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Freeways and roadways are
almost empty — from the 71 in
Pomona to the four-level inter-
change in downtown Los Angeles.
Schools, beaches, parks and most
stores remain closed and residents
remain “safer at home” with the
exception of running out for essen-
tial services. And late last month
the U.S. Navy moved its U.S.N.S.
Mercy into the Port of Los Angeles
to act as an emergency hospital.

That plan initially was intended
to provide the ship as a huge medi-

It’s different now, but it WILL be over!

cal resource with its 1,000 beds,
1,200 medical personnel and 70
crew members, operating rooms
and more for non-coronavirus pa-
tients in an effort to free up beds in
Los Angeles County’s shore-based
hospitals for an anticipated incom-
ing wave of COVID-19 patients.
Gov. Newsom earlier this month
shifted that plan to include using
the Mercy to help “decompress”
skilled nursing facilities in the Los
Angeles area by taking non-COV-
ID-19 patients from those facilities

By Jeff Schenkel
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Pool photo by Carolyn Cole / Los Angeles Times

MERCY ARRIVES IN LOS ANGELES -- California Gov. Gavin Newsom, at the podium,
speaks during a “virtual” news conference in front of the U.S. Navy’s U.S.N.S. Mercy after the
huge humanitarian support ship tied up in the Port of Los Angeles late last month to provide
back-up emergency hospital capabilities during the COVID-19 crisis. Pictured, at right, is Los
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti and, at center in rear, is U.S. Navy Rear Admiral John Gumble-
ton, who was credited with handling logistics to bring the Mercy to Los Angeles. Also pictured
are representatives of the Region IX Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and
the California Office of Emergency Services.

DRIVE-THROUGH SERVICE IN THE RAIN -- Pomona Unified School District food ser-
vice workers say it’s just what they do. The rest of us might say this is another part of
the “new normal” we’re all living in. But for the 3,000 kids receiving 6,000 meals a day,
five days a week (including breakfast and lunch), the school district’s drive-through “grab
and go” program is an important part of their day -- and of their life. With the schools now
closed, workers have moved the program outside on the curb -- and they are delivering
the meals rain or shine, as is evident in this photo on a rainy day this month. Pictured in a
pink rain suit with four sacks for one customer in front of Ganesha High School is Elizabeth
Gutierrez and, in blue on the sidewalk, Imalda Aldrece, both regular food service workers
all year round at Ganesha. (See story page two.)

on board the hospital ship.

The move was part of Newsom’s
approach to protect residents and
employees of California nursing
home and residential care facili-
ties, where the virus has been re-
ported to be spreading.

“Older Californians and those
who are medically fragile are at
higher risk of becoming seriously
ill due to COVID-19,” Newsom
said in a news release.

Newsom said in a news briefing
last month the state “had been or-
ganizing ourselves around a surge”
that requires a two-thirds increase
in the hospital system.

And he issued a call for retir-
ees in the medical profession or
those nearing graduation in medi-
cal schools to sign up to get on the

“platform” as paid professionals to
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Mayor Sandoval says Pomona is complying with COVID-19 mandates but
doubts President Trump’s May 1 goal for re-opening the country is realistic here

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval
said businesses and residents in Po-
mona seem to be complying with
all of the COVID-19 mandates but
on President Trump’s newly an-
nounced strategy to reopen large
sections of the country by May 1,
he was less than optimistic that
could happen here.

PAID ADVERTORIAL

Adjusting to the new normal... A message from Tri-City Mental Health

Sandoval said he would defer
to health officials like Los Ange-
les County Department of Public
Health Director Barbara Ferrer,
but that he believes there could be
a “serious impact” resulting from
opening the country back up too
soon and then having the COV-
ID-19 curve go back up.

The COVID-19 pandemic has rapidly altered how we live, work, learn and connect. Everyone is doing their best to adjust to a life where
quarantine, physical distancing, virtual meetings, virtual connections, working from home and home school is now part of the course.

If you're feeling the emotional and mental weight of this new reality, you're not alone. While we cannot control the changes and
challenges we currently face, we can control our thoughts, behaviors and reactions around them. We can allow ourselves to let go of the way
of living we once knew and embrace new plans and routines. We can practice self-care and get creative about activities that we can control at
home. We can be self-compassionate and forgive ourselves for not knowing how to manage these new demands, whether it means being a parent and a teacher
at the same time or a hard worker suddenly unemployed.

It is important to live in the present moment and focus on the things in your life that bring you joy and pleasure. Understand that while we are physically
distant, none of us is alone and we are all going through this together. Reach out virtually to your family, friends, neighbors and community. Start a new hobby,
add humor to your day, be spiritually grounded, practice gratitude and be of service to others. We may discover benefits to this new way of living which we can
carry with us when life does go back to normal.

Tri-City is here for those who need support

+ Call our Navigator team at (888) 436-3246 for resources

e (Call our Wellness Center at (888) 593-4448 for available telehealth support groups
* Are you experiencing serious emotional distress and not a Tri-City client? Call our Supplemental Crisis line at (909) 623-6131 for 24/7 phone support
» Need someone to talk to? Call (909) 623-6131 during business hours and ask for Chris Anzalone to be connected to non-emergency support

He was asked by La Nueva Voz
if the president’s May 1 re-opening
date would be realistic in Pomona.

“I doubt it,” he said.

His comments came in a vir-
tual “Coffee Connections” on-line
event sponsored this month by the
Pomona Chamber of Commerce
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Pomona Unified’s food services team keeps free lunch
program up and running — rain or shine — durlng COVID

Pomona Unified School Dis-
trict’s food services team has
moved its free breakfast and
lunch program out of the kitchen
and onto the curb for a “grab and
go” drive-through program at six
schools during the COVID-19
school closure — and team mem-
bers are delivering as many as
6,000 meals a day, rain or shine.

La Nueva Voz caught up with
Daryl Hickey, the school district’s
director of food and nutrition ser-
vices, outside Pomona’s Ganesha
High School this month during the
fourth week of the drive-through
program.

“Our first day we served about
500 kids (districtwide) and each
kid gets a sack breakfast and lunch

. and then Friday we did over
3,000,” Hickey said. He explained
since each student receives both a
breakfast and a lunch, the number
works out to 6,000 actual meals a
day.

He pointed out that the number
has grown based on a combination
of demand and more people learn-
ing about the program.

“As this situation changes and
evolves, we’ve seen more par-
ticipation as things have become
more scarce in the grocery stores,”
he said. “We’ve seen a lot of gen-
uine gratitude.”

Hickey said comments from
parents include thanking team
members for the fresh produce
and milk, which has been difficult
at times to find in the stores.

He said one team member
walked to the back of a car as the
trunk was “popped” and found a
little “thank you” sign inside.

“Every day whatever we serve
we prepare more than (we’ll need)
so we don’t run out,” he added,
although he admitted it was diffi-
cult to know what to expect during
rainy days this month.

But many of the food items can
be reused the next day.

District trucks drop off supplies
at the six schools and unload in
the kitchen, where food services
team members go to work prepar-
ing lunch for the following day.
There were four team members
inside at Ganesha and two “serv-
ers” outside on the curb along with
two school security officers pro-
viding assistance, but Hickey said
staffing depends on the size of the
school and how many meals they

are serving.

“This is
what we do,”
he said when
asked about
working in the
rain. “It just
shows the ded-
ication of the
staff out here
— that we'’re
all wanting to
make sure that
no matter what
goes on, that
our families
are taken care
of.”

When La
Nueva Voz
stopped by,
breakfast was
milk, juice, a
cereal bar and
an apple. And
lunch was a
peanut butter
and jelly sand-
wich, carrots, an orange and milk.

“Inside” team members roll out
additional supplies when needed,
he said, adding that everything re-
mains refrigerated until it comes
out.

“Sanitation and safety are still
the utmost concern when we are
serving these meals,” said Hick-
ey, who has a bachelor’s degree
in hotel and restaurant manage-
ment with a business minor from
Cal Poly University Pomona. A
resident of La Verne, he’s been in
school food service for 22 years,
the last 17 in Pomona. He worked
for Pizza Hut and Universal Stu-
dios before going into school ser-
vice.

Hickey said anybody is eligible
and there are no income restric-
tions — students simply must be

through “grab and go” program --
na’s Ganesha High School. The school district is offering the free
meals to any student who wants them and because of COVID-19
the program has moved out of the cafeteria and onto the curb
-- and they are giving away a total of 6,000 meals a day Monday
through Friday at six schools offering the drive-throughs.

A Pomona Unified School District ood servces worker rolls out
the next load of breakfasts and lunches for distribution at a drive-

in the rain -- in front of Pomo-

18 and under. He said they don’t
even have to be a Pomona resident
or a student at a particular school
— they can even be from out of the
area and visiting family members.

The summer meals program also
will be free to students, he said.

Drive-through food service cur-
rently is scheduled to continue
through the end of May.

Hours are 7:30 to 9:30 a.m.
Monday through Friday at Em-
erson Middle School, Golden
Springs and Washington Elemen-
tary Schools, Palomares Academy,
and Garey and Ganesha High
Schools.

Hickey oversees 225 food ser-
vice employees in the district.
During the school year, they serve
about 17,000 lunches and 7,000
breakfasts daily.

Same-day COVID-19 tests available
for Los Angeles County residents

Los Angeles County’s CO-
VID-19 Emergency Operations
Center reports that free, same-day
tests are now available for all Los
Angeles County residents who
have symptoms of COVID-19.

Symptoms include fever, cough
and difficulty breathing. Eligibil-
ity is not affected by immigration
status, insurance status, age or un-
derlying health issues.

The county currently offers 29

operational sites including both
drive-up and walk-up sites.

Appointments are necessary
and can be obtained by visiting
lacovidprod.service-now.com/rrs
to determine eligibility.

Test results may take up to three
to four days. Positive test results
will be notified with a telephone
call.

For a full list of locations visit
covid.19.lacounty.gov.

Pomona Unified reports three COVID cases,
steps up ‘distance learning’ planning, turns free
breakfast, lunch program into a drive-through

Despite having three confirmed
cases of COVID-19 among their
colleagues, officials at Pomona
Unified School District are working
double time to adapt to the world’s
“new normal” — in everything from
distance learning to maintaining
service of as many as 6,000 drive-
through “grab and go” meals a day.

The district’s first two COVID-19
cases were reported — in a March 28
letter from Supt. Richard Martinez
to the district’s parents, guardians
and community members — “onsite
at Lexington Elementary and/or po-
tentially the Visual and Performing
Arts Office at the Village at Indian
Hill.”

It was not known if either staff
member had contracted or had been
exposed to the virus prior to the dis-
trict’s full-scale closures on March
13.

The district immediately went
to work disinfecting the Lexington
site and, two days later, embarked
on a program of disinfecting all dis-
trict locations.

Both employees were reported
recovering in their homes.

Martinez said he had “reason to
believe” the third employee, re-
ported to the community on April
11, only had contact and exposure
in the district’s administrative head-
quarters at 800 S. Garey Ave., Po-
mona.

The individual was reportedly
“doing well . . . under doctor’s
orders and is doing everything re-
quired to fight effectively against
the COVID-19 diagnosis,” Marti-
nez said.

The employees were not identi-
fied because of confidentiality re-
quirements.

Employees who may have been
in proximity to the exposed team
member have been notified, and
administrative headquarters staff
members were relocated while the
building was “thoroughly disinfect-
ed,” Martinez said.

He encouraged community
members to remain “vigilant” in
following public health guidelines
to keep families healthy and safe.

“We will get through this public
health crisis together,” he said in the
letter.

His notifications of employees
testing positive were being distrib-
uted to the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health, Los

Angeles County Office of Educa-
tion, Pomona Unified School Board
members, union leadership, staff
members, parents in 22,000 house-
holds and 3,000 business partners
and non-profits connected with the
school district in some fashion.

The information also is provided
on the district’s social media plat-
form including Facebook, Insta-
gram, Twitter and the district’s web
site.

Upon request from La Nueva
Voz, members of the news media
now have been added to the list
since, as La Nueva Voz pointed out,
some residents and businesses in
the area of confirmed coronavirus
cases may not have children in the
school system or otherwise have
access to the district’s reports.

The school district, the seventh
largest in Los Angeles County,
serves more than 22,000 students
and maintains a staff of more than
4000 teaching and non-teaching
employees.

‘Distance learning’
technology update

Meanwhile, in a rare Saturday
telephone interview with La Nue-
va Voz, Martinez said that while
schools are closed, “distance learn-
ing” or, simply, working at home on
computers, is proceeding on track.

He said educational resources
were available online for all grade
levels for the first two weeks of clo-
sure before spring break.

Every child has a Chromebook
(laptop computer), he said, through
a phased in distribution program
that has been under way for the last
three years. Students at the last two
schools received theirs just before
spring break.

“However, we are learning not
everyone is on (online),” Martinez
said, so the school district partnered
with Spectrum to provide 60 days
of free internet access to homes
without access.

Parents can call Spectrum at
(844) 488-8395 for arrangements.

But he said some parents were
concerned with allowing a techni-
cian into the house because of CO-
VID-19 concerns. His solution was
to purchase additional mobile hot
spots for those families.

Martinez said the district also is
working with Cisco Technology,
a worldwide information technol-

Distance learning... pg. 3
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Fairplex steps up to the plate to assist with COVID but National Guard rumors unfounded

Pomona’s Fairplex is not mak-
ing plans with the California Na-
tional Guard to have troops de-
ployed into bivouac quarters on
the Fairplex campus (for crowd
control, driving seniors to the hos-
pital or setting up hospital beds in
one of the exhibition halls) and
the Sheraton Fairplex Hotel is not
being used to house the homeless
suffering from coronavirus.

These rumors and others have
been floating around on the street
and in social media during the CO-
VID-19 outbreak.

Even Pomona City Manager
James Makshanoff cleared things
up at a Pomona “virtual” City
Council meeting early this month.

Makshanoff told councilmem-
bers he talked to Fairplex Presi-
dent and CEO Miguel Santana

who told him he had not had con-
tact with the National Guard.

“He assured me that’s not the
case right now,” Makshanoff said,
adding that at that time the hotel
was housing 35 residents in quar-
antine mode for COVID-19.

He also told councilmembers
the city has received a $300,000
“transient occupancy tax” pay-
ment from the hotel for the coun-
ty’s use of the facility for COVID
quarantine or self-isolation pur-
poses — the first hotel in Los Ange-
les County to be used as a COVID
facility.

The hotel has been closed to
other guests since last month dur-
ing the COVID emergency. The
arrangement making all 244 rooms
available for quarantine use will
continue at least through the end

of May and possibly through June,
officials said in a Los Angeles
news conference last month.

Makshanoff also told council-
members the city’s residential
solid waste collections during the
shelter in place requirement have
increased to 250 tons of trash a day
compared to the typical 150 tons
per day.

In addition, criminal activity
and calls for service at the police
department are down 30 to 35 per-
cent.

At Fairplex, Santana told La
Nueva Voz the same thing he told
Makshanoff.

National Guard rumors
at Fairplex unfounded

“We have not been approached
by the national guard,” he said in a
Saturday telephone interview two

Distance learning... from pg. 2

ogy (IT) and networking provider,
along with the City of Pomona, to
construct internet “access points”
on city-owned utility poles (the city
has 7,000 poles to choose from) in
areas of the city that have limited
access to the internet.

The superintendent said he be-
lieves this plan will help to “nar-
row the gap” and can get additional
students online quickly, as early
as this month, as soon as funding
is approved and the city manager
approves the installation under the
city’s blanket emergency order.

And, he said, “we’re able to con-
tinue even after this emergency
period,” using the access points for
residents of the selected areas.

Breakdown of actual lessons

Then with all of these technologi-
cal capabilities, what are the kids
actually learning?

Martinez said for the first two
weeks, the district was simply pro-
viding educational resources for all
grade levels — individual students
working with study materials not
guided by a teacher.

The reason for that, he said, was
the district initially believed the
closure would be only for the two
weeks before spring break.

But once all timing projections
were out the window, teachers be-
gan meeting early this month and
after spring break students returned
to work online with actual instruc-
tion, real assignments being given,
and entire classes connecting online
using one of several internet confer-
encing services.

“And it’s pretty easy to maneu-

ver,” Martinez said. “It’s not too
difficult to host a meeting.”

This approach will include the
district’s special education students
with specialists like occupational
therapists or adaptive physical edu-
cation support staff involved in the
process.

“We want to make sure we’re
providing equity across the sys-
tem,” Martinez said, even though
teachers will be working remotely.

He said the “distance learning”
will continue through the last day
of school, which is May 29.

“Many of our teachers, they
knew this was coming” and started
working right away by remaining
in contact with their kids online to
continue projects they were work-
ing on.

“I think the parents appreciated
that,” he said.

For summer school, he said the
district is planning different contin-
gencies — digital learning but also
in-person summer school, depend-
ing on when things open back up.

He said summer school normally
starts the week after the end of the
regular school year, or the first work
week of June. High school is ready
for digital if they need it, he said.

And that different type of sum-
mer school, for students who may
need additional support or need to
accelerate, is ready for elementary
and secondary students, although
the district is planning to invest in
a larger summer program this year.

“We are envisioning a larger
summer program, larger than we’ve
had in the last 15 years,” he said,

because it is unknown when the
students will be able to return to
school.

But he said students normally
keep their Chromebooks over the
summer months anyway.

Why 15 years? Martinez said the
district has received funding only
for high school summer school for
the last 15 years.

He said this year’s summer
school for elementary and middle
school students will be more of an
intervention type of summer school
or, as he said, more of what summer
school used to be, making sure they
learn what they should have learned
—even though it is still unclear how
this will all be funded.

“We know our parents are going
to say ‘you’ve got to do more for
our kids’ (because of time lost dur-
ing the school year) and we’re go-
ing to be ready to do that,” he said.

Plans for
commencement exercises

Although this part of the story
is not exactly “breaking news,” a
lot of things that normally happen
at the end of each school year are
being “altered,” Martinez said, al-
though he preferred to say “post-
poned.”

“Cancellation is not an option,”
he said — his intention is to sched-
ule these sometime in June, July or
August.

After all, he said, these are im-
portant “celebrations” for kids who
have put in 13 years of school.

And he’s going to see that they
happen “whenever they allow us to
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days before the city council meet-
ing.

And, he added, the hotel is not
being used for homeless COVID
patients but, in many cases, people
like firefighters.

“A number of firefighters there
have been exposed (and) can’t go
home or to the station,” Santana
said, explaining they need a place
to stay while getting their testing
results or, if testing comes back
positive, a place to keep away
from the general public.

He also said only trained profes-
sional medical technicians are be-
ing used inside the hotel to avoid
exposing volunteers to COVID.
In addition, patients are being
brought into the hotel through a
side door to avoid unnecessary ex-
posure in the hotel’s lobby areas.

Commenting on the homeless
rumor, he said Los Angeles Coun-
ty has contracted with a number
of hotels for exclusive housing of
homeless COVID patients.

“This hotel is not one of those,”
he said.

Drive-through testing

Fairplex also is hosting one of
the county’s three (to date) drive-
through testing facilities for COV-
ID-19. Appointments are required
and patients must enter at Gate 17
(McKinley Avenue and Fairplex
Drive).

A pre-screening process is re-

quired at coronavirus.lacity.org/
testing.

Testing is available seven days
a week.

Santana told La Nueva Voz 250
tests are being administered from
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily.

Los Angeles County Fire De-
partment personnel and students
from Pomona’s Western Univer-
sity of Health Sciences are admin-
istering the tests to patients who
remain in their cars.

Food pantry and child care

On another part of the Fair-
plex campus, Santana said he is
partnering with Sowing Seeds
for Life, a food bank based in La
Verne, for a drive-through food
pantry. Hours are from 9 a.m. to 1
p-m. with events continuing April
29 and every Wednesday through
May (subject to change).

The program got under way this
month and Santana said more than
1,700 families drove through the
Fairplex drag strip on opening day.

And the Fairplex child develop-
ment center is accepting children
of first responders working in the
area on a “reduced cost” basis.

Santana said the Fairplex web
site is updated frequently with
COVID-related activities happen-
ing on the campus. For more in-
formation, visit fairplex.com and
click on “Message from Fairplex
CEO.”

crisis like this.

needed.

POMONA CEMETERY

VETERAN’S MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM
Monday, May 25, 2020

In honoring our Veterans this year, as we all know it will be a little
different due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Although the cemetery will not be holding the ceremonies as in the past,
as we take this time this year to honor our Veterans, we would hope and ask
that we all take a moment of silence and give thanks to our Veterans who
are currently serving this great country and for those who have given the
ultimate sacrifice to preserve our freedom.

While honoring our Veterans this year, Pomona Cemetery and staff
would like to say thank you to our City of Pomona, our doctors, nurses all
those working in the hospitals, our fire departments, our police department,
our school administrators, our teachers, parents, and students — and to all
of our “essential” workers for delivering and doing their best in a time of

As we approach this Memorial Day this year, let’s all continue practicing
our safe distance measures, washing our hands and wearing our mask when

Let’s remember to be kind and be thankful for our Veterans and all those
who make America the greatest country to live in.
Thank you, stay safe, and God bless.

Pomona Cemetery
2020
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“meet the moment over the next
number of weeks as these numbers
continue to rise.”

Hospitals everywhere are run-
ning out of personal protective
equipment for staff members and
are calling on the public to help
with donations and homemade
masks.

And one doctor in Mississippi
was receiving news media atten-
tion for coming up with a way to
produce ventilators (breathing ma-
chines) for COVID-19 patients for
under $100 using a garden hose, a
lamp timer and other items read-
ily available at the local hardware
store.

What sounds like it could be a
low budget *50s sci-fi “B” movie
or a novel by either Ray Bradbury
or Stephen King is happening
in “real life” in cities and towns
throughout Southern California,
across the country and around the
world. And the way of life it is cre-
ating — complete with daily news
updates from President Trump,
Gov. Newsom, Los Angeles May-
or Eric Garcetti and officials from
Los Angeles County — is becoming
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the “new normal.”

And nobody really knows how
long it is going to last. President
Trump is talking about his plans
to begin a phased in re-opening
of the economy beginning May 1,
although Pomona Mayor Tim San-
doval told La Nueva Voz that’s not
likely here.

In Los Angeles County alone, as
of Tuesday, county officials have
reported 15,140 confirmed cases of
COVID-19 and 663 deaths. A total
of 97 cases have been reported in
Pomona. The first recorded fatality
in Los Angeles County was in Po-
mona, as reported in last month’s
La Nueva Voz.

And confirmed cases in Pomo-
na — although patient names are
not disclosed due to patient confi-
dentiality requirements — have in-
cluded two employees at Cardenas
Markets — one at each of the two
stores on Holt Avenue — and three
employees of Pomona Unified
School District, including one in-
side school district headquarters on
Garey Avenue.

In addition, two employees at
nearby Mt. San Antonio College

tested positive last month for CO-
VID-19, according to a notifica-
tion from Bill Scroggins, college
president and CEO. The college’s
physical campus has been closed
since Newsom’s stay at home or-
der on March 19, with classes and
services moved online.

Mental health agencies are ad-
vertising resources and support
for stress, anxiety and depression,
and domestic violence agencies are
advertising hotline telephone num-
bers, shelters and advice on seek-
ing help from law enforcement.

City council meetings and meet-
ings of other public bodies, along
with press briefings and news con-
ferences, all are virtual, and all
live events everywhere have been
canceled or postponed. And even
Nashville’s Grand Ole Opry, the
center of the world for country mu-
sic, is playing on stage to an empty
house (and with the performers
maintaining social distancing) ev-
ery Saturday night with music tele-
vised and streamed over the inter-
net — all to keep America’s longest
running radio broadcast on the air
during the pandemic. The Opry
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with more than a dozen chamber
members, board members, ambas-
sadors and guests participating.

Later that same day, Los An-
geles County Health Officer Dr.
Muntu Davis issued a revised or-
der extending the county’s “safer
at home” order — which applies to
Pomona — to a new date of May
15, obviously two weeks beyond
President Trump’s May 1 target
date for re-opening the country.
The revised order was announced
in the county’s daily news briefing.

Sandoval said Pomona seems
to be doing a good job complying
with the stay at home and social
distancing mandates, although he
said he is spending most of his time
at home.

“For the most part, I see people
being very responsible,” he said,
adding that he sees very few people
on the streets but that even at the
market his sense is that residents
are making the effort to comply.

He pointed out that the City of
Los Angeles has enacted a man-
datory face mask requirement and
that Los Angeles County is recom-
mending wearing face masks when
out in public.

Sandoval said he wears his face
mask when he goes out.

He thanked members of the Po-

mona business community “for
their resiliency of this moment” in
stepping up in a variety of ways.

“I know it hasn’t been easy,” he
said.

As an example, he said he re-
cently received a call from a coun-
cilmember regarding a food pantry
that was running out of cardboard
boxes used to deliver food to fami-
lies in need.

He contacted a manager at Po-
mona’s Home Depot and the store
was able to donate four pallets of
boxes, or about 500 boxes.

“I see this every single day, peo-
ple stepping up,” he said.

Sandoval told business owners
that there has been a lot of concern
over a March 31 deadline for some
business license renewals, but said
the city is going to work with indi-
vidual businesses on a case by case
basis.

“If you cannot pay it, we’re go-
ing to work with you,” he said,
adding that business owners can
call city staff to work out arrange-
ments.

He said the city plans to extend
the moratorium on foreclosures
or evictions beyond its original
six months limitation. The city’s
original temporary suspension on
residential and commercial fore-

closures required residents to catch
up on payments within six months
following the lifting of the local
emergency.

But he said it will be up to the
state and federal government to
figure out how to handle financial
aid for renters and property own-
ers.

Sandoval said the city is in the
process of setting up a hotline for
residents and businesses to request
information on anything from
dealing with the city to what they
can do if their electricity is about
to be cut off.

However, he pointed out that es-
sential city services are continuing
— from water to police and street
sweeping, although all parks have
been closed.

And he said the city has received
$1.2 million from the federal gov-
ernment for community devel-
opment block grants, something
the city council will be looking at
to determine where those funds
should be allocated, possibly in-
cluding residents and businesses
in need.

He said the city is also creating
an emergency action “Post CO-
VID-19” committee to focus on

priorities once the city begins its
Pomona complying... pg. 5

has broadcast more than 4,900 Sat-
urday night shows since 1925.

There is some good news as
California begins to flatten the
curve on COVID-19. When Gov.
Newsom and Los Angeles Mayor
Eric Garcetti staged their virtual
news media briefing just after the
Mercy tied up late last month in
the Port of Los Angeles, Newsom
told reporters California was still
experiencing double digit percent-
age increases of new COVID-19
patients — at the time that figure
was 26 percent over the previous
day. Percentage increases now are
down to mid-single digit increases
(although, in fairness, they are
based on larger numbers).

“We now are seeing a spike that
we were anticipating, that we were
modeling, but that we were subse-
quently preparing for,” Newsom
said. “Part of that preparation is
exampled with the ship you see
behind me — the capacity of up to
1,000 beds within that ship at the
peak consideration, about 550 at
the lower end.”

“It’s just one of many assets that
we are already pre-positioning
throughout the State of Califor-
nia,” he added, explaining that
the state at the time had identified
roughly 4,000 beds of some type
to prepare for the surge. “We are
making progress on every front —
we’re not waiting around.”

He said by continuing physical
distancing and stay at home or-
ders “we can bend that curve, we
can meet that moment,” laying the

foundation of preparation “so that
we can save lives and we ultimate-
ly can meet this moment working
collaboratively and working to-
gether.”

Garcetti called Newsom “the
first governor to take the move that
we needed in this country and to
lead the way.”

“This truly is mercy on the wa-
ter,” Garcetti said.

U.S. Navy Rear Admiral John
Gumbleton, commander of Ex-
peditionary Strike Group 3, was
credited with handling the logistics
for the Navy to allow the Mercy to
move from San Diego to Los An-
geles.

“We’re honored to be here in
Los Angeles supporting FEMA
(Federal Emergency Management
Agency), the State of California
and the city (of Los Angeles) in
this on-going COVID-19 crisis,
Gumbleton said. “The Mercy be-
hind me is uniquely outfitted for
humanitarian assistance and disas-
ter relief, one of the Navy’s core
missions for these ships to perform
around the world.”

“Our embarked medical pro-
fessionals are highly skilled and
trained and ready to support CO-
VID-19 response efforts,” he add-
ed. “By providing care to patients
in need of treatment not related to
COVID-9 . . . they will in effect
serve as a relief valve allowing lo-
cal hospitals to increase their focus
on treating COVID-19 patients.”
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Pomona resident Jeff Hodge honored by Historical Society for donation of estate

Long-time American Legion Post
30 (Pomona) member and supporter
Jeff Hodge was the honored recipi-
ent in February of the Historical
Society of Pomona Valley’s first
Jacobus Award “for helping to pre-
serve the rich history of the Pomona
Valley.”

Hodge, a self-described lifelong
history buff, received the honor af-
ter donating his entire estate to the
Historical Society including his
well-known collections of, in his
words, “all things Pomona” memo-
rabilia — including everything from
business cards to postcards of places
long gone and more.

“I'm big into that,” he told La
Nueva Voz.

The gift will also include his
house, automobiles and even sev-
eral Salsbury motor scooters — in
the class of Vespas and Cushmans —
that were manufactured in Pomona
after World War II from 1947 to
1950.

Hodge, who grew up in the San
Bernardino area but spent most of
his life in Pomona, was awarded
the honor at the Historical Society’s
annual meeting at the Ebell Club
House in Pomona.

“It was an
honor,” Hodge
said in an in-
terview. “Twas
happy to get
it.”

He told La
Nueva Voz his
attorney ~ was
so impressed
with his gift-
ing gesture he
prepared  the
paperwork  at
no charge.

He  added
that the His-
torical Society
will be able to retain some of the
items on display for their historical
value and sell others to support the
organization and the community as
members see fit.

Jan Braunstein, a member of the
Historical Society’s board of direc-
tors, presented the award to Hodge.

Historical Society Board Presi-
dent Deborah Clifford said Hodge
has “an incredible Pomona archive.”

She said the award was named
in honor of Sarah M. Jacobus, an
early librarian in Pomona, who was
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Photo by Duane Smith

POMONA COLLECTOR JEFF HODGE RECEIVES FIRST ‘JACO-
BUS AWARD’ FOR DONATION TO HISTORICAL SOCIETY -- Po-
mona resident Jeff Hodge, who collects “everything Pomona” and
has been doing it for years, received the first-ever “Jacobus Award”
recently for his generous donation of, well, everything to the Historical
Society of Pomona Valley. Hodge, a U.S. Army 1st Special Forces unit
veteran from the Vietnam era, is a long-time member and supporter of
Pomona’s American Legion Post 30. Pictured presenting the award to
Hodge is Historical Society board member Jan Braunstein.

instrumental in creating the Histori-
cal Society in 1916. She served as
the city’s third librarian from 1906
to 1940.

The Historical Society plans to
present the award to donors on an
annual basis.

Hodge, who served with the U.S.
Army 1st Special Forces unit dur-
ing the Vietnam era, was honored
for his military service by Pomona
Mayor Tim Sandoval and members
of the Pomona City Council last
November.
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return to normal.

One result of that committee
already has been a one-page infor-
mation sheet that is being distrib-
uted through markets and in water
bills, since all residents do not have
access to social media and other in-
formation sources.

“Those who have information
will have an advantage over those

who don’t,” he said.

The committee will be focusing
on five areas — basic needs such
as food and shelter, educational
needs, fundraising from the philan-
thropic community, business and
economic development, and health
and wellness.

“I don’t think there’s any entity .
. . that was fully prepared” for this

development, whether at the fed-
eral, state or city level, he said.

“In Pomona, we have an emer-
gency operations team” prepared
to take action to preserve the safety
of the community, he added.

He said he is continuing to en-
courage everyone to be respon-
sible, to stay at home, to wash their
hands and wear a mask.

Closing Announcement

All Eyes Optometry, located at 1035 S. Garey Ave., Pomona, CA 91766, is
permanently closed. We appreciate your business through the years and are very
grateful for your trust in taking care of your eye health and vision.

We have found awesome doctors to take over your eye care needs. Please visit
their website f0g2020.com and give them a call if you need assistance.

Optometric Group of Upland
1095 E. Arrow Hwy.
Upland, CA 91786
(909) 981-5399
Info@ogofupland.com

Thank you.
Michele Atiz OD

Fontana Optometric Group
8381 Juniper Ave. #100
Fontana, CA 92335
(909) 428-2020
Info@f0g2020.com
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congregate once again.”

“I'm already planning for that,”
he said.

Unfortunately, for senior proms
and “grad nights,” he said he
doesn’t know what he can do about
that. But he has committees work-
ing on all of this with parents in-
volved in the process.

“There are just so many moving
targets,” he said.

Keeping the lights on

Even so, the district is still func-
tioning — food services employees
and other essential service provid-
ers are still working and being paid,
and teachers are receiving their full
salaries, thanks in part to an agree-
ment hammered out by Gov. New-
som between teachers, classified
employees, school boards, super-
intendents and principals to work
together to provide quality distance
learning to California’s students.

“While schools might be physi-
cally closed, class is still in session,”
Newsom said in a news release this
month. “The announcement means
that more California kids will have
tools to learn at home during this
crisis.”

The agreement includes a col-
laboration framework for school
employers and employees to work
together on matters of labor and
management to minimize any im-
pact to students through the end of
the school year.

“Everyone is getting paid, includ-
ing the instructional aide, the noon
supervisor,” Martinez said, add-
ing that the state’s ADA (average
daily attendance) funding, normally
based on the number of students at-
tending classes each day, is based
on attendance figures on Feb. 29.

It normally would have been cal-
culated based on April 15 figures
but students, of course, were at
home.

Martinez said the district expect-
ed to receive 97 percent of what
was promised.

Even the business services pro-
fessionals, custodians and ware-
house workers are being paid —
some are called in from time to time
for specific tasks and they receive
the same pay as their counterparts
sitting at home, Martinez said.

And he said the food service dis-
tribution program, something that
is always of vital importance to
students in many parts of Pomona,
is continuing — and is serving as
many as 6,000 “grab and go” drive-
through meals a day.

“My food service workers are the
incredible silent heroes,” he said.
“They are coming out every day
and just feeding our kids.”

The drive-throughs are set up
each weekday at six schools in the
district operating from 7:30 to 9:30
am., handing out both breakfast
and lunch.

City council names Mike Ellis police chief

Pomona’s Interim Police Chief
Mike Ellis became the city’s 22nd
police chief this week following
his appointment by City Manager
James Makshanoff and his unani-
mous confirmation
by members of the
Pomona City Coun-
cil.

Councilmembers
took action on the
matter in a closed
session immediately
before their regular
meeting Monday and
made the announce-
ment at the beginning
of the meeting. His appointment
will become effective on April 26.

He had served as interim chief
since January when Chief Mike Ol-
ivieri retired.

Ellis joined the Pomona Police
Department in October 1998 and
moved up through the ranks of
corporal, sergeant, lieutenant and
captain. He was appointed deputy
police chief in October 2019.

Police Chief Mike Ellis

Ellis holds a bachelor’s degree in
criminal justice management and a
master’s degree in law enforcement
and public safety leadership. He
is also a graduate of the Commis-
sion on Peace Officer
Standards and Training
Command College and
a member of the Pomo-
na Kiwanis Club.

In a city news release,
Makshanoff said he has
worked with Ellis over
the last few months and
believes “he will provide
strong leadership for the
police department.”

“It is truly an honor to serve this
great city as police chief,” Ellis
said. “The men and women of the
Pomona Police Department are sec-
ond to none and it is through their
hard work that this department suc-
ceeds.”

He said his goal is to “continue
improving the quality of life in Po-
mona through ethical, transparent
and progressive policing.”
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Mt. SAC provides laptops to students caught without technology in shift to ‘all online’ classes

Mt. San Antonio College in
Walnut — like schools and uni-
versities everywhere — has tran-
sitioned to all-online classes be-
cause of coronavirus pandemic
restrictions, but the community
college learned quickly that the
move left some students without
the necessary technology to con-
tinue their studies.

College officials looked at
available funding sources for
“loaner” student computers and
the problem was solved.

Some 700 students who signed
up online are receiving their com-
puters through a series of drive-
through distributions on campus.

“Part of the challenge has been
securing enough technology to
give out to the students because
there is limited supply,” said Tan-
nia Robles, director of high school

outreach and manager of the
“Promise Plus” program that pro-
vides resources to students. “As
you can imagine, all the colleges,
all the K through 12 districts are
urgently trying to get the technol-
ogy for their students.”

She said initial funding came
from student equity and achieve-
ment funds in the chancellor’s
office, but they may be able to
obtain reimbursement funding
through the U.S. Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency using
COVID-19 disbursements.

The program is for any student
at Mt. SAC who needs one “be-
cause we understand that there is
great need.”

Students have a choice of ei-
ther a laptop or an iPad with a
keyboard. They can also receive
a wireless hotspot if they need an

COVID survivor plasma needed

Pomona Valley Hospital Medi-
cal Center reports that if you are a
COVID-19 survivor, their patients
need you — you can save lives by
donating convalescent plasma.

Visit the American Red
Cross to learn more at rcblood.
org/34KdgXs.

According to the Red Cross,
people who have fully recovered
from COVID-19 have antibodies
in their plasma that can attack the
virus.

The Red Cross web site in-
cludes eligibility requirements
and a donor eligibility form.

internet connection. Ev-
erything — including the
wireless connection ser-
vice fee — is paid for by
the college.

Generally, she said,
students will return their
equipment at the end of
the spring term.

“But if they register
for the following term
and we are still not of-
fering physical classes,
they will be able to keep
the technology so that
they can continue,” she
said.

The first distribution
last month provided
computers to 200 stu-
dents. And on a rainy
day this month a little
more than 100 were signed up,
although the school plans to have
additional distribution events.

(As a side note, this month’s
distribution was held in the shad-
ow of Mt. SAC’s new $105 mil-
lion sports stadium -- and a $32
million parking structure -- just
across the street that Mt. SAC As-
sociate Dean of Student Success
and Equity Eric Lara said was

Mt. San Antonio College Associate Dean of Student Success and Equity Eric Lara, at left, hands a
“loaner” computer to a student participating in a “drive through” technology distribution program
this month at the school. Some students were caught without computers when Mt. SAC shut
down actual classroom instruction and shifted to online learning and the college came up with a
program to solve the problem.

supposed to have its grand open-
ing the previous weekend. Before
COVID, the stadium was set to be
used for the first time as the site of
graduation ceremonies in June.)
Staff members from the college
library, student services, informa-
tion technology and several col-
lege security officers to help out
all handed out equipment from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m., with an appoint-

il i

ment schedule set up to handle 18
students every half hour.

“So far it’s been nice and
smooth, students drive up, we ask
them for their information, we al-
ready know ahead of time what
they would like and we bring out
the technology and then they just
pick it up at the table,” Robles
said. “We’re trying to keep a min-
imum contact.”

APRIL AND MAY SHOWERS...

When it rains, please turn OFF the sprinklers.

In Southern California as much as 70% of water goes to outdoor
use - landscaping. Most plants do not need daily watering, even

Overwatering can damage streets and sidewalks, encourage plant
diseases, wash nutrients out of healthy soils and ultimately

Visit www. bewaterwise.com to learn more about effective
watering, AND water conservation rebates available in your area.

Landscaping accounts for up to 70% of residential water use.

when it's hot.

destroy plants.

Three Valleys Municipal Water District’s Areas Served:

Azusa, Boy Scouts of America-Firestone Reservation, California State Polytechnic University-Pomona, City of
Industry, Claremont, Covina, Covina Irrigating Co., Diamond Bar, Glendora, Golden State Water Co., Hacienda

Heights, La Puente, La Verne, Mount San Antonio College, Pomona, Pomona-Walnut-Rowland Joint Water Line
Commission, Rowland Heights, Rowland Water District, San Dimas, Suburban Water Systems, Valencia Heights
Water Co., Walnut, Walnut Valley Water District and West Covina
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Havelyoulost
youremployer-health
carecoverage?:
NEED IVIEDICARE?.

Signing up for Medicare is easy

with a Medicare expert on your side.

If you're Medicare eligible and have suddenly
lost your employer health care coverage —
our Medicare Specialists can help.

They can help you navigate the Medicare
system and direct you on where to start.

@ CALL 888-231-2171o TTY 711

8 am to 8 pm, 7 days a week

>
A

(@ EMAIL MedicareHelp@ivhp.com

VISIT ivhp.com/option

POMONA
Inter Valley Health Plan
300 5. Park Ave, Ste 300

CLAREMONT
Pomona Valley Health Center
1601 Monte Vista Ave, Ste 275

© ~ Inter Valley Health Plan

Medicare plans for health. Not for profit.

For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, call the
number above. Inter Valley Health Plan is a not-for-profit HMO with a Medicare
contract. Enrollment in Inter Valley Health Plan depends on contract renewal.
Inter Valley Health Plan complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability,
or sex. Inter Valley Health Plan cumple con las leyes federales de derechos
civiles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad,
edad, discapacidad o sexo. Inter Valley Health Plan i857i& AR BLHREFGE
FENE FEWE, e, Rikme:, Fi, 5E S 3 mE s A

SOCALGAS*ISHERE FOR YOU. m

We understand this is a challenging time for us all. Rest assured, yvour natural gas
service will still be there for your community. For more information on how we're
helping cur customers, please visit socalgas.com/coronavirus

m SDCHIEHS A |3=‘-.--r||r s Energy wiiny
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TO OUR PATIENTS, FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS,
WE ARE PREPARED TO CARE FOR
YOU DURING THE CORONAVIRUS
(COVID-19) PANDEMIC

Our highly-skilled, compassionate Associates and Physicians stand at the ready to care
for you. At the same time, it's important (o be aware of a few key changes at PVHMC

Compre un Honda nuevo y

no pague nada por 90 dias. HOSPITAL UPDATES

o aplazado en compra de todos los nuevos Modelos Honda. Para compradores
calificados. Sujeto a disponibilidad hasta 5/4/2020 en todos los modelos Honda nuevos
o no registrados bajo crédito aprobado mediante los Servicios Financieros de Honda.,
90 dias para proveer primer pago. Cargos financieros se acumularan en el monto total
financiado durante el aplazamiento. Viea mas detalles en Metro Honda,

Especial de lealtad de $1000

en los nuevos modelos Honda 2019 y 2020 *

En Muevos Modelos Honda 2019 y 2020. Para calificar al Programa de Lealtad, tu o
un miembro del mismo hogar deben tener un vehiculo Honda 2009 o mas reciente
para un Honda 2019, o un vehiculo 2010 o mas reciente para un Honda 2020, $1000
para todos los Modelos Nuevos Honda 2020 y 2019 *con excepcion de Honda Civic
Tipo R y Honda CR-V Hibrido. Los $1000 de Lealtad solamente se puede ocupar
como una Reduccion de Costo CAP o para Pago de Entre. Se expira Mayo 4. Vea al
concesionario para mas detalles

VISITOR RESTRICTIONS
To keep patients and hospital
staff as healthy and safe as

passible, we have implermented

new visitor restrictions. We
kenowy family and friends
want to be at the bedesdes of
leved ones. We ask for your
patience and understanding
and encourage you 1o stay
cannected through maobde
technology: Women delivening
babies ane allowed 1o have
one healthy support person
with thern during thefr stay.
Please visit www pvhime. org
for detalls on visitor polioes

POSTPONEMENT

OF SOME ELECTIVE
PROCEDURES

We have postpaned some
elective surgeries and
procedures that can be
safely delayed without nisk
to patients to limit potential
COVID-19 exposure to
staff and pabents and
preserve critical resources
such as personal protective
equipment. This also
allows us 1o manage
hospital beds that may be
needed in the event of

an increase of patients.

PLEASE DONATE
BLOOD

We are facing a regional
bioed supply shortage. If
you are looking for ways to
help and you are healthy,
please give blood, You can
call the Amencan Red Cross
at 1-B0O-RED-CROSS 1o
make an appointment at a
{ocaticn near you. PYHMC
will host a blood drive
at the hospital on May 1,
50 mark your calendar. You
can donate blood safiely,
even while practicing
physical distancing

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY

REMEMEER, YOU ARE
SAFER AT HOME

Prisical distancing ks the most

offective way we can all do
our part to skow the spread
of COVID-19. By remaining
at home, you protect yoursel

and your loved ones, and help
reduce the strain on our entire

health care systern. This helps
ensure that all hospetaks have
sufficient capacity to treat

the maost antically ill: Those
who require intensive care
far heart attack, stroke and
trauma—as well as patients
who may become seriously
ill from the corofavirus
Physical distancing saves
lives. You ane safer at
home. For mone information
about physical distancing,
wist www. pvhmc.org,

WHEN TO SEEK MEDICAL CARE

FEELING MILD
SYMPTOMS? PLEASE
5TAY HOME

Our goal is to minimize
exposure to the public,
vulnerable patients and
healthcare workers, To that
end, if you're experiencing
muld symptoms please stay
home and self-isolate.

*$500 hacia cualgquier automévil Honda 2019 o modelo mas reciente cuando
financias o arriendas mediante Servicios de Financiamiento Honda® (HFS). Vea
a Metro Honda para detalles sobre la oferta para clientes y elegibilidad de
vehiculo. Para clientes que califican, sujeto a aprobacion por HFS. Solamente una
oferta $500 Honda Asistencia de Gratitud a Primeros Auxiliadores y Profesionistas
de Cuidado Médico por vehiculo hacia pagoe de entre o reduccion CAP mediante
HFS. La oferta no puede ser combinada con Zero Pagadero durante Programa de
Firma de Arrendamiento. La oferta se debe aplicar a un vehiculo nuevo y valido
Heonda APR, Liderazgo de Arrendamiento Honda o con el Programa de Liderazgo
de Compra mediante HFS. Ofertas en efectivo no son elegibles. La oferta no es
valida en Auto Usado Certificado Honda o en vehiculos usados. La oferta es
valida hasta Julio 6, 2020 y puede ser cancelada en cualguier momento.

if you are experiencing severe shortness of breath with cough and fever seek medical care. O
if you are experiencing symptoms that could be an indication of a heart attack or stroke, don't
hesitate to call 9-1-1 or seek care at our Emergency Department, Our Emergency Department is
safe, Delaying care may increase the sevenity of your condition and put your health at greater risk,

TAKE CARE, STAY SAFE, AND KNOW WE ARE HERE FOR YOU.

We will see you on the other ude of this pandemic if we each take the recommended precautions
to protect ourselves, aur families and each other, Stay safe at home, Wash your hands tharoughly
and frequently. Keep all surfaces you touch clean and disinfected. And maintain at least six feat
between you and others and wear a clath face covering when going out for necessary supplies

FOLLOW US ON
f @ W o it wevw.pvhmcorg for updates 1758 N. Garsy Avenue | Pomdna, CA 91767
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Sowing Seeds for Life partnering with Fairplex for drive-through food pantry grows into overwhelming success

The word’s out on a highly suc-
cessful Sowing Seeds for Life drive-
through food pantry at Pomona’s
Fairplex with more than 2,100 cars
lining up in warm weather last week.

Sowing Seeds spokesperson Fran
Robertson said that figure is the
equivalent of households totaling
about 8,400 people, and that with a
successful April 1 event that attracted
about 1,680 cars and the next “drive-
through” set for April 29, an esti-
mated 22,000 people will have been
served this month.

Of course the unintended con-
sequences of increased traffic con-
gestion in the area was duly noted
in e-mail chains and social media
conversations, mainly involving lo-
cal residents, but Pomona police and
Fairplex security worked to keep the
roadways clear and even cut off ac-
cess to the Fairplex campus when it
appeared there were as many cars
inside that could be serviced by food
supplies for the day.

The event, which was first re-
ported in last month’s La Nueva Voz
and has been covered by newspapers
and television everywhere, was huge
with Los Angeles television stations
covering it both on the ground and in
the air videotaping from helicopters.

And even with LA County Fair-
style traffic control on the streets,
cars were backed up on McKinley
Avenue to the east to Park Avenue,

“I only wish
we could serve
more  people,”
Santana told La
Nueva Voz. “This
(turnout)  obvi-
ously shows what
a huge need there
is in our commu-
nity.”

“We're  glad
we're able to
help in this way
and partner with
Sowing  Seeds,”
he added. “We
just need to find a
way to be able to
do more because there’s such a huge
need — so many families who never
imagined a month ago (they) would
be in line to receive free food and yet
here they are.”

He added that unfortunately it
looks like “this is what it’s going to
look like for a while.”

“So we need to do everything we
can and I hope others do the same to
serve those who are being affected,”
Santana added. “People know about
it, they are coming out, they are get-
ting the food that they need.”

He pointed out there are a lot of
families without access to an auto-
mobile.

“We need to find a way to service
them as well,” he said. “So I think

Seal Beach resident Josiah Borg, at left, a volunteer with Feeding America Los Angeles, places
five pounds of meat in the trunk of an attendee at last week’s food pantry at Fairplex.

Feeding America Los Angeles at the drive-through food pantry at Fairplex, reviews

/ A

irada, at left, reprsenting

supplies of meat products with Sowing Seeds for Life Program Manager Joyce John-
son. Farrand told La Nueva Voz the meats were packed in 40-pound boxes and that
there were hundreds of pounds, all kept in a refrigerated truck. Each attendee re-
ceived five pounds of meat in addition to other items.

to the north on White Avenue at least
to Fairplex Gate 5 (service entrance)
and to the south on Fairplex Drive
past the entrance to Mountain Mead-
ows Golf Course.

Partnering with the La Verne-based
Sowing Seeds were both Fairplex
and the National Hot Rod Associa-
tion, according to Fairplex President
and CEO Miguel Santana.

this is an unfortunate time but we’re
glad we’re able to be part of the solu-
tion.”

Joyce Johnson, program manager
for Sowing Seeds, told La Nueva
Voz the next food distribution at
Fairplex (enter at Gate 17) will be
next Wednesday, April 29, followed
by distributions every Wednesday
in May through the 20th, subject to

change based on restriction modifi-
cations and availability of food sup-
plies.

The organization has held first and
third Wednesday distributions at its
La Verne headquarters since 2007,
adding pantries along the way at
Charisma Life Church in Pomona,
one in Grand Terrace in San Ber-
nardino County, a mobile pantry, and
senior, vets and senior living deliver-
ies. Those pre-COVID distributions
combined generally served between
7,000 and 8,000 people a month.

Cars driving into the Fairplex event
were instructed to stop at a series of
stations as teams of volunteers placed
everything in their trunks — from po-
tatoes, oranges, onions and grapefruit
to canned goods, and five pounds of
pork, sausage or turkey breast (out of
a refrigerated truck) — even carbon-
ated drinks, Gatorade and bottles of
water.

Also included was a pre-packaged
box of dry goods and canned goods
from the Los Angeles Regional Food
Bank, Johnson said.

What kind of a reaction were the
volunteers getting from the attend-
ees?

views Sowing Seeds for Life Program Manager Joyce

“Very favorable, very
grateful, very gracious and
kind, saying
‘God bless you’
and ‘thank you
for doing this’
and ‘we so ap-
preciate  this,
SO very positive
feedback,” said
Johnson, a resi-
dent of nearby
Glendora.

She said at
least 65 volun-
teers were on
hand today —
some “regulars”
from the La Verne event and some
just for the first time due to COVID
— in addition to a handful of support
staff from Fairplex. About 30 or 35
volunteers typically serve attendees
at the regular La Verne distribution.

The Sowing Seeds team of volun-
teers were “from all over,” Johnson
said — from the California Conser-
vation Corps, from the Los Angeles
Regional Food Bank, from Califor-
nia Baptist University, from Feeding
America Los Angeles and neighbors

A Fairplex employee on a Fairplex forklift pitches in to help at last week’s drive-through

food pantry on the NHRA drag strip. Fairplex President and CEO Miguel Santana told
told La Nueva Voz about a half dozen Fairplex employees and a lot of private security
officers from Fairplex were on hand to help out.

Fairplex President and CEO Miguel Santana, at right, is inter-
viewed in Spanish by Channel 34 at the Sowing Seeds for Life
food pantry at Fairplex last week. Fairplex and the NHRA part-
nered with Sowing Seeds for the event which will continue on
Wednesdays into May.

Johnson at last week’s drive-through food pantry at
Fairplex -- right after La Nueva Voz wrapped up an
interview of its own.

and friends of all ages and from
throughout Los Angeles County.

Santana said Fairplex supplied six
or seven employees to help with the
project in addition to a lot of private
security.

“We have about a couple of dozen
staff who are still working,” he said,
following furloughs of about 80 per-
cent of the staff when the crisis hit
and about 30 events were canceled or
postponed.

“We’re all working very hard to
make sure that we’re meeting the
need in our community,” he said.

“Of course, the whole thing is run
by Sowing Seeds and they have an
amazing network of volunteers,” he
said. “We’re supporting them, we’re
fortunate that the NHRA is also a
partner.”

He said the NHRA was providing
use of the racetrack and is “finding
ways to help financially to support
Sowing Seeds and to build awareness
among the racers.”

“This is one of our most significant
assets on our campus, the birthplace
of drag racing, and we’re glad we’re
able to use this space for this pur-
pose,” he said.
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Our ‘new normal’ shows up in different ways around Pomona!
Photos by Jeff Schenkel

W]

Nurses outside Pomona’s East Valley Community Health Center at 1555 S. Garey Avenue are suit-
ed up and ready to accept patients -- wearing personal protective equipment including masks and
face shields, gloves, shoe and leg coverings and gowns. Need to stop in? Be prepared to have
your temperature taken (in your ear), have your blood oxygen level tested with a finger clip and to
answer and sign a form with 15 questions in either English or Spanish (had a cough, had a fever,
had shortness of breath, traveled outside of the country and others). The U.S. Census form only
asks 12 questions! The nurses told La Nueva Voz if anyone had coronavirus symptoms, they were at home, etc. Another, of course, is the freeways are almost empty throughout the day, nearly taking traffic congestion
denied entry and asked to return to their car where a nurse administered a COVID-19 test using out of the Southern California travel equation. Of course, the California Highway Patrol is reporting that because of all
the nasal swab technique. The patient would have to wait several days until negative test results of this, many cars are traveling at higher rates of speed, in some cases resulting in traffic accidents. Pictured is a “wide
were back before they were allowed inside. And they were seeing several patients with symptoms open” 71 Freeway in a photo taken at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, April 1 -- a time that normally would see traffic pretty much
every day. at a standstill in both directions. The photo is looking south from the Grier Street pedestrian overcrossing in Westmont.

— =T

The last time Downtown Pomona’s Second Street was this empty in Even Pomona’s post office is on high alert -- both customers and post-
Two security guards in the distance keep a watchful eye out over a campus the middle of a weekday they were shooting a movie. But unfortu- al clerks are wearing masks and protective plastic sheeting has been
without students this month at Pomona’s Western University of Health Sci- nately, this time it is no movie -- just the result of COVID-19 business dropped down to counter level to protect employees and customers
ences. closures and stay at home orders. alike.

e v L
Photo by Renee Barbee
Pomona’s Home Depot is one of several stores in the area limiting the number of customers allowed in at

Frle i

Pomona’s Garey Avene in front of the Pomona Uni = = . one time. La Nueva Voz noted the same practice was in effect at Trader Joe’s in San Dimas. And, of course,
fied School District administrative offices this month I"T-EHH i'ss‘n“ customers are observmg six foot social dlstancmg while waltlng in line.

almost looked like a postcard photo in the middle of Photo by Renee Barbee
a weekday afternoon. But there were very few cars at INTERMISSION? A very long intermission at Downtown Pomona’s Fox Theater and, well, pretty much
all and, of course, absolutely none at times as pictured everywhere in Pomona, throughout California and across the country as the nation begins to work out the
here. g details of opening the economy back up.
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Photo by Renee Barbee

THOSE CALIFORNIA SUNSETS ARE STILL THERE! -- COVID or no COVID, those famous Renee Barbee sunset
photos are still there just waiting to be admired. Pictured is a shot this month looking west from San Dimas Avenue in
San Dimas (alongside the 57 Freeway at Walnut Creek Park) toward Pasadena and Los Angeles.

Pomona senior meals available for pickup

The City of Pomona’s neighborhood
services department’s meals for seniors
are available for pickup at two locations
during the COVID closures.

Meals are available for individuals
who are 60 years old or older regardless
of whether they were part of the pro-

Privileged

to help.

John Forbing, Agent
Insurance Lic#; 0502558
3030 W Temple Avenue

Pomona, CA 91766

Bus: 909-623-B571

Hablamos Espanal

1211030

We're honored to serve this
community for 41 years.

My staff and | look forward
to many more with you.
Thank you for your continued
support and business.

Get to a better State.

Get State Farm.

CALL ME TODAY

o StateFarm

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

gram previously.

Pickup hours are 11:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. Monday through Friday at Palo-
mares Park Senior Center, 499 E. Arrow
Highway, Pomona, or Washington Park
Senior Center, 865 E. Grand Ave., Po-
mona.

Inland Valley Hope Partners offers food assistance

Inland Valley Hope Partners is offering
food resources to no and low-income fami-
lies and individuals during the COVID-19
crisis at seven area locations.

Food pantries include locations in Po-
mona at 209 W. Pearl St., Suite 103 (9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Monday through Thursday) and
810 S. White Ave. (9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Thursdays and 4 to 6 p.m. Sundays).

Other locations include 110 E. Third
St., San Dimas (2 to 4 p.m. Mondays and
Wednesdays) and 660 N. Mountain Ave.,
Claremont (12:30 to 4:30 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays and 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays).

For information, call (909) 622-3806.

The organization has been providing food
and emergency shelter to the community
since 1968.

wa
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Ench Difice s independenthy Owned ond Oporatod @'

RE/MAX

Universal Realty
Nef Cortez

Broker Associate
DRE# 00560181

1411 S Diamond Bar Bivd
Diamond Bar, CA 91765
Office: (909) 610-6303
Cell: (909) 762-B135

Fax: (909) 752-3163
NefCortez@gmail.com
www.nefcortez.com

Do you have a news story? We want to hear from you or your organization.
Send your news tips to:

reneebarbee7 @gmail.com

MONDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

THURSDAYS

3650 W. Temple Avenue Pomona, CA 91768

ibrewworks.com | 909.979.6197

BINGO NIGHTS at 6:30 PM

TRIVIA NIGHTS at 7:00 PM

OPEN MIC NIGHTS at 6:00 PM

Open for pick-up only Monday - Sunday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

o

BRONCO NIGHTS at 6:00 PM

SUPER SMASH EROS. TOURNAMENTS at 6:00 PM

SOVA
T“‘L T

\ )
@wimm%;,_
v . ﬂ -

BREW | [WORKS
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A personal note on the coronavirus to our readers

Am I sad??? YES. Am I an-
gry??? YES, but not at any of our
loyal readers and friends.

My BFF Susie Magdalena Pera-
les has been stuck inside her West-
mont house with her husband Angel
for nearly three months. She has
major health issues and the rainy
weather wasn’t helping. I pray for
her, Susie’s family and many others
daily as this COVID-19 continues
to isolate all of us.

All meetings and events both in-
doors and outdoors have been can-
celled or postponed.

We have NO idea how long this
health crisis will last. It’s depressing
many of us.

Those who have children (kids
ages 5 to 17 or younger) now may
be forced to either take them to
work or stay home. Home school-
ing is becoming difficult for many
parents who are able to stay home
and/or work from home. They are
frustrated just like the rest of us.

Many public places are now
closed until further notice. Only
markets, the post office, banks,
drive-thru dairies, hospitals, phar-
macies and doctors’ offices are
open.

By Renee Barbee

Social distancing has become the
new way of living. No hugging any-
one out in public.

Our world has changed dramati-
cally since last month.

However please do not believe
the rumors about martial law and
having the entire country on lock-
down. It’s not true!

We are allowed to go out to any
business that is open ... unfortunate-
ly restaurants have closed but are
available for takeout orders.

Many retailers such as Target,
Walmart, Walgreens, etc., in Po-
mona and other cities have limited
supplies.

One interesting part of all of this
is how the pandemic has changed
people — we’re being more polite
and considerate in the market and
on the street — little things like of-
fering someone a shopping cart,
sometimes a little gesture like that.
We’ve seen it happen at Pomona’s
Stater Bros. — between people from
two different worlds who wouldn’t
normally take the trouble to engage,
even for something so simple.

Another example of a positive
out of all of this comes from the arts
and entertainment world — singer

o

assistance league’
Pomona Valley

» Eligible Students K-12
required for uninsured)
your dental care needs

information if needed

* Alumnos elegibles K-12

Every Child Deserves A Smile
Cada Niiio Merece una Sonrisa

Low Cost Dental Care
Cuidado Dental a Bajo Costo

* Uninsured and Denti-Cal Accepted (Family proof of income
* Our friendly and caring bilingual staff is ready to help with all
e Contact School Health Office or the Dental Center for more

* To make an appointment call (909) 629-6142

* Aceptamos sin seguro o con Denti-Cal (Se requiere
comprobante familiar de ingresos para los sin seguro)

* Nuestro personal amable y bilingiie estd listo para ayudarle
con todos sus cuidados dentales.

* Pongase en contacto con su Enfermeria Escolar o Dental
Center para mds informacion, si es necesario.

* Para fijar una cita, llame al (909) 629-6142

Assistance League® of Pomona Valley Dental Center
655 N. Palomares, Pomona 91767
Hours Tuesday - Wednesday 8 AM-4PM
Phone (909) 629-6142 » dentalcenter@alpv.org

Willie Nelson recently sponsored
a free online concert for more than
65,000 viewers with numerous mu-
sicians leading up to and conclud-
ing with Paul Simon, Jewel and
Willie himself.

Also, the world-famous Grand
Ole Opry is broadcasting weekly
Saturday night musical program-
ming live from Nashville — with no
audience.

And Pomona’s own School of
Arts and Enterprise is now offering
a free showing of student artwork
on the school’s Instagram TV to
provide a creative outlook during
all of this.

Hopefully some of these unin-
tended consequences like this will
make us stronger and more caring
after this is long behind us.

Remember we are all in this to-
gether. We will survive this. How-
ever, if you experience any of the
symptoms of COVID-19 please get
to your doctor or the hospital IM-
MEDIATELY. Do not wait until it’s
too late.

God bless each and every one of
you. Stay safe and if Jeff and I can
help in any way please reach out to
us. We will do our best.

Cuentito for Today

Coronavirus Symptom!?

By Susie Perales

I never thought in my life that
we’d be stuck in our house to hide
from a deadly virus! We usually
don’t go out that much, but this
is the nightmare I want to wake
up from. I’ve gotten to the point
where I don’t even want to touch
my mail! I can now relate to people
who are full blown Germaphobes!

We’ve been locked up in our
house for eight weeks now. I told
my sister that we’ve watched so
much TV our eyes are starting to
look like TV screens!

We are part of the group that is
high risk for this crazy virus. So,
we haven’t dared to go out into
the mad crowds of people who are
stampeding to go grab all the toilet
paper, water and other groceries.

We decided Instacart was the
safest bet! They don’t have every-
thing we want, but we are happy
to get more than half of what we
order.

On the bright side, I'm losing
a little weight, I dyed my greying
hair, and helped my hubby paint
our bathroom cabinets and towel
racks. We’ve been putting that off
for a few years. Next, we are plan-

Assistance League making face masks

Members of the Assistance
League of Pomona Valley are hard
at work making face masks for use
during the COVID pandemic.

The masks are being donated
based on need to convalescent
homes, residents of senior living

facilities, local nurses and retail op-
erators such as service stations and
markets.

To help with the project or to do-
nate to help buy supplies, contact
Nitzi Barker at nitzibark@gmail.
com.

Gov. Newsom provides relief to small businesses

Gov. Newsom has signed an
executive order that will pro-
vide tax, regulatory and licens-
ing extensions for businesses.

The order allows the Califor-
nia Department of Tax and Fee
Administration to offer a 90-
day extension for tax returns
and tax payments for all busi-
nesses filing a return for less

than $1 million in sales and
other business taxes.

That means small businesses
will have until the end of July
to file their first-quarter returns.

In addition, the order extends
the statute of limitations to file
a claim for refund by 60 days
to accommodate tax and fee
payers.

ning to shut off the dang news and
reupholster a foot stool project that
we abandoned two years ago!

We are both having a hard time
getting to sleep over this frighten-
ing nightmare called the coronavi-
rus! But we are lucky we are retired
and can nap anytime we want.

Recently my honey brought me
a bowl of grapes with a glass of
wine while I was doing the yearly
tax paper scavenger hunt! I was so
thankful when he brought that in.
Those are the little perks that you
get to enjoy to try and forget that
you're living in a Stephen King
horror movie!! I miss the days
when I was afraid to go outside be-
cause we were being attacked by
invisible mosquitoes!

But it is never a dull moment
in our house. The other day we
bought every type of thing we
could order to wipe our hands, face
and other delicate parts. We both
didn’t realize that the puff tissues
I bought were infused with Vick’s!
I used it for bathroom tissue!! I
told my hubby that I felt weird. We
looked at each other and thought,
“is this a coronavirus symptom?!”
Isn’t life funny! One minute we are
freaking out over this insane flu
and the next we are laughing our
heads off!

Tips from Pomona

Valley Hospital

Pomona Valley Hospital Medi-
cal Center officials issued a re-
minder that face coverings may
be of some benefit to reducing a-
symptomatic transmission of CO-
VID-19 but are not a substitute for
physical distancing.

The best defense against coro-
navirus is washing hands fre-
quently, avoiding touching eyes,
nose and mouth with unwashed
hands, avoiding being around sick
people, physical distancing (six
feet apart), and staying home.

Harvey Mudd homework hotline

Harvey Mudd College’s
homework hotline, a free over-
the-phone math and science
tutoring service for students in
grades four through 12, has ex-
tended its hours to help more
elementary and high school stu-
dents as they manage their class-
work from home.

The hotline is staffed by high-

achieving students from Harvey
Mudd. Tutors receive training
to effectively communicate with
callers, are equipped with books
and materials from local school
districts and have a “Dropbox”
(computer file hosting) link so
callers can upload materials if
necessary.

Tutors are working from their

homes since Harvey Mudd has
moved to online instruction due
to the pandemic. They are work-
ing from 12 states and average
3,000 calls per academic year.

For help with homework, call
the hotline between the hours of
3 and 9 p.m. Monday through
Thursday (until May 1) at (877)
827-5462.
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Services held for Pomona native Dolores Banales

Services were held in Ontario
this month for Pomona native Do-
lores Banales, who died last month
of cancer. She was 72.

Banales  attended = Pomona
schools including Sacred Heart
Elementary and Pomona Catholic
High School.

She went to work in customer
service in Pomona at Josie’s El
Burrito, Ted’s |
Liquor, Judd’s
Pak A Bag and
Mo’s Records
but earned
the nickname
“US.” when
she became a
mail carrier for
the U.S. Postal
Service.

Balanes re-
ceived a bach-
elor’s degree
from UCLA,
becoming the first in the family to
graduate from college.

She went on to work at the Riv-
erside County Department of So-
cial Services as a social worker for
adult and child protective services,
a career that spanned more than 30
years.

Always well-respected by her
co-workers, she often received
requests for recipes after sharing
her homemade guacamole, cheese-
cakes and chile rellenos.

Dolores Banales

She enjoyed both freshwater and
deep-sea fishing and could grill her
catch to perfection.

Upon her retirement, she looked
after both parents and took on the
role of full-time caregiver for her
mother after her father died in
2013, taking her mom to her fa-
vorite restaurants around Pomona
or to coffee at Angelo’s Burgers
in the morning
where she knew
the employees
by name.

A softball
player in high
school, she en-
joyed watching
baseball  and
traveled of-
ten to support
her nieces and
nephews at their
sports events.

Banales was
preceded in death by her father,
Philip V. Banales, and is survived
by her mother, Lydia Banales,
siblings (including sister Chris-
tine Perez of Pomona), nieces and
nephews.

Services at Draper Mortuary
were livestream broadcast on Face-
book. To leave condolences or
memories and view a tribute video,
visit the web site at www.digni-
tymemorial.com/obituaries/ontar-
io-ca/dolores-banales-9102225.

Congresswoman Torres announces COVID funding

Congresswoman Norma Torres
has announced nearly $2 million
in emergency relief funding — with
nearly half going to a Pomona fa-
cility — for medical facilities in the
Inland Empire as part of the Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief and Economic
Stimulus Act.

Funding totaling $755,465 will
go to the Pomona Community
Health Center at 750 S. Park Ave.,
Pomona.

“The funds . . . will help two fa-
cilities on the frontlines of our CO-
VID response in the Inland Empire
continue to save lives,” Torres said.

L.A. County opens drive-up testing sites

Los Angeles County opened
three drive-up testing sites this
month — one of them in Pomona
— and is developing many others
throughout the county.

The Pomona site is located on
the Pomona Fairplex campus (en-
ter at Gate 17 at West McKinley
Avenue and Fairplex Drive).

Testing is by appointment only
and tests are limited to residents of
Los Angeles County who are in the
most high-risk categories and most
vulnerable.

Residents interested in being
tested first must register on the
screening web site at coronavirus.
lacity.org/testing.

Tests are either nasal swab ad-
ministered by a trained profes-
sional or oral swab which is self-
administered. Clients remain in
their vehicle for either test.

Pomona’s Social Cut

makes face masks

Tailor Jorge Valles and barber
Steve Nunez of The Social Cut
on Third Street in Downtown
Pomona have been making face
masks to donate to Pomona Valley
Hospital Medical Center and Po-
mona doctors as what they call “a
humanitarian mission.”

Valles is a fourth generation tai-
lor.

Services held for former Pomona Unified board member Agnes Jackson

Funeral services were held this
month at Rose Hills Memorial
Park in Whittier for former Pomo-
na Unified School District Board
member and English educator Dr.
Agnes Moreland Jackson who
died on April 8 following a long
illness. She was 89.

She was predeceased by her
husband of 56 years, Rev. Hal
Jackson, who died in January at
the same age.

Agnes Jackson, a resident of
Pomona for more than 50 years,
served on the Pomona Unified
School Board from 1981 to 1989.

She received her bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of Red-
lands, her master’s degree from
the University of Washington and
her doctorate from Columbia Uni-
versity.

Jackson was a Distinguished
Professor Emerita of English and
Black Studies at Pitzer College
in Claremont. She also taught
at Spelman College in Atlanta,
Boston University, and Cal State
University Los Angeles, and was
a visiting professor at Claremont
School of Theology and the Uni-
versity of Redlands.

Well known as a social justice

community advocate and com-
munity leader, she was a charter
member of the Pomona Valley
Alumnae Chapter of the Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority.

Among her accomplishments,
she received a National Endow-
ment of the Humanities grant
in 1980. She was a member of

Barbara Ruth Arnwine Jackson.

A memorial service to honor
and celebrate her life will be
planned at a later date due to the
coronavirus pandemic.

In honor of her memory, dona-
tions can be made by telephone,
online or by mail to the Agnes
Moreland Jackson Diversity Pro-

the  Society gram Endow-
for Values in ment Fund
Higher Edu- or the Agnes
cation, was Moreland
on the nomi- Jackson An-
nating com- nual Scholar-
mittee and ship at Pitzer
board of di- College.

rectors of the Online do-
Girl  Scouts nations can be

of America in
Pomona and
was a member
and delegate
of the Modern
Language As-
sociation.

A native of
Pine Bluff, Arkansas, she was the
daughter of Nathaniel Edmund
Moreland and Rosa Lorenda Mae
(Wood) Moreland Keaton.

She is survived by children Lu-
cretia Drane Peebles Jackson and

Agnes Moreland Jackson

made at www.
pitzer.edu/
advancement/
general-dona-
tion-form or
by telephone
at (909) 621-
8432.

Checks payable to Pitzer Col-
lege can be mailed to Stephen
Tanenbaum, Pitzer College, Of-
fice of Advancement, Box A-102,
1050 N. Mills Ave., Claremont,
CA91711-6101.

'POMONA VALLEY MEMORIAL PARK|

A Non-Profit Corporation

Cemetery ® Mausoleums ¢ Crematory
tel: 909.622.2029 * fax: 909.622.4726

3T *)

I

and affordable cemetery choice.

Janet Roy
General Manager

Cemetery Grounds
8 am until 5 pm daily

Mausoleum
9 am until 4 pm daily
* fTHIET
Office
8 am until 4:30 pm
Monday - Friday

* G

Pomona Valley Memorial Park is a 54-acre nonprofit cemetery operating
since 1876. The cemetery, which serves all faiths, offers a beautiful, serene

Pomona Valley Memorial Park es un cementerio sin fines de lucro establecido en
1876... un cementerio que ofrece belleza y tranquilidad a precios accesibles.
BB h 0 bl — 154 e pT IR B RITE N B 1 18764
HFTARIEI, $20k ©— 3800, TR LSRR
Affordable pre-payment plans for your peace of mind.
Call and make an appointment today for a free consultation.

Witness cremation service available.

* Llame ahora para fijar una cita de consulta gratis,
* Servicio para presenciar la cremacion disponible.
BT TR, RS L .
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Cementerio ® Mausoleo * Crematorio

INEE - PER . K3l

502 E. Franklin Avenue ®* Pomona, CA 91766

pomonacemetery@verizon.net * www.pomonacemetery.com

* Para su tranquilidad, ofrecemos planes econdmicos de pagos por adelantado.
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SAFETY FIRST B

ose Bermudez

ertified Safety Professional

Coronavirus: Fact vs Fiction

By Jose Bermudez

We have been inundated by the often assume that the flu affects us  coronavirus, cold and the flu — by and our commu- i i
media with news, opinions, facts, in similar fashion to Coronavirus looking at the table below. nity will help us in Understanding the Difference
and misinformation on COVID-19.  because they are both viruses. Even In protecting ourselves from CO-  going through this -
The coronaviruses of which CO- though each disease is transmit- VID-19 airborne cough and sneeze challenge. &b
VID-19 is a part can cause illnesses  ted by a virus, their symptoms are  droplet transmission, respiratory Stay  engaged Surgical Mask N95 Respirator
such as the common cold, severe different. We have developed vac-  protection is the practical method of  and be safe. eating ad ety i kg e
acute respiratory syndrome (SARS)  cines for various strains of the flu  choice. Workers in industry and the Editor’s Note: | Appraval S :
and Middle East Respiratory Syn- and, over time, we have acquired a  public use N-95 disposable masks. Jose Bermudez, a | intanded use Nt s o 4 et St e e e
drome (MERS). COVID-19 was certain level of natural immunity to ~ Surgical masks are generally used safety profession- | ™ "% S et
identified as the cause of a by medical personnel to al for nearly 40 | . . —
disease outbreak that origi- | SYMPTOM CHART: WHAT TO WATCH FOR | prevent transmission of  years, has worked i Test } .

. . . . . L]
nated in China in November | Symptoms Coronavirus Cold Flu their saliva and droplets asa consultant and Fébiripronir
e - =g s =i . . .

of last. year. . F" — S e o — when tr.eatmg patients and a regional safety o B D D ——

It is now a pandemic & performing surgery. The and health man- | Requiremant
that has spread globally @ Fatigue Somotimes Semetimes  Comman table at right derived from ager for colleges, | Fittration molThmITITL,  IDIImRIT
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World Health Organization
(WHO) who, in cooperation with
international public health agencies,
are working to combat COVID-19.
Reference documents from these
agencies are cited in this review.
We easily mistake a cold for the
flu and vice versa. Also, some of us

these various flu strains. COVID-19
is a new unknown virus that is diffi-
cult to treat because of its relatively
short existence within the human
population.

Let us begin by showing the dif-
ference in symptoms of each —

Inland Valleys United Way participates

in statewide COVID hotline
The United Way of the Inland Valleys “211” telephone hotline has
become part of Gov. Newsom’s new statewide COVID-19 telephone

hotline at (833) 544-2374.

The program is designed to assist the public with anything from find-
ing resources to battle food insecurity or help in finding housing to so-
cial isolation among those over the age of 65.

United Way CEO Lisa Wright said in a recent news release the “Com-
munity Connect” 211 lines in Riverside and San Bernardino Counties
have received 22,532 calls since March 9.
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federal, state and local.

We must remember to isolate,
sanitize, and use good personal hy-
giene — wash hands and face with
soap and water, as applicable.

We are living through trying
times but working with each other
in our respective neighborhoods

Pomona Eagles

events postponed

The Pomona Eagles fundrais-
ing golf tournament which had
been scheduled for May 15 has
been postponed to a date later in
the year or may possibly even be
rescheduled for 2021.

In addition, all Special Olym-
pics events have been suspended
until at least June 7.

Photo by Robert Bledsoe / Mt. SAC
The Mountie Fresh Food Pantry, a mobile food pantry partnering with Sowing Seeds
for Life in La Verne and the Los Angeles Regional Food Bank, in rainy weather this
month served nearly 350 students at Mt. San Antonio College who were facing food
insecurity. Due to the closure of the campus and a need to maintain social distancing,
students sat in their cars and staff placed pre-packed bags of groceries in their trunks.
A walk-up “grab and go” option also was offered. Included was bread or tortillas, fruit,
vegetables, pasta, soup, beans and a frozen meal prepared by Sodexo.
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God’s Pantry takes food distribution to new level durlng COVID 19 pandemlc

God’s Pantry, a Chino Hills-
based non-profit organization
known for its monthly food distri-
bution programs in six area cities,
has taken on a new challenge —
providing daily food distributions
right out of its Pomona warehouse
in response to urgent needs cre-
ated by the coronavirus pandemic.

The organization launched the
new program late last month and,
according to a spokesman, they’ll
keep doing it until they are told
not to do it anymore.

“We’re not running out of food
any time soon,” said Augusto
“Goose” Dolce, operation director
for the group.

The organization was founded
in 2012 and operates under the
leadership of its chief executive
officer, Pomona’s own Tom Swee-
ney, principal of Pomona Unified
School District’s SEEO (School of
Extended Educational Options), a
PUSD charter school located at
the Village at Indian Hill.

“Normal” food distribution pro-
grams rotate on Saturdays and are
held from 8 a.m. to noon in Azusa,
Fontana, Jurupa Valley, Chino,
Covina and Pomona.

Pomona’s “first Saturday” lo-
cation was at the SEEO building
where about 400 families nor-
mally were served each month
but, with schools closed due to

COVID-19 restrictions, the group
got a little creative and worked out
a plan with Pomona City Hall to
make it possible to shift the loca-
tion to the warehouse where short
lines of cars, lining up in small
groups on an appointment basis,
pull up along the curb just outside
the warehouse parking lot.

“Rations might be adjusted but
right now we’re doing about 20
pounds of dried goods and fresh
food,” Dolce said. “We’re do-
ing eggs, we picked up a couple
of pallets of milk, so we’re trying
to divide it up for everybody, but
at the bare minimum they’ll get
about 20 pounds of dried goods or
canned goods — rice and beans.”

They also tossed in some fruits,
vegetables, cheese and bread
while supplies lasted.

And the program is working —
some 1,764 families received food
in just one week this month.

Volunteers served 250 families
on opening day and another 250
on day two last month.

Dolce said technically there is
an income eligibility requirement
but attendees self-qualify. He said
the program is intended for people
that need it.

“If you are hungry and you need
food, we can serve you,” he said.

Volunteers don’t check immi-
gration status, income or residence

Photo by Paul Rodriguez
THREE GENERATIONS OF WOMEN -- Pomona Chamber of Commerce Past President
David McElwain takes advantage of downtime during the COVID-19 crisis to spend a little
quality time at home in La Verne with three generations of women. Pictured, from left, are his
daughter, Lindsay McElwain, granddaughter Luna Rodriguez, who will celebrate her second
birthday next month, David’s wife, Amy, and David.

location, even though the food
they serve technically is allocated
for Los Angeles County.

“But we won’t turn anybody
away,” he said.

Distributions are from 2 to 6
p.m. Monday through Friday at
the warehouse, located at 250 E.
Center St., Pomona.

In an effort to hold down traffic
congestion in the area, the organ-
ization is serving attendees on a
drive-through appointment basis.
Both attendees and volunteers can
sign up at www.gods-pantry.org.

Interested in helping out? For
supplies or monetary contribu-
tions, visit the web site. Volun-
teers are always invited to sign up
for a shift.

Volunteers also prepare ‘“care
packages” for the homeless, Dolce
said, so some of the biggest needs
are anything from adult diapers to
soaps, socks, and diapers for ba-
bies — all on a year-round basis.

Food for the pantry is provided
by three food “partners” — Feed-
ing America in Riverside, Com-
munity Action Partnership in San
Bernardino and Feeding America
in Los Angeles.

God’s Pantry also maintains a
transitional housing facility and a
care center for an after school pro-
gram for children.

And the nearby Pomona Valley
America’s Job Center sends in-
terns over to help out and learn a
trade at the same time — anything
from operating a forklift to han-
dling produce.

They even offer help with pay-
ing bills or washing clothes at

Augusto “Goose” Dolce, op-
eration director for God’s Pantry,
places a load of groceries in the
trunk of a car lined up last month
outside the group’s warehouse
in Pomona for what has now be-
come a daily food distribution due
to urgent community needs cre-
ated by the COVID-19 crisis. The
organization normally distributes
food monthly in six communities.

no charge using washing
machines in the facility,
and students from Pomo-
na’s Western University of
Health Sciences come to
their food distributions to
offer free health care ser-
vices.
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Dolce said they’re simply
trying to connect resources
with people who need them.

The faith-based organiza-
tion is funded by participat-
ing churches and donors.

In addition to Pomona, “normal”
grocery distributions are held on
the second Saturday at Azusa High
School, third Saturday at Fontana

NOW OPEN - NEW LOCATION!

Volunteers Rosallnd Hyatt of Covina, at Ieft and
Kurt Kleine of Eastvale prepare grocery packag-
es for area residents lining up at a God’s Pantry
food distribution outside the non-profit group’s
Pomona warehouse late last month. Both Hy-
att and Kleine are regular volunteers and Kleine
mentioned he’s been on board since the organi-
zation was founded in 2012.

Middle School and Jurupa Valley
High School, and fourth Saturday
at Chino High School and North-
view High School in Covina.

Established in 1995
* MINERVASFLOWERS@GMAIL.COM

Professional event planning and
floral arrangements for all occasions.

Planeacion de eventos y
arreglos florales para toda ocasion.

Minerva Hernandez, Event Planner
146 East Third Street, Pomona, CA 91766

* WWW.MINERVASFLOWERANDCRAFT.COM
+ FACEBOOK.COM/MINERVASFLOWERANDCRAFT

Full service flower shop in Downtown Pomona
Tienda de Flores de servicio completo en el Centro de Pomona

Banquet Hall available for 300 people!
jSalon disponible para 300 personas!
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WHO WE ARE

RESALTOS

+ Facultad académica y artistica 100% con credenciales completadas

+ 99% de graduacion

+ 60% alumnos de la comunidad local.

+ 40% de estudiantes de comunidades cercanas

+ 2019-2024 Reconocimiento de Escuela Ejemplar
de la Red de Escuelas artisticas.

CONECTATE CON NOSOTROS:
thesae.org

admissions@thesae.org

295 North Garey Avenue, Pomona, CA 91767
(?09) 622-0699

facebook/IG - @TheSAESchool

the school of arts + enterprise



