class of Vespas 
and Cushmans – that were manu-
factured in Pomona after World 
War II from 1947 to 1950.

Hodge told La Nueva Voz at 
the time his attorney was so im-
pressed with his gifting gesture 
that he prepared the paperwork at 
no charge.

Hodge added the Historical So-
ciety would be able to retain some 
of the items on display for their 
historical value and sell others to 
support the organization as mem-
bers see fit.

Historical Society President 
Deborah Clifford told La Nueva 
Voz at the time Hodge had “an in-
credible Pomona archive.”

The award was named in honor 
of Sarah M. Jacobus, an early li-
brarian in Pomona, who was in-
strumental in creating the Histori-
cal Society in 1916.  She served as 
the city’s third librarian from 1906 
to 1940.

He collected vintage plomb 
automotive tools, can and bottle 
openers, Coca-Cola collectible 
vehicles, Pomona memorabilia 
and his amazing Pomona business 
card collection that is estimated 
to contain approximately 10,000 
cards.  He organized the collec-
tion in three-inch ringed binders 
by area of the city.

Hodge was a member of the Po-
mona Eagles for the past 14 years, 
where he always had a joke ready 
on hand. 

At American Legion Post 30, 
Hodge served as Pomona Histo-
rian for the past four years but had 
been a member for more than 30 
years where he worked diligently 

•	 Motopatínes, sillas que se elevan, 			 
	 camas, servicio, reparación, instalaciones

• 	 La mayoría de seguros son aceptados

specialtymed.com

Jeff Hodge... pg. 20
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The following public service ads are courtesy of La Nueva Voz

 Pomona Public Library Hours
Monday through Thursday

Noon to 7 p.m.
Saturday

11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday and Sunday

Closed

833-LAC-JCOD
(833-522-5263)

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

DEPARTMENT

nity,” she said, adding that stud-
ies have shown that simply plac-
ing public art in landscaping near 
crosswalks can reduce pedestrian 
fatalities by up to 93 percent.

Individuals and groups interest-
ed in getting involved in the proj-
ect, helping identify art and artists 
in the future, and in donating to 
the effort can visit the web site at 
www.foxcommunity.org or e-mail 
info@foxcommunity.org.

The Fox Community Culture 
Fund works to promote projects 
in Pomona where aspiring and 
seasoned artists can freely explore 
their talents.

In addition to O’Donovan’s, 
other categories receiving awards 
at the event included Conceptual 
Art Therapy for the “Outstanding 
Achievement” award, Pomona’s 
African American Advisory Alli-
ance and Delicious Freedom both 

won “Community Champion” in a 
tie, and Joey Negrete of the DPOA 
maintenance team won “Excel-
lence in Service.”

John Pena of JP Group, owner 

Destination event... from pg. 18
the best examples for the students 
– he didn’t speak English until kin-
dergarten and he graduated from 
the University of Notre Dame.  
And he still remembers that one 
special kindergarten teacher, Miss 
Suzuki, who spent part of her lunch 
hour reading to him and giving him 
a little extra attention.

“I feel very happy for our stu-
dents that their ability has been 
shown,” Ortiz said, adding that for 
the students “being able to be bil-
iterate and authentically bilingual 
is a huge advantage wherever they 
go, college or career.”

“It opens up the world to them, 
especially in California,” he said, 
and not only simple language, as 
the students are becoming academ-
ically fluent in English – some-
thing he said is a “game changer” 
for the kids.

“Our school board is really ex-

cited, their feedback on the plan 
(was) it was very clear and acces-
sible to a wide variety of audiences 
. . . very deep and thorough and at 
the same time acceptable to every-
one,” Ortiz said.  

And he’s excited for the teachers 
since, he said, the real work begins 
making sure this document lives 
throughout the district and impacts 
the lives of the students.

Ortiz said he was lucky he had 
Miss Suzuki in kindergarten in 
Baldwin Park.  But he said today, it 
shouldn’t be a matter of luck that a 
student gets the right teacher – re-
gardless of where a child enters the 
district, that student should receive 
the same level of support.

He said so many people come to 
this country for a better life.

“Every English learner is some-
one’s American dream,” Ortiz said.  
“We’re in charge of that.”

Huge Success stories... from pg. 17

The DPOA “Dedication Award” went to John Pena of JP Group.  From left are Pomona 
City Councilmember Victor Preciado, Pena, and Anthony Moreno of State Sen. Susan 
Rubio’s office.

of the new Maxximo, won the 
“Dedication Award,” Arteco Man-
agement won “Visionary Award” 
and Carnitas Al Estilo Michoacan 
won “New Business of the Year.”

to organize and help label items 
and photos.

He remained active at the post 
attending meetings and volunteer-
ing on beautification days.

He was honored for his military 
service by Pomona Mayor Tim 

Sandoval and members of the Po-
mona City Council in 2019.

Hodge was preceded in death 
by his father, Robert Earl Hodge; 
his mother, Mary Louise (Savage) 
Hodge; and his brother, Robert 
Earl Hodge, Jr.

Jeff Hodge... from pg. 19

Interested in who has been arrested by Pomona Police in Pomona?
Please check our weekly listing at http://www.lanuevavoz.net 

and click on “Arrest Logs” on our home page.
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An official ribbon-cutting cere-
mony was held this month to open 
a replica of the original Pomona 
City Stable, a historic building 
completed in 1909, which once 
housed horses essential for trans-
portation and public works before 
the advent of motor vehicles.

The new City Stable was part 
of a roughly $32 million city up-
grade project that included a Wa-
ter Resources Department admin-
istration building, a warehouse, 
demolition of the original stable 
and site improvements in addition 
to the new City Stable, according 
to Pomona Water Resources Di-
rector Chris Diggs.
The roof and walls of the origi-

nal building at 636 W. Monterey 

OFFICIAL RIBBON-CUTTING -- Officials cut the ribbon this month to mark the opening of 
a new replica of the original Pomona City Stable building which has been demolished.  Con-
struction of the replica took two years to complete.  Pictured, from left, are Historical Society 
of Pomona Valley President Deborah Clifford, Pomona Historic Preservation Commissioner 
Chara Swodeck, Pomona City Manager Anita Gutierrez, Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval, Po-
mona City Councilmember Steve Lustro, Three Valleys Municipal Water District Director Car-
los Goytia, Historical Society Past President Mickey Gallivan, Pomona Water Resources 
engineer Nichole Horton, and Historic Preservation Commissioner Debra Martin.

Pomona’s ‘horse and buggy days’ gone but not forgotten, due to new replica of original Pomona City Stable
Ave. – that was not being used 
at the time – collapsed in 2017 
and steel poles were installed to 
support and preserve the remain-
ing portions of the structure due 
to its historical value.  The poles 
remained in place until 2022 
when the original building was 

demolished after 
the decision was 
made “to honor the 
building’s historic 
significance by rep-
licating its design, 
preserving its leg-
acy as a marker of 
the city’s transition 
from a horse-pow-
ered era to modern 
urbanization,” ac-

cording to the ribbon-cutting 
program notes.
Also in 2022, a ground-

breaking was held for con-
struction of the 4,343 square 
foot replica, which is located 
at 725 W. Commercial St., 
Pomona, two-tenths of a mile 

A ‘replica’ Pomona City Stable -- a recreation of the city’s building literally from horse and buggy days that was built in 1909 -- is now 
open for business two-tenths of a mile from the original facility which had deteriorated and has been demolished.

from the original City Stable site.
The new building includes a 

lobby, a large meeting room,     
restrooms, a break room and a 
conference room.  Separate Wa-
ter Resources Department build-
ings have been constructed just 
east of the City Stable building to 
replace existing water resources 
buildings at 148 N. Huntington 

St., which has been demolished, 
all part of the department’s plans 
to replace administrative build-
ings, a compilation of repurposed 
buildings, some built in the late 
1800s, according to a city spokes-
person.
A hallway connects the new City 

Stable building to the new water 
resources building next door.

Optimist Club BINGO set for tonight
The Pomona Optimist Club will hold an evening of 

BINGO on Thursday, Sept. 26, at the Eagles Lodge in 
Pomona.

Hours are 6 to 10 p.m. and a $45 donation includes 
two BINGO cards for 10 BINGO games.  Doors open at 
5:30 p.m.

Dinner catered by Ruben’s BBQ is included in the cost 
of admission, with a menu that offers sliced beef brisket, 
chicken breast and more.

The Pomona Eagles Lodge is located at 954 W. Mis-
sion Blvd., Pomona.  For information, call Sonia Molina 
at (626) 526-1831.

Please visit our web site 
at www.lanuevavoz.net 
to see the latest issue of 

La Nueva Voz, 
past issues and more!
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La Iglesia Príncipe de Paz en Pomona te invita a esta 
gran reunión. El Presibiterio de California de la Iglesia Cristiana 

Interdenominacional desea conocerte, darle gracias a Dios 
por tú vida, y orar por tú necesidad. ¡Prepárate!

Para más información, llamanos al 909-750-0331
o visitanos en: 895 E. 7th St., Pomona, CA 91766

Domingos: 10 am y 2 pm • Martes, Jueves y Viernes: 7:30 pm

Elect Lorraine Canales for City Council District 6!
Endorsed by the Estel Family -- Greg, Laura, Gregory and Matt Estel

www.Lorraine4D6.com

Working to:
• increase revenue
• tackle violence and crime
• address the unhoused
• repair streets and alleys
• address illegal dumping

“Working for clean, safe neighborhoods and a better quality of life!

Ad paid for by Greg Estel and the Estel family.
Not authorized by a candidate or a committee controlled by a candidate.

Promoting:
• good jobs and fair wages
• educational opportunities
• sports and recreational programs

Photo by Renee Barbee
'I HAVE A DREAM' VIEWING -- Members of the NAACP Pomona Valley Branch held their 10th annual viewing of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s "I have a dream" speech last month at their "Solidarity Center" in the Village at Indian Hill.  
Panelists included Ryan Houston, Louilyn Hargett and Gary Lett.  Guest speaker Cal Poly Pomona President Dr. Soraya Coley is pictured third from left.  Pomona Valley Branch President Jeanette Royston is pictured seated in front.

Kindness Carnival set for Saturday, Oct. 5, Washington Park
See ad and story page 15!
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Llameme para un presupuesto ahora

Photo by Devyn Stein
SERVICE CLUBS MONTH IN POMONA -- Members of the Pomona City Council approved a proclamation this month proclaiming September as "Service Clubs Month" in the City of Pomona.  The recognition pointed out that service 
clubs engage in community service, charitable work and fundraising and, in some cases, have been doing just that in the community for more than 100 years.  The proclamation said the recognition was "in appreciation of all the signifcant 
contributions these organizations make to our community."  Pictured with members of the Pomona City Council are some of the members of the Lions, Optimists, Rotary and Kiwanis.

Kindness is my superpower!
Oct. 5 from 2 to 5 pm

Washington Park
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Vote for Arturo Jimenez November 5 
Pomona Unified School District Trustee Area 3

Re-elect School Board President Arturo Jimenez 
to the Pomona Unified School District Board

Following are some of my accomplishments over the past four years:
• 	 Supported the School Board effort that resulted in $13.9 million in state funds for Pomona Unified School District to expand workforce 
	 development and career exploration for students
• 	 Supported the School Board effort to create an Aviation and Aeronautics instructional program for Pomona Unified School District
• 	 Supported the School Board effort to create Lopez Urban Farm as an educational and community resource for both children and adults
• 	 Ensured fiscal accountability, improved academic achievement and decreased dropout rates
• 	 Continued drug and gang interventions, increased funding for art and music, upgraded school facilities and increased staff training for safer 	
	 schools
• 	 Helped institute anti-bullying programs, provided access to mental health services, improved communication with parents and families, and 	
	 increased computer and internet accessibility

Algunos de mis logros durante los ultimos 4 años:
• 	 Respaldé la iniciativa del consejo escolar que resultó en $13.9 millones en fondos estatales para el Distrito Escolar Unificado de Pomona 		
	 para expandir el desarrollo de la fuerza laboral y la exploración de carreras para estudiantes. 
• 	 Respaldé la iniciativa del consejo escolar para crear un programa educativo de Aviación y Aeronáutica para el Distrito Escolar Unificado de 	
	 Pomona
• 	 Respaldé la iniciativa del consejo escolar para crear la Granja Urbana López como un recurso educacional y comunitario para niños y adultos 
• 	 Aseguré la responsabilidad fiscal, mejoré el éxito académico y reduje el índice de abandono escolar
• 	 Continué la intervención de drogas y pandillas, incrementé la financiación para el arte y la música, modernicé las instalaciones escolares, e 	
	 incrementé las capacitaciones de los empleados para mejorar la seguridad en las escuelas
• 	 Ayudé a establecer programas contra el acoso, proporcioné acceso a servicios de salud mental, mejoré la comunicación con los padres y 	
	 familias, e incrementé el acceso a computadoras e internet

Arturo Jimenez has been endorsed by:
California State Supt. of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond, Labor Leader and Civil Rights Activist Dolores Huerta, Retired State Sen. Connie Leyva, 

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval, Pomona City Councilmember Victor Preciado, Mt. San Antonio College Board Member Laura Santos, 
UFCW Local 1428 President Mark Ramos, Former Pomona City Councilmember Cristina Carrizosa, and Former Pomona City Councilmember Debra Martin.

For more information or to become involved, contact Arturo Jimenez for Pomona School Board 2024 
by e-mail at arturo@votearturo.com or visit the web site at www.votearturo.com.

Paid for by Arturo Jimenez for Pomona School Board 2024  ID# 1429422


