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Community turns out to seek solutions at Pomona’s capacity crowd ‘Stopping Violence’ summit

A motivated filled-to-capacity
room, with community leaders
gathering last week at a “summit”
to stop the violence and attack the
problems facing Pomona, identified a long list of issues in need of
work and then grouped them into
priority categories including everything from communication, education and economic development to
crime, safety and quality of life.
“The City of Pomona has been
plagued by a scourge of violence,”
New! Live videos of La Nueva Voz
and La Nueva Voz advertisers are now
available on our web page. Visit
www.lanuevavoz.net and see videos
on our home page and partners page!

Supt. Richard Martinez

Pomona Mayor Elliott Rothman

Pomona Police Chief Dave Keetle

For information on your own live
video, contact Renee at
(909) 762-1446 or at
reneebarbee7@gmail.com.

Pomona Mayor Elliott Rothman
told the group at the opening of the
summit, adding that one of the

Pomona Council approves franchise agreement for transfer station

Proponents of a controversial $14
million waste transfer station to be
located on East Ninth Street in
Pomona are looking forward to
building the project and creating
jobs following last month’s decision
by the Pomona City Council to approve a franchise agreement with
Grand Central Recycling and Transfer Station, Inc.
The franchise agreement, a contract to provide the company with
portions of Pomona’s waste stream
in exchange for a “host fee,” or franchise fee, was approved last month,
on a 4 to 2 vote, with Councilmembers John Nolte and Cristina Carrizosa opposing.
Mayor Elliott
Rothman was absent due to illness.
An earlier motion by Carrizosa to
table the matter failed, also on a 4 to
2 vote.
Transfer station... pg. 14
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most important things the city can
do is work together toward solutions.
“Stopping Violence, Stimulating
Success in Pomona” was organized
as a grass roots effort to help “reduce violence and align the city’s
assets.”
The half-day event at Pomona’s
Sheraton Fairplex Hotel attracted
more than 200 city leaders, service
club representatives, representatives of the downtown area and the
city’s business community along
with leaders in mental health, education, employment and some of
the city’s leading churches.
Pomona Unified School District
Supt. Richard Martinez told the
group he was encouraged by the
turnout.
“There are huge opportunities to
stop violence and stimulate success,” he said. “Your part is critical.”

Yesenia Perez of Pomona Catholic
crowned as Miss Pomona 2014

Stephanie Campbell

Yesenia Perez, a 17-yearold senior at Pomona Catholic
with a 3.9 grade point average,
was crowned Miss Pomona
Sunday at Pomona’s Fox Theater at the Downtown Pomona
Owners Association’s annual
Miss Pomona Scholarship
Pageant, pledging to make her
legacy in Pomona one of having an impact on people’s
lives “in the best ways that I
can given my experience” and
“to leave a legacy of hope and
pride in the City of Pomona.”
Finalists Laila Alvarez, 18,
of Pomona High School,
where she maintains a 4.6
GPA, and Stephanie Pinedo,
17, a senior at Pomona’s FreMiss Pomona 2014... pg. 5
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MISS POMONA 2014 – Yesenia Perez, a senior at
Pomona Catholic, poses for the cameras just moments
after being crowned Miss Pomona 2014.
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Class co-sponsored by:

Business leaders, elected officials participate in
‘Principal for a Day’ to have an inside look into today’s schools

More than 50 business leaders,
elected officials and Pomona residents participated last month in this
year’s “Principal for a Day,” an annual event presented by the Pomona
Chamber of Commerce and
Pomona Unified School District to
provide the community with a one-

Torres, who joined Pomona Unified four years ago after working at
A.B. Miller High School in the
Fontana Unified School District,
has served as principal at Village
Academy for the past two years.
Acton said Village Academy,
with 450 students, is of particular

POMONA TURNS OUT FOR ʻPRINCIPAL FOR A DAYʼ – More than 50 of Pomonaʼs
leading bankers, insurance agents, college educators, health services providers and
more turned out again this year for “Principal for a Day,” giving them a hands-on look
at what is happening in todayʼs schools. The group photo was taken at the eventʼs
annual luncheon at the Village at Indian Hill.

day look inside the schools and to
create a foundation of partnering
with the district.
Principals for a day are able to receive a first-hand perspective of
what is happening in today’s
schools, visit classrooms, sit in on
staff meetings, learn more about
technology in use in the schools and
more.
And the program works!
As an example, Sandra VaughanActon, Director of Real Estate Development for the Cal Poly
University-Pomona Foundation,
told La Nueva Voz she was participating in the program for the second
year – she was assigned to Village
Academy High School last year and
was “so impressed with what was
being done here that I asked to come
back.”
Acton – and more than 50 other
“principals” like her – spent the
morning accompanying the “real”
principal before attending a luncheon for the entire group at the Village at Indian Hill.
She said Victor Torres, principal
at Village Academy, is “making
great strides” at the school.

tive approaches to education such as
requiring art students to enter art
contests, with competition including
an anti-tobacco poster contest and a
water conservation calendar contest
sponsored each year by the Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California.

ʻPRINCIPAL FOR A DAYʼ AT
VILLAGE ACADEMY HIGH
SCHOOL – Pomonaʼs Village
Academy High School was one of
the schools hosting a “Principal
for a Day” again this year in a
schools outreach program presented by the Pomona Chamber
of Commerce and Pomona Unified School District. Pictured in front of the schoolʼs “wall of fame”
are, from left, Principal Victor Torres; Salutatorian Vanessa Nguyen, 17 and a senior, of Pomona,
who hopes to attend college at UCLA or UC Irvine and major in biology and chemistry; Valedictorian Emily Cordon, also 17 and a senior, of Ontario, who hopes to attend Stanford University and
major in mathematics; and Sandra Vaughan-Acton, of the Cal Poly University-Pomona Foundation.

interest to her because both the high
school and Cal Poly emphasize
“hands on” learning, which means
students from Village Academy attending Cal Poly after graduation
would fit right in.
“We use technology for teaching
and learning,” Torres said.
And, while Village Academy is a
relatively small school, he said the
emphasis there is on going to college – the goal this year is for 50
percent of the graduates to go on to
college, compared to only 40 percent last year.
“We’re a school of choice,” Torres said, explaining that students attend Village Academy because they
“just want to be here.”
The award-winning school has
implemented a number of innova-

Already have a web page but
need a social media presence?
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Renee Barbee, Social Media Consultant
La Nueva Voz
Director of Advertising and Public Relations
909.762.1446 • reneebarbee7@gmail.com
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Fairplex Learning Centers spokesperson
speaks to Kiwanis on education at Fairplex

The director of development at The Learning Centers at Fairplex told
members of the Kiwanis
Club of Pomona that the
concept of education is a
major emphasis at Fairplex.
Laura Smolka Gallardo,
appearing at a Kiwanis
meeting at Ganeshsa Park
this month, cited as an example “The Big Yellow
Bus,” a program of curriculum based field trips that FAIRPLEX SPOKESPERSON TELLS POMONA KIWANIS
last year brought 150,000 ABOUT EDUCATION PROGRAMS – Laura Smolka Gallardo, at left, speaks to Pomona Kiwanis Club this month
student participants to the about education programs at Fairplex as Kiwanis President
Los Angeles County Fair Mark Warren looks on.
during a 12-day period.
find jobs in areas ranging from autoStudents visiting the fair through motive repair to horticulture to water
this program saw some of the more technology.
than 100 baby animals that were
She said the program has a 93
born at last year’s fair. She said percent graduation rate and that the
some $180,000 was raised to pay for automotive repair class just saw its
the buses last year which were avail- first graduation class complete the
able to any school in Pomona that two-year program – a class of nine
wanted to experience the fair.
students and all nine were placed in
“Approximately 50 percent of the jobs right away.
student population... is coming from
And art students will participate
low income families,” she added.
in May in the Art Reach Student Art
Gallardo also described the Ca- Institute in which high school stureer and Technical Education Center dents from throughout Southern Calat Fairplex, which focuses on trade ifornia will show their work in visual
or vocational skills to help students design, video and photography.
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“A new beginning”
“It’s a new beginning and a time
to reinvigorate,” Martinez said.
“Today we’ll have an opportunity
to continue building on what I believe is a strong foundation.”
Pomona Police Chief Dave Keetle told participants that to put the
city’s homicide statistics into perspective, he went back 30 years
and showed that the city’s all time
high was in 1989 when the city
recorded 44 homicides. The lowest during that period was recorded
in 2011 with only 11 homicides and
in 2013 the number was back up to
29.
Pomona police previously reported only 17 homicides were
recorded in 2012.
Keetle added that one of the reasons homicides were up last year
was that a higher number of those
assaulted died.
He said two things led to the
spike in homicides last year – Assembly Bill 109, a measure to help
fix California’s overcrowded
prison problem by releasing some
non-violent prisoners to county
probation officers instead of to
state parole officers, and the ongoing economic slowdown.
“We wound up with more bad
guys on the street and fewer cops,”
Keetle said.
He said prevention, intervention
and enforcement need to be in
place to hold crime down, adding
that it takes a sustained effort to
succeed.
And, while he said the police department is charged with enforcement, “it’s for those that have
chosen a violent path and the street
gangs committed to violent crimes
and we have to get them off the

street so they don’t infect our community any further,” he said. “But
the main point of what I’m trying
to make here is that it is a sustained
effort.”
Making it a “sustained effort”
“You have to do this for a generation. If you put out people on the
street... you’re going to have an impact but it’s just going to suppress
it, you’re not going to change 20
years from now the culture of
what’s happening,” Keetle said.
“What I’ve seen in being here
for 30 years, I saw a very violent
community, I’ve seen efforts made
by the community... they had an
impact... and crime dropped... and
people kind of faded away,” he
said.
“If you do prevention at the kid
level, intervention at the teen level
and enforcement at the adult level,
and you do all those things for 20
years, this will be a different city.
If you do it for two or three years
it’s going to be exactly the same,
it’s going to go down, you’ll have a
little suppression and it’s going to
come back,” he added.
“Please, stay involved for as
long as you can and pass it off to
the next generation,” he said.
Martinez pointed to a decline in
enrollment in the schools –
Pomona Unified had 35,000 students enrolled at its highest, compared to only 28,000 today.
He explained that some are
going to other school districts
while others are leaving to go to
work in other counties and other
states.
“When you have less students
there’s less money coming in to the
district,” he said.
Martinez said the district is

Summit... from pg. 1

showing a drop in suspensions, expulsions and truancy, and showing
improvement in the California high
school exit exam.
He said last year’s graduation
rate was 77.5 percent (students
who completed high school in four
years), and that the drop-out rate
was 60.5 percent but doing better.
“It takes all of us”
Pastor Rick DeBruyne of Lincoln Avenue Community Church
said, simply, “it takes all of us.”
“We have a room full of people
that can get engaged,” he said,
adding that more than 10,000
Pomona Unified students interviewed by members of the city’s
Youth and Family Master Plan
from 2005 through 2007 concluded
that adults in Pomona have been
unable to work together to solve
problems facing the city.
“We now have the possibility...
of launching this thing forward,”
he said, adding that the Youth and
Family Master Plan has been successful in many areas including
creating a science fair, an education
expo, a city beautification day, promoting academic achievement programs, Partnership for a Positive
Pomona working on alcohol and
substance abuse issues and others.
He said when he arrived in
Pomona in 1991 one of the biggest
problems was people in city hall
and the school district, as examples, were not talking to each other
while, today, they are “all working
for one common goal – a safe and
thriving city that celebrates the diversity that is Pomona and looks
forward to a time when our students are succeeding, when people
feel that they can go out in the
streets and enjoy themselves, with

businesses coming to Pomona because Pomona is a great place to
be, but it takes all of us.”
Fernando Meza, administrative
director of pupil and community
services for Pomona Unified, facilitated the collection of issues facing Pomona ranging from lack of
jobs, safety, support system for students, repealing A.B. 109, changing attitudes and lack of education
to mentoring, volunteering, bringing the non-profits in to work with
the schools and community, re-engagement of ex-offenders, homelessness and, in the words of
community volunteer Virginia
Madrigal, Pomona’s “broken window syndrome” and a need to set
high expectations for all residents.
Shared vision for change
Stephanie Campbell, executive
director of Bright Prospect, a nonprofit organization that empowers
low-income
students
from
Pomona, Montclair and Ontario to
gain admission, succeed and graduate from colleges and universities,
explained the “collective impact”
concept, used by organizations
throughout the United States,
which she said was being presented
to participants to consider using to
bring the various groups from different sectors together to accomplish change in Pomona by creating
a “shared vision for change.”
She said the concept has been
used to help resolve issues ranging
from jobs to teenage binge drinking.
Campbell reminded the group
that “the world economy is now
being transformed by the digital
revolution which has enormous implications for how our work is
done.”
“The new technologies associated with this digital revolution are
changing the nature of the jobs our
youth will need to be qualified for
when they join the work force,” she
added. “These rapid changes in
every industry have created to a

certain extent a mismatch between
many college graduates’ preparation and the current and future
needs of employers.”
The result is, she said, that 53
percent of recent college graduates
are either unemployed or underemployed, four out of 10 college graduates get jobs that do not require a
college degree, and many employers are unable to find the workers
who are qualified for the jobs they
have to fill.
“Student debt now exceeds consumer debt, and if students can’t
find the jobs that will allow them
to pay down their debt, they’ll have
to postpone buying a house and
starting their families which impact
the economy of their communities,” she said.
Fairplex Vice President of
Branding and Knowledge Management Michelle DeMott organized
the break-out session which involved a sort of “musical chairs” at
the 21 tables in the room “to make
sure that every voice is heard.”
She asked the group to consider
what are the issues, how to address
the issues and how could a common agenda approach, such as collective impact, be beneficial and
effective in addressing the issues.
Summit participants were told
Pomona’s unemployment rate was
11.4 last year, compared to a
statewide average of 8.9 percent,
and the median household income
was $48,864 in 2012, compared to
California’s $61,400.
The median age in Pomona is
29.5 years, compared to the California median age of 45.6 years.
In addition, 630 homeless people were counted last year, representing a 54 percent decrease in
homelessness over the past 10
years.
And while homicides were up
last year, all other categories of violent crime and property crime
went down, resulting in an overall
crime rate reduction of 14.3 per-

The Pomona Concert Band will
perform its annual winter concert
“Meet the Band” tomorrow (Friday,
Feb. 28) in the Palomares Park
Community Center.
The concert, which will begin at
7:30 p.m., is free and open to the
public. It is sponsored by the City
of Pomona and led by musical director and conductor Linda W. Taylor. Assistant conductor is Dr. Jorge
Garcia.
Selections will include “Fantasy
on Early American Tunes” by Kevin

Mixon; “Sinfornia” from Cantata 29
by Johann Sebastian Bach;
“Odyssey for Percussion” by Elliot
Del Borgo; “Trombone Concerto”
by Rimsky-Korsakov, and more.
Band members include residents
of Pomona and more than 20 surrounding cities. The band was
founded in 1947 by G. Stanton
Selby as part of a local Pomona
American Legion Post.
For more information, visit the
web site at www.pomonaconcertband.org or call (626) 963-0536.

Pomona Concert Band
winter concert set for tomorrow
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Miss Pomona 2014... from pg. 1

mont Academy of Engineering and
Design, where she has a GPA of 4.4,
will serve as the Miss Pomona Court
during the coming year.
The three were selected from a
total field of 30 applicants.
Perez, who spoke of the four generations in her family who have
made Pomona their home since her
grandfather moved here from Texas,

into Pomona.”
“These are reasons that I’m proud
to be from Pomona,” she said,
adding that she is eager to keep the
city going strong “and make it a bet-

Stephanie Pinedo

Laila Alvarez

said “the strength and what I see as
the most positive quality of Pomona
are the people who call Pomona
their home.”
“The city is not built on buildings
and inanimate objects,” she said, but
“on people who invest themselves

ter place for all to live, work and do
business here.”
Perez said she does not take the
responsibility of serving as an ambassador for Pomona lightly.
“As Miss Pomona I want to enhance the pride that is already
deeply rooted in our city,” she said.
“To do so starts with taking ownership.”
“I believe that the best way for
people to feel proud of what they
own is to feel that they had a deep

¿Tiene amor?

Sea un padre adoptivo
o padre de crianza.

Usted puede hacer la diferencia
en la vida de un niño.
Llame hoy: 1-800-4-FOSTER

David & Margaret Youth
and Family Services
FFA Lic#191592787

Reembolso mensual ($800-$2400)

www.davidandmargaret.org

part in creating it and bringing it
about,” she said. “As Miss Pomona,
I can continue a movement to encourage residents and students, especially, to participate in Pomona
events.”
And she hopes to encourage conservation and more support of local
businesses.
“Each member of our community
is a vital part of what makes Pomona
Pomona,” she said.
“I want to inspire others to help,
to dream big and be active, to be caring, thoughtful, and committed,” she
said.
Perez was presented with a check
for a $3,000 scholarship and the two
members of her court were presented with scholarship checks for
$1,500.

POMONA SCHOOL HEROES HONORED – Principal Silvestre Maravilla and campus security officer John Ortega of Pomonaʼs Lexington Elementary School were honored by the Pomona Unified School District Board last week for their heroic efforts in response to a recent shooting at
Pomonaʼs Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Park next to the school. The two “swiftly responded to
the shooting, both keeping students at the school safely locked down, while also being the first to
arrive and treat the victim of the shooting,” Pomona Unified Supt. Richard Martinez said. “Thanks
to (their) efforts, the victim survived and no students were harmed during the incident,” Martinez
added. Pictured, front row from left, are Supt. Richard Martinez, Silvestre Maravilla, John Ortega,
and Board Vice President Andrew Wong. Back row, from left, are School Board Members Jason
Rothman and Adrienne Konigar-Macklin, Student Board Member Gloria Salas, Board Member Dr.
Roberta Perlman and School Board President Frank Guzman.

SCHOOL DISTRICTʼS SCIENCE FAIR
NAMED IN HONOR OF SARAH ROSS – The
annual Pomona Unified School District science fair, held each year at Cortez Magnet
School, was officially named in honor of Sarah
Ross for the first time this year. “Sarah was
the motivation behind the science fair,” said
School Board member Dr. Roberta Perlman.
“She was completely committed to ensuring
our children were exposed to science, technology, English and math (STEM).” Ross died
two years ago in London after becoming ill on
her way back home from a visit to Africa with
her husband, Bob Ross. She was a former
teacher and teacher of the year in Pomona.
From its inception in 2006, Ross chaired the
Promoting Academic Achievement subcommittee of the Pomona Youth and Family Master Plan. Pictured in font of the new Sarah
Ross banner, from left, are food booth volunteers Judith Camacho, Ana Torres, Brenda
Hernandez, Sandra Machado and Asencion
Alvarado, all of Pomona and all parents of students at Cortez, and Pomona Unified School
Board member Dr. Roberta Perlman.

A STUDY OF TWO TYPES OF YEAST – Dreon Niter, 18, a student at Pomonaʼs Park West
High School, explained to La Nueva Voz – in more detail than La Nueva Voz believed was possible – the difference between wine yeast and commercial bread-making yeast in the production of wine at this yearʼs Sarah Ross Annual Science Fair sponsored last week by the
Pomona Youth and Family Master Plan at Cortez Math and Science Magnet School. “You
donʼt know what youʼre going to get,” Niter said, summing up the short version of trying out
wine yeast – sometimes the wine can turn out better and sometimes not. He placed a tablespoon of each in a container of white grape juice and, after seven days measured the diameters of balloons placed over the containers to gauge production of carbon dioxide. The
experiment confirmed the hypothesis that bread yeast out-produces wine-makerʼs yeast in
the production of carbon dioxide.

Enroll now in St. Joseph Elementary!

Enrollment is now open for Transitional Kindergarten through Eighth Grade
students attending St. Joseph Elementary in Pomona for the Spring semester.

Operating since 1898, St. Joseph Elementary today is a 14-room school which
includes nine classrooms, a library, a new computer lab, a music room, a
conference room and an after school care room.

• Curriculum follows the Archdiocese of Los Angeles
and includes instruction in core subjects of religion,
math, science, social studies, English, reading/
literature and spelling.
• Supplemental subjects include handwriting for
grades one through four, computer class, art class,
music and physical education.
• The school is fully accredited. Religious activities
include Mass every Thursday, prayer “buddies” and
sacraments. Academic activities include science and
math fairs and academic “bees.” Social activities
include Christmas and Spring plays, cultural
awareness and parents/grandparents open house.
• A full sports program is offered.
• Services include before and after school care,
tutoring, WiFi Internet in all classrooms and hot
lunch.

1200 W. Holt Ave., Pomona, CA 91768
909.622.3365 • Dr. Claudia Godlewski, Principal
Catholic education – giving our children an advantage for life.

Educación Católica -- ¡Ahora registrando
alumnos de kinder hasta el octavo grado!
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BACK INTO THE PIT FOR ADJUSTMENTS – Crew members of the U.S. Army-sponsored
Don Schumacher Racing team roll their top fuel dragster back into the pit for some fine tuning
after driver Tony Schumacher took it for a run on the opening day of racing this month at this
yearʼs Winternationals 2014 Mello Yello Drag Racing Series at Pomonaʼs Fairplex.

WISHING TO MEET A RACE CAR DRIVER? – Emilli Ramirez, 6, of Temecula gets a chance
to meet a real race car driver at this yearʼs Winternationals at Pomonaʼs Fairplex. Pictured in
the pits are, from left, Tommy Johnson, Jr., racing again after a five-year layoff, who was in
Pomona to drive in top fuel and funny car competition for Make-A-Wish and Don Schumacher
Racing; grandmother Mary Craft; and Emilli Ramirez.

EDITOR'S NOTE: "Hope & Hurdles," an on-going feature appearing in La Nueva Voz,
was created by artist Evy Schuman as an attempt to "poke fun" at the little things that
trouble us all from time to time. Evy, who is also a published writer on the subject, created the cartoon series to show her work at a creative writing class she co-facilitates
at Pomona's Tri-City Wellness Center.

Letter to the Editor

Former La Voz circulation manager sends his compliments

Hello, my name is Dennis Mendoza. I worked for 12 years as circulation
manager in charge of distribution for La Voz, the bi-lingual English and
Spanish newspaper which served the greater Pomona-Ontario area. I moved
to the Morongo Basin 18 years ago and fell in love with the quiet ambience
of small town desert community life. Now after all this time and as I grow
older it is such a comfort to know my dad's newspaper is still going strong.
Dennis Mendoza
Twentynine Palms
Editor’s Note: Dennis Mendoza is the son of the late Candelario Mendoza who founded the
original La Voz, the predecessor of La Nueva Voz, with Al Castro in 1981. La Voz published
for 28 years before ceasing publication and, after six months, La Nueva Voz began publication
in August 2009. Dennis checks in from time to time with La Nueva Voz by telephone and follows the newspaper on-line.
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Pomona Valley YMCA kicks off annual support campaign to raise $60,000

The YMCA of Pomona Valincome.
ley kicked off its annual support
Addressing the fundraiser efcampaign in downtown Pomona
fort, he said 90 percent of the
this month with a goal of raising
children in the Pomona YMCA
$60,000 in four weeks.
childcare program receive some
YMCA Chief Executive Offiform of financial assistance.
cer Matthew Henry told a group
“We want to focus on famiof nearly 30 supporters and
lies,” said Henry, who joined the
friends at O’Donovan’s RestauPomona YMCA last year but has
rant and Pub that the YMCA has
been involved with the YMCA
been providing services in the
for 12 years. He added that this
area for 130 years, adding that
year’s goal will be on engaging
today the organization serves
families to live a healthier life
300 kids a day in various proand helping all children in the
grams.
community grow and thrive.
“We do a lot when it comes to YMCA KICKS OFF SUPPORT CAMPAIGN – The
“You are asking for the famikids,” he said, adding that the YMCA of Pomona Valley kicked off its annual lies and the kids and the seniors”
bulk of the work is in child care. fundraising campaign this month in Pomona with to help them “have a better life,”
Henry said it is important that a goal of raising $60,000 in four weeks to help he told the volunteer fundraissupport the activities of the local YMCA. Pictured
the YMCA is able to provide in the kickoff event at OʼDonovanʼs Restaurant ers.
Last year, the Pomona
pre-school support to families and Pub in downtown Pomona are, from left,
YMCA Board President Maribel Alvarez, of YMCA gave out more than
that are struggling.
He added that the YMCA is Pomonaʼs US Bank branch, and YMCA CEO $60,000 in assistance in areas of
Matthew Henry.
childcare, camp, sports, swim
the nation’s largest provider of
swimming lessons and teaches hun- we do to give back to the commu- lessons and memberships helping
hundreds of kids and families have a
dreds to swim in the YMCA pool as nity.”
Another area of focus, he said, is “Y” experience.
well as in city pools in both Pomona
and Diamond Bar.
childhood obesity. Henry said this
For more information, contact
“Drowning is the second leading is the first generation where kids are the YMCA at (909) 623-6433, visit
cause of death of children in our not expected to outlive their parents. the YMCA at 1460 E. Holt Ave.,
country behind auto accidents,” he He said the YMCA is providing Suite 196, Pomona, or visit the web
said. “These are the type of things healthier opportunities regardless of site at www.pomonaymca.org.

Web site created to help with medical expenses for community volunteer Joe Fransen

Friends of community volunteer
Joe Fransen have established a web
site to help with medical expenses
for Fransen who has been hospitalized since December after apparently experiencing a stroke
associated with heart and lung problems.
“Joe has always been there for the
community and his friends, let’s be
there for him,” said Rhonda Beltran,
director of development at McKinley Children’s Center in San Dimas.
She added that his family would

like to thank the community for
“their outpouring of care and support during Joe’s illness.”
“Joe has additional procedures
scheduled and a long recovery
process ahead and the family appreciates your continued thoughts and
prayers,” she added.
Fransen is the owner of Awards
by Champion, a trophy shop in San
Gabriel and, until recently, in San
Dimas. The local store was closed
because of his illness.
He has been active on the boards

of both the La Verne and San Dimas
Chambers of Commerce, the board
of McKinley Children’s Center, the
Taste of La Verne, numerous car
shows and other events and, for
years, he chaired both San Dimas
Western Days and the City Birthday
Party in San Dimas, among others.
Friends can visit the web site at
fundly.com/joe-fransen-fund or mail
their support to J. Fransen, McKinley’s Children’s Center, 762 W. Cypress St., San Dimas 91773, attn:
Rhonda Beltran.

La Nueva Voz • Thursday, February 27, 2014 • 7

POMONAʼS DEVRY UNIVERSITY SPONSORS ʻCYBER
WORLDʼ COMPUTER SECURITY
PROGRAM
FOR
POMONA STUDENTS – Students in the Pomona Unified
School District learned what to
watch out for on line to protect
themselves from cyber crimes
– and what opportunities are
available in higher education in
the area of computer crimes –
in an event sponsored by
Pomonaʼs DeVry University.
Featured were speakers from
the Pomona Police Department, the FBI, Los Angeles
County Sheriffʼs Department, a computer forensics professor from Cal Poly Pomona University, an
information security professor from DeVryʼs Seattle campus and a “hack-proofing” expert from Microsoft. Pictured before the “Cyber World” presentation at the Village at Indian Hill are, from left,
master of ceremonies Bob Bunge of DeVryʼs Seattle location, DeVryʼs Los Angeles Metro President Scott Sand, and Fernando Meza, administrative director of pupil and community services for
the Pomona Unified School District.

PANDA EXPRESS OPENS IN POMONA WITH TRADITIONAL CEREMONY – Pomonaʼs first Panda Express restaurant offering “gourmet Chinese food”
officially opened for business in Pomona last week with
supportive members of the business community on
hand to witness a traditional lion dance and sample the
food. Pictured cutting the ribbon behind the lion
dancers are, from left, Pomona Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Frank Garcia; Pomona
Chamber President Jill Reiff, of Valley Vista Services;
Pomona City Councilmember Ginna Escobar; Tatsuo
Tosa, of Panda corporate area operations; John Phan,
corporate marketing manager; Pomona store manager
Michelle Tan; Pomona Mayor Elliott Rothman; and
Pomona City Councilmember Debra Martin. The new
restaurant is located at 751 Rio Rancho Road in
Pomonaʼs Target shopping center.

TRADITIONAL DRUM TEAM – Members of the official Panda Express drum team beat the drum to mark the opening last week of Pomonaʼs first
Panda Express. Pomona Mayor Elliott Rothman welcomed the company “to our fair city” noting that it was the second store to open in the new Target shopping center. “Weʼre happy to support you,” said Pomona Chamber of Commerce President Jill Reiff, adding that the chamber is looking forward to getting them involved with the chamberʼs activities in Pomona.

POMONA RECEIVES ENERGY CONSERVATION CHECK FROM EDISON – Representatives of
Southern California Edison presented members of the Pomona City Council with an energy conservation check for $19,767 last month. The check represented a reimbursement for the cityʼs efforts to conserve energy in connection with its local water production activities. San Dimas City
Councilmember Denis Bertone, Chairman of the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governmentʼs Energy, Environment and Natural Resources Committee, said Pomonaʼs efforts demonstrate the cityʼs
concern for the environment. The Council of Governments and SCE work together through the San
Gabriel Valley Energy Wise Partnership to bring energy savings to the San Gabriel Valley through
innovative public education and energy efficiency projects. Pictured, from left, are Pomona City
Councilmembers Cristina Carrizosa, Paula Lantz, John Nolte and Debra Martin; Vice Mayor Ginna
Escobar; San Dimas Councilmember Denis Bertone; Rick Meza, SCEʼs public affairs manager for
Pomona; and Maya Aubrey, of SCEʼs Business Customer Division for government and institutions.

AUTORIDAD DE VIVIENDAS
CIUDAD DE POMONA

NOTIFICACIÓN DE DISPONIBILIDAD PARA REVISIÓN DEL PLAN DE 5-AÑOS Y
PLAN ANUAL PARA LOS AÑOS FISCAL 2014-2019 EN ADICIÓN CON EL PLAN ADMINISTRATIVO

Hay dos piezas al plan de la Agencia de Vivienda Pública (Public Housing Agency): el de 5-años, el cual cada
agencia pública revisa y actualiza cada quinto año, y el plan Anual cual es desarrollado anualmente. Ambos
planes son documentos requeridos por el Departamento de Vivienda y Desarrollo Urbano (HUD) [24 CFR Parte
903] de todas las ciudades y Agencias de Viviendas (Housing Agency) que reciben dinero Federal para administrar programas de subsidio de rentas tales como el “Housing Choice Voucher”, Mod-Rehab, y Proyectos de
Vivienda Pública. Adicionalmente se requiere El Plan Administrativo que debe cubrir las politicas y procedimientos de la Agencia de Vivienda Pública.
PERIODO DE REVISIÓN PÚBLICA
El Plan de 5-años y plan Anual, en adición con el plan Administrativo de la Agencia de Vivienda Pública estará
disponible para revisión y comentarios del público del 20 de febrero del 2014 al 7 de abril del 2014. Comentarios podrán ser dados a conocer en la vista pública o ser sometidos por escrito a la Autoridad de Viviendas
de la Ciudad de Pomona, P. O. Box 660, Pomona, CA 91769 al más tardar las 5:00 p.m. del día 7 de abril del
2014.

RESUMEN DE LOS REQUISITOS DEL PLAN
El Plan Anual provee detalles acerca de las operaciones inmediatas del la Agencia de Vivienda Pública, servicios proveídos a los participantes, las estrategias en cuanto a los asuntos de operación del programa, las consternaciones y necesidades del los participantes, y servicios que se llevarán a cabo en el próximo año fiscal.

VISTA PÚBLICA
Residentes y organizaciones interesados están invitados a asistir la vista pública el lunes 7 de abril del 2014 en
la Cámara de los Miembros del Concilio (City Council Chambers) a las 7:00 p.m. para dar a conocer sus comentarios sobre el Programa de “Housing Choice Voucher” para los años Fiscal 2014-2019.

Copias preliminares del Plan pueden ser revisadas en la:
1. Biblioteca de la Ciudad de Pomona – 625 South Garey Avenue
2. Ciudad de Pomona –505 South Garey Avenue – en el Departamento de Viviendas-Primer piso

Preguntas sobre esta notificación pueden ser dirigidas al Departamento de Viviendas de la Ciudad de Pomona
al teléfono (909)620-2368.
Eva M. Buice, MMC City Clerk
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Pomona’s East Valley Community Health Center plans April opening in new Garey Avenue facility

A new Pomona location for
East Valley Community Health
Center, Inc., is scheduled to open
its doors to the public on April 15
on Garey Avenue in a move that
will double the size of the existing facility on Fairplex Avenue.
Clara Potes-Fellow, Director of
Advancement and Communications, told 50 members of the
Pomona Chamber of Commerce
at this month’s networking luncheon that the facility is dedicated
to providing quality primary care
medical services to the medically
underserved whether uninsured or
under-insured, adding that no one
is rejected.
Service is available both by appointment and walk-in.
The new facility, in a newly
renovated building, not only will
offer state-of-the-art equipment
and services but will add services
such as dental and mental health.
Potes-Fellow said East Valley
is a $17 million operation, with
$8 million coming from a variety
of taxpayer-funded sources, so
there is always a need for generating additional revenue.
The new Pomona location, at
1555 S. Garey Ave., conveniently
located on a major bus route, includes 131 parking spaces, eight
bicycle racks and five in-take stations with a waiting room that is
four times the size of the existing
facility on Fairplex Avenue.
The entire facility includes a
total of 25,000 square feet, compared to only 10,000 at the Fair-

plex Avenue location.
It features energy efficient
lighting and solar tubes providing
lighting similar to skylights, making it possible to save 5,000 kilowatt hours per year.

Included are three dental
chairs, and a primary care department with 18 examination rooms.
In all, the facility will offer a
total staff of 100 providing medical and support services.

Foothill Transit, the primary public transit provider of the San
Gabriel and Pomona valleys, has
launched its first new line in seven

years – Line 495 – as an express line
into downtown Los Angeles.
The new line has only one stop –
at the new Industry Park and Ride –

before traveling to important Los
Angeles destinations like Cal State
Los Angeles, USC Medical Center
and major stops in downtown Los
Angeles.
The one-way fare is $4.90 and begins at the new Park and Ride, located at 500 S. Brea Canyon Road in
the City of Industry. The Park and
Ride, which opened in October, is
the first permanent parking structure
owned by Foothill Transit and provides a free, safe and secure location
for commuters traveling into Los
Angeles. Parking is provided for
more than 600 spaces.
“Increased safe and easy access to
public transportation benefits everyone,” said Doug Tessitor, Foothill
Transit’s Board Chair. “Each person
on board Line 495 is one less car on
the road. It’s all about providing
more options and improving our air,
our streets and everyone’s quality of
life, whether they ride with us or
not.”
For more information on Line
495, visit foothilltransit.org/495.

VIEW FROM THE STREET – A new “front” and a newly resurfaced parking lot are only the
beginning of the new East Valley Community Health Center in Pomona which is expected
to dramatically increase the level of primary care medical service to Pomona residents.

WAITING AREA FOR SOME OF THE YOUNGER PATIENTS – The kidsʼ waiting room is
shaping up nicely at Pomonaʼs new East Valley Community Health Center location, set to
open April 15.

RECEPTION AREA – Pictured is the new reception area for checking in just inside the front door
of the new East Valley Community Health Center location on South Garey Avenue in Pomona. La
Nueva Voz toured the nearly completed facility this month.

Foothill Transit launches line 495 as express line to downtown Los Angeles

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The following clubs and organizations meet
on a weekly or monthly basis in Pomona:

Pomona Youth and Family Master Plan
Partnership for a Positive Pomona (P3)
Pomona Chamber of Commerce
Downtown Pomona Owners Association
Parent Teacher Associations
Parent Teacher Organizations
Family Support and Resource Center
Parent Leads Community Engagement Group
Family Support and Resource Center
Parent Leads Community Engagement Group
Kennedy Austin Foundation
The Network (formerly AOD – Alchohol
and Other Drugs)

Foster Care:
• Pomona Valley Children & Family Collaborative
• Los Angeles County Department of Children
& Family Services
• Children,Youth and Family Collaborative
Faith Based Coalitions:
• Inland Valley Council of Churches
• Superintendent’s Faith-Based Roundtable

Service Organizations:
• American Legion
• Rotary Club
• Kiwanis Club
• Pomona Host Lions Club
• Eagles
• Elks Club
• Optimist Club

Gang Prevention/Intervention:
• San Gabriel Valley Conservation Corps
• Rock of Faith
• Set Free Ministries
Domestic Violence:
• House of Ruth
• Project Sister

Mental Health:
• Tri-City
• Nami
• Faith-Based Mental Health Collaborative

If you would like to have your club or organization listed above,
please contact: Renee Barbee at 909-762-1446
or by email at reneebarbee7@gmail.com

ANNOUNCING OPENING OF NEW EAST
VALLEY COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER LOCATION – Clara Potes-Fellow, of East Valley
Community Health Center, Inc., announces to
the Pomona Chamber of Commerce the opening of the clinicʼs new Pomona facility, scheduled for April 15. Speaking at the Chamberʼs
monthly networking luncheon in Pomona, she
said the new facility will double the size of the
existing facility on Fairplex Avenue (near Holt
Avenue) and provide all of the latest equipment
and services.

COMPUTER ROOM SET TO HANDLE PATIENTSʼ NEEDS – Ralph Huerta, facilities supervisor and construction manager for East
Valley Community Health Center, shows off the
computer room at the new Pomona location
which will handle everything from maintaining
patientsʼ all-digital medical records to tracking
their movement around the facility while they
are in for a visit.

Potes-Fellow said it even offers
wider hallway access – halls between six and eight feet wide – to
allow easier movement around
the facility by both staff and patients.
And the larger floor plan provides patients with more privacy
than before.
The Garey Avenue location
features mental health screening
rooms, training rooms for educational programs, a dispensary providing discounted medication to
patients and more.
All medical records in the facility will be digital, providing
easy computer access to vital patient information.
And all of the cabinetry for the
facility was provided by Kaiser
Permanente which has partnered
with East Valley because it believes that East Valley can operate more cost effectively in the
treatment of primary care patients.
The existing Pomona facility
handles about 30,000 patient visits per year – 66 percent female
and 34 percent male.
East Valley maintains clinics in
West Covina, La Puente and
Pomona and serves residents of
West Covina, Covina, La Puente,
Bassett, Baldwin Park, Azusa,
Rowland Heights, Hacienda
Heights, Glendora, El Monte,
Claremont and Pomona – a service area that is home to more than
500,000 people.
For more information, contact
the Pomona office at (909) 6208088.
For grand opening sponsorship
opportunities, contact Potes-Fellow at (626) 919-4333, ext. 2221
or
by
e-mail
at
cfellow@evchc.org.

ʻSTATE-OF-THE-ARTʼ DENTAL STATIONS –
East Valley Community Health Centerʼs Clara
Potes-Fellow demonstrates one of the three
new dental stations at East Valleyʼs new location at 1555 S. Garey Ave., Pomona. The new
facility is scheduled to open for business April
15.
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Restaurante Mexicano y Cantina

415 W. Foothill Blvd.
Claremont

(909) 445-1200

Esquina de las calles Foothill y Indian Hill, una cuadra al norte
de Foothill Detrás del banco Citibank y la tienda Trader Joes

dy to
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our B
make y vations
reser

¡Llame
a
reserv Judy para
ar el sa
ló
para s
us fies n
tas!

Hour:
Happy
ru Fri.
th
.
n
Mo
p.m.
7
4 to

Casa de Salsa -- Where The Fiesta Never Ends
is the most popular destination in town for the best
Mexican cuisine and nightly entertainment!

Our banquet rooms hold large groups for any kind of
celebration, Quinceañeras, Weddings, Anniversaries,
Birthday Parties, Graduations, Baby Showers, etc.!

Tenemos un salón amplio disponible para cualquier ocasión.
¡Venga a celebrar su fiesta de Quinceañera, Boda,
Aniversario, Cumpleaños, Graduación, etc!
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MCE Corporation recluta en la área
de Pomona para trabajos por
contrato de parques municipales
y mantenimiento de jardines

MCE Corporation ofrece oportunidades de empleo en el área de Pomona para un contrato de parques municipales y mantenimiento de jardínes. MCE ha desempeñado el mantenimiento de jardínes y parques municipales por 30 años. Aquellos interesados deben enviar su currículum o historial laboral a Karen Briones
a karenb@mce-corp.com o comunicarse con ella por teléfono al 925-452-2718. MCE busca a personas
para las siguientes posiciones:

Las siguientes posiciones requieren un récord limpio del Departamento de Vehículos Motorizados (2 puntos o menos), un examen físico, una prueba de drogas y una revisión de antecedentes.

Supervisor de Jardines
Un mínimo de 3 a 5 años de experiencia en supervisar parques comerciales o municipales o supervisión de
proyectos de mantenimiento de jardínes y de equipos de trabajo. Se prefiere certificación en pruebas de contraflujo y podar arboles o que tenga la habilidad de obtener su certificado rápidamente. También se prefiere
QAC o PCA.
Salario:
$22-$24 por hora DOE/Q
Días laborables:
Lunes a Viernes de 7 am a 4 pm
Beneficios:
Vacaciones Pagadas
Días Festivos Pagados
Uso del Camión de la Compañía
Seguro Médico y Dental – Planes de HMO/PPO después de 60 días
Planes de Retiro: 401k y ESOP (Acciones para Empleados)

Breve Descripción de la Posición: Supervisar los equipos de trabajo para el mantenimiento de jardines; ser
el contacto principal con el cliente; organizar y fijar horarios; poseer experiencia práctica con todo el equipo
y las tareas relacionadas con el mantenimiento de jardines; experiencia en programar los sistemas de irrigación y hallar soluciones a problemas que se interpongan; saber usar los programas de computadora Word
y Excel; leer, hablar y escribir el Inglés y la habilidad de hablar el Español. Y otras responsabilidades que le
sean asignadas.
Técnico de Irrigación
Un mínimo de 3 a 5 años de experiencia práctica en reparación y programación de sistemas de irrigación a
gran nivel comercial o municipal o de proyectos de jardinería. Se prefiere certificación en prueba de contraflujo y revisión de agua.
Salario:
$16-$18 por hora DOE/Q
Días laborables:
Lunes a Viernes de 7 am a 4 pm
Beneficios:
Programa de Vacaciones
Seguro Médico y Dental – Planes de HMO/PPO después de 60 días
Plan de Retiro: 401k y ESOP (Acciones para Empleados)
Breve Descripción de la Posición: Inspeccionar, reparar y programar todos los componentes de sistemas de
irrigación de parques municipales y jardineria; la habilidad de leer y comprender los planos; la habilidad de
administrar su tiempo efectivamente e independientemente; la habilidad de leer, escribir y comunicarse en
Inglés y la habilidad de hablar el Español. Y otras responsabilidades que le sean asignadas.

Técnico de Riego
Un mínimo de 3 a 5 años de experiencia práctica en la aplicación de pesticidas de parques municipales o
comerciales o proyectos de mantenimiento de jardines. Se requiere QAC. Se prefiere PCA.
Salario:
$14-$16 por hora DOE/Q
Días laborables:
Lunes a Viernes de 7 am a 4 pm
Beneficios:
Programa de Vacaciones
Seguro Médico y Dental – Planes de HMO/PPO después de 60 días
Plan de Retiro: 401k y ESOP (Acciones para Empleados)
Breve Descripción de la Posición: Aplicación de pesticidas típicas para el mantenimiento de jardines; la habilidad de aplicarse de manera segura y efectiva; conocimiento de reglas típicas de la aplicación de pesticidas; la habilidad de someter reportes regulatorios; la habilidad de administrar el tiempo efectivamente e
independientemente; la habilidad de leer, escribir y comunicarse en Inglés y la habilidad de hablar el Español.
Y otras responsabilidades que le sean asignadas.

Obrero Diestro
Un mínimo de 2 a 4 años de experiencia práctica en ejecutar las actividades relacionadas al mantenimiento
de jardines de parques municipales o comerciales o proyectos de mantenimiento de jardines.
Salario:
$10-$12.50 por hora DOE/Q
Días laborables:
Lunes a Viernes de 7 am a 4 pm
Beneficios:
Programa de Vacaciones
Seguro Médico y Dental – Planes de HMO/PPO después de 60 días
Plan de Retiro: 401k y ESOP (Acciones para Empleados)

Breve Descripción de la Posición: Cortar el césped y la habilidad de operar la cortadora mecánica de hasta
72”, incluyendo cortadoras de bobina; la habilidad y el conocimiento de los conceptos y la técnicas de podar;
la habilidad de operar todo tipo de equipo relacionado a el mantenimiento de jardines; la habilidad de administrar el tiempo efectivamente e independientemente; la habilidad de leer, escribir y comunicarse en Inglés y la habilidad de hablar el Español. Y otras responsabilidades que le sean asignadas.
Obrero Principiante
Un mínimo de 1 año
dines.
Salario:
Días laborables:
Beneficios:

de experiencia práctica desempeñando trabajo relacionado al mantenimiento de jar$9.25-$10.50 por hora DOE/Q
Lunes a Viernes de 7 am a 4 pm
Programa de Vacaciones
Seguro Médico y Dental – Planes de HMO/PPO después de 60 días
Plan de Retiro: 401k y ESOP (Acciones para Empleados)

Breve Descripción de la Posición: La habilidad de aprender los metodos tipicos del mantenimiento de jardines y operar los aparatos de manera segura y efectiva; la habilidad de leer, escribir y comunicarse en Inglés y la habilidad de hablar el Español. Y otras responsabilidades que le sean asignadas.

Free two-day teen driving school offered next month at Fairplex

A two-day “teen pro-active driving school”
provided by B.R.A.K.E.S. (Be Responsible and
Keep Everyone Safe) will be offered to young
motorists and their parents next month at
Pomona’s Fairplex.
The event, scheduled for March 7 – 8, will
emphasize concentration, conscientiousness
and car control in a driving environment where
distractions and loss of focus have contributed
to numerous traffic accidents across the country.
The program, which has been completed by
more than 10,000 teenagers since its creation in
2008, is free of
charge.
It was founded
by racing veteran
Doug Herbert,
whose two adolescent sons were
killed in a devastating head-on
collision six years
ago near their
North Carolina
home.
Herbert, who
has won drag racing
national
events and four
top fuel championships, formed
the
non-profit
B.R.A.K.E.S.
along with a
group of his sons’
classmates.
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“Our program always requires parents to
take the schools with their kids . . . (for a) shared
experience,” Herbert said. “The teenagers and
parents who complete the schools come away
with a much greater degree of driving competence and confidence and reduce their chances
of making a careless mistake behind the wheel
that could lead to tragedy.”
Registration is on line at www.putonthebrakes.org. A confirmation letter will be sent to
registrants requesting a $99 refundable check to
hold the spot.

La Nueva Voz • Thursday, February 27, 2014 • 11

12 • Thursday, February 27, 2014 • La Nueva Voz

NOW PLAYING AT O’DONOVAN’S!!
Jeff Schenkel and The Sunnyside Up Band

Live music from 8 to 11 p.m. the third Saturday of each month at
O’Donovan’s Restaurant and Pub, 101 E. 3rd St., in Downtown Pomona.

Featuring a mix of classic rock and country.
NEXT APPEARANCE: Saturday, March 15
For more information, contact O’Donovan’s at (909) 766-2190
or contact the Sunnyside Up Band at (909) 762-1446.

GRAND OPENING

NEW LOCATION IN THE MAYFAIR HOTEL
Pomona Management Systems

Servicio rápido, profesional y personalizado.
¡Sirviendo a clientes en Pomona desde 1965!

• Tax refund in 7 to 10 days by e-file.
• We solve your tax problems.
• Serving clients since 1965!
• We work with all types of tax problems!
• Receive maximum deductions!
• In the Pomona area for 30 years.
• Paralegal services for more than 20 years.
• Fast, Professional, & Personalized Service

BUSINESS CONSULTANT
PARALEGAL
LEGAL AIDE
TAX PREPARER
RETIRED IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY
We sell used textbooks!
2ND ST.
3RD ST.

GAREY AVE.

¡Hablamos Español! Servicios de
impuestos, inmigración, ayuda legal.

In Business Since 1965

WHITE AVE.

INCOME TAX &
IMMIGRATION SERVICES
DREAMERS DEFERRED ACTION

MISSION BLVD.

MAYFAIR

F
O
X

For more information, contact Martha Bautista, registered tax preparer

909.622.4431
109 E. 3rd Street • Pomona, CA 91766

PUTTING
THEIR
CHIPS
ON
THE
TABLE – Organizers
of Pomona Catholicʼs
“Casino
Night”
fundraiser this month
in San Dimas try out
one of the blackjack
tables, always the
most popular game in
any casino, in a sample deal before the tables opened to some
250 guests, roughly
twice as many as five
years ago, according
to Pomona Catholic
Principal Sam Torres, who said parents,
alumni, friends and “extended family” were expected. And it was a good thing the deal was
only a sample – everyone ended up with small
cards. Casino night co-chairperson Vince
MacIsaac said the event was important to
Pomona Catholic which he termed a “unique
Catholic institution of learning” that “instills values that will empower our children in a life of
giving and in a life of Christ.” Pictured from left
are dealer Richard Lenard of Anaheim; cochairpersons Vince and Gail MacIsaac, of San
Dimas, parents of a high school junior at
Pomona Catholic; and Principal Sam Torres.

VIEWING ITEMS IN THE SILENT AUCTION – Estella Belmudez of Pomona views selections in
the silent auction – a practice that sometimes can be dangerous indeed – at this monthʼs Pomona
Catholic “Casino Night” fundraiser in San Dimas.
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority events held in spirit of Martin Luther King

Epsilon Eta Omega, the local
chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., held two events last month
in celebration of Martin Luther King
Day – a breakfast for less privileged
men and women and an “American
Supper” patterned after suppers King
hosted at the height of the civil rights
movement to engage the community
in dialogue to seek solutions to challenges facing society.
The “day of service” breakfast,
sponsored by Webb Family Enterprises, was held at the Pomona
Christian Center for more than 100
guests, according to a sorority news
release.
And the “American Supper” was
held at Primm AME Church in
Pomona, where topics discussed included employment, health care and
senior population.
More than 20,000 sorority members worldwide were expected to

Free tax preparation,
resource fair at
Cal Poly Pomona

FUNDRAISER BREAKFAST AT ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL – Some 200 parents, civic leaders and
friends turned out last month for a fundraiser pancake breakfast at St. Joseph Elementary School
in Pomona to help raise money for maintenance and supplies for the school. The event was timed
to mark the last day of Catholic Schools Week. Pictured, serving at left, is Yazhia Malone, of
Pomona, a parent of two boys at the school. Lining up for breakfast are, from left, Sister Carol
Marie and Sister Therese Ann, both Felician Sisters, of Pomona, and Pomona City Councilmembers John Nolte and Debra Martin. St. Joseph Elementary is located next to St. Joseph Catholic
Church at 1200 W. Holt Ave., Pomona. For more information, contact Principal Dr. Claudia
Godlewski at (909) 622-3365.

RIBBON-CUTTING FOR NEW DELI IN POMONA – Members of the Pomona High School Red
Devils cheerleading squad – along with Red Devils band members – turned out to help cut the ribbon for the new Brick Market and Deli in Pomona this month. The deli, located at 105 E. Arrow
Highway, has everything from sandwiches to fine meats and cheeses, baked goods and fresh and
natural foods. “Welcome the City of Pomona,” said owner John Sayegh, who also operates
Startechtel.com, a telephone and security systems company in Pomona. “We want to be a part of
the community . . . (and) offer the community something it can be proud of.” Vice Mayor Ginna Escobar said she was excited to see that people are continuing to invest in Pomona. Pictured, from
left, are Rufino Bautista, representing Congresswoman Gloria Negrete-McLeod; Pomona Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Frank Garcia; deli owner John Sayegh; Pomona Chamber
President Jill Reiff of Valley Vista Services; Pomona City Councilmember Debra Martin; Pomona
Chamber President-Elect Jill Dolan; Pomona City Councilmember Paula Lantz; and Pomona Vice
Mayor Ginna Escobar.

A record number of student volunteers will file as many tax returns
as possible at this year’s Tax Day on
Saturday, March 1, at Cal Poly University Pomona.
The second annual event is provided by accounting students at Cal
Poly to allow working families to receive free tax assistance and learn
about free or reduced cost services.
Also available at what has become a resource fair will be health
screenings, financial literacy workshops and information on job preparation assistance.
“Tax Day perfectly encapsulates
what Cal Poly Pomona is all about –
learn by doing and being a good
neighbor,” said accounting lecturer
Bill Foley who was instrumental in
organizing Tax Day.
The event will be held from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. in Building 163 in the
College of Business Administration
complex. Free parking will be available in lots F2 and F4.
Visitors can register on line at
http://www.boe.ca.gov/cgi-bin/seminar.cgi?FLAG=239 or walk in the
day of the event. Bring all necessary
documents including social security
cards and W-2 forms.
The free service is available to filers whose income is $52,000 or less.
The event is made possible with
support from the California State
Board of Equalization and grants
from United Way and Cal Poly’s
Center for Community Engagement.
Some 120 accounting students
also help Pomona residents file returns for free through the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance program.

participate in similar activities.
“We hope that the two days working in King’s memory will yield a
model that will keep us united and
proactive long after the events are
over,” said Carolyn House Stewart,
Alpha Kappa Alpha international

president. “This would be the ultimate tribute to his mission and message.”
She added that the events support
the spirit of the sorority’s program
theme “global leadership through
timeless service.”

Pomona Beautification Day seeking project ideas

Organizers of Pomona’s eighth annual “Pomona Beautification
Day” are seeking recommendations for projects from the community
to help spruce up the city in April as thousands of volunteers scour
the city with paint brushes, rakes and garbage bags.
For the first time, on-line registration will be available for both
clean-up projects and participants at www.pomonaproud.org or
www.handsoninlandempire.org, according to event co-chair Nancy
Matarrita.
Projects can include anything from planting trees at a school or
park to painting areas at parks, cleaning up alleys or planting a community garden.
To suggest projects, contact co-chair Rick DeBruyne at laccpomona@msn.com.

POMONA ROTARYʼS TABLE
AT COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
–
Members
of
Pomona Rotary,
a sponsor of the
event, had their
own table at
P o m o n a
Catholicʼs community breakfast last week.
Pictured, from
left, are Rotarians Carol Wilt,
R o s a n n e
Bader, Jeff Keating, Gary George, Rufino
Bautista, Leslie Lewis and Tami Farley.

COMMUNITY
BREAKFAST
AT
POMONA CATHOLIC – The community
turned out last week for the first-ever community breakfast at Pomona Catholic.
Principal Sam Torres said the event will
be held each year so members of the
community can learn more about the mission of the school which is celebrating 115
years of Catholic education in Pomona.
Pictured, from left, are Pomona Mayor Elliott Rothman, Sam Torres and Art Torres,
Sam Torresʼ son and a volunteer at the
event.

Sen. Torres urges girls in sports to pursue athletics and
higher education at ‘Women in Sport Day’ at Pomona College

State Sen. Norma Torres told 100 middle school girls from Pomona and Montclair this month at a “National Girls and
Women in Sport Day” event at Claremont’s
Pomona College that they should pursue
athletics, but they also should pursue higher
education.
She told the girls, representing Pomona’s
Fremont Middle School and Montclair’s
Serrano Middle School at the 15th annual
event, that some of the highest paid people
in the country have graduated from the
Claremont Colleges, and they have this opportunity “in your own backyard.”
Torres, who was introduced as an advocate for young women, told the girls they
are all “ambassadors” of their various communities and encouraged them to attend the STATE SEN. TORRES ADDRESSES MIDDLE
GIRLS AT POMONA COLLEGE SPORTS
Claremont Colleges when they graduate SCHOOL
DAY – State Sen. Norma Torres, at right, speaks to girls
from high school.
from middle schools in Pomona and Montclair during this
“You have to be willing... to create a monthʼs “National Girls and Women in Sport Day” at
Claremontʼs Pomona College. She urged the girls to
path for yourself to success,” Torres said. pursue their dreams in both athletics and academics.
“Take advantage of it. We need women
State Sen. Norma Torres, at left,
chats with Claremontʼs Pomona
leaders.”
President David Oxtoby at
She noted there is a decline in women in politics but College
this monthʼs “National Girls and
“we need you in all fields, not just in politics.”
Women in Sport Day” event at
Torres told the students they are “the future of the In- Pomona College.
land Empire.”
sports to develop abilities in
Pomona College President David Oxtoby told La both leadership and academNueva Voz before Torres’ appearance alongside the ics, “especially at this age.”
school’s softball field that the school was delighted to
In addition, he said, “we really want to keep connected to the community,”
have the senator speak to the students.
pointing out that a small part of his student population each year comes from
He said the annual event helps tap the skills learned in schools in the local area.
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Bright Prospect schedules
annual luncheon, to focus on
‘changing community’

Pomona’s Bright Prospect, a non-profit organization
that for 12 years has empowered low-income students
from Pomona, Montclair and Ontario to gain admission,
succeed and graduate from colleges and universities, will
hold its annual luncheon in May celebrating “The Present and The Future of a Changing Community.”
The event will be held at 11:30 a.m. Thursday, May 8,
at Pomona’s Fairplex Conference Center.
Sponsorships are available at all levels.
For more information or for reservations, contact
monica@brightprospect.org or call (909) 623-9007.

Little League sign-ups under way
at Pomona’s Ted Greene Park

Registration is under way for spring session of Ted
Greene Little League.
Teams have already started practicing and the league
is currently filling in spots on teams where there is room,
according to the league’s Facebook page.
League teams are based at Pomona’s Ted Greene
Park, at 2105 N. Orange Grove Ave., Pomona.
Players from San Jose, La Verne Science and Technology Charter, Barfield, Harrison and Sumner Elementary Schools, Palomares Academy and Pomona High
School are eligible.
For registration information, contact (909) 865-0884,
visit the web site at www.tedgreenell.com, or visit the
Facebook page for Ted Greene Little League.
Advertise in both English and Spanish!
Contact Renee, (909) 762-1446
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New Wells Fargo survey shows most Los Angeles-area residents feel in ‘good/great’ shape in their ability to pay monthly bills

A recent Los Angeles-area survey
by Wells Fargo’s Wealth, Brokerage
and Retirement Group showed
nearly two-thirds of respondents feel
they are in good or great shape physically but just under half report
being “financially healthy.”
And three in five Los Angelesarea adults lack any type of formal
financial plan.
A similar national survey was
conducted at the same time to make

it possible to place the local results
in perspective.
Nearly half, or 49 percent, of the
residents of Los Angeles and Orange
Counties describe their household’s
overall financial health as either
“good” or “great,” compared to 44
percent nationwide.
And most feel in “good/great” financial shape in their ability to pay
their monthly bills (73 percent compared to 67 percent nationwide) and

REPERTORY OPERA TO PRESENT ʻCOSI FAN TUTTEʼ – Repertory Opera Company,
Pomonaʼs own opera company, will present Mozartʼs comic masterpiece “Cosi fan tutte”
(translation: “All Women are That Way”) next month with performances scheduled for 2 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays, March 29 and 30, and April 5 and 6. All performances are at First
Christian Church, 1751 N. Park Ave., Pomona. Tickets are $30 for adults and $10 for children. The event is part of Repertory Operaʼs fifth season. To buy tickets, visit the web site
at www.repoperaco.org or call (909) 230-4949.

in their overall standard of living (56
percent compared to 53 percent nationwide).
While two-thirds (66 percent
compared to 58 percent nationwide)
report that by living within their
means they do not need to worry
about money, only 32 percent feel in
“good/great” financial shape to be
able to retire comfortably and only
43 percent have enough “rainy day”
savings set aside for emergencies.
Nearly half, or 48 percent, feel
their personal situation is improving
faster than the national economy.
Despite the positive financial picture, 39 percent of local residents report that money issues represent the
biggest source of stress in their life
and 37 percent say they are more
stressed about their financial situation compared to last year.
And 36 percent say their financial
health is currently a bigger concern
than their physical health.
Three in five local adults, or 62
percent, report having no type of detailed investment plan or even a
budget to help manage their spending, compared to only 42 percent nationwide.
Three in five adults, or 60 percent, express interest in having their
primary bank provide some form of
indicator to help them monitor their

overall financial health, and three in
five area residents feel the local
housing market is in “good/great”
shape (59 percent, compared to only

36 percent nationwide).
But only 23 percent say the local
job market is in “good/great” shape,
compared to 24 percent nationwide.

Members of the L.A. Roadsters
have been recognized by The Learning Centers at Fairplex for donating
a roadster component package
which automotive students at The
Learning Centers will build for a
charity auction as part of the celebration of the 50th anniversary of
the L.A. Roadster Show.

ity roadster project will benefit the
Center for Automotive Arts.
“L.A. Roadsters is proud to support AXC, the programs of The
Learning Centers and Fairplex,”
said Doyle Gammell of L.A. Roadsters. “There is a great camaraderie
shown for the projects which makes
it all very easy. We will continue to

L.A. Roadsters donate roadster ‘kit’ to Fairplex auto
classes to build, sell at auction to benefit program

L.A. ROADSTERS PARTNERING WITH FAIRPLEX – Members of the L.A. Roadsters receive a
certificate of appreciation from The Learning Centers at Fairplex for donating a roadster ʻkitʼ to The
Learning Centersʼ auto classes where students will build the roadster and then sell it at auction with
proceeds going to benefit the training program. Pictured, from left, are Center for Automotive Arts
advisory committee members Pete Chapouris, Fairplex Career and Technical Education Centerʼs
education manager Margie Shamblin, Brian Suggs, Doyle Gammell, Jon Blickenstaff, Bruce
Hollingsworth and Bill Grant.

The club members donated to
The Learning Centers’ Alex Xydias
Center for Automotive Arts (AXC)
a component package known as
“Spirit of McGee-Scritchfield
Roadster.” Proceeds from the char-

support AXC in the future.”
For more information on The
Learning Centers at Fairplex and
the AXC, visit the web site at
www.fairplex.com/tlc/fairplexaboutus.

A new La Nueva Voz publishes each month
on the fourth Thursday of the month.

Pick up your free copy of La Nueva Voz at these locations
and dozens more:

Open House every
Wednesday at 3:45 p.m.
Now enrolling 9th to 12th
grade students.
Fully accredited Public
Charter School.

• Rigorous Academic Program
• 96% College Acceptance Rate
• Small Learning Community –
Student/Teacher Ratio 22:1
• Professional Visual &
Performing Arts Instruction
• Business and Financial
Literacy Education
• Tuition Free
Now Accepting Applications

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pomona City Hall lobby
Pomona library
Claremont library
Claremont City Hall lobby
La Verne City Hall lobby
La Verne Senior Citizens Center
La Verne library
Pomona Chamber of Commerce, 101 W. Mission Blvd., Pomona
Downtown Pomona Owners Association, 119 W. 2nd St.
Pomona
• Pomona Unified School District administration building lobby
• Western University of Health Sciences Administration Building
and Patient Care Center
• Boys and Girls Clubs of Pomona Valley, 1420 S. Garey Ave.
Pomona
• Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center main lobby, maternity
lobby
• Gold Strike Market Carniceria, 412 N. Park Ave., Pomona
• Jicamex Tacos Y Carniceria, 604 E. Mission Blvd., Pomona
• Central Market, Towne Avenue and Phillips Boulevard, Pomona
• Fairplex Chevron, Fairplex Drive and San Bernardino Freeway,
Pomona
• Discount Market, Philadelphia Street and Towne Avenue,
Pomona
• American Legion Post #30, 239 E. Holt Ave., Pomona
• Pomona Eagles, 954 W. Mission Blvd., Pomona

Pomona’s Pony baseball league reorganizing in Kennedy Park, seeking sponsors

Pomona’s Pony United Youth
Baseball League, the first youth
baseball organization to play at
Kennedy Park in more than 30
years, is looking for sponsors and
donors at all levels to help cover
expenses as league activities get
under way for the year.
Carlos Goytia, a member of the
league’s executive board, said the
league has been chartered by
PONY Baseball, a nationally recognized youth sports organization.
“The acronym for PONY is

‘Protect
Our
Neighborhood
Youth,’ which is fitting in this instance,” Goytia said.
He added that as the park became little more than a sand lot,
Pomona lost “generations of talent.”
“Now is the time for us to act
to prevent further loss and harness
the talent of our youth in the community,” he said.
Goytia said sponsors will be
recognized through the formation
of a “Founding Members Committee/Friends of Pony United

Board of Trustees” which, he explained, will ensure that this
youth baseball program “gets
rooted, grows and thrives for the
next 30 plus years.”
The league is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that is working
with Pomona City Councilmember John Nolte and churches and
businesses in the area.
For more information, e-mail
ponywest@verizon.net or call
Cathy at (909) 450-3512; Anita at
(909) 240-6607 or Goytia at (909)
994-8688.

David & Margaret therapist speaks to girls
at Pomona Catholic on human trafficking

A clinical therapist from David &
Margaret Children and Family Services in La Verne told the girls at
Pomona Catholic last week that research shows one in seven girls will
be solicited on line to send an inappropriate picture, to meet with someone, or for sex.
Michelle Garza-Rodriguez, a
clinical therapist supervisor at David
& Margaret, spoke to more than 200
girls at Pomona Catholic as a part of
the school’s new Pacer Empowerment Club.
Garza-Rodriguez, who spearheads the “My Life, My Choice”
program at David & Margaret, said
she speaks on the human trafficking
issue in an attempt to make young
girls aware of efforts to recruit and
exploit girls.
She said that while the internet
offers many advantages, it also carries with it some dangers.
She also said she works with girls
at David & Margaret who have been
victims of sexual exploitation.
Citing statistics, she said one in
three girls “on the run” will be recruited for a life of commercial sexual exploitation.
She cautioned the girls that at any
moment somebody could be driving
behind them on the street.
“I know some girls that have gotten into a car in this situation,” she
said, adding that they may be given
drugs or alcohol.
The average age of a girl who enters a life of sexual exploitation, she
said, is 12 or 13.
And while she prefers not to use
the term “teen prostitute,” she said
the problem is happening every day
“right here in our backyard.”
She introduced the girls to a video
account of two pimps on the street in
New York who were recruiting a
young girl by initiating a relationship and then telling her they would
“love her a lot more” if she “brought
in more money.”
One solution, she added, is to
begin working with the girls who are

HUMAN TRAFFICKING – Michelle Garza-Rodriguez, a clinical therapist supervisor at David &
Margaret Youth and Family Services in La Verne, speaks to the girls at Pomona Catholic last week
– 212 high school students and 20 eighth graders – on the issue of human trafficking as a program
of the new Pacer Empowerment Club, a student club that explores topics facing teenagers today.
She said the average age of girls recruited into a life of sexual exploitation is 12 to 13.

victims and get them in treatment.
Garza-Rodriguez said she has
also worked with girls who have
broken free and whose pimps are in
jail today.
Gangs, she said, are entering the
human trafficking market because,
while they once preferred selling
drugs, they were receiving longer
prison sentences.
And in human trafficking, she
said, “it is harder for them to get
caught.”
“At risk” girls are under 18, have
long periods of unsupervised time,
may feel insecure or misunderstood,
have a desire to develop romantic relationships, and fight with their parents.
“All kids are at risk,” she said.
She said 70 to 90 percent of sexually exploited children have a history of abuse, that 1.6 million
children run away from home each
year in the U.S., and one in three
teens will be recruited by a pimp
within 48 hours of leaving home and
becoming homeless.
And, she added, society, Hollywood and popular music tend to glorify this lifestyle, causing it to
appear acceptable or normal.
Pacer Empowerment Club President Gabby Villaluazo said the

eight-member school club was
formed to discuss topics that face
teens today and to bring in speakers
from the outside to talk about those
topics.
Maggie Torres, director of academic support at Pomona Catholic
Schools, is the moderator of the
club.
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Costanoan Rumsen Carmel Tribe to hold ‘Pow-Wow Art Show’
competition with winners announced at Pow-Wow in April

The Costanoan Rumsen Carmel
Tribe of Native Americans, based in
Pomona, has announced its firstever “Pow-Wow Art Show” competition for both students and adults –
with winners to be announced at this
year’s “22nd annual Ohlone “Big
Time” Gathering and Pow-Wow in
April – as a way to showcase some
of the art work coming out of the
community.
Tony Cerda, “Head Man” of the
tribe, said it is important for the kids
to have good feelings about themselves.
“The reason we’re doing it is
there are a lot of kids that need to
know they’re worth something,”
Cerda said.
The competition is open to all students in the Pomona Unified School
District, college students and adults.
Any drawing, painting, sculpting or
mixed media custom art design can
be submitted.
Theme of the competition is environmental awareness but also includes topics such as violence in
schools, texting while driving, emotional and mental health issues, alcohol and drug abuse, teenage
pregnancy, cyber-bullying and similar issues.
Entries must be at least 8 ½ by 11
inches but no larger than 11 by 17
inches and can use any medium –
paper, canvas, wood, metal, poster
board or others.
The competition is expected to

become an annual event.
Registration forms must be submitted to the tribal office at 244 E.
1st St., Pomona, no later than March
28, and entries must be turned in between 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on April 25
at the Pow-Wow art booth at Tony
Cerda Park, 400 W. Grand Ave.,
Pomona. They can be picked up on
Sunday.
Fees are waived for students
kindergarten through fifth grade.
The fee is $4 for students in grades 6
through 8, $5 for grades 9 through
12, and $10 for college students.
This year’s Pow-Wow will be
held from 6 to 10 p.m. Friday, April
25, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday,
April 26, and 10 a.m. to dusk on
Sunday, April 27, at Tony Cerda
Park.
The annual event, the tribe’s
largest fundraiser, will include
booths, exhibits, food, Native American wear and Native American
drummers, dancers and singers as
well as traditional ceremonies and
presentations. It benefits all tribal
members.
For more information, visit the
web site at www.costanoanrumsen.org or call the tribal office at
(909) 623-7889.
Pow-Wow exhibitors can contact
Pete Whitehorse at (760) 953-7010.
An information page on the art
competition also can be found on
Facebook. Search for Rumsenartshow2014.

La Nueva Voz reaches 50% more

readers in Pomona each month than
the local suburban daily newspaper.
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Pomona NAACP reaches goal exceeding 100 members, to
reactivate national charter for first time in nearly 25 years

The Pomona branch of the
NAACP celebrated a major milestone at its meeting this month with
the news that its membership had
grown past the 100 member mark
required to reactivate the local organization’s charter for the first
time in nearly 25 years.
President Jeanette Ellis-Royston
announced that the group was already up to 108 members and still
growing.
“We have 108 members!” Royston said. “We’re bustin’ out of
here, that’s for sure.”
Her reference was to the conference room the group has used for
start-up meetings, donated by Linda
Wright-Lee, President of the nonprofit Wright on Time Youth and
Family Services in north Pomona.
The room was filled to capacity
with more than 30 members in attendance this month.
Future meetings will be held in a
classroom at Laguna Technical College in downtown Pomona, hosted
by owner Arturo Jimenez, who became the 100th member of the
fledgling NAACP branch.

Royston said the NAACP is dedicated to both human rights and
civil rights.
“Together we are stronger,” she
said, referring to the NAACP slogan. “We need to come together.”
She said the Pomona branch will
work with dignity and will have an
emphasis on passing the torch to the
next generation.
The branch includes as members
individuals who live or work in
Pomona, Upland, Ontario, Rancho
Cucamonga, Claremont, Diamond
Bar, Chino, Chino Hills, San
Dimas, Montclair and La Verne.
It will focus on a wide range of
issues including everything from
affordable health care and local police involvement with youth to foster care, mental health issues,
homelessness and human trafficking.
The original Pomona chapter
was founded in 1968 but deactivated in the late 1980s.
For more information, contact
Royston at (909) 629-2420, (909)
764-7833 or by e-mail at jrellisroyston@aol.com.

Do you have a news story?

Send your news tips to: reneebarbee7@gmail.com

351 S. Reservoir St., Pomona, CA 91766
Quality is not expensive... itʼs priceless!
27 years Experience
Free Estimates

Deductible
Financing Available!
See manager
for details.

We offer discounts
for military, seniors
and students!
Specializing in the repair of all
foreign and domestic vehicles

• Expert Color Matching
• Restorations
• Plastic Bodies
• Urethane
• Fiberglass Repairs
• Bumper Repairs
• Major Frame and Unibody Repairs
• Minor to Major Collisions
• Free Towing w/Service
• Free 2-Day Car Rental
• Free Pickup and Deliver
• All Work Guaranteed
• Ask Manager for Details

27 Años de Experiencia
Presupuestos Gratis
Especialistas en
reparaciones de carros
domésticos e importados

• Expertos en color
• Restauraciones
• Partes de plástico
• Uretano
• Reparación de Fibra de Vidrio
• Reparación de Defensas
• Reparación Mayor de Carrocería
• Todo Tipo de Colisión
• Servicio de Grua Gratis
• Renta de Auto Gratis (2 días)
• Recojemos y Entregamos Gratis
• Trabajo Garantizado

Phone: 909-620-5464

Free 24-hour towing with repair. Call 909 623 1487

Gangs to Grace Boxing Club opens at Pomona’s Southern California Dream Center

A ribbon cutting and official opening was held this month for the new
Gangs to Grace Ministries Boxing
Club in Pomona, a grass roots effort
working to create a safe and effective
community boxing program to help
teach the values of athletics and to
help keep kids in the community out
of gangs and off drugs.
The effort was made possible by
manager and head trainer Ernesto
Mercado and Bishop Eddie Banales,
Sr., administrator and chaplain and
pastor of Southern California Dream
Center, an inner-city outreach ministry.
Mercado said the club is a collaborative effort involving several organizations but all interested in working
to keep kids out of gangs, and away
from alcohol and drugs by providing
high quality equipment, training and
coaching to help develop skills the
participants can use in and out of the
boxing ring throughout their lives.
He said the training gym – located
at the church, at 1024 E. Phillips
Blvd., Pomona – also will be open to
adults for practice sessions.
But his primary focus will be on
the kids and amateur boxing competition sanctioned by U.S.A. Boxing.
“We’re here to get the kids going,
training for a fighting mode,” he said.
Events will be scheduled every
weekend, he added. He said the goal
will be to cater to the community first.
And while he said the organization
The following public service ads
are courtesy of La Nueva Voz:

Project Sister Family Services
Sexual Assault and
Child Abuse Services
909-626-4357
or 626-966-4155
www.projectsister.org

HOUSE OF RUTH
Abused by your partner
and need help?
24-hour hotline:
(909) 988-5559 or toll
free at (877) 988-5559
Feeding the Hungry,
Sheltering the Homeless

Grocery Distribution at
209 W. Pearl St.
Pomona

CUTTING THE RIBBON – Famed Pomona boxing trainer Tony Cerda cuts the ribbon this month
to Room 9 at the Southern California Dream Center in Pomona, the new home of the Gangs to
Grace Boxing Club training gym for both kids and adults. Pictured, from left, are Bishop Eddie Banales, Sr., pastor of the Southern California Dream Center; Cerda; boxing club manager Ernesto
Mercado; and Abel Sedillo, Jr., project board member of Pomonaʼs Costanoan Rumsen Carmel
Tribe of Native Americans.

is continuing to line up sponsors, he
said they are off to a good start. “So
far, so good,” he said.
Mercado acknowledged the support of his friend and mentor Tony
Cerda, “head man” of Pomona’s
Costanoan Rumsen Carmel Tribe of
Native Americans whose own boxing
club, Pomona Athletic League – active in Pomona from the 1960s
through the 1990s – was perhaps the
most successful boxing club ever to
come out of Pomona and was responsible for training several championship boxers including Pomona’s

TRYING OUT THE NEW
PUNCHING BAG – Isaac Banales, 11, of Pomona, tries out
the new punching bag in the
Gangs to Grace Boxing Club
training gym at the Southern California Dream Center in Pomona.

ing facility.
“This facility sits
empty for the most part so
why not just open it up to
READY FOR A WORKOUT? – Ethan Woodall, 9, at left, and
the community’s needs,”
Andrew Jauregui, 11, both of Pomona, get the feel of the ring
in the new Gangs to Grace Boxing Club training gym in he said. “This area here
Pomona during grand opening activities this month.
was in need of it.”
Club fees will be $10 a month or
own Sugar Shane Mosley.
“I think we’re off to a good start,” $20 for 18 and older, although the
Cerda said, adding that the equip- club will not turn anybody away.
For more information, or to make a
ment, much of it donated, is “worth a
million dollars in the good that it donation, contact the club at (909)
397-0735. The club is a non-profit
does.”
Banales said he was happy to make 501(c)3 organization and donations
the extra room available for the train- may be tax deductible.

Volunteering: 909-622-3806

www.inlandvalleyhopepartners.org

Pomona Public Library Hours
Mon., Tues., Wed. Thurs.:
1 to 7 p.m.
Sat.:
Noon to 5 p.m.
Fri., Sun.:
Closed

NEW YOUTH BOXING CLUB OPENS IN POMONA – The banner tells the story outside the training gym at the Southern California Dream Center in Pomona.
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Claremont Symphony to present
free ‘Let’s Dance’ concert
Dr. Ruth Charloff, assistant music
director of the Claremont Symphony
Orchestra, will conduct the orchestra
next month as it performs seven
“dance” compositions in a free concert
on the theme “Let’s Dance.”
The March concert will include
music by Tchaikovsky, Arnold,
Grainger, Hamlisch (selections from
“A Chorus Line”) and others.
The performance is scheduled for
3:30 p.m. Sunday, March 16, at the
Bridges Hall of Music on the Pomona
College campus, 150 E. 4th St., Claremont.
It is sponsored in part by Pomona’s
Inter Valley Health Plan.
The presentation is free but RSVP’s
are required by calling (800) 2518191, ext. 316, or by going on line at
www.forhealthandliving.com/ivhpevents.
Help Wanted for
Housekeeping Services

The perfect candidate for this
position must be flexible and
willing to follow instructions.
You MUST be willing to work
FULL TIME hours as needed!
You must have a valid SS#, speak
both English and Spanish, be neat
and organized, honest, dependable,
and have a “clean cut” appearance.
Transportation to the job site is provided.

A Multicultural Ministry Where God and Mankind
Come Together to Meet the Needs of People

Our Services

Sunday: Morning Worship 9 a.m. / Sunday School 11 a.m.
Tuesday: Morning Manna 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday: Prayer 6:30 p.m. / Family Ministry 7 p.m.

Thursday: Single & Parenting 6 p.m. / Strengthening Families 6 p.m.

985 West Holt Ave., Pomona, CA 91768

Phone: (909) 622-6292

Please contact Robin at
909-621-3929 for more details!

Email: Bmtcogic@aol.com • Web: www.bmtpomona.org

CHILDREN & YOUTH EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMS:

• ACADEMIC MENTORING PROGRAM
• MENTORING CHILDREN OF INCARCERATED PARENTS PROGRAM
• SUMMER DAY CAMP
• THE NEXT STEP PROGRAM

FAMILY EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMS:

• FOOD & CLOTHING DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM
• FAMILY SUPPORT CLASSES
• HEALTH FAIR/BACK-TO-SCHOOL GIVEAWAY PROGRAM
• HOLIDAY GIVEAWAY PROGRAM

RE-ENTRY EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMS:
• PRE-RELEASE PROGRAM
• MENTORING EX-PRISONERS PROGRAM
• PEN PAL MINISTRY

FAMILY EMPOWERMENT

ACADEMIC MENTORING

REENTRY EMPOWERMENT

909.643.5157

Your ad here! (909) 762-1446

Email: projectcaring@aol.com
Web: www.projectcaring.org

985 West Holt Ave. • Pomona, CA 91766
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