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In what appears to be an un-
usual move, Pomona Mayor Tim 
Sandoval has been named to the 
board of the Foothill Gold Line 
Construction Authority and, in the 
same meeting this month, has been 
elected by his new fellow board 
members to serve as chair of the 
nine-member body.

La Verne City Councilmember 
Robin Carder, the second new 
member to join the board, simi-
larly was elected to serve as vice 

Mayor Sandoval appointed to troubled Gold Line board, immediately 
elected chair, in political maneuver that may help get trains to Pomona

chair.
Interestingly, Pomona and La 

Verne in November were among 
east end cities learning their Gold 
Line service would be delayed at 
least an additional two years – if 
they are ever to receive service at 
all – due to increasing costs of con-
struction representing “hundreds 
of millions of dollars more than 
the secured funding available,” 

La Nueva Voz asked Gold Line 

by the board to appease represen-
tatives of the two cities due to the 
delay in plans, but a spokesman 
said “as staff, it’s not our place” 
to comment on “this decision that 
was made by the board.”

Albert Ho of the Gold Line’s 
media relations department said, 
however, that Sandoval and Card-
er had served on the Gold Line’s 
Joint Powers Authority advisory 

“Hope is a prerequisite for 
success,” the former president 
and CEO of Pomona’s Inter Val-
ley Health Plan told an audience 
of several hundred at Sunday 
night’s 37th annual Pomona In-
land Valley Martin Luther King 
Jr. Project celebration.

Keynote speaker Ron Bold-
ing, speaking directly to this 
year’s six Youth Social Justice 
Awards winners seated in the 
front row at Pomona’s Pilgrim 
Congregational Church, said 
“Hope is a requirement because 
the world is not always fair nor 
easy.”

“We are all going to face dif-

Martin Luther King Project speaker Ron Bolding tells student award winners ‘hope is a prerequisite for success’

said, adding that life is not al-
ways going to be easy.

“So, stop thinking there is 
something wrong when you en-

he said.  “There is supposed to 
-

sary for strong growth.”
“You might ask, ‘Well, how 

can I develop and maintain hope 

and not always fair, how can 
we keep our dreams from sag-
ging like a heavy load,’” he said.  
“You can remember what has 
gone before you and look accu-
rately at progress made so far.”

He pointed to Congressman 
John Lewis of Georgia who 
was with Dr. King throughout 
the struggle leading to the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964.

“As a current member of Con-
gress, (he) speaks hopefully of 
the progress made so far through 
the work of countless individu-
als who followed the lead of Dr. 
King, Rosa Parks and others,” 
said Bolding, who retired last 
year from Inter Valley Health 
Plan.  “He calls on us to remem-
ber and celebrate the accom-
plishments of foremothers and 
forefathers because it fuels hope 
for what you can accomplish to-

morrow.”
“Don’t let anyone 

tell you that you can’t 
live a successful, ful-

life because of where 
you are from or what 
you look like,” he 
added.  “Hope is not 
bound by your imme-
diate circumstance but 
is only limited by your 
dreams.  So, dream 
high, and the progress 
of the past will pro-
vide energy and fuel 
for your tomorrows.”

“But you have got to 
have a plan to support 
your dreams,” Bold-
ing said.  “Before any 
building is constructed 
an architect develops the design 
and lays out the plan that serves 
as the pattern for a sturdy struc-
ture – a blueprint.”

“Each of you is in process of 
building your lives and must 
have a good blueprint for future 
growth,” he said.

skyscraper in New York that 
developed a crack on the 67th 

over right away when the build-
ing owner called and, after sur-
veying the crack, the architect 
went down to the basement’s 

“When the owner called to 
inquire why he was in the base-
ment when the crack was over 

while that’s where you could see 
the crack, the cause was in the 

  Ron Bolding
Keynote speaker
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basement,” he said.  “To main-
tain your hope, you need a solid 
blueprint and a strong founda-
tion.”

Bolding, a retired Navy cap-
tain with 28 years of service, 
said that because of this year’s 
theme “Out of the mountain of 
despair there is a stone of hope,” 
he said he was reminded of a 
time 50 years ago – when he 
was about the age of the award 
recipients growing up in Watts 
– that he awoke one morning 
“intending to meet my friends 
at Fremont High School in Los 
Angeles.”

“I had been attending summer 
school . . . class had ended, and 
my friends were going to meet in 
the gym for basketball,” he said.  
“But this morning was differ-
ent.  As I walked from my house 
to the bus stop, I could see and 
smell heavy smoke in the direc-
tion of 103rd Street and Comp-
ton Avenue.  The bus would pass 
right by there on the six-mile trip 
to Fremont High, so I thought 
I’d be able to see what was go-
ing on.”

“I waited until a passer-by said 
‘ain’t no bus today brother,’ and 
for the next few days and nights 
the buses didn’t run because a 
day or so earlier a rebellion had 
begun, an event the newscasters 
called the Watts riots,” he said.

“Hope had been lost in my 
community of Watts – it was 
replaced by despair, and the de-
spair was expressed in frustra-
tion and anger,” Bolding said.

He provided the students with 
a 14-point blueprint for their 
life, beginning with the need to 
“start with a deep belief in your 
own somebodiness.”

He urged the students to be 

believe in yourself,” adding that 
“Dr. King notes that no one can 
do this for you.”

And he encouraged the stu-
dents to follow their morals, 
act now, and be determined to 
achieve excellence.

“Stand for something,” and 
“have a dream,” he added.

“Be relentless in pursuing 
your goals – persistence and de-
termination are required for suc-

YOUTH SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARD WINNERS -- The 2019 Pomona Inland Valley Martin Luther King Jr. Project Youth Social Justice 

right is Sherie Rodgers, Board President of the Martin Luther King Jr. Project and the mistress of ceremonies for the event.

Hope... from pg. 1

cess – nothing takes the place of 
them – not talent, not genius, not 
education alone,” he said.  “Stay 
on task and as Dr. King would 
say, ‘keep moving.’”

“Doors are open now that 
were not available to your par-
ents, even keys to the White 

House,” Bolding said.  “But you 
have to be ready to walk through 
the doors when the opportunities 
come.”

“Make these things a part of 
your life’s blueprint and when 
you do, you’ll be able to sing 
that old Negro spiritual, ‘free 

at last, free at last, thank God 
almighty we’re free at last,” he 
said.

Bolding was introduced by 
Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz, 
a board member of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Project.

Hope... pg. 4
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Zennie Cummings Award
This year’s Zennie Cummings 

Award was presented to the City 
of Pomona by Maggie Green, 
a member of the Martin Luther 
King Project committee.

She said Zennie Cummings, a 
long-time member of the project, 
was a personal friend of hers.

“We do this to recognize 

groups and individuals who 
have contributed to this organi-
zation over the years,” she said.

Pomona Mayor Tim Sandoval 
accepted the award on behalf of 
the city, along with Pomona City 
Councilmembers Rubio Gon-
zalez and Elizabeth Ontiveros-
Cole.

The program also included a 

timely tribute entitled “A look 
back” honoring the late singer 
Aretha Franklin.  The tribute, 
presented by project Vice Presi-
dent Tonisha Rowan, acknowl-
edged Franklin’s history in 
which she “raised her voice” for 
civil rights.

“The musical icon, who 
passed away at the age of 76 in 
Detroit, Michigan, was also an 
integral part of the civil rights 
movement, using both her plat-
form and her voice to advocate 
for racial equality,” Rowan said.

“In 1967, Franklin released 
‘Respect,’ arguably her most 
famous song, which became an 
anthem for the racial and gen-
dered political movements of 
the time,” she added.  “Accord-
ing to a Detroit Free Press inter-
view with Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
Franklin often used her talents 
to help further the civil rights 
movement, even going so far 
as to tour with King and fellow 
singer/activist Harry Belafonte,” 
she said. 

Hope... from pg. 2

Joining hands at the end of the Martin Luther King Jr. celebration, during the sing-
ing of “We shall overcome,” are, from left, project treasurer and past president 
Gayle Claiborne, project committee member and historian Rabbi Zev Feyer, and 
project committee member Rev. Natalie Shiras, of Pilgrim Place.

CITY OF POMONA RECOGNIZED -- The City of Pomona was honored Sunday night 

Youth Social Justice Awards
This year’s Youth Social 

Justice Awards winners were 
Kerra Conley, of Colony High 
School; Suhailah Edwards, of 
Ruben Ayala High School, Ryan 
Houston, of Pomona’s Diamond 
Ranch High School, and, from 

Pomona’s Garey High School, 
Maria Inzunza, Kevin Olarte and 
Rebecca Roman.

All have been good students, 
active in the community and 
representative of the ideals of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

“As (King) saw that change 
was greatly needed, he was 

-
wards equality among all races 
and making a difference,” said 
Houston, whose brother, Mel-
vin Houston, was an award win-
ner last year and introduced this 
year’s winners.  “I owe much to 
him (King) and I appreciate the 
opportunities and great life that 
I have today.  Just as Dr. King, 
I strive to promote unity, social 
justice and end discrimination in 
my school and community.”

Sherie Rodgers, Board Presi-
dent of the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Project, served as mistress of 
ceremonies for the event.

ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY SUNDAY SUPPER

-
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Registration is under way on 
Saturdays through Feb. 23 (ear-

Kennedy Park for Pony United 
Youth Baseball’s 2019 spring 
baseball season.

Cost for players ages 4 to 6 is 
$95 and for players ages 7 to 12 
$120.

The cost includes jersey, hat, 
insurance, pictures and trophy.

Free clinics with practice for 
all ages begin Saturday, Jan. 26, 
and opening day is Saturday, 

Registration open for 2019 
Pony United Baseball

March 9.
Parents must bring a copy of 

proof of address such as a utility 
bill or driver’s license.  Registra-
tion continues from 10 a.m. to 
noon each Saturday.

Kennedy Park is located at 
1150 Fairplex Drive, Pomona.

For more information, call 
(909) 541-1118, e-mail pony-
west@verizon.net or visit the 
web site at www.ponyunited.
com.

Operators of Pomona’s new 
homeless service center have ex-
pressed their appreciation to the 
Bliss Wisdom Youth Club for do-
nating undergarments and chips for 
the men and women homeless par-
ticipants.

“We appreciate you for partner-
ing up with Volunteers of America 
Los Angeles, Pomona,” said Reggie 
Clark, program manager for Volun-

Volunteers of America operates 
“Hope for Home,” as Pomona’s 
new homeless facility is known.

Bliss Wisdom Youth donate to Pomona’s homeless center
The facility is a 90-day crisis pro-

gram housing 100 participants and 

also operates a 14-hour cold winter 
shelter program that serves more 
than 115 single men and women 
each night from December through 

March.  Participants receive meals 
and are able to shower before leav-
ing with a “to go” lunch.

For more information, contact 
Volunteers of America at (909) 593-
4796 or visit the web site at www.
voala.org.

Youths ages 18 to 24 with 
experience in the foster care or 
juvenile justice systems are eli-
gible to enter the Youth Voice 
2019 writing contest.

Participants must submit a 
1,000 to 2,000 word essay on 

Essay contest deadline nears for former foster care kids
a variety of topics and can win 
prizes ranging from $500 in cash 
down to $50 gift cards.

Deadline is midnight Feb. 
15.  For more information, visit 
https://chronicleofsocialchange.
org/contest. 



6 • Thursday, January 24, 2019 • La Nueva Voz

Do you have a news story? 
We want to hear from you or your organization.

Send your news tips to: 
reneebarbee7@gmail.com

Copyright © 2019 South Coast Media Services

V.P. of Advertising & Operations: Renee Barbee

board “for a few years” so “they 
aren’t new to our project.”

“The board just believed it was 
the right decision to make Mayor 
Sandoval the chair and Council-
member Carder our vice chair,” he 
said.  “That about summarizes the 
fairly brief board discussion.”

In contrast, however, in an-
other news release La Nueva 
Voz received by e-mail the same 
day, downtown in Los Angeles 
the Southern California Regional 
Rail Authority board of directors, 
the governing body of Metrolink, 
reported unanimously electing 
Ventura County Transportation 
Commission representative Brian 
Humphrey as its chair for a one-
year term.

The Metrolink news release 
boasted that Humphrey is a 33-
year member of the City of Los 
Angeles Fire Department, current-
ly serving as its public information 

longest-serving current Metrolink 
board member.

The release noted his experience 
on the board dates to his becom-
ing a member in 1997 – some 22 
years ago.

On the Gold Line board, Sando-
val and Carder replaced Doug Tes-
sitor and Sam Pedroza who retired 
from the board last month.  The 
two had served on the board for 
nearly 10 years.

It is obviously unclear what im-
pact, if any, the positions of San-
doval and Carder on the board will 
have on efforts to get trains to Po-
mona and La Verne.

“It is an honor to have been 

chosen by my colleagues to lead 
the board as we work to make the 
Foothill Gold Line dream come 
true for the tens of thousands of 
future riders that live and work in 
the eastern San Gabriel Valley and 
western Inland Empire,” Sandoval 
said in the Gold Line news release.  
“Hundreds of thousands of people 
travel through this corridor every 
day and they are eager to have the 
reliable, sustainable transporta-
tion option provided by the Gold 
Line.”

Carder echoed Sandoval’s sen-
timent, pointing out that “we are 
going through an exciting but chal-
lenging period for the project.”

“I look forward to working with 
my fellow board members and the 
agency’s excellent staff to ensure 
that the construction ahead is suc-
cessful and that we do everything 
in our power to complete the proj-
ect to Montclair as soon as pos-
sible,” she said.

Sandoval emphasized to La 
Nueva Voz, as Gold Line staff 
pointed out, he had served on the 
Joint Powers Authority for two 
years.

In addition, he said he was rec-
ommended by members of the 
Joint Powers Authority and the 
San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments appointed him to 
that position.

He said if board politics were 
involved, it was before he was 
named to the board.

Besides, he said, when he was 
asked to serve, he said it was a “no 
brainer” because it gave him an 
opportunity to work to better both 

Pomona and the region.
Gold Line authority CEO Habib 

Balian did not respond to a request 
from La Nueva Voz for a comment 
on his board’s reorganization.

Internal board politics aside, 
the Gold Line currently begins at 
Union Station in Los Angeles and 
ends in Glendora on the Citrus 
College campus.  

Plans to resume construction of 
an additional 12.3-mile segment 
– all the way to Montclair – with 
stops along the way in both La 
Verne and Pomona – were bumped 
back two more years in November 
when Balian learned that cost in-
creases from all four design-build 
teams competing for the extension 
project resulted in an anticipated 
project cost well beyond original 
estimates.

What La Nueva Voz called at 
the time “a surprise reality check” 
came following a two-month re-
view of proposals which were re-
ceived from the four “short listed” 
bidders.

“We learned that all four bids 

shift in market conditions since 
the project estimate was complet-
ed two years ago,” Balian said at 
the time.  “When added with cur-
rent unknowns and risk within the 
construction industry locally and 
nationally, these factors resulted 
in the eight-year construction proj-
ect costing hundreds of millions 
of dollars more than the secured 
funding available.”

Critics of the Gold Line Author-
ity effort, some of whom have 
suggested future Gold Line riders 

can imagine Balian’s surprise at 
missing the estimate by a few ze-
roes, have suggested that part of 
the problem is that his agency to 
date has gone after only the low-
hanging fruit – the easier state and 
local grants – to fund the project.

The Gold Line reportedly has 
not pursued federal funding, ap-

in complying with additional en-
vironmental review requirements, 
although those close to the proj-
ect have pointed out that federal 
funding would be readily avail-
able, particularly since “matching 
funds” are already in place.

A spokesman for the City of 
Pomona said that city is working 
to encourage the Gold Line to go 
after federal funding, especially in 
light of the curve ball that came in 
the form of dramatic cost increases 
late last year.

While plans are changing rapid-
ly and discussions are continuing, 

were talking in terms of getting the 
project to Glendora, San Dimas 
and La Verne – completing about 
70 percent of the project two years 
ahead of the original schedule – to 
avoid tens of millions of dollars 
annually in market escalation.

That same proposal would call 
for getting the line to Montclair by 
2028, or two years later than origi-
nally planned, assuming funding 
becomes available.

That section of track would in-
clude Pomona, Claremont and 
Montclair stations.

In terms of dollars and cents, the 
latest wrench in the works means 
the six-station extension will be in-
creased by $570 million to a total 
project budget of $2.1 billion – and 
this from an agency that previous-
ly boasted in news releases that it 
completed each segment on time 
and under budget.

The project is being funded by 
Measures M and R in Los Ange-
les County, Measure I in San Ber-
nardino County and the State of 
California’s Transit and Intercity 
Rail Capital Program, an SB1 pro-
gram that receives proceeds from 
the Cap and Trade auction and the 
recent gas tax increase.

The Foothill Gold Line Con-
struction Authority is an inde-
pendent transportation planning 
and construction agency created 
in 1998 by the state legislature to 
plan, design and build the Metro 
Gold Line light rail system from 
Union Station to Montclair.

-
ed from Union Station in Los An-
geles to Pasadena in 2003 and the 
Pasadena to Azusa segment was 
completed in 2015.

The Gold Line Authority cur-
rently is undergoing environmen-
tal review to evaluate impacts as-
sociated with the La Verne and/or 
Pomona station becoming a poten-
tial temporary terminus while the 
shortfall in funding is sought.

The Gold Line Authority board 
is made up of elected and appoint-
ed representatives from through-
out the project corridor.

Gold Line... from pg. 1

Are you willing to share infor-
mation about your career with 
students?

Pomona Catholic School’s Ca-
reer Day 2019 will be held Fri-
day, Feb. 22, at the school and 
presenters who enjoy their work 
and like to share their enthusi-
asm are invited to participate.

Participants typically include 
parents, alumni, friends of the 
school, community members 

Pomona Catholic seeks presenters for ‘Career Day’
and others.

The event, scheduled for 8 
a.m. to noon, will offer students 
an opportunity to attend three to 
four 30-minute sessions with all 
presentations in a classroom set-
ting with faculty members pres-
ent at all time.

Media equipment will be pro-
vided.

Following the last session, an 
“all school” question and answer 

session will be held.
Presentations typically in-

clude topics like educational 
background, salary, training op-
portunities, future trends in the 

skills, a typical work day and 
current job opportunities.

A coffee reception will be held 
at 7:30 a.m. with presentations 
beginning promptly at 8 a.m., 
followed by breakfast for all pre-
senters.

For more information, contact 
osalas-tapia@pomonacatholic.
org.

Pomona Catholic is located at 
533 W. Holt Ave., Pomona.



Pomona, I am 
honored to be 
able to repre-
sent our com-
munity, not 
only through 
promoting business but strength-
ening the relationships between 
community, business and local 
government as well.”

“My vision for the Pomona 
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Pomona native Monique Man-
zanares was selected by the board 
of the Pomona Chamber of Com-
merce last month to serve as its 
president and CEO.

She replaces Erica Frausto, 
who served as executive director 
for four years before leaving last 
month to become executive direc-
tor of the San Gabriel Pomona 
Valley Chapter of the American 
Red Cross in Arcadia.

Manzanares left her position 
with the San Gabriel Valley Con-
servation Corps to take over the 
helm of the chamber.

She had just joined the chamber 
board in July.

A Mt. San Antonio College 
graduate, Manzanares worked as a 

California.  After receiving a bach-
elor’s degree in human services 
from the University of Phoenix, 
she went to work as an employ-
ment specialist with Social Voca-
tional Services, Inc., a statewide 

with intellectual or developmental 
disabilities.

Most recently, she served as 

Monique Manzanares named president and CEO of Pomona Chamber

WELCOMING A NEW POMONA CHAMBER PRESIDENT AND 
CEO

-

HER FIRST CHAMBER NETWORKING LUNCHEON

-

director of community relations 
for the San Gabriel Valley Con-
servation Corps, helping those in 

-
prove their lives.

“I would like to start off by 
thanking everyone for the warm 
welcome I have received as the 
new president and CEO of the 
Pomona Chamber of Commerce,” 
Manzanares said.  “As a native of 

Chamber is to create a sense of 
community and inclusion, not 
only among businesses but every-
one who lives, works and plays 
within our exciting city on the 
rise,” she added.

Los Angeles 
‘mentor’ to keynote 
Saturday’s Latino 

Family Symposium
Dr. Gabe Veas, a Los Angeles 

based public speaker and men-
tor, will be the keynote speaker 
Saturday, Jan. 26, at the third an-
nual Latino Family Symposium 
2019, presented by the Latino / 
Latina Education Association of 
Pomona in partnership with the 

Topic this year is “Resist 
through Education.”  The event 
will place an emphasis on 
learning how to get kids to and 
through college.

morning of learning for families, 
will be held from 8 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. in the school district’s con-
ference center at the Village at 
Indian Hill, 1460 E. Holt Ave., 
Pomona.

For more information, contact 
info@leappomona.org or visit 
the web site at www.leappomo-
na.org.

For registration, visit https://
tinyurl.com/lfs2019registration.

“Map of the Art of Mexico,” an 
exhibition representing a catalog 
of the artistic possibilities from all 
regions of the country, will open 
Feb. 9 at the Latino Art Museum 
of Pomona.

The exhibit, which will show-
case the work of 37 artists, is part 
of the museum’s work in conjunc-
tion with Fomento Cultural Mexi-
co, an organization that promotes 

Art of Mexico to be exhibited 
at Pomona’s Latino Art Museum

the culture of Mexico and has 
available art works acquired over 
four decades.

The Latino Art Museum, found-
ed 18 years ago to promote and 
present Latin American art, is lo-
cated at 281 S. Thomas St., Suite 
104/105, Pomona.

For more information, call (909) 
620-6009 or visit the web site at 
www.latinoartmuseum.com.

“Tierra,” the band named “Best 
R&B Vocal Group” by four lead-
ing magazines including Bill-
board, will appear at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday, Jan. 26, at Pomona’s Fox 

concert with proceeds going to-
ward the second annual children’s 
festival at Pomona’s Civic Center 
Park, as well as local youth sports 
leagues, community arts pro-
gramming and more.

Tickets are $25 to $30 and are 
on sale at www.eventbrite.com.

The event will be hosted by 
legendary DJ Jimmy Reyes of 
Old School 104.7 FM.

fundraiser for children’s programs, community arts
Tierra started their career in 

East Los Angeles with a blend of 
rock, pop, jazz, R&B and salsa.  
The group’s Latin R&B rhythm 
produced classics like “Togeth-
er,” “Gonna Find Her,” “Memo-
ries” and “Zoot Suit Boogie.”

In its 25-year history, Tierra 

have four songs on the national 
chart and two simultaneously in 
the Top 100.

They have performed at Carn-
egie Hall, the American Music 
Awards, American Bandstand 
and the Dorothy Chandler Pavil-
ion.
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Attention golfers – remember 
that story a year ago in La Nue-
va Voz about the Pomona City 
Council approving a contract 
with a Chino company to revital-
ize and re-open the city-owned 
Palm Lake Golf Course?

To refresh your memory, the 
contract was approved in De-
cember 2017 and the story ap-
peared in the January 2018 La 
Nueva Voz, on page 4, for those 
of you who’d like to take a look 
at it on our web site.

We’ll save you the trouble – 
the golf course was expected to 
be up and running in three to six 
months.

It turns out a lot of water has 
run down the fairway in a year 
(hey, that’s a good thing for a 
golf course, right?).  And while 
you won’t see your neighbor out 
there with a bucket of balls on 
the driving range quite yet, in a 
follow-up interview this month, 
Chino Development League 
spokesperson Bob Velker said 
the driving range should be open 
for business by late spring.

And his boss, developer, Celso 
Palafox, said it might take six to 
eight more months to get the en-
tire project the way he wants to 
see it.

“Nothing is going to stop me 
– it takes a lot of money, a lot of 

Pomona’s Palm Lake Golf Course lands in a few sand traps along the way but rehab work still progressing
power, a lot of moti-
vation,” Palafox said.  
“I’m not a quitter.”

But there were 

obstacles that tested 
his motivation along 
the way.

The short version?  
He had vandals de-
stroying equipment, 
about 10 break-ins 
in which copper pipe 
was removed and 
tools were taken and 
more.

“It has not been 
easy, but we’re al-
most there,” Palafox 
said.  “Right now I 
have to demolish the 
existing building and put a new 
building on.”

“We need to comply with all 
the new codes – it was easy for 
us to go ahead and get an archi-
tect and try to make the best we 
can out of the building, expand 
the building bigger, we’re going 

keep it nice and clean.”
He said he wants to place a 

there right away just to get the 
driving range open during con-
struction.

It might take another year to 

get the restaurant open, he said.
But he’s spent money on the 

“net” to keep the golf balls on 
the driving range, he’s invested 
in the walls and he’s poured con-
crete.

“It’s a completely different 
story today,” he said.

Now golfers who have been 
down there already know this 
– those buildings are old and 

in poor shape – one for the golf 
shop and another for a snack 
shop which has not been used for 
years.

“The place is 60 years old and 
nothing had ever been done to 
the original development – all of 
the sprinklers, all the electrical, 
all the technology, all the wir-
ing, everything was all 60 years 

-

riorated,” Velker said.  “So the 

it back from the homeless – that 
was a huge problem.”

He said homeless individuals 
were living in the buildings and, 
since they tended to move back 
in after they were forced out, the 
process took several months to 
resolve.
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TODD Memorial CHAPEL
FUNERAL ADVISORS AND DIRECTORS

Your Independent, family owned and operated Funeral Home since 1907.

Hablamos Español

Our Spanish speaking funeral directors have more than 
80 years of combined experience in arranging services, 
burials, entombments, cremations and transporting of 
loved ones to Mexico and Latin America. Serving the 
needs of all faiths and all cemeteries.

(909) 622-1217
FAX (909) 623-3950

toddchapel@toddchapel.com
www.toddmemorialchapel.com

Claremont Chapel
325 N. Indian Hill Blvd. Claremont, CA 91711

570 N. Garey Ave. Pomona, CA 91767

Meanwhile, his boss has in-
stalled two dozen new palm 
trees, refurbished the terrain 
of playing surface, re-installed 
those mounds that are “targets” 
on the driving range, removed 
dead branches, re-secured fenc-
ing all around that had been 
knocked down and more.

And a lot of this – missing wir-
ing, the entire homeless issue and 
other problems – was a complete 
surprise, Velker said.

“We thought we’d be able to 
-

dows in it,” he said.
Surprises or no, Velker said 

there has been nothing there that 
is a “deal breaker.”

“One of the reasons we took 
such a long lease period (it was a 
20-year lease at $1 per year) was 
we anticipated a need to recoup 
this over time,” he added.

He said the original proposal 
called for a $100,000 investment, 
but that number jumped to half a 
million dollars at the last presen-
tation.

Palafox told La Nueva Voz in 
an interview that he has invested 
nearly $350,000 to date and he 

than $1 million this year.

Then what is his motiva-
tion?

Velker said he’s doing this 
“out of the kindness of his 
heart.”

He said his boss has lived 
in Pomona for more than 30 
years, he has a lot of commu-
nity pride and a strong love 
for the community.

“He’s where he is today 
because of the start he got 

-
mona,” he added.

And, Velker said, he’s not 
going to throw in the towel 
– “absolutely not – you can 

count on that.”
Of course, 

paying the wa-
ter bill has al-
ways been a 
problem for others 
who have attempt-
ed to bring the golf 
course back to life.

Palafox, how-
ever, is helping 
broker a deal in-
volving the City of 
Pomona, Caltrans 

and his own com-

Golf course ... from pg. 9

pany to tap into a state pipeline 
along the 71 Freeway to bring 
water to the golf course to both 
provide irrigation and enable 
the state to meet its mandate to 
enable water to percolate back 
down into the underground aqui-
fer and prevent “runoff” into the 
storm drain system.

Velker said his boss also has 
plans to upgrade the lighting in 
a project that will involve a mile 
and a half of copper wiring.

This is a subject of yet another 
issue – the entire facility was 
built using 1960 technology and, 
on top of that, vandals removed 
wires and transformers.

Even when everything still 
worked, it required a lot of elec-
tricity to illuminate the golf 

course which stayed open as late 
as 10 p.m.

A replacement for the trans-
former that was stolen from the 
pro shop will require a $70,000 
investment, Velker said.

Another $3,000 to $4,000 in 
valves also was taken.

Plus the golf course already 
has new irrigation, things are 
greening up and folks are cutting 
the grass every 10 days.

And it all adds up.
Palafox said he has a crew 

of three workers on the job full 
time, plus he brings in a crew of 
10 when he needs them for con-
crete work and the like.

-
ers provided by Danny Oaxaca, 
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Have you been over to Cal 
Poly lately?

That new “curvaceous” (as the 
news release described it) build-
ing that has been under construc-
tion behind where the old parking 
attendant booth used to be locat-

the university, it is destined to 

services building, located at Kel-

is a 138,000 square foot structure 

-
-

spired by the nearby San Gabriel 

It is visually striking with an 
undulating roof of perforated alu-

Inside, essential student servic-
-

Cal Poly opens new student services building featuring cutting-edge design

-

-
-

Its 28- to 30-foot roof overhang 

-

Daylight harvesting tech-
niques include interior sensors 

the building and then adjust the 

heating and cooling, the solid 
roof above the occupied spaces 

-

Chilled water for air condition-

chilled water plant, and the on-

plant, located nearby, produces 

Other sustainability features in-

-

ing with drought-tolerant plants 

The project is sited on a for-

landscaping reduced the project 

-

The building is the seventh 

-
rently under construction, also 

-
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GETTING INTO THE SPIRIT -- Downtown Pomona Owners Association Executive Di-

The 2019 Sarah Ross Science 
Fair, an annual event showcasing 
the work of students through-

District and attracting several 
thousand visiting students and 
parents each year, will be held 

Registration for the eighth an-
-

projects will be unable to par-
ticipate in the judging, which 

Pomona’s Sarah Ross Science Fair set for next month

-

The event includes both a 

through eight and a senior divi-

Students qualifying to go on to 

Fair will have an opportunity 
to register on line following the 

Research involving tissues, 
-

approved paperwork in order to 
-

projects are not judged and not 

in grades kindergarten through 

-

-

Sociable will be held at the 

crafts and a discussion of pio-

The sociable will begin at 3 

Annual Laura Ingalls Wilder celebration 
to be held next month at Pomona Public Library

-

be provided by Friends of the 

The event is sponsored 

on the Prairie” children’s book 

1943 and based on her own 

The television series of the 

1980s) was loosely based on 

-
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alien friends helped Cal Poly 
-

“Far Out Frequencies” is the 
71st student-built and student-de-

-

By Tom Zasadzinski

-
tronauts Morgan and Sally play 

-

universities’ polytechnic ap-

week before the parade, students’ 

Originally, the plan was to cov-

until the parade, it was clear that 

there wouldn’t be enough green 

-
whole year, and that’s when the 
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I am an immigrant child of 
1985.  I was born in 1979 in Nue-
vo Laredo, Tamaulipas, Mexico, 
whereas my brother was born in 
Laredo, Texas, in 1974.  He was 
born in the U.S. and I was born 
in Mexico.  Interestingly enough, 
the difference in the distance of 
our birthplaces is only about two 
miles.  You see, I am from the bor-
der, a place that sticks with you 
forever and to a certain extent de-

anyone who is from the border 
and they will tell you the same 
thing. 

The reason for our migration 
into the U.S. was that of a bigger 
dream and better opportunities 
for my brother and me by way of 
my Mexican mother with a third-
grade education and maid jobs.  
We didn’t have to cross the Rio 
Grande River illegally.  My moth-
er simply applied for our resident 
visas and due to my brother being 
a U.S. citizen we were granted 
residency.  

We weren’t being persecuted 

      OPINION

An anonymous discussion between an immigrant and a U.S. Border Patrol 
agent regarding the separation of families and detention of children at the Texas borders

By Dolores Villa, USC School of Social Work Graduate Student

simply wanted a better way of life 
for us. 

Growing up in Laredo, Texas, 
really did open a lot of doors for 
us.  Although we were welfare 
kids, my mom worked day and 
night to provide for us.  My broth-
er went to the Navy and I became 

-
ate in my family. 

Many of my friends who I grew 
up with applied to be part of immi-
gration and customs enforcement 
and border patrol.  Many made it, 

Growing up in a border city 
made it very accessible to gain the 
knowledge it took to become one 
of them.

Not too long ago I reached out 
to a “friend” with border patrol.  I 
wanted to see if he would be will-
ing to discuss the current situation 
that was happening on the Texas 
borders regarding the separation 
of families and detention of chil-
dren via the “zero tolerance” im-

migration policy as implemented 
by then-Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions under President Trump.  

He hesitated for a bit but plead-
ed that so long as names weren’t 
disclosed, he would be able to 
discuss the issue with me, as there 

with the disclosure of this infor-
mation.  I gave him my word.  

I asked how he felt about the 
current situation in our southern 
borders and he replied that for 
the most part, “They do as they 

too young to understand what is 
going on and they simply follow 
orders.”

I asked what has been the 
youngest child he has had to take 
away from their parents and he 
reported, “A two month old. The 
parents were devastated, but (we) 
were simply just doing (our) jobs.” 

When asked about the kinds of 
people that are detained, he report-

repeat offenders and some are kid-
nappers and sex offenders, among 

other criminals. You don’t see 
these kinds of stories in the me-
dia.” 

Asked about continued separa-
tion of families and detention of 
children in detention centers he 
reported, “We are not separating 
families any more.  Some are de-
tained together and some are giv-
en ankle monitors and are released 
until their court hearing date.  In 
regards to the detention of chil-
dren, they continue to be under the 

(U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services) care either in 
foster homes or detention centers 
like the one in Tornillo, Texas.”

He further reported, “I have 
learned to be numb to the process 
of seeing the conditions some of 
these children are in.  Some travel 
by themselves, some travel with 
their parents or even strangers.  
God knows what these poor chil-
dren are put through.  We do our 
jobs, we try to leave it behind, yet 
sometimes I get home and their 
images are so embedded in my 

mind that I just cry.”
The images of the children be-

ing separated from their parents 
and caretakers have traveled all 
over the world.  We have seen 
them and we have cried over them 
including the people that are paid 
to physically tear families apart.  
Although an executive order was 
signed in June to stop the sepa-
ration of families at the border, I 
wonder if you shed any tears too, 
Mr. President?  Or were you just 
saving face to prevent further 
backlash for your personal gain? 

Editor’s Note:  Dolores Villa, 
a resident of Pomona, is a gradu-
ate student at the USC Suzanne 
Dworak-Peck School of Social 
Work.  She submitted this opinion 
piece to La Nueva Voz because, 
in her words, of “our current mis-
constructed immigration policy 

of us who are so passionate about 
our basic human rights and free-
doms.”  She wrote the article in 
connection with her “Policy and 
Advocacy” class.

Assistance League to 
hold 20th annual Valentine tea

The Assistance League of Pomona Valley will 
hold its 20th annual Valentine tea next month in 
Pomona to help raise funds to support the group’s 
philanthropic activities for children.

The event will be held at 12:30 p.m. on Sun-
day, Feb. 10, at Pomona’s historic Ebell Club, 
585 E. Holt Ave., Pomona.

It was moved to the Ebell Club three years ago 
after it outgrew the capacity of the chapter house.

The afternoon tea features tea, scones, sand-
wiches and desserts along with an opportunity to 
win prizes.  A spokesperson said the event often 
becomes a “mother and daughter” event for a 
good cause.

Funds raised will support the Assistance 
League’s dental clinic for children in need and 
Operation School Bell which provides clothing 
for underserved students in schools in Pomona 
and neighboring cities.

Guests this year are encouraged to bring a new 
book which will be given to students participat-
ing in Operation School Bell in support of the 
“Legacy of Literature” reading support program.

Cost of the event is $40 per person.  Tickets 
can be purchased by mail (Assistance League of 
Pomona Valley, 655 N. Palomares St., Pomona, 
CA  91767) or on line at www.alpv.org. 

For reservations (requested by Feb. 3), contact 
Lisa Frazier at (909) 268-5742 or lisa.frazier1@
verizon.net.

CUTTING THE RIB-
BON 

-
-
-

-

-

-

 
POSING FOR A PHOTO 

-

-
-

-
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Hope & Hurdles
By Evy Schuman

NAACP CELEBRATES WITH OFFICIAL POMONA CHAMBER RIBBON-CUTTING 

a lot of curveballs thrown at you 
and have to make lots of on-the-

change the color of the front air-
plane. This year, it’s the aliens.”

Three of the aliens — Tuba-
Head, Lucy and Mufasa were 
covered in more than 5,500 
green button mums. The others 
— Ketchup, Scarlett and Lucy — 
were given additional colors and 
textures using purple, orange and 
yellow mums, as well as tomatil-
los, purple onions, lemons and 
jalapeños.

Elijah Koerner, Cal Poly Po-
mona Rose Float program presi-
dent, thinks the creative colors 

the Extraordinaire Award.
“What it means to me to win 

award is that the entire world and 
the judges themselves truly ap-
preciate the entire year’s worth 
of energy that all these students 
have put into it,” he said.

Editor’s Note:  Tom Zasadzin-

Extraordinaire Award... from pg. 13

The Pomona Police Department 
is accepting applications for a new 
“Citizen’s Academy,” a free nine-
week course providing interested 
residents an insight to the workings 
of the police department and help-
ing build relationships between the 
community and police.

Topics to be covered include 

unit, gang investigations, dispatch, 
jail, records, SWAT, criminal inves-
tigations and more.

Classes are taught by Pomona 

department’s professional staff.
The department’s 22nd academy 

begins at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 

Sign-ups due Feb. 6 for Pomona 
Police ‘Citizen’s Academy #22’

20, and the three-hour sessions 
continue every Wednesday night 
through April 17.

Applications can be picked up 
and dropped off at the Pomona 
Police Department or in the depart-

City Hall.  Applications should be 
submitted by Wednesday, Feb. 6.

approved applicants.
Applicants must be 18 years or 

older with no outstanding warrants 
or criminal cases.  They must be a 
Pomona resident, property owner or 
work in the City of Pomona.

For more information, contact 
crime prevention at (909) 620-2318.
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written about in a previous col-
umn. We will now cover food 
safety in commercial prepara-
tion, processing and distribution. 
Food is the most important of 
consumer commodity in com-
parison to toys, and cosmetics 
which have been previously 
reviewed. It is the most valued 
commodity because nutrition is 
vital to human health, develop-
ment and life. Food consump-
tion affects all since everyone 
must eat, as opposed to toys and 
cosmetics which are not critical 
to consumers. We will address 
the history of government regu-
lations, food processing and the 
current status of food safety.   

 In 1202, King John of Eng-

food law, the Assize of Bread, 
which prohibited adulteration of 
bread with such ingredients as 
ground peas or beans. Regula-
tion of food in the United States 
began during colonial times. 
Some of the important events in 
the history of food regulation in 
the United States are described 
below.

In 1862, President Lincoln ap-
pointed a chemist, Charles M. 
Wetherill, to serve in the new 
Department of Agriculture. This 
was the beginning of the Bureau 
of Chemistry, the precursor to 
the Food and Drug Administra-
tion.

On June 30, 1906, the original 
Food and Drugs Act was passed 
by Congress and signed by Pres-
ident Theodore Roosevelt. It 
prohibited interstate commerce 
in misbranded and adulterated 
foods, drinks and drugs. The 
Meat Inspection Act was passed 
the same day. The USDA Bureau 
of Animal Industry (forerunner 
to the USDA Food Safety and 
Inspection Service, or FSIS) was 
established in 1884 to prevent 
diseased animals from being 
used as food. Another impetus 
for this agency was the concern 
of food producers in exporting 
adulterated meat and food prod-
ucts. The Department of Agri-
culture handles meat and poultry 
inspections at meat plant and 
poultry facilities. Interstate com-
merce regulations were impor-
tant because affected states had 

Food Safety
enacted rules within their respec-
tive state that were not adhered 
to by other states.  It’s important 
to note that an initial distinction 
is that today the Food and Drugs 
Act and its successive laws are 
primarily administered by the 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) in the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services 
(HHS), whereas the Meat In-
spection Act and associated laws 
are primarily administered by the 
Food Safety and Inspection Ser-
vice (FSIS) of the USDA. Keep 
in mind that Upton Sinclair’s 
novel “The Jungle” (published 
in 1905) is considered as one of 
the documents describing the un-
sanitary conditions that led to the 
congressional action in 1906. An 
important distinction between 
these two 1906 laws is that under 
the Meat Inspection Act, govern-
ment inspectors (USDA) must 
always be present while the meat 
processing plant is in operation 
and that each product item is in-
spected by a government author-
ity, whereas under the Food and 
Drugs Act, other food businesses 
(and their products) are subject 
only to periodic government in-
spections. This distinction con-
tinues today.       

The Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act of 1938 was 
passed by Congress, containing 
new (for the time) provisions: 
1) Providing that safe tolerances 
be set for unavoidable poisonous 
substances. 2) Authorizing stan-
dards of identity, quality, and 

Authorizing factory inspections. 
4) Adding the remedy of court 
injunctions to the previous pen-
alties of seizures and prosecu-
tions. In effect Congress allowed 
the FDA the following: 1) Au-
thorized FDA to establish iden-
tity standards for food. 2) Broad-
ened adulteration laws - rather 
than FDA having to prove the 
food was adulterated, the indus-
try now had the burden of prov-
ing an additive is safe. 3) Autho-
rized FDA to inspect processing 
facility any time during normal 
working hours. 4) Prohibited 
false statements about the food 
item. 5) Addressed labeling of 
imitation food (e.g., margarine/
butter issue); if product imitated 

another food product, the label 
had to clearly state that fact. 6) 

product name, quantity, contents, 
and manufacturer. 7) Required 
additional label information for 
dietary food. 8) Prohibited mis-
leading containers.

Although much of FDA’s 
regulations address food manu-
facturers and food processing, 
it is recognized that food pro-
ceeds through a process chain 
before it reaches the consumer. 
For example, a food product 
involves the production of agri-
culture commodities, processing 
of commodities into food prod-
ucts, transporting and storing the 
food, displaying and selling the 

the food. A food product could 
become unsafe at any point in 
this chain of events, but the dan-
ger may not be obvious until 
the consumer becomes ill. This 
amendment begins to illustrate 
that food safety needs to be ad-
dressed from “farm-to-fork.”

In 1997 FSIS issued the Patho-
gen Reduction/Hazard Analy-
sis and Critical Control Point 
(HACCP) Systems rule. The rule 
focuses on the prevention and re-
duction of microbial pathogens 
on raw products that can cause 

-
spective roles of government 
and industry. Industry [meat and 
poultry processing plants] is ac-
countable for producing safe 
food. Government is responsi-
ble for setting appropriate food 
safety standards, maintaining 
vigorous inspection oversight to 
ensure those standards are met, 
and maintaining a strong en-
forcement program to deal with 
plants that do not meet regulato-
ry standards. Implementation of 
HACCP began in January 1997. 
FSIS (USDA) also recognized 
the impact HACCP may have on 
producers, the importance of in-
teragency collaboration, and the 
role of consumer education.

In 1995 FoodNet [an active 
surveillance network for food-
borne disease] was established, 
in collaboration with the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), USDA, and the 
FDA. 

Also, in 1995, PulseNet was 

born—a computer information 
system linking federal and state 
agencies that has created a grow-

-
prints of pathogens.

In December 2010, the Food 
Safety Modernization Act was 
passed. Generally, the law directs 
a more pro-active approach to 
food safety, rather than primarily 
reacting to food safety problems, 
and a more “science-based” ap-
proach to food safety concerns.  
Early indications are that key 
points of the law include: 1) 
Require Food Safety (similar 
to HACCP) plans for all FDA 

have HACCP plans, 2) Domestic 
and foreign food facilities must 
re-register every two years, 3) 
Expanded scope of FDA’s au-
thority to detain food and inspect 
records,  4) Establish standards 
for consumed-raw agricultural 
produce that pose high-risk for 
consumers, 5) Agricultural & 
food defense strategy, protect 
against intentional attack, in-
crease domestic food safety ca-
pacity, target inspection, 6) Reg-
ulations for food transportation, 
7) Tracking and tracing food, 8) 
Mandatory recall, 9) Decontami-
nation plan, 10) Foreign inspec-

shopping, smuggled food, 11) 
Testing labs, illness surveillance 
and improved training.

Food can be contaminated 
with bacteria, chemicals, and 
other substances at any point, 
from growing, harvesting, pro-
cessing, packaging, and shipping 
the food, to storing or prepar-
ing it to be eaten at restaurants 
or at home. Though the FDA 
and the USDA are responsible 
for regulations and food safety 
guidelines, everyone involved 
in the food chain, from farm-to-
fork, is responsible for the safety 
of food. Food pathogens and 
contaminants are not described 
in this review; but can be re-
searched in website links below.  

The FDA is responsible for 
regulating 80 percent of the U.S. 
food supply, while red meat, 
poultry, and processed egg prod-
ucts are regulated by the USDA. 
The FDA has worked closely 
with different federal, state, and 
local agencies to establish regu-

latory guidelines. Food safety 
issues continue to be a prob-
lem. According to reports by the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), 48 million 
people suffer from foodborne ill-
ness or disease every year.

Fresh produce, which the FDA 

has raised major concerns in re-
cent years, with 131 foodborne 
illness outbreaks over a 14-year 
period (1996-2010), from 20 dif-
ferent products. These outbreaks 
made 14,350 people sick, sent 
1,350 people to the hospital, and 
killed 34. 

In the event of a food re-
call communicated through the 
news, when it’s a product in your 
pantry, USDA’s Meat and Poul-
try Hotline (888-674-6854) has 
helped consumers for about 30 
years. 

Here are some tips from the 
Hotline:

• Identify the product, check 
posted announcement on Food-
Safety.gov.

• Identify the reason for the 
recall. If it contains an allergen, 
and your family is at risk, return 
it to the store.  

• If product contained bacterial 
contamination, or adulteration, 
return to store if not consumed.

• If product is consumed and 
it has bacterial contamination, 
check for symptoms of food poi-
soning and consult your doctor if 
symptoms appear.  If you cooked 
product with safe minimum in-
ternal temperatures, and symp-
toms do not appear, you should 
be safe.

• If you still have the recalled 
product, you should return it to 
the store which will return it to 
the manufacturer.

• Here is how to clean your 
kitchen, if affected product was 
prepared or just for proper sani-
tation. Wash all cookware, uten-
sils, and cutting boards with hot 
soapy water. Clear off counters 
and wash with hot soapy water, 
then wipe down the counters 
with dilute bleach solutions and 
let dry. The sanitizing solution 
can also be used to rinse dishes, 
cookware, and cutting boards. 
The sanitizing solution should be 
one tablespoon of unscented, liq-

Food safety... pg. 17
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4102 S. University Drive, Pomona (next to the Farm Store)

www.agriscapes.cpp.edu

uid bleach to one gallon of water. 
Food safety through the 

food chain to the consumer has 
evolved and improved over time. 
Government and industry regula-
tions and standards, inspections, 
safety practices, procedures, and 
consumer education that put 
responsibility and liability on 
all parties in the “from farm-to-
fork” system have helped. It is 
up to the consumer to stay in-
formed and responsive to events 
of foodborne disease and adul-

teration recalls that occur. 
Reference links:
• FDA - http://www.fda.gov/

Food/GuidanceRegulat ion/
FSMA/

• USDA - http://www.ers.
usda.gov/amber-waves/2011-
december/us-food-safetypolicy.
aspx#.UUI_9VdY3IU

• Food Safety - http://www.
foodsafety.gov/

• CDC - http://www.cdc.gov/
Editor’s Note:  Jose Bermudez, 

-

-

-
-

Food Safety... from pg. 16

First generation 

Karmann-Ghia

For more information, 
contact Steve Haber

(619) 905-1366.

Good shape, needs motor.

$5,000  or best offer! 

founder and director of the San 
Gabriel Valley Conservation 
Corps, who are pitching in as part 
of a new career path the Corps is 
providing for young adults ages 
18 to 25 looking for a second 
chance.

So, while it may not be former 
Gov. Brown’s bullet train or even 
our own Gold Line in terms of 
cost increases, the price of poker 
(or actually golf, in this instance) 

But things could change once 
the project is completed and it be-
gins making money.  Of course, 
under the terms of the contract, 
if the golf course becomes prof-
itable to the point that $150,000 

year, the city would receive 10 

The facility includes the driv-
ing range and a nine-hole par 
three golf course in addition to 
the snack shop site and the pro 
shop.

It closed in early 2017 after an 
unsuccessful three-year attempt 
by Pedro Gonzalez, a teacher at 
Pomona’s Madison Elementary 
School, to revitalize the course 
and make it cost-effective.

Once open, it will be open 
seven days a week until 10 p.m.  
Green fee for nine holes will 
range from $8 to $11.

“I’m excited to see Palm Lake 
Golf Course making progress 
and I look forward to seeing it 
open soon for the community 
to enjoy,” said Pomona Mayor 
Tim Sandoval.  “When the city 
awarded the contract . . . I don’t 
think the city council envisioned 
the project taking this long, but 
I know (the developer) faced a 
number of challenges they hadn’t 
anticipated.”

“It was a huge undertaking 
given the condition of the prop-
erty,” Sandoval added.  “For our 
residents who enjoy playing golf 
or live near Phillips Boulevard, 

Golf course... from pg. 10
the soon-to-be well-manicured 
grounds will be a welcome 
change for the community.”

Chino Development, a 
25-year-old company owned by 
Palafox, also owns Fox Nurser-
ies which recently completed the 

-
ey Avenue, the Fairplex and Casa 
Colina Hospital and Centers for 
Healthcare.

And that lake on the golf 
course, the one that gave it its 
name?  It has been dry for a long 
time.

But Palafox said he’s seen the 
old pictures and they were beau-
tiful.

“That’s what I’m trying to re-
build in the same way,” he said.  
“It’s going to impact the people, 
(providing) a place to eat, a place 
to play, and provide some enter-
tainment the people need.”

we’re going to have a nice proj-
ect for the City of Pomona.”

REAL Teens Relationship 
Smarts, a new teen program being 
offered at the Youth & Family Club 
of Pomona Valley, was launched 
last month as a one-month pro-
gram open to all teens to help them 
form healthy relationships and 
make sexual decisions for them-
selves by focusing on their futures.

The program, which just com-

begin a second session at the end 
of January.

It is being offered under a 
three-year federal grant The Club 

organizations in Los Angeles 
County.

including myself who have been 

‘The Club’ launches new teen program to help kids deal with life choices
trained in facilitating this pro-
gram,” said Club Executive Direc-
tor Victor Caceres.  

The program is offered free to 
The Club’s senior kids ages 13 to 
18.

According to Caceres, the cur-
riculum is based on “Relationship 

-
ance Adaption,” material from The 
Dibble Institute, a youth relation-
ship education organization based 
in Berkeley, California.

“It is a lively, media-infused 
and activity-based comprehen-
sive healthy relationship skills and 
sexual risk avoidance program for 
young teens,” Caceres said, add-
ing that a total of 13 lessons “em-
body an innovative and integrated 

approach that addresses positive 
youth development.”

And it includes everything from 
-

agement to dating violence and 
sexual delay.

“This is not sex education class 
from high school, this is a course 
designed for our teens to evaluate 
their relationships, all relation-
ships, with parents, siblings and 
friends,” Caceres said.

What are the goals of the pro-
gram? 

“This will better prepare teens 
for life,” he said.

And it will do that by helping 
teens develop healthy relation-
ships, focusing on self-awareness, 
setting goals and looking at matu-

rity, friendships and peer pressure.
In the area of communication 

kids look at danger signs, “time 
outs” and anger regulation.

Caceres said it will also include 
a “heart-based approach to sexual 
decision-making” and will look 
at myths and facts on STD’s and 
pregnancy.

The concept, Caceres said, start-
ed as an effort for Boys & Girls 
Clubs, such as the Pomona club, 
“who had changed their names but 
not their mission to get together 
and see how we can collaborate 

to secure funding as we work to-
gether to continue our impact in 
our respective communities.”

The program will continue 
month by month all year round 
throughout the three-year term of 
the grant.

“We will be seeking support 
from the community in relation to 
leveraging our grant funding so we 
can serve additional teens through-
out each year as well as when the 
grant ends,” Caceres said.

District and the Pomona Police 
Department both have signed let-
ters committing to refer youth to 

the program.
The program is centered in The 

Club’s teen center but will include 
outings and graduation events 
throughout the year.

And because The Club’s new 
name and mission also focuses on 
the entire family, Caceres said par-
ents very much will be a part of the 
new program.

At the end of each lesson, the 
kids have an interview with their 
parents on what they learned in the 

parent feedback form at the end of 
the lesson.

For more information on the 
program, contact The Club at 
(909) 242-1110.

The Club is located at 1420 S. 
Garey Ave., Pomona.



REALLY THE END OF AN 
ERA! -- Lt. Ronald Mc-
Donald, a long-time friend 
of La Nueva Voz, a main-
stay of the Pomona Police 
Department and a positive 
example for the Pomona 
Police Department and law 
enforcement everywhere, 
received a special honor 

Chamber of Commerce 
“Holiday for Heroes” lun-
cheon following his recent 
retirement -- after more 
than 53 years of service 
on the job.  McDonald, who 
joined the department in 

as a dispatcher and reserve 

Covina Police Department, 
was assigned to pretty much every unit in the police department over the 
years.  Most recently, he served as lieutenant watch commander in the op-
erations division.  Congratulations, Lieutenant, on a job well done!
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Board Member, 
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of Commerce

Need to advertise in 
La Nueva Voz?

(909) 629-2292

POMONA GANG IN-
VESTIGATOR HON-
ORED -- Pomona Po-
lice Sgt. Mike Lange, 
whose work in the po-
lice department com-
batting gangs, drugs, 
guns and prostitution 
has made Pomona a 
safer place with an im-
proved quality of life 
for its residents, was 
honored last month at 
the Pomona Chamber 
of Commerce “Holiday 
for Heroes” luncheon.  
Lange worked gangs 
for the Los Angeles 
Police Department be-
fore joining the Pomona 
department where he 
was selected to join the 
gang unit.  He was pro-

moted to detective where his assignments continued to include gangs.  He 
transitioned to the homicide unit and, now a sergeant, has worked for the 
past two years on the Major Crimes Task Force.

-- Renee Barbee of La Nueva Voz pulls out her Christmas list for Santa 
(played again this year by Pomona State Farm agent John Forbing) at last 

-

-
NESS -

Pomona Chamber of Commerce “Holiday for Heroes” 
luncheon.  The two are partners and work as a team 

outreach, engagement and evaluations to individuals 
in psychiatric or emotional crisis.  The two have “taken 
ownership” of the program and created new solutions to 
problems that have previously gone unanswered.

SERVING POMONA FOR MORE THAN 12 
YEARS -- Los Angeles County Fire Depart-
ment Capt. Mike Pacheco, now assigned to 

-
na for more than 12 years and has worked 
for the Los Angeles County Fire Department 

a small department in San Diego County 
and the Los Angeles City Fire Department.  
He was honored for his service to the com-

Commerce “Holiday for Heroes” luncheon.  
-

er paramedic David Caballero, assigned to 

Los Angeles County Fire Department for the 
past 24 years and has served Pomona for 
more than 13 years.  He was promoted to 

be reassigned out of Pomona but hopes to 
return.

Call Renee Barbee, 

and Operations

NOW OPEN • NEW LOCATION!

Grand opening and open house • February 14th, 11am 
Gran apertura • Febrero 14 a las 11 a.m.

Banquet Hall available for 300 people!
¡Salón disponible para 300 personas!

Professional event planning and 

Minerva Hernandez, President
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Pomona Valley 
146 East Third Street, Pomona, CA 91766

Planeación de eventos y 



Barbar the Little Elephant, 
by Francis Poulenc, will be 
presented by the Claremont 
Symphony Orchestra next 
week as a free hour-long con-
cert for young people and also 
featuring as performers two 
very accomplished area stu-
dents.

Alexis Cai, a seventh grad-
er at Foothill Country Day 
School in Claremont, has been 
studying music since she was 
five and does vocal training, 
piano, flute and music compo-
sition.  She plans to become a 
professional musician.

Cai, a member of the Cla-
remont Youth Symphony Or-
chestra’s flute section, will 
perform the first movement of 
Mozart’s Piano Concerto in A 
major and short compositions 
she wrote.

Charlotte Tu, a junior at 
Diamond Bar High School and 
a member of the Claremont 
Youth Symphony Orchestra’s 
flute section for four years, 
has been playing flute for six 
years and is also an accom-
plished pianist.  She will play 

the flute performing Concerti-
no, Op. 107 by Cecile Chami-
nade.

Cai and Tu were the 2019 
winners of the Claremont 
Youth Symphony Orchestra 
annual concerto competition.

The young people’s concert 
is scheduled for 3:30 p.m. Sat-

urday, Feb. 2 
(doors open at 3 
p.m.) at Bridges 
Hall of Music, 
150 E. 4th St., 
on the Pomona 
College campus 
in Claremont.

The concert 
concludes with 
the lively Story 
of Babar the Little Elephant 
composition, narrated by Cla-
remont Community School 
of Music Executive Director 
Matthew Keating.  The piece 
was written by Francis Pou-
lenc in 1940 when his young 
cousins asked him to “play” 
their favorite book.  It became 
so popular it was orchestrated 
by Jean Francaix in 1962.

Reservations are not taken, 

La Nueva Voz • Thursday, January 24, 2019 • 19

Photos by Renee Barbee 
-- If you want “amaz-

miss the annual December performance of the Claremont Symphony 

sitting in with the sopranos or the bass section and hearing the music 
-
-

cert is free, although they accept donations).  Just remember to hold 

-

Claremont Symphony, in its 66th season, was established in 1953 
and attracts top rated musicians from throughout Southern California 
coming in from as far away as Simi Valley, Los Angeles and Pasa-
dena on the west to Riverside on the east -- representing as many as 
30 communities in all.

all seating is open and the 
auditorium is handicapped 
friendly.

The Claremont Symphony 
Orchestra, founded in 1953, is 
a non-profit organization de-
pending solely on donations.  
Its mission is to provide free 
classical symphony orchestra 

concerts in the Pomona Valley 
and Inland Empire.  It presents 
10 concerts each year with 
volunteer musicians coming 
from more than 30 cities.

For more information in-
cluding a map and parking in-
formation, visit the web site at 
www.claremontSO.org or call 
Claremont Symphony Orches-
tra President Cecilia Cloughly 
at (909) 596-5979.

 -- Rob-
ert Sage, conductor of the Claremont Symphony Orchestra, 
takes a moment to chat with the audience last month during the 

left, looks on.  All concerts are held at Bridges Hall of Music 
(Little Bridges) on the Pomona College campus in Claremont.

Your ad here!   (909) 629-2292

Registration is requested by 
Feb. 8 for next month’s annual 
“Principal for a Day” event in 
Pomona in which business own-
ers, professionals and mem-
bers of the community receive 
an insight into the workings of 
students and teachers in today’s 
classroom.

The event, presented by the 
Pomona Chamber of Commerce 

District, is scheduled for 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Friday, Feb. 22, and is 
designed to strengthen Pomona’s 
schools and help build tomor-
row’s leaders.

Registration open for next month’s 

Participants will “shadow” a 
principal throughout the morn-

at Pomona’s school programs up 
close.  They will have an oppor-
tunity to interact with students 
and be a part of developing part-
nerships with the schools.

Participants and principals 
will share their experiences with 
the entire group at a luncheon 
following the event.

For more information on se-
lecting a school assignment, 
contact the Pomona Chamber at 
(909) 622-1256 or info@pomo-
nachamber.org.

Park in the shadow of the 71 Freeway lucked out last week and got to play between the 

as pictured, they had some pretty impressive moves.  The City of Pomona staffs the play-

cities.
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San Antonio ROP
•  Crossover - Barbering to Cosmetology
•  Crossover - Cosmetology to Barbering
• 
•  Hospital and Community Health

• Home Health Aid
• Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and First Aid

REGIONAL 
OCCUPATIONAL 
PROGRAM

The San Antonio Regional Occupational Program provides Career and Technical Education in the surrounding high schools of 

provide students with job readiness, career guidance and adult education to help students become career ready, productive citizens 
and participants in a diverse society and global economy.  Fee-based classes are available to adult graduate students. 

• Transición - Peluquería a Cosmetología
• Transición - Cosmetología a Peluquería
• 
• Salud Comunitario y Hospitales
• 
• Asistente y Ayuda Médica para el Hogar
• Resucitación Cardiopulmonar y Primeros Auxilios
• 

Escolares Bonita y Pomona y en Fairplex. Los cursos se ofrecen a almunos de 10 al 12 grado que residen en los Distritos  Escolares 

capacitación para la preparación laboral, guianza para profesiones y educación para ayudar a los estudiantes a ser ciudadanos 
productivos y participar en la economía global y la sociedad diversa. Se ofrece clases de paga para alumnos adultos.
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Llame al 
información y empiezo de las primeras clases.

Call  for more 
information and start dates of classes.


